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PREFACE. 



I HAVE endeavoured in the following Treatise to exhibit the 
aubject in a simple manner for the benefit of beginners, and 
at the same time to include in one volume all that students 
usually require. In addition, therefore, to the propositions 
which have always appeared in such treatises, I have intro- 
duced the methods of abridged notation, which are of more 
recent origin ; these methods which are of a less elementary 
character than the rest of the work, are placed in separate 
Chapters, and may be omitted by the student at first. 

The examples at the end of each Chapter, will, it is hoped, 
furnish sufficient exercise on the principles of the subject, 
as they have been carefully selected with the view of illus- 
trating the most important points, and have been tested by 
repeated experience with pupils. At the end of the volume 
will be found the results of the examples, together with hints 
for the solution of some which appear difficult. 

The properties of the parabola, ellipse, and hyperbola, have 
been separately considered before the discussion of the general 
equation of the second degree, from the belief that the subject 
is thus presented in its most accessible form to students in 
the early stages of their progress. 

I. TODHUNTER. 

Sx John's College, 
Jvly, 1855. 



VI PKEFACE. 

In the fourth edition the work has been carefully revised, 
and a large amount of new matter has been introduced, 
chiefly relating to the more recent methods of investigating- 
the properties of the couic sections. The work was originaDy 
designed for early students, and in the additions which have 
been made this object has been constantly regarded. 
Accordingly great attention has been given to the explanation 
and illustration of the principles of the methods which are 
employed ; so that it will be easy for a student hereafter to 
develope these principles to any required extent. 

The favour with which the "v^ork has been received in- 
dicates that it has been found adapted for the purpose of 
elementary instruction ; and the hope may be expressed that 
the improvements now effected will increase its utility. 

May, 1867. 
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PLANE CO-ORDINATE GEOMETRY. 



CHAPTER I. 



CO-OBDINATES OF A POINT. 



1. In Plane Co-ordinate Geometry we investigate the 
properties of straight lines and curves lying in one plane 
by means of co-ordinates ; we commence by explaining what 
we mean by the co-ordinates of a point 




Let be a fixed point in a plane through which the 
straight lines X'OX, Y'OY^ are drawn at right angles. Let 
FhQ any other point in the plane; draw Pitf parallel to OY 
meeting OX at if, and PN parallel to- OX meeting OY dX 
N, The position of P is evidently known if OM and ON 
are known ; for if through N and M straight lines be drawn 
parallel to OX and OF respectively, they will intersect at P. 

The point is called the origin; the straight lines OX 
and OF are called axes ; OM is called \hQ ahscissa of the 
point P'y and ONy or its equal MP, is called the ordinate of 
the point P. Also O^and MP are together called co-ordi- 
nates of the point P. 

2. Let 0M= a, and 0N=^ 6, then according to our defi- 
nitions we may say that the point P has its abscissa equal to a, 
and its ordinate equal to b ; or, more briefly, the co-ordinates 

T. C. S. 1 

6? 
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CO-ORDINATES OF A POINT. 



I 



of the point P are a and 6. We shall often speak of tlie 
point which has a for its abscissa and b for its ordinate, as 
the point (a, b), 

3. A distance measured along the axis OX is however 
most frequently denoted by the symbol sc, and a distance 
measured along the axis F by the symbol y. Hence OJC 
is called the axis of x, and OF the axis of y. Thus x and y 
are symbols to which we may ascribe different numerical 
values corresponding to the different points we consider, and 
we may express the statement that the co-ordinates of tlie 
point P are a and b, thus ; for the point P, a? = a and y^=^b. 




4. The straight lines X'OX, TOY, being indefinitely 
produced divide the plane in which they lie into four com- 
partments. It becomes therefore necessary to distinguish 
points in one compartment from points in. the others. For 
this purpose the following convention is adopted, which the 
reader has already seen in works on Trigonometry ; straight 
lines measured along OX are considered positive and along 
OX negative; straight lines measured along OF are con- 
sidered positive, and along OY' negative. (See THgonometr^y^ 
Chap. IV.) If then we produce PN to a point Q such thatt 
NQ = NPf we have for the point Q, x^ — ay y=b. If we 
produce PM to R so that MR = MP^ we have for the point 
R, x = a, y = — J. Finally, if we produce PO to S so tha.t 
iQS=a OP, we have for the point S', a; = — a, y = — i. 
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POLAB CO-ORDINATES OF A POINT. 3 

5. In the figure in Art. 1 we have taken the angle YOX 
a right angle ; the axes are then called rectangular. If the 
angle YOX be not a right angle, the axes are called obliqtte. 
All that has been hitherto said applies whether the axes are 
rectangular or oblique. We shall always suppose the axes 
rectangular unless the contrary be stated; this remark applies 
both to our investigations and to the examples which are given 

for the exercise of the student 

6. Another method of determining the position of a point 
in a plane is by means oi polar co-ordinates. 

Let be a fixed point, and OX a fixed straight line, 
Liet P be any other point ; join 
OP; then the position of P is 
determined if we know the an- 
gle XOP and the distance OP. 
The angle is usually denoted by 
6 and the distance by r. 

O is called the pole, OX the initial line; OP the radius 
vector of the point P, and POX the vectorial angle. 

7. The position of any point might be expressed by 
positive values of the polar co-ordinates and r, since there 
is here no ambiguity corresponding to that arising from the 
four compartments of the figure in Art. 4. It is however 
found convenient to use a similar convention to that in 
Art. 4 ; angles measured in one direction from QX are con- 
sidered positive and in the other negative. Thus if in the 
fi^re XOP be a positive angle, XOQ will be a negative 
angle ; if the angle XOQ be a quarter of a right angle, we 

may say that for XOQ, ^ — "" o • It is, as we have stated, 

not absolutely necessary to introduce negative angles, but con-' 
venient; the position of the straight line OQ, for instance, 
might be determined by measuring from OX in the positive 

IT 

direction an angle = Stt — — as well as by meastiring in the 



TT 

nefirative direction an angle = 77.* 
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i LENOTH OP THE STRAIGHT LINE 

Also positive and negative values of the radius vector are 
admitted. Thus, suppose the 

co-ordinates of P to be -r and 

4 

a, that is, let XOP = -r and 

OP = a ; produce PO to P', so 
that OP = OP, then P may 
be determined by saying its 

co-ordinates are -r and — a. Thus when the radius vector is 

a negative quantity, we measure it on the same straight line 
as if it had been a positive quantity but in the opposite direc- 
tion from 0. 

Hence if /8 represent any angle and c any length the 
same point is determined by the polar co-ordinates fi and 
— c as by the polar co-ordinates tt -f yS and c. 

8. Let Xy y denote the co-ordinates of P referred to OX 
as the axis of a?, and a straight line through at right angles 
to OX as the axis of y. Also let and r be the polar co- 
ordinates of P. If we draw from P a perpendicular on 02C, 
we see that 

x^r cos 0, and y = r sin 0. 

These equations connect the rectangular and polar co-ordi- 
nates of a point. From them, or from the figure, we may 
deduce 

aj» + / = r', ^ = tan^. 

We proceed to investigate expressions for some geome- 
trical quantities in terms of co-ordinates. 

9. To find an expression for the length of the straiglvt 
line joining two points. 

Let P and Q be the two points ; © the inclination of the 
axes OXy OY. DrawPH ^fA" parallel to 0Y\ let a:,, y^ be 
the co-ordinates of P, and x^, y^, those of Q. Draw JPJi 
parallel to OX. Then, by Trigonometry, 

PQ'' = PE^+QE'--2PR. QR cosPRQ 

= PR^ + QR^ + 2PR. QR cos o). 
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JOINING TWO POINTS. 5 

But PB = a?3 — a?j , and QR = ^j — y, ; therefore 
PQ^=. (x^^ ir J«4. (y^- yj* + 2 (or. ^ x,) [y, - yj cos to. . . (1), 
and thus the distance PQ is determined. 
If the axes are rectangular, we have 

P<2'=(x,-a:/ + (y,-y.)' (2). 




The student should draw figures placing P and Q in the 
different compartments and in different positions ; the equa- 
tions (1) and (2) will be found universally true. 

From the equation (2) we have 

P<2* = ^»'+y.'+^.* + y/-2 {x,x,+ yj,;) (3). 

The following particular cases may be noted. 

If.Pbe at then a?,= and y,= ; thus P^=a?,*+y,». 

If P be on the axis of x and Q on the axis of y, then 
y^ = and a?, = ; th us PQ" = x,^ + y^\ 

Let ^j, rj be the polar co-ordinates of P, and O^j r^ those 
of Q; then, by Art. 8, 

a?j=rj cos ^j, y^=:r^Bm0^, x^=r^coa0^, y^-r^smO^ 

Substitute these values in (3) and we have 

PQ^=. r,»+ r/ - 2r,r, cos (^,- 0;). 

This result can also be obtained immediately from the tri- 
angle POQ formed by drawing straight lines from P and Q 
to the origin.. 
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CO-ORDINATES OF A POINT. 



10. To find the co-ordinates of the point which divides in 
a given ratio the straight line joining two given points. 




Let A and B be the given points, a?j, y^ the co-ordinates 
of A, and x^, y^ those of B\ and let the given ratio be 
that of n^ to n^. Suppose G the required point, so that 
AC : GB :: n^ : n^. Draw the ordinates AL, BM, GJff; and 
AB parallel to OX meeting GN at D. Let x, y be the co- 
ordinates of G, 

It is obvious from the figure that 

LN AD AG 



that is, 



therefore 



Similarly, 



NM 


DB CB 


X — 


■'»'i_^i. 


X,- 


-X n,' 


X 


_ ti^x^ + n^, 


"i + "« 


y 


_«^y. + «,.Vl 


«i + «. 



In this Article the axes may be oblique or rectangular. A 
simple case is that in which we require the co-ordinates of the 
point midway between two given points ; then n^ = n^ and 



ABEA OP A TRIANGLE. 7 

11. To express ike area of a triangle in terms of the co- 
ordinates of its angular points. 

Let ABC be a triangle ; let a?^, y^ be the co-ordinates of 
A. ; a?2, y^ those of J?; a?,, y, those of 0. Draw the ordinates 
A.Jj, BM, ON. The area of the triangle is equal to the 
trapezium -4£J!fiy -f trapezium BCNM— trapezium ACNL. 




The area of the trapezium ABML is J LM {AL-\- BM). 
This is obvious, because if we join BL we divide the trape- 
zium into two triangles, one having AL for its base and thej 
other BM, and each having LM for its height ; 

thus, trapezium ABML = J (a?^ — a; J (y^ + yj j 

also, trapezium BGNM— J (ajg— rcj (y^ + 2/3) ; 

and, trapezium A GNL = Ka;^ — ajj (y^ + yj) ; 

therefore triangle ABC 

= i{K - ^1) C^i + ^2) + K - ^2) (^2 +3^3) - (a?3 - ^1) (yi+^s)}- 

This expression may be written more symmetrically thus: 

J{(a;,-a?,)(y,+ yJ+(a?3-a;J(y3 + y,)+(aJ,-a?3)(y,+ y3)}..-(l). 

By reducing it, we shall find the area of the triangle 

=iKyi-^iy2+^8y2-^2y.+a'iy8-^8yil (2)- 

If the axes be oblique and inclined at an angle w, the area 
of the trapezium ABML = \ LM {AL + BM) sin o), and simi- 
larly for the other trapeziums. Thus the area of the triangle 



8 LOCUS OF AN EQUATION. 

will be found by multiplying the expressions given above 
by sin g). 

However the relative situations of A, B, C may be changed, 
the student will always find for the area of the triangle the 
Expression (2), or that expression with the sign of every term 
changed. Hence we conclude, that we shall always obtain 
the area of the triangle by calculating the value of the expres- 
sion f2), and-changing the sign of the result if it should prove 
negative. 

Locus of an equation. Equation to a curve. 

12. Suppose an equation to be given between two unknown 
quantities, for example, y — a;— 2 = 0. We see that this 
equation has an indefinite number of solutions, for we may 
assign to x any value we please, and from the equation deter- 
mine the corresponding value of y. Thus corresponding to 
the values 1, 2, 3,... of a:, we have the values 3, 4, 5,... of y. 
Now suppose a line, straight or curved, such that it passes 
through every point determined by giving to x and y values 
that satisfy the equation y — a? — 2 = ; such a line is called 
the hcus of the equation. It will be shewn in the next 
Chapter that the locus of the equation in question is a straight 
line. We shall see as we proceed that generally every equa- 
tion between the quantities x and y has a corresponding locus. 

But instead of starting with an equation and investigating 
what locus it represents, we may give a geometrical definition 
of a curve and deduce from that definition an appropriate 
equation ; this will likewise appear as we proceed ; we shall 
take successively diflerent curves, define them, deduce their 
equations, and then investigate the properties of these curves 
by means of their equations. We shall in the next Chapter 
begin with the equation to a straight line. 

The connexion between a locu^ and an equation is the 
fundamental idea of the subject and must therefore be care- 
fully considered ; we shall place here a formal definition 
which we shall illustrate in the next Chapter by applying it 
to a straight line. 

The equation which expresses the invariable relation 
which exists between the co-ordinates of every point of a 



EXAMPLES. CHAPTER !• 9 

curve is called fhe equation to the curve ; and the curve, the 
co-ordinates of every point of which satisfy a given equation, 
is called the locus of that equation. 

13. The student has probably already become familiar 
with the division of algebraical equations into equations of 
tlie first, second, third... degree. When we speak of an 
equation of the w"* degree between two variables we mean 
that every term is of the form Aafy^ where a and /3 are zero 
or positive integers such that a -f /9 is equal to n for one or 
more of the terms but not greater than n for any term, ajid A 
is a constant numerical quantity ; and the equation is formed 
by connecting a series of such terms by the signs + and — , 
and putting the result = 0. 

EXAMPLES. 

1. Find the polar co-ordinates of the points whose rect- 
angular co-ordinates are 

(1) x=l, y = l; (2) a: = -l, y = 2; 

(3) x = ^l,y=l; (4) a: = -l, y = -l; 

and indicate the points in a figure. 

2. Find the rectangular co-ordinates of the points whose 
polar co-ordinates are 

(1) ^=|,r = 3; (2) d=-|, r=3; 

(3) ^ = |, r = -3; (4) ^ = -|. r = -3; 

and indicate the points in a figure. 

3. The co-ordinates of P are — 1 and 4, and those of Q 
are 3 and 7 ; find the length of PQ, 

4. Find the area of the triangle formed by joining the 
first three points in Example 1. 

5. -4 is a point on the axis of x and B a point on the 
axis of y; express the co-ordinates of the middle point of 
A Bin terms of the abscissa of A and the ordinate of B; shew 
also that the distance of this point from the origin = J AB. 



EXA3IPLE3. CHAPTER I. 

Transforni equation (2) of Art. 11 so as to give an 
on for the area of a triangle in terms of the polar 
lates of its angular points. Also obtain the result 
from the figure. 

A and B are two points and is the origin ; express 
a of the triangle A OB in terms of the co-ordinates 
id B, and also in terms of the polar co-ordinates of 
B. 

A, B, G are three points the co-ordinates of which are 
id as iu Art. 11 ; suppose/* the middle point of AB; 
D and divide it at 6 so that CG=2GJ): find the 

lates of 0. 

Shew that each of the triangles GAB, GBC, GAC, 
by joining the point G in the preceding Example to 
iits A, B, C, is equal in area to one-third of the 
i ABC. See Art^. 11. 

A and B are two points ; the polar co-ordinatet of A 
f, ; and those of .Bare $^, r^ A straight line is drawn 
e origin bisecting the angle A OB; if C be the point 
this straight line meets AB shew that the pol^ co- 

es of G are e = i (^, + 5,} and r = — ^^ ^.Xj^^M , 

' * '"! + '■» 

Find the value of Cl^ and AU' in Example 8 in 
f the co-ordinates there used ; and shew that 
A0* + BC' = 2GBl'-\-1AD\ 

Find the value of GA\ Gff, and GC*, in Example 9 
a of the co-ordinates there used ; and shew that 
3 {GA'+ Gff+GC)=AB' +BC'+CA'. 



(11 ) 



CHAPTER 11. 



ON THE STRAIGHT LINE. 



14. To find the equation to a straight line. 




We shall first suppose the straight line not parallel to 
either axis. 

Let ABD be a straight line meeting the axis of y at B, 
Draw a straight line OE through the origin parallel to ABD, 
In ABD take any point P; draw PM parallel to OYy meet- 
ing OX at M and OE at Q. 

Suppose OB = c, and the tangent of EOX = m ; and let 
Xy y be the co-ordinates of P; then 

y = PJf = PQ + QM^ 0B+ QM 
= c + Oif tan QOM= c -I- mx. 

Hence the required equation is 

y==7nx'\- c. 

OB is called the intercept on the axis of y ; if the straight 
line crosses the axis of y on the negative side of 0, c will be 
negative. 



EQUATION TO A STEAIOHT LINE. 

:)te by m the tangent of the angle Q OM or BA O, 

t tangent of the- angle which that part of the 

3 which is above the axis of x makes with the 

reduced in the positive direction. Hence if the 

) through the origin parallel to the given striught 

tween Oy"and OX, m is the tangent of an acute 

s positive; if between Ol^and OX produced to 

s the tangent of an obtuse angle and ia negative. 

ve consider the same straight line m and c remain 

le, they are therefore called constant quantities or 

But X and y may have an indefinite number of 

: Tve may ascribe to one of them, as x, any value 

and find the corresponding value of y from the 

■= mx 4- c ; a and y are therefore called variable 

r variables. ■ 

raigbt line pass through the origin, c = 0, and the 

icomea y = mx. 

e have now to consider the cases in which the 

e is parallel to one of the axes. 

Taight lino be parallel to the axis of ic, m = 0, and 

n becomes y = c. 

;raight line be parallel to the axis of ^, m becomes 

t of a right angle and is infinite ; the preceding 

■n is then no longer applicable. We shall now 

te investigations of these two cases, 

^igate the equation to a straight line parallel to ona 



ppose the straight line parallel to the axis of x. 
the straight line meeting the axis of y at B; sup- 
h. 



EQUATION OF THE FIRST DEGREE. 13 

Since the straight line is parallel to the axis of x, the or- 
dinate PM of any point of it is equal to OB. Hence calling 
y the ordinate of any point P, we have for the equation to the 
straight line y = J. 

Next suppose the straight line parallel to the axis of y. 
Let AD be the straight line meeting the axis of a? at J. ; sup- 
pose OA = a. Since the straight line is parallel to the axis of 
y, the abscissa of awy point of it is OA. Hence calling x 
the abscissa of any point, we have for the equation to the 
straight line x^^a, 

16. We have thus shewn that any straight line whatsoever 
is represented by an equation of the first degree ; we shall 
now shew that any equation of the first degree with two 
variables represents a straight line. 

The general equation of the first degree with two variables 
is of the form 

Ax + By+C=-0 (1), 

A, By G being finite or zero. 

First suppose B not zero ; divide by B, then from (1) 

^ = -5-5^ (^)- 

1 

Now we have seen in Art. 14, that if a straight line be 
drawn meeting the axis of y at a distance — -^ from the 

origin and making with the axis of a? an angle of which the 

A 
tangent is — -rt , then (2) will be the equation to this straight 

line. Hence (2), and therefore also (1), represents a straigKt 
line. 

If -4 = 0, then by Art. 15 the straight line represented by 
(1) is parallel to the axis of x. 

If B = 0, then (1) becomes 

Ax+C-^0, 
G 

and from Art* 15 we know that this equation represents a 
straight line parallel to the axis of y. 

Hence the equation Ax + By+ (7=0 always represents a 
straight line. 



QUATION IN TERMS OF THE INTERCEPTS. 

matioti in terms of the intercepts. The equation to 
ine may also be expressed in terms of its intercepts 




md B be the points where the straight line meets 
' X and 1/ respectively. Suppose OA = a, OB = b. 
ny point in the straight line ; a;, y its co-ordinates ; 
laxallel to OT. Then by similar triangles, 

:PM _AM 

■^ AO' 

y_ g-a' . 
b a ' 



will be a useful exerciae for the student to draw the 
les corresponding to some given equations. Thus 
e equation 2y + Sa; = 7 proposed ; since a straight 
irmined when two of its points are known, we may 
y manner we please two points that lie on the 
le, and by joining them obtain the straight liae. 
leu ic = 1, it follows from the equation that y=2- 
wint which has its abscissa = 1 and its ordinate = 2 
traight line. Again, suppose x = % then « = J ; the 
h has its abscissa — 2 and its ordinate = J is there- 
a straight hne. Join the two points thus deter- 
l the straight line so formed, produced indefinitely 
is the locus of the given equation. The two points 



EXAMPLES OF STRAIGHT LINES. 15 

tbat will be most easily determined are generally those in 
which the required straight line cuts the axes. Suppose a; = 
in the given equation, theny = |, that is, the straight line 
passes through a point on the axis of y hi a, distance I from 
the origin. Again, suppose y = 0, then ic = |, that is, the 
straight line passes through a point on the axis ofxhtsb dis- 
tance ^ from the origin. Join the two points thus deter- 
mined, and the straight line so formed, produced indefinitely 
both ways, is the locus of the given equation. What we have 
here ascertained as to the points where the straight line cuts 
the axes, may be obtained immediately from the equation ; 
for if we write it in the form 



7 ■*■ 7 ~ ' 



and compare it with the equation in Art. 17, 

a^b ^' 
we see that a = f and 6 = ^. 

Again, suppose the equation y=^x proposed. Since this 
equation can be satisfied by supposing a? = and y = 0, the 
origin is a point of the straight line which the equation repre- 
sents ; therefore we need only determine one other point in it. 
Suppose a? = 1, then y = 1 ; here another point is determined 
and the straight line can be drawn. The straight line may 
also be constructed by comparing the given equation with 
the form in Art. 14, 

7/=^mx, 

This we know represents a straight line passing through the 
origin and making with the axis of x an angle of which the 
tangent is m. Hence y = x represents a straight line passing 
through the origin and inclined at an angle of 45* to the 
axis of w. 

Similarly the equation y = — a? represents a straight line 
inclined to the axis of x at an angle of which the tangent is 
— 1 ; that is, at an angle of 135 . Hence this equation repre- 
sents a straight line through bisecting the angle between 
OF and OX produced to the left in the figure to Art. 14. 



EQUATION IS TERMS OF THE PEIlPr:NDICCLAE. 

"be student is recommended to make himself tho- 
^uaiDted with the previous Articles before proceed- 
le subject. In Algebra the theory of indeterminate 
does not usually attract much attention, and the 
sometimes perplexed on commencing a subject in 
las to consider one equation between two unknown, 
which generally has an inGuite number of solutions, 
oeipal result up to the present point is, that a straight 
ponds to an equation of the first degree, and the 
ust accustom himself to perceive the appropriate 
le as soon as any equation is presented to him. The 
ae can be determined by ascertaining two points 
liich it passes, that is, by finding two points such 
i-ordinates of each satisfy the given equation, and 
it line being thus determined, the co-ordinates of 
sf it will satisfy the given equation. 
juation to a straight line in terms of the perpendiciLlar 
"igin, and the inclination 0/ this perpendicular to the 




3 be the perpendicular from the origin on a 
le AB. Take any point P in the straight line ; 
perpendicular to OA, J/^ perpendicular to OQ^ 
erpendicular to MN. Suppose OQ=p, and the 
i = a. Let 2r, y be the co-ordinates of Pj then 
ON+NQ''ON-\-PB 

= OMcos QOA + PMsin PMM 

= a!COsa+ysina. 



RELATIONS BETWEEN THE CONSTANTS. 17 

Therefore the equation to the straight line is 

X cos a + ^ sin a^p. 

21. We have given separate investigations of the dif- 
ferent forms of the equation to a straight line in Articles 14, 
17, 20 ; any one of these forms may however be readily de- 
duced from any other by making use of the relations which 
exist between the constant quantities. 

The quantity which we have denoted by b in Art 17, 
that is OB, is denoted by c in Art. 14 ; 

therefore b = c (1), 

In Art. 17, 

- = tan JJ4 = tan (tt - J5^X) = - tan jB^X; 
in Art. 14 we have denoted the tangent of BAX by m, 

•L 

therefore - = — tw (2). 

In Art. 20, 0^4 cos a = OQ^ and 05 sin a = OQ; that is, 

j? = acosa= Jsina (3); 

therefore from (2) and (3),m = — cota (4). 

Also if the equation 

^aj + J5y+ (7=0, 

represent the straight line under consideration, then by 
Art. 16, 

"~* -^ — — 7/1, "" 'jj ^~ C ~~ O ....••••.«••••• \*^j } 

therefore -H=cota, and -^ = — J— (6). 

B B sma 

By means of these relations we may shew the agreement 
of the equations in Arts. 14, 17, 20, or from one of them 
deduce the others. 

T. c. s. 2 



; OBLIQUE CO-OBMKATES. 

22. The student may exercise himself by varying the 
res which we have used in investigating the equations. 
s, for example, in the figure to Art. 17, suppose the point 
3 be in BA produced, so that it falls belov} the axis of x. 
shall still have 

PMAM m_x~a 

0B~ AO' °^ b ~ a ■ 
Now since P is below the axis of x, its ordinate y is 
egatire quantity, hence we mustnot put PM=if but 
= — y, because by FM we mean a certain length eati- 
ed positively. Thus 

_ ^ 3- _ and therefore, as before, - + ? = !. 

Ohligue Go-ordinates. 
13. Equation to a straight line. 
IV'e shall denote the inclination of the axes by «. 
Suppose first, that the straight line is not parallel to 
Br .axis. Let ABD be a straight line meeting the axis 
' at B. Draw a straight line OE through the origin 
Uel to ABD. In ABD take any point P; draw PM 
Uel to or, meeting OX at iW^ and O^at Q. Suppose 
= c, and the angle Q 0M= a. 




jet X, y be the co-ordinates of J*; then 

3( = PJ/=P(2+ QM= OB-V QM. 



EQUATION TO A STRAIGHT LINE. 19 

But ^— = . ^^^ — -; therefore QM= /^^^^^ ^ 
OM sm (cD — a) sm (cd — a) 

Hence the required equation i« 

^sina 
sm (o) — a) 

If we put m for -; — -. r the equation becomes 

^ sm (tt) — a) ^ 

y = wa5.+ c, 

as in Art. 14. The meaning of c is the same as before ; m is 
the ratio of the sine of the inclination of the straight line to 
the axis of x to the sine of its inclination to the axis of y. 
Since sin a is always positive, m will be positive or negative 
according as sin(a) — a) is positive or negative ; thus as before 
m will be positive or negative according as the straight line 
through the origin parallel to the given straight line falls 
between OF and OX, or between OF and 0X\ The mean- 

IT 

ing of m coincides with that in Ai*t. 14 when « = ^ , for then 

m=tana. 

sin a 



24. Since m = 



sin(o> — a) * 

therefore m (sin © cos a — cos « sin a) = sin a ; 

therefore m (sin &> — cos © tan a) = tan a ; 

m sin o> 



therefore tana = 



Hence sin a «= 



1 + m cos to ' 
msino) 



cosa = 



± V(l + 2m cos o) + 7f?) 
1 + m cos 0) 



«\ > 



± V(l + 2m cos CD + m') ' 

Since sin a is positive, we must take the upper or lower 
sign according as m is positive or negative. 

25. The investigations in Arts. 15 and 17 apply without 
alteration to the case of oblique axes, and those in Art. 16 
^7ith the requisite change in the meaning of the constant m. 

2—2 






jUAnON IN TERMS OF THE PEHPENDICULAE. 

To find the equation to a straight line in terms of the 
■ularfrom the origin, and the inclinations oftheper- 
r to the a 




Q be the perpendicular from the origin on a straight 
; \%i OQ = p, OA=a, OB = b. If we suppose 
we have QOB = a> — a ; denote this by j3 ; then 

OQ = acosa; therefore a =—^-—. 
cos a 

0(2 = 6co8/9; therefore 6 = -^. 
' cos j3 

tnte in the equation. Art. 17, - + ? = !, anil we 

^ a 

03a+ycos^=^. 

'he following form of the equation to a straight line 
lefnl. 




be a fised point in any Btraight line AB; h,h i^a 
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co-ordinates; let P be any other point in the straight line ; 
X, y its co-ordinates; let QP^r, and the angle BAX^a. 
Draw the ordinates PM, QN; and QE parallel to OX; then 

x — h sin (© — a) j -tV — ^ sina 

= ^ = I suppose, and = - — = n suppose, 

r sino) ^^ T smci) ^^ 

,, x — hy — h 

thus — i — = = r, 

L n 

For the equation to the straight line it is sufficient to put 

■^-7 — = , but it is useful to remember that each of 

In 

these quantities is equal to n 

The constants Z and n are connected by a certain con- 
dition. For, by Art. 9, 

(a;-A)' + (y-^)» + 2(a;-A) (y - A;) cos o = r' ; 

substitute for a? — A and y — k: thus 

Z* + n' + 2ln cos © = 1. 

If the axes are rectangular, Z and n become respectively 
cos a and sin a, that is, the cosines of the inclinatioiis of the 
straight line to the axes of x and y respectively. 

In the preceding figure P falls to the right of Q and x — h 
is positive. If P were to the left of Q then x — h would be 
negative. Thus since x — h^lr, the product Ir must be 
capable of changing its sign ; this leads us to consider r as 
positive or negative according to circumstances. When there- 
fore we write the equation to a straight line under the form 

x—h^y—k 
~ir "IT' 

and ascribe to Z and n the values given above, we conclude 

that each of the expressions — j — and is nvmerically 

equal to the distance between the point {h, k) and the point 
[xy y), but that the sign of each expression will depend upon 
the relative positions of the two points. 



^ 



22 POLAR EQUATION TO A STRAIGHT LINE. 

Polar Co-ordinates, 
28. Polar equation to a straight line. 




Let AB be a straight line, OQ the perpendicular on it 
from the origin, OX the initial line, Pany point in the straight 
line. Suppose OQ=p, and the angle QOX=a. Let r, 6 
be the polar co-ordinates of P; then 

OQ=OPco^POQ) 

that is, |) = r cos {6 — a). 

This is the polar equation to the straight line. 

29. The polar equation may also be derived from the 
equation referred to rectangular co-ordinates. Let 

Ax-{-By+O = 

be the equation to a straight line referred to rectangular co- 
ordinates. Put r cos 6 for a?, and r sin 6 for y. Art. 8 ; thus 

^rcos^ + Prsin6>+(7=0 (1) 

is the polar equation. This equation may be shewn to agree 
with 

jp = rcos(^ — a) (2). 

For by Art. 21 we have 

-n= cot a and -^=5 : — ~- — . 
B B 8ma 



fe 
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Hence (1) becomes 

cot a r cos + r8m0 — r— = 0, 

sm a 

which agrees with (2). 

30. The equation to a straight line passing through the 
origin is, by Art. 14, 

y = mx* 

Put r cos for x and r sin ior y\ the equation then 
becomes 

r sin ^ = m r cos 6 ; 
therefore tan ^ = m ; 

therefore ^ = a constant ; 

this is therefore the polar equation to a straight line passing 
through the origin. 

31, We will collect here the dififerent forms of the equa- 
tion to a straight line which have been investigated, 

*^ y = mx, -f c. Arts. 14 and 23. 

a; = constant, or, y = constant, Arts. 15 and 25. 

^ ^ + ^-1 = 0, Arts. 17 and 25. 

a b 

U X cos a 4-y sin a —p = 0, Art 20, 

y — - — 7 X « + c. Art. 23, 

^ sm (« — a) 

*^ a;cosa + ycos^— j? = 0. Art. 26. 

^^— = ^ = r, Art 27. 

|) = r cos (5 — a), Art. 28. 

^roos^+5rsin^+ (7=0, Art. 29. 
= constant^ Art 30. 



E&AMPLES. CHAPTER II. 

EXAMPLES, 
w the straight lines represented by the following 

(1) y + 2a! = 4; (2) 2j-a!=.2; 

(3) y + »--2; (4) a;-2y=l; 

(5) y-^^~0. (6) l.ces(«-|); ' 

P) ^-1; (8) »-I; 

(9) 9-0; (10) «-l. 
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CHAPTER III. 

PROBLEMS ON THE STRAIGHT LINE. 

32. We proceed to apply the results of the preceding 
Articles to the solution of some problems. 

To find the form of the equation to a straight line which 
passes through a given point. 

Let a?j, y^ be the co-ordinates of the given point, and 
suppose 

y — mx + c ,..(1) 

to represent the straight line. Since the point {x^, y^ is on 
the straight line, its co-ordinates must satisfy (1) ; hence 

y^ = 7nx^+c (2). 

By .subtraction, 

y-y, = w(a;-a?,) (3); 

' this is the required equation. 

« 

33. The equation (3) of the preceding Article obviously 
represents what is required, namely, a straight line passing 
through the point (x^, yj. For the equation is of the first 
degree in the variables x, y, and therefore, by Art. 16, must 
represent some straight line. Also the equation is obviously 
satisfied by the values x = x^, y^y^\ that is, the straight 
line which the equation represents does pass through the 
given point. The constant m is the tangent of the angle 
which the straight line makes with the axis of a?, and by 
giving a suitable value to m we may make the equation (3) 
represent any straight line which passes through the assigned 
point. 

The geometrical meaning of equation (3) is obvious. For 



lITAnOIT TO A STRAIGHT LraE 



traigbt line passing through the given point 
my poiot on the straight line ; x, y its co- 




■ the ordinates PM, QN; and QB parallel to 
PR 



on 



== tangent PQR 



t ia, ■^~-^ = t&QBAX=='m. 

h equation (3). 

32 ve eliminated c between the equations (1) 

lined m ; we may if we please eliminate m 

rom (2) 

^ y, - c 



(1)) thus J = ^^1 — x + c; 

yx^ — xy^ + c (a: — Xj) = 0. 
1 obviously represents a strMgbt line passing 
lU point, because it is an equation of the first 
isned by the values x = x^,y = yj. 
the equation to the straight line which passes 
i points. 

the co-ordinates of one given point ; x , j, 
T ; suppose the equation to the straight line 



y = mx + c . 



.(I). 



WHICH PASSES THROUGH TWO GIVEN POINTS. 27 

Since the straight line passes through (ajj, y^ and (a?^, y,), 

y, = ma;, + c • (2), 

^2 = ^X3 + (3). 

From (1) and (2) by subtraction, 

y-y, = m(aj-a?,) (4). 

From (2) and (3) by subtraction, 

hence yyi =• '^^ "" ^ ^ . 

x^ — x^ 

Substitute the value of m in (4) and we have for the 
required equation 

y-y.=J^M«-«i) • (5)- 

We may also write the equation thus, 

(^a-^i) (y-yj = (^a- yJ (^-^^i) •-. (6). 

Some particular cases may here be noted. Suppose y,=yi , 
then (6) becomes {x^ — x^ (y""yi)=^> therefore y=yj; the 
required straight line is thus parallel to the axis of x. Simi- 
larly if we suppose x^—x^, then (6) becomes (y,— yj (a?— a? )=0, 
therefore a; = a?j ; thus the required straight line is parallel to 
the axis of y. Lastly, suppose the point (aj^, y^ to be the 
origin ; hence aj^ = and y^ = ; thus (6) becomes xj/ = y^. 
The student should illustrate these particular cases by figures. 

36. The equation (6) of Art. 35 becomes by reduction 
a?iy - ^1 + a?jyi - ir^ya + a;y, - a?,y = 0. 

If we compare the expression on the left-hand side of this 
equation with the expression in brackets in equation (2) of 
Art. 11, we see the only diflference is that we have x and y in 
the place of x^ and y^ respectively. Thus the equation 
informs us that the area of the triangle formed by joining 
(^> y)> (^i» yjj (^»» ya) vanishes, as should evidently be the 
case since the vertex (x, y) falls on the base, that is, on the 
straight line joining (a?^, y^) to (x^, y^). 



\ 



PARALLEL LINES. 

•£ equation to the straight line which passes 
oint and divides the straight line joining 
fits in a given ratio, 

le first given point; let (ic,,y,), (x.r y^ be 
a points ; let the given ratio in wfiich the 
ig the last two points is to be divided be 
then, by Art 10, the co-ordinates of the 



"i + ". ' "i + "s ' 
tion (5) of Art, 35 the equation required is 

fc: ^3 (a>-h); 

n^+% 

n^ix,~k)+n^{x^~h)^'^ "'■ 

\e form of the eguait'on to a straight line 
I a given straight line. 

)n to the given straight line be 

^ = m,iB + c, (1), 

the other straight line 

y = mx + c (2). 

Lght lines represented by (1) and (2) are 
; have the same inclination to the axis of 



y s= m^x + c. 

remains undetermined since an indefinite 
t lines can be drawn parallel to a given 



INTERSECTION OF STRAIGHT LINES. 29 

39. To determine the co-ordinates of the point of inter- 
section of two given straight lines. 

Let the equation to one straight line be 

y = m,a; + c, (1), 

and the equation to the other 

y=^m^ + c^ (2). 

The co-ordinates of the point where the straight lines 
intersect must satisfy both equations ; we must therefore find 
the values of x and y from (1) and (2). Thus 

c. — c. c.m^ — cjm^ 

aj = — 1 — 8^, y = -^-^ — ^— *; 

these are the required oo-ordinates. 

40. To find the condition in order that three straight lines 
may rrieet at a point 

Let the equations to the straight lines be respectively 

y=mjX + c^..l(l), y =a w,aj + Cj... (2), y==^8^ + ^a--*(3)- 

The co-ordinates of the point of intersection of (1) and 
(2) are 

If the third straight line passes through the intersection 
of the first and second, these values must satisfy (3). Hence 
the necessary aud sufficient condition is 

c^m, - c^m^'_ m, {g, - c^ 



that is, 



c^m^ - cjfn^ + c^TWg - cjn.^ + c^m^ - c^m^ = 0. 



80 



ANGLE BETWEEN GJVEN STRAIGHT LINES. 



41. To find the angle between two given straight lines. 




Let ABC be one straight line and DEC the other ; let 
the equation to the former be y = m^x + c^, and the equation 
to the latter y = m^x -f c^. 

Then tan ^ C2) = tan ( C4X- CDX) 

_ tan CAX— tan CDX _ m, — m^ 
^ 1 + tan (X4Xtan CDX" 1 + m^m^' 
From this we may deduce 

cos ACD— * * • 



V{(l + m,»)(l+m/)}' 



sin-4(7i> = 



m, — m« 



«\i • 



Vl(l+m,«)(l.+ m,«)} 

42. 3b yind the form of the equation to a straight line 
which is perpendicular to a given straight line. 

Let y = mx + c be the equation to the given straight line, 
and y = m'a; + c the equation to another straight line. Then 
the tangent of the angle between these straight lines is 

m — m! 



/ • 



1 + mw' 
If these straight lines are perpendicular to each other, 

l + wm'=0: therefore m' = . 

' m 



Hence 



y- + c 



represents a straight line perpendicular to the straight line 







PERPENDICULAR TO A GIVEN STRAIGHT LINE. 



SI 



43. The result of the last Article may also be obtained 
thus. 




Let AB be the given straight line, so that tan BAX 
Let CD be a straight line perpendicular to AB\ then 

tan2>GZ=-tani?(70 = -cotjB^O = --. 

m 

Hence the equation to CD is 

X 



.' I 



. • I 



= ?w. 



where 






44. To find the equation to the straight line which passes 
throtigh a given point, and is perpendicular to a given straight 
liThe. 

Let a?j, y^ be the co-ordinates of the given point, and 

y = wa? + c (1) 

the equation to the given straight line. The form of the 
equation to a straight line through (a?^, yj is 

y-yx = ^'(^-^i) -...♦•... (2), 

If (2) is perpendicular to (1), we have m'm + 1 s«0. 

Hence the required equation is 



J 



32 



STRAIGHT LINES WHICH MAKE 



45. To find the equations to the straight lines which pass 
through a given point and make a given angle with a given 
straight line. 




Let AB be the given straight line ; C the given point ; 
h, h its co-ordinates ; /8 the given angle. Let the equation 
to AB be 

y = mx + c. 

Suppose CD and CE the two straight lines which can be 
drawn through 0, each making an angle y8 with AB. Then 

tan GDX^ tan (B^Z+ ^) = J^ "^ ^^J" ^^ , 

^ ' 1 — m tan p 

tan(7JgX=-tanC^^ = -tan(/3-^^^ = ,'^"^f''^^ . 

^ ^ 1 + m tan p 

Hence the equation to CD is 

7 m-l-tan/8 , ,v 
^ l-mtau/S^ ^ ' 

and the. equation to CEis 

. w — tanfl , ,. 
•^ 1 + m tan )S ^ ' 

46. The following particular cases of the preceding results 
may be noted. 

(1) Suppose m = ; then the given straight line is 
parallel to the axis of a?. The required equations then are 

y — A: = tan^'(a; — A), and y — & = — tan /8 (^ — A). 
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(2) Suppose m = co ; then the given straight line is 
parallel to the axis of y. And since 

. X o l + -tan/8 
m -f- tan p m 



l-mtan^ 1_ ' 

m 

1 

we Have when m = oo, and therefore — =0, for the equation 

m ^ 

to CD, y - ^ = - — g (a? - A) = - cot/3 {x - h). 

Similarly the equation to CE becomes y—k = cot ^{x—h), 

(3) Suppose m = tan /8. In this case the equation to CD 

2 tan B 
becomes y—h = .r— r — 2^ {x —A), that is, t^—A? =tan 2)8 (a?— A). 

The equation to (7^ becomes y — k^O, so that (7^ is 
parallel to the axis of x. 

(4) Suppose m = cot ^. The equation to CD may be 
written in the form {y — k) (1— m tan /3) = (m + tan /8) (a? — A), 
and we see that when m = cot /8 the left-hand side is zero ; 
thus the required equation is then x — h = 0. 

The equation to CE becomes y — k^ ^ {x — h) 

cos jS ""* sin Q 

= ~s 5—= — Q- 0«'-h)= cot 2^ (a; — A). 

2 cos p sm p ^ ^ '' 

(5) Suppose 7w = — tan^. Then the equation to CD 
becomes y — k = 0; and the equation to CE becomes 

2^ "" ^ " r^t^^-^^ (a? - A) = - tan 2/3 (a; - A) . 

(6) Suppose w=— cotyS. Then the equation to CD 
becomes y—k=- I" ^ (a; — A) = — cot 2^ (a? - h). 

The equation to CE may be written in the form 
(y — Jk) (1 + w tan /3) = (w — tan y8) (a; — /^), 
T. c. s. 3 
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and we see that when m = — cot ;8 the left-hand member is 
7*m • thus the required equation is then a> — k = 0. 

Suppose yj = s ■ The equation to CD may be written 

, w»coty9 + l , ,. 

y-^= cotff-m ^'^-^^- 

n j8 = n we have cot yS s= ; thus the equation 



3'-^ = --(a'-A}. 

y the equation to CE isk&s the same form ; and thus 
it agrees with that of Art. 44. 

ijave discussed these particular cases as an example of 
iner in which the student should test his comprehen- 
he subject by applying the general formulae to special 
s. ' He will £nd it useful to illustrate these cases by 



Tojittd the length of the perpendicular drawn from 
omnt upona given straight line. 

AB be the given straight line ; D the given point ; 
lo-ordinates. Let the equation to AB be 




LENGTH OF A PERPENDICULAR. 35 

The equation to the straight line through D perpendicular 
to AB is, by Art. 44, 

y-k = -l^{x-h) (2). 

Let iTj, y^ be the co-ordinates oi E\ then, by Art. 9, 

DW=(x,-Kf + (j,^-ky (3). 

It remains then to substitute for x and y^ their values in 
(3). Now, since a?j, y^ are the co-ordinates of E, which is 
the point where (1) and (2) meet, we have 

1 

therefore mx. + c = ^ (^i — ^)j and x^ = — ~ — ^^^^ : 

,, , mh " m?h — mc w /, , v 

thus a? — A = -— — J =-— — - (A? — mA — c). 

^ 1 + m 1 + m* ^ ' 



Also y — i= fa — A) = ''*'■! "y „ 



therefore by (3) i)^ 

■"(l+my^^ ''''' ^^ ^ (l+m7 r^' • 

Hence i?^ = ,,., . — sr- . 

V(l+m*) 

The radical* in the denominator may be taken with the 
positive or negative sign, according as the numerator is posi- 
tive or negative, so as to give for DE a positive value. 

"We may also obtain the value oiDEiims ; draw the ordi- 
nate DM meeting the straight line AB at H\ then 

i>^= BE sin DHE= BE cos HAM. 
Now 0M= h ; therefore jffJf = mh + c, and BM= k ; 

therefore BR=Jc^mh — c. 

1 
Also tan^^Jlf=m; therefore cosHAM=—rrz jr-; 

therefore BE^—tt:: or-. 

>v/(l + mr) 

3—2 



LENGTH OF A CERIAIK STRAiaHT LINE. 

- ''' on the straight line y —mx — c = Q a perpen- 
.rawn from the point (h^, k^ and also a per- 
rom the point {\, fej, the ratio of the first 
r to the second is equal to the numerical ratio 

- c to i, - mft, — c, 

Ind the length of the straight line dravm from, a 
I a given direction to meet a given straight line. 
I be the given point ; and suppose a straight line 
^his point at an inclination a to the axis of :c to 
light line 

Aa! + B^+C = (1). 

the required length; x,, y. the co-ordinates of 
ere the straight line drawn from (Ji, k) meets (1) ; 
.27, 

— i=»"COsa, y^ — k^rsma (2). 

y^ ia on (1), 

re .4 (A + r cosa) + jB(i + r 8ina) + C=0; 
Ah + Bk+C 



therefore i 



a + jB sin a ' 



rhia Chapter we have used equations of the fonn 
o represent straight lines. The student may 
self by solving the problems by means of the 
trical forma of the equation to a straight line, 

0=0, - + |-1 = 0, iccosa-l-2/sina-j3 = 0. 

[ta of course can be easily compared with those we 
d. For example, if in Art. 4-7 we represent the 
t line by the equation jda;-t-5y-i-(?=0, the result 

aid coincide with the value of ,,, - — ,,- when for 

A a '^^ ■^ 

- -TT and — -n for c ; that is, the result must be 

AlHrBkA-0 

^[A' + Ji'l ■ 
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Similarly, if the given straight line be represented by 

X cos a + 2/ sin a — |) = 0, 
we shall find for the perpendicular on it from (A, Ic) 

+ (A cos a + A; sin a — p). 

Thus if the equation to a straight line be in the form 

X cos a + y sin a — p = 0, 

the length of the perpendicular drawn from a point on this 
straight line is the numerical value of the expression on the 
left-hand side of this equation, when for x and y are .substituted 
the co-ordinates of the given point. This result is of such great 
importance that we shall proceed to examine it more closely. 

50. We may however previously observe that if the equa- 
tion to a straight line be given in any form, we can immedi- 
ately transform it so that it may be expressed in terms of the 
length of the perpendicular from the origin and the inclination 
of this perpendicular to the axis of x. For example, suppose 
the equation to be 

» 
Change the sign of every term so that the last term may be 
negative; thus the equation becomes 

-2a;-32/-4 = 0. 

Divideby V(2' + 3*); thus 

_ 2x_^ Sy i_3,o 

V13 V13 V13 * 

This is of the form 

a? cos a -f- y sin a — p = 0, 

2 3 ^ 

and cos a = — r-^, sina = — r^-^, p = 



V13 ' ^ V13 ' ^ V13 • 

37r 
In this example a is an angle lying between tt and -^ . 

Any other example may be treated in a similar manner, 
the rule being the following. Collect the terms on one side, 
and if necessary, change the signs so that the equation may 
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hem the iorm Ax + Si/ — C=0, where Ois positive; tlien 
divide by ^ (^' + J?) ; thus the equation becomes 
Ax , By 



,/(A- + S-)^ViA- + S^ ^(,A' + B^ 
this is of the required form, and 



-0; 



'^(,A- + S^' 



'^(A'+B')'' 







Thus every equation representing a straight line may be 
brought to the form acosa + ysiua— j3 = 0, where p is a 
positive quantity, unless the straight line passes through the 
origin, and then ^ = 0. 

WTien we use the equation x cos a + y sin a — p = tve shall 
always suppose p positive. 

51, The straight line -whose equation is 
iccosa+ysina— p = 
might be called " the straight line {p, a)," since the constants 
p and a determine the straight line ; but when there is no risk 
of confounding it with another straight line, it may be more 
shortly called " the straight line a," and the equation may be 
expressed shortly, thus, "iz = 0." 

We shall now give another investigation of the expression 
for the length of the perpendicular from a given point on the 
straight line {p, a). 

let AB represent the straight line {p, a), the origin, P 
the point (a;, y), so that P and are on opposite sides of A£, 
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Draw OQ, P^ perpendicular to AB, and Pifcf parallel to 0Y\ 
through M draw a straight line parallel to AB, meeting OQ 
and JPZ, produced if necessary, at Q and Z' respectively. 

Then OQ'— OMcos a = a; cos a ; P2" = PJf sin a =y sin a ; 

PZ=^ OQ' + PZ'" Oe = a?cosa + 3/sina-i?. 

If P and be on the same side of AB we shall obtain for 
the length, of the perpendicular 

|) — cc cos a — 2/ sin a. 

It will be found that these results will hold for all varieties 
of the figure. 

52. Or we may proceed as follows. 

Let a? cos a +y sin a —^ = (1) 

be the equation to a straight line, and let x\ y be the co- 
ordinates of the point from which a perpendicular is drawn 
upon the straight line ; it is required to find the length of 
this perpendicular. The equation to any straight line which 
is parallel to (1) and on the same side of the origin, may be 
written thus, 

iccosa + 2/sina— jp' = (2), 

where p' is the perpendicular jfrom the origin upon this straight 
. line. If this straight line pass through the point (a?', y), we 
must have 

X cos a + y' sin a —p = ; 

therefore ^ = x cos a + y' sin a. 

The length of the perpendicular from (xy y*) on (1) will be 
p'— jp if the point and the origin are on different sides of the 
straight line, and p—p' if they are on tte same side ; that is, 

a?' cos a + y' sin a — 2^ ^ • ^^ i\ 

in the former case, and in the latter case 

jE? — a?' cos a — y sin a* *iv\^w^ 

If the straight line parallel to (1) be on the opposite side 
of the origin, its equation will be 

sc cos (tt + a) + 2^ sin [nr + a) — p' = 0, 
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where p is the lengt.h of the perpendicular from the origin 
upon it. If this strajght line pass through the point [x', y) 
we must have 

ir'cosa + y sina+y = ; 
therefore p' = — a:' cos a — y sin a. 

The length of the perpendicular from [x\ y) on (1) will be 
the sum of p' and^, that is, 

p — x' cos a —y' sin a. 

We may now suppress the accents on x and y, and we 
have the same conduaion as before. 

53. Thus the length of the perpendicular from the point 
{x, y) on the straight line 

X cos a + yaina— p = 
is arcosa + ysino— ^, or p — xQoa a — y saxtx, 

a^^cording as the point {x, y) and the origin are on different 
aides of the straight line or on the same side of it. 

The student will perceive that we speak here of the point 
{x, y) and the straight line x cos a 4- y sin a '— p = 0, and that 
we use the same symbols x, y, in speaking of the point and of 
the straight line. But we do not mean that the point {x, y) 
is to be ore the straight line, that is, we do not mean the x and 
y which are co-ordinates of the point {x, y) to have the same 
values as they have for any point in the straight line 

ic cos a + y sin a - p = 0. 
We might use x', j/ as co-ordinates of the point to prevent 
confusion, but it is found convenient to adopt the notation 
here used, as the advantages more than compensate for the 
increased attention which is required from the student in dis- 
tinguishing the diiierent meanings of the symbols, 

54. We have iij Art 51 left the student to convince him- 
self by drawing the figures in different ways, that the length 
of the perpendicular from the point {x, y) on the straight line 
(p, o) is always + {x cos a +y sin a —p), the upper or lower 
sign being tsien according as {x, y) and the origin are on 
different sides, or on the same side of the straight line (p, a); 
We may also arrive at the result imperfectly, thus. We may 
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first, shew, as in Art. 47, that the length of the perpen- 
dicular must always be equal to one of the two expressions 
± {x cos a -h 2/ sin a — ;?), and may then proceed to distinguish 
the cases. Now the expression x cos a + y sin a — p is nega- 
tive when the point {Xy y) is the origin, because it becomes 
then — J9; also this expression cannot change its sign so 
long as {x, y) is taken on the same side of the straight line 
{p, cl) as the origin because it cannot change its sign without 
passing through the value zerOy and it cannot vanish until the 
point {x, y) is on the straight line. Hence the expression re- 
mains negative so long as (a?, y) is on the same side of the 
straight line (jp, a) as the origin. Similarly, if the expression 
is positive when the point {x, y) has any one position on the 
oilier side of the straight line (p, a), it will continue positive 
so long as (a?, y) is on that side of the straight line ; and it 
may be easily shewn that the expression can be made posi- 
tive by suitable values of x and y ; hence it is always positive 
while (a?, y) is on the opposite side from the origin. We call 
this an imperfect method, because the sentence in italics on 
which the method depends, has probably not sufficiently at- 
tracted the student's attention up to this period of his studies 
to produce perfect conviction. 

55. If the equation to a straight line be x cos a+y sina=0, 
so that JO = 0, we shall still have ± {x cos a -I- y sin a) as the 
length of the perpendicular from the point (a?, y) on it. We 
may dLscriminate as follows : let the equation be so written 
that the coefficient of y is positive; then for points on the same 
side of the straight line as the positive part of the axis of y, 
the perpendicular is a? cos a + y sin a; for points on the other 
side it is — (^cosa+ysina). This is easily shewn by com- 
paring a few figures, or as in Art. 54. 

Oblique Axes. 

56. The results in Arts. 32 — 40 hold whether the axes 
are rectangular or oblique; in Art. 33, however, m must have 
that meaning which is required when the axes are oblique. 

To find the a/ngle between two straight lines referred to 
oblique a^es. 

Let CD be the angle between the axes ; y = m^x + c^ the 
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equation to one straight line; y^m^so+c^ the equation to the 
other. Let a^, a be the angles which these straight lines 
make with the axis of x) and ^ the angle between them. 

By Ai't. 24 

m, sin ft) ^ m« sin (o 

tana-=Y~r^ '\ tana = =— — * • 

* 1 + m^ cos 0) ' 1 + m^ cos <o 

m^ sin ft> m^ sin ft) 



TT i o j^ / N 1 + ^o cos ft) 1 + »?^, cos ft) 

llence tanp or tan (a. — aj = <^ . „ ' 

^ * ^ - Twm^sm ft) 

1 + — 



(1 +WjCos ft)) (1 + m^ cos ft)) 

_ (mg — Wj) sin ft) 

1 + (wij + wig) cos ft) + w^m^ * 

Hence the condition that the straight lines may be at right 
angles is 

1 + (wij + wij) cos ft) + m^Tw, = 0. 

57. To find the length of the perpendicular drawn from 
a given point on a straight line. 

We shall proceed as in the latter part of Art. 47; the 
student may also obtain the result by the method in the 
former part of that Article. 




Let AB be the given straight line ] D the given point ; 
A, k its co-ordinates. 

Let the equation to AB be y = mx + c. 

Draw JDflilf parallel to OY, and 2>jE perpendicular to AB) 
then 

DE^DH Bin DEE. 
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Now DH=DM''HM=k-(mh + c)=k-mh-c, 
Let JBAX=a, then DHE ox AHM=^(o- a, 

and -: — 7 : = m (Art. 24) : 

sin (ft) — a) ^ ^ ' 

therefore sin (© — a) = = -ttz — ^ k (-^- 24) ; 

^ ^ m V(l+2mcosft)+m*) ^ 

XT- i» 7m:t (^ — 'Wl^ — C) sin 6) 

therefore i)jS= /.., , ^ ^ ^ gv . 

V (1 + 2m cos 6> + m) 

If a" straight line be drawn from D to meet AB at an 
angle fi, its length will be BE cosec /8, and will therefore be 
known since DE is known. 

If the equation to a straight line be in the form given in 
Art. 26, namely, x cqs a + y cos ^ — ^ = 0, the length of the 
perpendicular on it from the point {x\ y) will be 

+ (x cos a-\- y cos 13 — p). 

This may be deduced from the preceding expression, or it 
may be obtained in the manner of Art. 51. 

Polar Co-ordinates. 

58. To find the polar equation to the straight line which 
passes through two given points. 

Let r^, 0^ be the* co-ordinates of one point; and r^, 0^ 
those of the other; and suppose the equation to the straight 
line 

rcos (^— a)=p, 

that is, rcos^cosa + rsin^sin a = jp (1). 

Since this straight line passes through the two points, we 
have 

r^cos 0^cos a + r^sin 0^sm a== p (2), 

rgcos^2cosa + rjsin02sina=^ (3). 

From (1) and (2) 

(r cos 0'-r^ cos 0^) cos a + (r sin 5— r^ sin'tf J sin a = 0...(4). 

From (2) and (3) 

(r^ cos 0^-' r^ cos 0^ cos a + (r^sin 0^— r^ sin^J sin a =0. . .(5), 
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?'^ cos d^ — r^ cos 0^ r^ sm ^^ — r^ sin ^^ 

After reduction we obtain 

rr^ sin (^, -0)+ r^r^ sin (^, - 0^) + r^r sin (^ - 0^) = 0... (6). 

This equation has a simple geometrical interpretation; for 
if we draw a figure and take for the origin and A, B, P for 
the points (r^, 0^), (r^, ^J, (r, 0), respectively, we see that 
equation (6) is the expression of the fact that one of the tri- 
angles OAP, OBP, OAB, is equal in area to the sum of the 
other two. 

59. We have seen that a straight line is the locus of an 
equation of the first degree ; as we proceed it will appear that 
if an equation be of a degree higher than the first, the cor- 
responding locus will be generally some curve ; we may notice 
here some exceptional cases. 

Suppose the equation 

x^ — iax + 4a' + y^= 

be proposed ; this equation may be written 

{X''2ay + y'=^0. 

Hence we see that the ordi/ solution is 

y = 0, x=2a. 

Thus the corresponding locus consists only of a single 
point on the axis of a? at a distance 2a from the origin. 

Again, suppose the equation to be 

ar* + 2^ + l = 0. 

No real values of x and y will satisfy this equation ; in 
this case then there is no corresponding locus, or as it is 
usually expressed, the locus is impossible. Thus, the locus 
corresponding to a given equation may reduce to a single 
point, or it may be impossible. 

60. We have seen that the equation to a single straight 
line is always of the Jirst degree ; an equation of a higher 
degree than the first may however represent a locus consist- 
ing of two or more straight lines. For example, suppose 

l/'-a^^O (1); 

therefore y = a; (2), or y = — x (3). 
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If the co-ordinates of a point satisfy diher (2) cyr (3), they 
will satisfy (1) ; that is, every point which is comprised in 
the locus (2) is comprised in (1), and every point which is 
comprised in (3) is also' comprised in (1). Hence (1) repre- 
sents two straight lines which pass through the origin, and 
make respectively angles of 45" and 135* with the axis of cc. 

Again take the general equation of the second degree be- 
tween two variables 

• ax^ + hocy + cy' + dx + ey +f= ; 
and let us determine when it represents two straight lines. 

We have 

cy^ + {bx + e) y + aa^ + dx -^f^O, 

Hence considering this as a quadratic equation in y, and 
solving in the usual way we obtain 

__ _ bx + e ^/{{bx + ef - 4c (oa^ + dx +/)} 
y" 2c - ¥c ' 

The expression under the radical sign is 

(i'-4ac)a;'+2(6c-2cc?)a? + e''-4c/; 

if this expression is an exdot square with respect to x it is 
obvious that the proposed equation of the second degree 
breaks up into two equations of the first degree between 
X and y, and so represents two straight lines. 

The condition which is necessary and sufiScient to ensure 
that the expression under the radical sign is a perfect square 
with respect to x is, by Algebra^ Chapter xxii, 

{be - 2cdf = {V - 4ac) (e* - 4c/). 

61. An equation which only involves one of the varia- 
bles, represents a series of straight lines parallel to one of the 
axes. Thus, if there be an equation f[x) = 0, we obtain by 

solving it a series of values for x, as x = a^y x = a^, and 

each of these equations represents a straight line parallel to 
the axis of y. Similarly f(j/)=0 represents a series of 
straight lines parallel to the axis of x. 

An equation of the form /{ ) = represents a series of 
straight lines passing through the origin ; for by solving the 



46 LOCI CONSISTING OF STRAIGHT LINES. 

equation we obtain a series of values for - , as - = m„ - = m„.. .. 

X CO ^ X ^ 

and each of these equations represents a straight line passing 
through the origin. Of course if an equation f{x) = 0, 

/(y) ^^> ^^' y ( ) ~ ^ hdi,YQ no real roots, the corresponding 
locus is impossible. 

The equation Ay^ + Bxy + Co? = may be put in the form 



2 



\xJ X 



Since this is a quadratic in - we obtain two values for it, 

X 

suppose - = m^ and - = m, ; hence the equation generally 

represents two straight lines passing through the origin. If 
B^ be less than 4* AC, then m^ and m^ are impossible, and the 
only solution of the given equation is x = 0, ^ = ; that is, 
the locus is a single point, namely, the origin. 

62. It is obvious that if the locus represented by an 
equation f{x, y) =0 passes through the origin, the values 
a; = 0, y = must satisfy the equation. We can thus imme- 
diately determine by inspection whether a proposed locus 
passes through the origin or not. 

63. In Art. 39 we determined the co-ordinates of the 
point of intersection of two given straight lines : the pro- 
position may , obviously be generalised. Let f^ (x, y) = 0, 
f^ (a?, y) = 0, represent two curves, then the co-ordinates of 
the points where they meet will be determined by solving 
these simultaneous equations. It may be shewn that if one 
equation be of the m}^ degree and the other of the n^, the 
number of common points cannot exceed mn, (See Theory 
of Equations, Chapter XX.) 

64. We will exemplify the Articles of this Chapter by 
applying them to demonstrate some properties of a triangle. 

The straight lines drawn from the angles of a triangle to 
the middle points of the opposite sides rneet at a point 



h 
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Let ABG be a triangle, D, E, F the middle points of the 
sides ; take A for the origin, AB for the direction of the axis 




A F 3 X 

of ar, and a straight line through A at right angles to AB for 
the axis of y. Let AB = a, and let a?', ^' be the co-ordinates 
of G. Since i> is the middle point of CB, the abscissa of D is 

J (a?' + a) and its ordinate ^ (Art. 10) ; since E is the middle 

point of AC, the abscissa of ^ is ^ and its ordinate '— ; since 

F is the middle point of AB, its abscissa is ^ and its ordi- 
nate zero. Hence by Art. 35, 

the equation to AD is y = -r (1); 

a? -f" tt 

the equation to jBJ^is y=^ ^ ,1. (2); 

the equation to CF \a y =1AJ^ZL^ (3^^ 

To find the point of intersection of (2) and (3) we put 

y (x-a) ^ y'{2x-a) ^ 
a?' -2a 2a;' -a ' 

therefore (a? — a) {2x — a) = (2aj — a) {x — 2a) ; 
therefore 3aa? =^a {x +a); therefore a; = J (a?' + a). 

Substitute this value of a? in (2) and we find y = % • 

We have thus determined the co-ordinates of the point 
of intersection of (2) and (3) ; moreover we see that these 
values satisfy (1) ; hence the straight line represented by (1) 
passes through the intersection of the straight lines repre- 
sented by (2) and (3), which demonstrates the proposition. 
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The straight lines drawn from the angles of a triangle 
perpendicular to the opposite sides meet at a point 
quation to BC ia {Art. 35) 

i equation to the straight line through A perpen- 

■ 50 is (Art. 44) 

y=--Y^^ * '■ 

tquation to AC ia y = -,(ti; hence the equation to 
ht hne through B perpendicular to AG is 

2'=-^C^-«) {5)- 

raight line through G perpendicular to AB will be 
) the axis of y, and its equation will be (Art. 15} 

• -« -CS)- 

it the point of intersection of (5) and (6) we have 

x = »', y = -'^,{x'-a); 

jse values satisfy (4), the straight line represented 
.sses through the intersection of the straight lines 
id by (5) and (6). 

'.raighi lines drawn through the middle points of the 

', triangle respectively ai right angles to those sides 

point, 

quation to the straight line through J) at right 

2ft? is 



to the straight line through E at righ 

^-^-f(^-S • «> 
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The equation to the straight line through F at right angles- 
to AB is 

cc=l ...(9)\ 

Now at the point of intersection of (8) and (9) we have 

__ a ^y ^' (^ ^'\ 

these values satisfy (7) ; hence the straight lines represented 
by (7), (8), and (9), meet at a point. 

Let us denote by P the point of intersection of the three 
straight lines in the first proposition, by Q the point of inter- 
section of the three straight lines in the second proposition, 
and by R the point 9f intersection of the three straight lines 
in the third proposition ; we will now shew that P, Q, and R 
lie in one straight line. • The co-ordinates 

of P are « = J (a?' + a),. V^%y 






of Q are x — x\ y = -? (a •-- a?') ; 

e -u « y' d ia — x) 

Hence the equation to the straight line passing through 
Pand ^is 

■ yy'J:^7;?~^(.-^) (10). 

* 3 x'-i{x+a)\ 3 / ^ \ 

In this equation put a; = ~ , then 



3 



^ («_<,-) -I 



H2x'-a) (6-3) = -Mi^^"-"^"3i 



x'(a-x') ,j/,y' y x'{a- <»') 
tlierefore y = -— 2^ +3 + 6 2 W~ ' 

Hence the point B is on the straight line -represented by 
(10), for the co-ordinates of B satisfy (10). 

T, C. S. 4 



L. 



C 50 ) 

EXAMPLES. 

1. Find the equations to the straight lines which pa^s 
through the following pairs of points : 

(1) (0, 1), and (1, - 1). (2) (2, 3), aiid<2, 4). 

(3) (1, 1), and (- 2, - 2). (4) (0, - a), and (0, - 6). 

2. Find the equations to the straight lines which pass 
through the point (4, 4) and are inclined at an angle of 45*^ 
to the line y = 2a?. 

3. Find the equations to the straight lines which pass 
through the point (0, 1), and are inclined at an angle of 30** 
to the line y + x=2. 

4. Find the equations to the straight lines which pass 
through the origin and are inclined at an angle of 45** to the 
straight line x = 2. 

5. Find the equations to the straight lines which pass 
through the origin and are inclined at an angle of 60* to the 
straight line a; + y V3 = !• 

6. Find the angle between the straight lines a: + y=l, 
y = a? + 2 ; also find the co-ordinates of the point of intersec- 
tion. 

7. Find the angle between the straight lines a?-f-y V3=0 
and ic — y V3 = 2. 

8. Find the angle between w + Sy = l and a? — 2y = 1. 

9. Find the equations to the straight lines passing 
through a given point in the axis of o), and making an angle 
of 45** with the axis of x. 

10. Find the equation to the straight line which passes 
through the origin and is perpendicular to the straight line 
a? + 2/ = 2. 

11. Find the perpendicular distance of the point (1^ — 2) 
from the straight line a; + y — 3 = 0. 

12. Find the length of the perpendicular from the point 
(a, h) on the straight line - + ^ = 1. 
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13. Find the co-ordinates of the point of intersection of 

so 11 SC 11 

the straight lines - + r = 1 and r + - = 1. 

14. Find the equation to the straight line which passes 
through the point (a, 6), and through the intersection of the 

X 11 XV 

straight lines - + t = 1 and y + ^ = 1. 

15. Shew what loci are represented by the equations : 

(1) a;" + y» = 0, (2) a?-.t,»=0, 

(3) a? + ^ = 0, (4) ay = 0, 

(5) a? + 3^ + a*=0, (6) a:(y-a) = 0. 

16. Interpret 

(1) (^-a)(y-i) = t), 

(2) (^-a)»+(y-.6)»=0, 

(3) (a7-2/ + a)*+(a? + 3^-a)»=0. 

17. What straight lines are represented by the equation 

18. Shew that 3^' - ^xy - Za? + 30^7 - 27 = represents 
two straight lines at right angles to one another. 

19. Find the equations to the diagonals of the four-sided 
figure, the sides of which are represented by the equations 

07 = 4, y=5, y = a?, y = 2a7. 

20. ABCDEF is a regular hexagon; take A for the 
origin, -45 as axis of Xy and a straight line through A at 
right angles to AB as axis of y ; find the equations to all the 
straight lines joining the angular points of the hexagon. 

21. Given the co-ordinates of the angular points of a 
triangle, find the equation to the straight line which joins the 
middle points of two sides. 

22. Find the tangent of the angle between the straight 
lines 

y — mx=0 and my + x^O, 

when referred to oblique axes. 

4—2 
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Shew that whether the axes be rectangular or obliqae 
;ht lines y + ^ ™ and y~w = are at right angles. 
Given the lengths of two sides of a parallelogram 
tngle between them, write down the equations to the 
jnals and find the angle between them ; taking one 
■ners as ori^n, and the two aides which meet at that 
axes. 

[n the figure to Art. 75, take BA and BO as the axes 
y ; suppose BA = a, BC = c; and let h, k he the 
tes of B; then form the equations to -4C, BD, 

With the notation of the preceding Example, find 
linatea of the middle point oS AC and those of the 
oint of BD, and form the equation to the straight 
ng throi^h these two points. 

With the same notation find the co-ordinates of the 
oint of EF, and thus shew that this point lies on 
;ht line joining the middle points oi AG and BD. 

If - + ^ = 1 and — , + ^ = 1 be the equations to two 

ines, which with the co-ordinate axes {rectangular or 
contain equal areas, and x', y' be the co-ordinates of 
of their interaection ; shew that 

What points on the axis of x are at a perpendicular 
I from the straight line - + ? — 1 ? 
form the equation for determining the abscissa of a 
the straight tine of which the equation is - + "^ = 1, 

itance from a given point {a, /9) shall be equal to a 
tight Hue c. Shew that there are in general two such 
d in the particular case in which those points coincide 

c" (o* + i*) = {0(8 -H Jd - ab)\ 
rind the tangent of the angle between the two straight 
esented by the equation -4y* + Bxy + Gb* = 0. 
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32. Find the points of iatersection of the straight lines 
a? + 2y -^ 5 = 0, 2d? +y — 7 = 0, and y — a? — 1 = ; and shew 

that the axea of the triangle formed by them is | . 

33. The area of the triangle formed by the straight lines 

y = a?tana, y = a:tan)8, y=a?tan7 + c> 
(? ^yaip. — ^ cos* 7 



IS 



2 sin (a — 7) sin Q8 — 7) * 



34. Given the equations to two parallel straight lines, 
find the distance between them. 

35. Determine the angle between the straight lines 

- = 4 cos ^ + 3 sin ^, - = 3 cos ^ — 4 sin ft 
r r 

36. Interpret F{&) — ^\ for example, sin 3^ = 6. 

37. If the axes be inclined at an angle o), the condition 
that the straight lines Ja? + 5y + (7 = 0, A!x + Ry+G' = 0, 
may be equally inclined to the axis of x in opposite direc- 
tions is 

B JS" ^ 

^ + -J? = 2 cos a>. 

38. In the preceding Example, if besides being equally 
inclined to the axis of x the straight lines pass through the 
origin and are perpendicular to one another, the equation to 
the straight lines is ^ + 2xy cos (o + y* cos 2a> = 0. , 

39. Two parallel straight lines are drawn at an inclina- 
tion to the axis of x through the two points whose co-ordi- • 
nates are a, h, and a, J'; shew that the distance between 
these straight lines is (fc' — b) cos 6 --{a! — a) sin ft Hence 
determine the rectangle whose sides pass through four given 
points, and whose area is given. 

40. A square is moved so as always to have the two 
extremities of one of its diagonals upon two fixed straight 
lines at right angles to each other in the plane of the square; 
shew that the extremities of the other diagonal will at the 
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same time move upon two other fixed straight lines at right 
angles to each other. 

41. AB and BG are two straight lines at right angles to 
each other, ^ is a fixed point, B moves along a given straight 
line, and AB to £(7 is a given ratio; determine the locus 

of a 

42. OX and OF are fixed straight lines meeting at any 
angle ; a straight line of given length slides along OX, and 
another straight line of given length slides along Y. Find 
the locus of a point which is so taken that the sum of the 
areas formed by joining it to the ends of the moving straight 
lines is constant. 

43. Shew that the straight lines FG^ KB, AL, in the 
figure to Euclid I. 47, meet at a point. 

44. If on the sides of a triangle as diagonals, parallelo- 
grams be described, having their sides parallel to two given 
straight lines, the other diagonals of the parallelograms will 
meet at a point. 

45. If from a fixed point a straight line be drawn 
OABGD.,. meeting at A, B, C, 2),... any given fixed straight 
lines in one plane, and if 

111^1 



OX OA^ OB • OG 

X being a point in OA, the locus of X is a straight line. 

46. Shew that the area of the triangle contained by the 
axis of y and the straight lines y = m^x + c^, y = m^ + Cg, is 

2(w,-my 

47. Determine the area of the triangle contained by the 
straight lines y=m^x-\-c^y y — rnjc + c^^ y = m^x + c^. 

48. The area of the triangle formed by the three straight 

-. be T ac ab , 

hnes y = ax--jy y^ox"-^ , y^cx---^ , is 

(g — &)(& — c) (c — g) 
8 • 



( 55 ) 



CHAPTER IV. 

STBAIGHT LINE CONTINUED. 

65. We Have seen that each of the equations 

represents a straight line. We will now interpret the equa- 
tion 

^a? + 5y+(7 + X(^'a? + .B'y+C7') = (1), 

where X is some constant quantity. 

I. Equation (1) must represent some straight line, because 
it is of the first degree in the variables x, y. (Art. 16.) 

II. The straight line represented iy (1) passes through 
the intersection of the straight lines represented by 

Ax'\-By -{- (7 = (2), 

Ax-\' By+ C" = (3). 

For the values of x and y which satisfy simvManeously (2) 
and (3) will obviously satisfy (1) ; that is, the point at which 
(2) and (3) intersect lies on (1). 

III. By giving a suitable value to the constant \ the 
equation (1) may be made to represent any straight line 
which passes through the intersection of (2) and (3). 

For let x^,y^ denote the co-ordinates of the point of inter- 
section of (2) and (3) ; suppose any straight line drawn through 
this point, and let x^, y^ be the co-ordinates of another point 
in it. Now we have already shewn in II. that the straight 
line (1) passes through (a?^, yj ; we have therefore only to 
shew that by giving a, suitable value to X the straight line 
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be made to pass through (i,, y^, because two straight 
liich have two commoii points must coincide. Substi- 
tf, for JT and y respectively in (1), and detennine \ so 
rtisfy the equation. Thus 

V use this value of X in (1) ; then the equation 

ats a straiglit line passing through {x^, y^ aad (ar,, y^. 
have thus shewn that by giving a suitable value to \, 
nation (1) will represent any straight line passiag 
1 the intersection of (2) and (3). 

The preceding Article is very important, and corn- 
presents difficulties to beginners. The student should 
ve it until be is thoroughly familiar with the three 
tions which are contained in it. The first proposition 
)U8. To demonstrate the second proposition the student 

he pleases, actually find the values of x and y which 
simultaneously Ax+£y+ C= 0, and A'x^B'y-^ C'=0, 
ivince himself, by substituting these values, that they 
sfy Ax+By+ C+\{A'x+B'y + C')=0. There is, 
T, no necessity for solving the first equations, because 
ident that values of w and y which make Ax + By+G 
'x + B'y+ C vanish simultaneously must also make 
{y+ G + \{A'x + ^y+ G') vanish, because they make 
' the two members of the expression vanish. The third 
tion of the preceding Article is usually the most dif- 

the student is apt to think it needs no demonstration. 

be obvious, however, that by giving different values 
ifferent straight lines are represented, and that we can 
itain as many straight lines as we please, but this does 
iw that we can by a suitable value of X in (1) represent 
light line passing through the intersection of (2) and (3), 
: example, if the straight lines (2) and (3) be DSE&ad 
ispectively, it might have happened that all the straight 
jpresented by (1) fell within the angle F&D and none 
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^thin F8E. It requires to be demonstrated then that by 




giving to X a suitable value in (1) we can obtain the equation 
to any straight line through 8. 

67. It is often convenient to denote by a single symbol 
the expression which we equate to zero in our investigations 
in this subject; for example, in Art. 51 we have used the 
symbol a as an abbreviation for ajcosa + y sina— ;?. In 
like manner we may denote such expressions as -4a? + By + C', 

y — TWO? — c, - -f f — 1,... by single symbols, as t*, v,.., u\... 

Now it will be seen that the demonstration in Art. 65 applies 
to any form of the equation to a straight line as well as to 
the form Ax-^-By-^- 0=0 which we have used. Hence the 
result may be enunciated thus : if 'W = and t; = be the 
equations to two straight lines, and \ a constant quantity, 
the equation w + Xi; =0 will represent a straight line passing 
through the intersection of the two straight lines; and by 
giving a suitable value to X, the equation will represent any 
straight line passing through the intersection of the two 
straight lines. 

68. If i^s5=0 and v = be the equations to two straight 
lines, then as we have shewn, w + Xv = will represent a 
straight line passing through their intersection ; it is sometimes 
convenient to use the more symmetrical form lu + mv = Oy 
where I and m are both constants. It is obvious that what has 
been said respecting the first form applies to the second ; in 

fact the second is deducible from the first by writing y for X. 

It must be remembered throughout this Chapter that ^ m. 
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w,... X,.., are constants, though for shortness we may omit to 
state it specially in every Article. 

69. Similarly if w = 0, v = 0, w = 0, be the equations to 
three straight lines, and I, m, n be constants, the equation 

lu + mv-\-nw = (1) 

will represent a straight line. Moreover, by giving suitable 
values to I, m, n we may in general make this equation re- 
present ant/ straight line whatsoever. For suppose we wish 
this equation to represent the straight line passing through 
(a7j, y^) and (x^, y^). Let w^, v^, w^ denote the values of u, v, 
w respectively when we put x^ for x and y^ for y ; and let t/,, 
'V^y Wj be the respective values when x^ and y^ are put for x 

and y respectively. Then determine the values of j and j 

from the equations lu^ + mv^ + nw^ = and lu^-\- mVg+ nw^= ; 

suppose we thus find -y- ~ T" > ^"^^ 7 ~ \' > substitute these values 

in the equation t^ + -jr;4-v«^ = 0, and we obtain 

ii p 
u + ^v + -w=0, or Xu + fiv + vw^O, 

At At 

which represents the straight line passing through the points 
. (^„ 2^,) and (a?„ yj. 

We have said above that the equation (1) can in general 
be made to represent any straight line, because there are 
exceptions which we now proceed to. notice. 

When the straight lines represented by w = 0, z; = 0, and 
w = meet at a point, the equation (1) represents a straight 
line which necessarily passes through that point. For since 
the three given straight lines meet at a point, u, v, and w 
vanish simultaneously at that point ; therefore lu + mv + nw 
also vanishes at that point, so that the straight line repre- 
sented by equation (1) passes through that point. 

When the three given straight lines are parallel the equa- 
*tions w = 0, i; = 0, w^O will be of the forms 
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and thus equation (1) may be reduced to 

^ l + m + n 

and this equation represents a straight line parallel to the 
given straight lines. 

Thus if the three given straight lines meet at a point or 
are parallel, equation (1) will not represent any straight line ; 
for the straight line represented by equation (1), in the former 
case passes through the point at which the given straight 
lines meet, and in the latter case is parallel to the given 
straight lines. 

We may shew that there is no other exception. For the 
general investigation is always conclusive except when X, fi, 
and V all vanish, that is, when 

v^w^ — v^w^ = Oy WjU^-^w^Uj^^O, UjV^ — u^v^^O .'.....(2). 

We shall now shew that when equations (2) are satisfied, 
the three given straight lines either all meet at a point or are 
parallel. 

First suppose that the points (x^, y^ and (a;,, y^ are not 
on any of the three given straight lines ; so that none of the 
quantities w^, v^, w^, u^, v,, w^ vanish. 

From the first of equations (2) we have -^ = -^ ; hence by 

Art 47 it follows that the ratio of the perpendiculars from 
(a?j, yj and (aj^, y^ on the straight line t; = 0, is the same as 
the ratio of the perpendiculars from the same points on the 
straight line w = h. Hence it will follow geometrically either 
that the straight lines i; = and w; = are both parallel to the 
straight line joining (a?^, yj and (aj^, y^), or else that these three 
straight lines meet at a point. Similar results follow from the 
second of equations (2), and from the third of equations (2). 
Hence in this case if equations (2) are satisfied, the three 
given straight lines either meet at a point or are parallel. 

Next suppose that one of the two given points is situ- 
ated on one of the three given straight lines; suppose for 
example that w. = 0. Then from the first of equations (2) it 
follows that either v^ = or t^a = 0. Suppose we take v^ = 0. 
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Then from the second and third of equations (2) we deduce 

either that m, = or else that w, = t) and d, = ; in the former 

case the three given straight lines all pass through the point 

(a;,, y,) ; in the latter case the straight lines v = and w = 

both naas through the two points (a; , y,) and (x,, y,), that is. 

he given straight lines coincide so that all three will 

dther to two intersecting straight lines or to two par- 

Eiight lines. Suppose we take w, = in conjuuction 

= 0. Then the straight line w = passes through the 

)ints (a;^, yj and (a;,, yj. From the third of equa- 

I we have -■ = -J ; and thus the straight lines « = 

either meet on the straight line joining the points 
md (Xj, y,), or are parallel to this straight line ; that 
traight lines m = 0, v = 0, and vt = either meet at a 
are parallel. 

Let a = 0, j3 = he the equations to two straight 
areseed in terms of the perpendiculars from the origin 
r inclinations to the axis of x (see Art. 50), so that a 
breviation for a: cos a + y sin a —^„ and )3is an abbre- 

for aicos/S + yfiin^S-y,; we proceed to shew the 
; of the equations a — ;3 = and a + j3 ^^ 0. 




SA be the straight line a — 0, and SB the straight line 
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^8 = ; let 80 bisect the angle A SB, and SD bisect the sup- 
plement of A SB; the angle JDSG is therefore a right angle. 
Take any point P in SG and draw the perpendiculars FM, 
PN on SA, SB respectively. If a?, y be the co-ordinates 
of Py the length of PM is a by Art. 54, and the length of PN 
is /3, Since yS'C^ bisects the angle A8B, PM^PN; therefore 
for any point in SG we have jS^sa; that is, the equation to 
8C 18 a^fi. 

Similarly, the equation to SD is a =» — /8, 

■ 

Thus a — /8 = and a + /8=0 represent the two straight 
lines which pass through the intersection of a » and /3 &= 
and bisect the angles formed by these straight lines. 

The student must distinguish between the straight lines 
a— /8 = and a + y8 = 0; the following rule may be used: 
the two straight lines a = 0, )8 = 0, will divide the plane in 
which they lie into four compartments ; ascertain in which of 
these compartments the origin of co-ordinates is situated; 
a — /8 = bisects that angle between a = and )8 = in which 
the origin of co-ordinates lies. This is obvious from the in- 
vestigation in the preceding Article and the remarks in Arts. 
53, 54. 

The equation a + \^ sa represents a straight line such 
that \ is numerically equal to the ratio of the perpendicular 
from any point of it on a =* to the perpendicular from the 
same point on /8 =^ 0. If \ is positive the straight line 
a + X/8 = lies in the same two of the four compartments 
just alluded to as the straight line a+/8 = 0; if X be negative 
the straight line a + \/8 = lies in the same two compart- 
ments as the straight line a — ^ = 0. From the figure we see 
that PM=^ PS sm PSM axid PN-- PS sin PSN; hence X or 

TT?= -: — rrTTxrl that is, X oxprcsscs the ratio of the sine of 
PN am PSN' > f 

the angle between a = and a + X^ = to the sine of the 

angle l^tween /3 = and a + X^ = 0. 

71. We shall continue to express the equation to a 
straight line by the abbreviation a = when the equation is 
of the form a? cos a +y sin a - p = ; when we do not wish to 
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restrict ourselves to this form, we shall use such notation as 
t^ = 0, t; = 0, w' = 0, 

Let u = 0, V = be the equations to two straight lines, 
the axes being rectangular or oblique; then u^\v = and 
u + \v = represent two straight lines passing through the 
intersection of the first two. Suppose, as in Art. 70, that 8A, 
SB are the first two straight lines and 8G, SD the second 
two ; then wiU 

sin C8A _ sin D8A 

BiaCSB" sinDSB' 

For by Art. 67 it appears that if p be the perpendicular 
from a point {x, y) on the straight line w = 0, then p^fiu, 
where fiis a constant quantity ; similarly if p denote the per- 
pendicular from the same point on t; = 0, then p' = ^iv, where 
fi is a constant quantity. Hence the equation w — \t; = 0, or 

^ — ^- = shews that ^ = -4- ; thus we see that numerically 

without regard to algebraical sign 

sin G8A Xfju 



Similarly, 



therefore 



sin C8B fi! ' 

sin D8A _ \fi 
sinDSB^y' 

sin 08 A _ sin D8A 
sin C8B " sin D8B ' 



72. We will apply the principles of the preceding Arti- 
cles to some examples. 

Let a = 0, /8 = 0, 7 = be the equations to three straight 
lines which meet and form a triangle, and suppose the origin 
of co-ordinates within the triangle; then the equations to 
the three straight lines bisecting the interior angles of the 
triangle are, by Art. 70, 

/3-7 = 0...(l); 7-a = 0...(2); a-/3 = 0...(3). 

These three straight lines meet at a point ; for it is 
obvious that the values of x and y which simultaneously' 
satisfy (1) and (2) will also satisfy (3). 



I 
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Again the equations to the three straight lines which 
pass through the angles of the triangle and bisect the angles 
supplemental to those of the triangle are 

^84-7 = 0... (4); 7+a = 0...(5) ; a + i8 = 0..,(6). 

It is obvious that (3), (4), and (5) meet at a point ; simi- 
larly (5), (6), and (1) meet at a point ; so likewise (4), (6), 
and (2) meet at a point. 

In all our propositions and examples of this kind, we 
shall always suppose the origin of co-ordinates within the 
triangle, unless the contrary be stated. 

73. If a = 0, /8 = 0, 7 = be the equations to three 
straight lines which form a triangle, then any straight 
line may be represented by an equation of the form 
h + mfi + nry = 0; for the exceptional cases noticed in 
Art. 69 cannot occur here. 

Let a, b, c denote the lengths of the sides of the triangle 
which form parts of the straight lines a = 0, yS = 0, 7 = re- 
spectively. Take any point within the triangle and join it 
with the three angular points ; thus we obtain three triangles 

the areas of which are respectively — -5- , — -5- j and — ^ . 

It A. M 

Hence aa + 6;8 + C7 = a constant ; 

the constant being in fact twice the area of the triangle 
taken negatively. 

This result holds obviously for any point within the tri- 
angle determined by a = 0, )S = 0, 7 = 0. It will be found 
on examining the different cases which arise that it is also 
true for any point without the triangle. Hence it is imi- 
versally true. 

Suppose we require the equation to a straight line par- 
allel to the straight line Iol + m^ + 717 = 0. 

This required equation may be written lQL-\-mfi+7Vy'\'k=^0, 
where A is a constant. (Art. 38.) 

Or, since aa + bl3-\- cy is a constant, the required equation 
may be written, Iol + m^ + ny-i-k' (fl% + 6^ + 07) = 0, where 
^' is a constant. 
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74. The straight lines represented by the equations 
u=0, v=^0, w=0, will meet at a point, provided lu+mv-^nw 
is identically = ; Z, m, n being constants. For if 

lu + mv + nw = iderUioalli/, we have w=^ always. 

Hence the equation w = may be written = 0, 

that is, the straight line w = is a, straight line passing 
through the intersection of w = and v = 0. 

75. The following example will furnish a good exercise 
in the subject. 




B A B 



Let ABCD be a quadrilateral ; draw the diagonals AG, 
BD ; produce BA and CD to meet at JF, and AD and BG 
to meet at F\ join EFy forming what is called the ikiri 
diagonal of the quadrilateral. Suppose 

w = 0, the equation to AB, (1), 

t; = 0, BC,..^ (2), 

w = 0, CD, (.3). 

We propose to express the equations to the other straight 
lines of the figure in terms of u^ v, w, and constant quan- 
tities. Assume for the equation to BD 

Zw — mt; = (4), 

and for the equation to CA 

mv — nw^O (5). 



I 
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These assumptions are legitimate, because (4) represents 
some straight line passing through B, whatever be the values 
of the constants I and m ; by properly assuming these con- 
stants, we may therefore make (4) represent BD. Also (5) 
represents some straight line through (7, and by giving a 
suitable value to n, we may make it represent GA, We may 
if we please suppose one of the three constants I, m, n, equ^ 
to unity, but for the sake of symmetry we will not make 
this supposition. The equation to AD is 

lu'-mv + nw^O (6); 

for (6) represents a straight line passing through the intersec- 
tion of lu — mv = and w = 0, that is, a straight line through 
D\ also (6) represents a straight line passing through the 
intersection of t* = and mv — wt£? = 0, that is, a straight line 
through A, Hence (6) represents AD. The equation to 
EF\b 

lu + nw — Q (7); 

for (7) obviously represents some straight line through E, and 
since lu + nw^^lu — mv-^-nw-^- mv, (7) represents some straight 
Une through F, Hence (7) represents EF. 

Let Q be the intersection o£ AC and BD. The equation 
to EG is 

lu — nw=^0 (8); 

for (8) represents a straight line passing through the inter- 
section of (1) and (3), and also through the intersection of (4) 
and (5). The equation to FG is 

ZM--2mv + nw = ..(9) ; 

for (9) represents a straight line passing through the inter- 
section of (4) and (5), and also through this intersection of (2) 
and (6). 

Suppose BD produced to meet EF at H, and AG and 
EF produced to meet at K; then it may be shewn that the 
equation to AHis 2lu'-mv+nw=0, that to GHis mv-^nw=Qy 
that to KB is lu + mv=^Q, that to KD is lu — mv + Znw^O. 

We have introduced this example, not on account of any 
importance in the results, but as an exercise in forming the 
equations to straight lines. We proceed to another example 

T. c. s. 5 
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76. If there be two triangles such that the straight lines 

■-Sg the corresponding angles meet at a point, then the in- 

i^ions of the corresponding sides lie on a straight line. 




let j4BCbe one triangle, j4'5 (7' the other triangle ; let 8 
le point at which the strwght lines AA', BB', CC meet 
the equation to BG be « = 0, to OA D=0, and to AB 
), Assume for the equation to 

SC l'u + mv + nvi = (1), 

and to C'A' hi + m'v + nw = (2). 

t is shewn in Art. 69 that the equation to BC may he 
en in the above form, and by the method of that Article 
ij be shewn that by giving suitable values to the con- 
s i!, m', we may make (2) represent C'A'. We will now 
that the equation toAB" may be written in the form 

lu + mv + n'w=:Q (3). 

"he constant n' may he obviously determined, so as to 
3 the straight Jine represented by (3) pass through A' ; 
' be so determined ; it remains to shew that the straight 
(3) will pass through B. From (1) and (2) it follows 
the equation 

(r-I)«+(nt-m')v = (4) 

isents some straight line through C ; but (4) obviously 
■■Beats a straight line passing through the intersection of 
ind OA. Hence (i) is the equation to OC. 
Lgun, the straight line represented by (3) by supposition 
e through A' ; hence &om (2) and (3J we see that 

(m' — m)v+ (n~B')w = (5) 

s equation to AA\ 
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The equation {t '-l)u + {n — n)w = (6) 

represents a straight lin^e passing through the intersection of 
BG and AB, that is, through B; and from (4) and (5) it fol- 
lows that this straight line passes through the intersection of 
GG' and AA\ that is, through S. Hence (6) is the equation 
to SB. 

Now from (1) and (3) it follows that the straight lines ror 
presented by these equations meet on the straight line (6). 
Hence (3) is the equation to A'B". 

The required proposition now easily follows: for the 
straight line represented by 

lu + mv-hnw = ...,, (7) 

passes through the intersection of BO and B'C\ of CA and 
G'A\ and of AB and A'B^ ; that is, these three intersection? 
are on the same straight line. 

Conversely, if there be two triangles such that the inter- 
sections of the corresponding sides lie on a straight line, then 
the straight lines joining the corresponding angles meet at a 
point. To prove this we may begin with the . equations to 
BC, GA, AB, FG\ G'A' b& before, and assume (3) as the 
equation to some straight line through A\ Then (7) will re- 
present the straight line passing through the intersection of 
BG and B'G\ and of GA and G'A' ; now (3) is the equation 
to a straight line passing through the intersection of AB and 
(7) ; hence (3) must be the equation to A'B', Then from the 
form of (1), (2), and (3), it follows immediately that CC 
passes through the intersection of A A* and BB'. * 

It may be shewn also that the equation to the straight 
line which passes through the intersection of AB and A' G\ 
and oi AG and A'B\ is 

lu + m^v + n'w = (8). 

And the intersection of (8) with BG will lie on the 
straight line 

ru + m'v + n'w = (9). 

Similarly the straight line joining the intersection of BA 
and B" C with the intersection oiB G and B'A' meets GA on (9)i 
And also the straight line joining the intersection of GA and 
G'B with the intersection of CB and G'A' meets AB on (9)* 

5—2 
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The two triangles considered in this Article are said to be 
homologous; the point at which the straight lines joining the 
corresponding angles meet is called the centre of homology, 
and the straight line which contains the intersections of the 
corresponding sides is called the axis of homology, 

77. The equation w-|-X« = represents a straight line 
passing through the intersection of the straight lines ^^ = 0, 
t; = 0. Hence if there be a series of straight lines the equa- 
tions of which are all of the fcyrm m + Xv = 0> and diflfer merely 
in having different values of the constant \ all these straight 
lines pass through a point, namely, the intersection of w = 
and V = 0. 

78. The student is recommended to make himself very 
familiar with the preceding Articles of the present Chapter, 
as they contain the essential principles of a subject which has 
received much attention during the last few years. When 
these principles are mastered no difficulty will be found in 
following the numerous investigations in which they have 
been applied. 

The name trilinear co-ordinates is often applied to the 
subject which has been brought before the notice of the stu- 
dent in the present Chapter ; and it is easy to explain the 
appropriateness of the term. Let there be any fixed triangle 
ABC, which maybe called the triangle of reference; take 
any point P in the plane of the triangle, and let a, )8, 7 denote 
thq perpendicular distances of P from BG, CA, AB respec- 
tively : then a, )8, 7 may be called the three co-ordinates of 
the point P. We shall consider a as positive when P is on 
the same side of BC as -4 is, and as negative when P is on 
the opposite side of J? (7; and a similar rule will be adopted 
with respect to the signs of ^ and 7. 

The three co-ordinates of a point are connected by a rela- 
tion ; toT acL + bj3 + cy is equal to twice the area of the tri- 
ande ABC. See Art. 73. 

It will be seen that the meanings here assigned to a, ^, 7 
correspond with those already adopted in this Chapter, except 
that the signs are reversed. Thus to connect trilinear co- 
ordinates with the common co-ordinates we may suppose a to 
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stand for p — x cos a — y sin a, and make similar suppositions 
with respect to /S and 7. 

Formulse which inyolve trilinear co-ordinates may be in- 
vestigated immediately from the definitions without any re- 
ference to the common co-ordinates ; or they may be investi- 
gated with the aid of the common co-ordinates. The latter 
method is naturally suggested by the plan of an elementary 
work like the present; and accordingly we have in substance 
adopted this method in the present Chapter. We will now 
discuss briefly a few more applications of trilinear co-ordi- 
nates ; the student should also exercise himself by the ex- 
amples at the end of the Chapter. 

I. To find the angle between two given straight lines, 

'Lei}<a + fifi + vy = 0a,nd\'a + fi/3 + vy = be the equa- 
tions to the straight lines. 

If we express the first equation in rectangular co-ordinates 
it becomes 

(7— (Xcosa+/ACOS)3+vcos7)a?— (Xsina+)tAsin^-|-i/sin7) y=0, 
where C^ is a constant. 

The second equation may be put into a similar form. 

Let denote the angle between the two straight lines; 

then, by Art. 41, tan 6 =t ?-, where 

•^ ^ 1+mm 

_ Xcosa + /[ACOsy8 + i/cos7 
"~ Xfiin a + /Asin /8 + z'sin 7 ' 

• , X'cos a + ii cos 8 + v cos 7 

and m = - ^-j-, — V-.: — 3 t-- — . 

\ sma+/A sm p + V sm 7 

Hence, substituting and reducing, we find tan ^ is equal 
to a fraction of which the numerator is 

(/«;'— /LtV) sin (7- /8) + (ysl—vX) sin(a— 7) + (X/a'— X'/i) sin {fi—a), 

and the denominator is 

XX' -f- /1/1+ vv-\- {fJi'V+ fiv) cos (7 — j8) 

+ {v\'+ v\) cos (a — 7) + (Xft' + X'fi) cos {13 — a). 

Now we can express the angles y — l3, a— 7, /3 — a in 
terms of the angles of the triangle of reference. For suppose 
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I any point within the triangle of reference and draw 
liculars on the sides; then tte angle between the per- 
ilars on AB and AO is the supplement of A : mus 
f-fi=im'-A or /9-7=180'-A It depends on 
ition of the axb of w in the rectangular co-ordinates 
tf these cases holds. 

shall thus find that 

fi) = ~coaA, co9(a— 7) = — cos5, cos (^ — a) = - cos C> 

j8)=±sin^, Bin(a-7) = + Bin£, Bin03-a)= +8inC; 

the second line we must take the upper sign in alt 
tses, or the lower sign in ail three cases. 
IS finally tau^ is equal to the following expression 
e double sign prefixed. 

/— /t'f) sin A + (vX'— v'\) sin 5+ (\fj.'—\'fi) sin G 
!+vi>''--{fiv'+fi'v)coBA—{vX+v'\)eo»B~{XiJ.'+X'iJ.)oosC ' 
lin, by Art. 41, 

ceediag in the same way we find that sin ^ is equal to 
on of which the numerator is 

ti''—ti.'v)amA + (v\' — v'\) sinB+{\fi''^\'/j) sin C], 
I denominator is the product of 
;\*+m' + p' — 2fn'cos^-2i'Xco35-2X/i.cos C) 
V'+/i''+i'''-2/*Vcos.4 - 2f'X' cos 5~ 2\V cos C). 

To_find the condition that two straight lines tnay he 
! atigles. 

I Talue of tan ^ must he infinite, and thus the deno- 
r of the fraction obtained for tan ^ must be zero. 

Let ABC be the triangle of reference ; and suppose 
light lino denoted hyh.+ m^ + 717 = to cut the sides 
.riangle at D, E, ^respectively, 

O we have « = 0, and therefore ntjS + w/ = 0. Here /9 
: the length of the perpendicular from 2> on ^ C, so that 
) sin C ; and 7 denotes the length of the perpendicular 
on AB, 80 that 7 = 5D sin B. 
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Thus m CZ) sin (7 = - nBD sin B. 

Similarly at E we have 

i8=0, y = AEsmA, a^CEsmCi 
therefore nAE sin -4 = — Z CE sin G. 




And at jPwe have 

,y=:0, a^-BFsinB, i3=^AFsmA; 
therefore IBFsm B = m-4-Psin A. 

Hence hy multiplication we ohtain 

CD.AE. BF^ BD • GE.AF. 
See Appendix to Euclid, Arts. 5 6... 68. 

IV. Let ABG be the triangle of reference: we shall 
shew how the constants I, m, n in the equation to a straight 
line la + mfi + ny = may be expressed in terms of the sides 
of the triangle and the perpendiculars from its angles on the 
straight line. 

Let p, q, r denote the perpendiculars drawn from A, B, C' 
respectively ; any two of them will be considered to be of the 
same sign or of contrary signs according as they fall on the 
same side of the straight line or on contrary sides. 

Proceeding as in HI. we have 

mCDsm G = — nBD8ijxB; 

CD r 



DUL 


BD" q* 


therefore 


mr sin G^nq sin B, 


therefore 


mrc = nqb. 


Similarly 


npa = Ire, 


and 


Igh = mpa. 
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Hence — =— = — ; 

]^ qb TC 

and the equation to the straight line becomes 

paoL + 2 J^ + rc7 = 0. 

V. To jvnd the length of the perpendicular drawn from 
a given point on a given straight; line. 

Let (a', ^, 7') be the given point, and Xa + /ij8 + vy = 
the given straight line. 

By Art. 49 the perpendicular distance is 

where — -4. = \ cos a + /a cos /8 + i/ cos 7, 

— J? = \ sin a + /Lt sin /8 + 1/ sin 7. 

Thus -4*+jB» = 

X* + /ir*+ 1^+ 2fivco&(fi — 7) + 2i/X cos (7 — a) + 2X/a cos (a — /3) 
= X' + /A* + 1/^ — 2fiv cos A — Si'X cos B — 2kfi cos C. 

VI. Suppose we take for the fixed point the vertex A of 
the triangle of reference, so that /8' = and 7' = ; and use 
the values of I, m, n found in IV. Thus the length of the per- 
pendicular from A on the straight line pa/i + qbft + rcrf = is 

»J[p^d^'{- j*6*+ r*c^ — 2qrbc cos A — 2rpca cos B — 2pqctb cos C) ' 

and this perpendicular is equal to p. Moreover if A denote 
the area of the triangle of reference a! a = 2 A. Hence finally 

4A*=^V+ 2*6"+ rV— 2qrbc cos A — 2rpca cos B — 2/7^^ cos C. 

This relation then must hold between the lengths of the 
perpendiculars drawn from Ay B, (7 on any straight line. 
Substitute for cos -4, cos B, and cos C their values in. terms of 
the sides of the triangle ; then the result may be put in the 
form 

4A«=a^(2?-j)(p-r) + J« (?-*•) (?-?)+c"(^-"i>)(^-?)- 

This may be easily verified. For we see that if it be 
true for one straight line it must be true for every parallel 
straight line, since it involves only the differences of the per- 
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pendiculars p, q, r. It will be suflBcient then to shew that 
the result is true for every straight line which passes through 
an angular point of the triangle. 

Take any straight line through A, suppose it to make an 
angle with AB, and an angle ^ with AG; &o that 

+ ^ + A = lSO\ 

Then . |> = 0, y = c sin ^, r = J sin <^. 

We have then to shew that 

j*i' + rV — 2qrbc cos A = 4A*. 

The left-hand member 
= 6V (sin* + sin' ^ — 2 sin 5 sin (f> cos A) 
= 6V{sin»^ + sinV + 2sin^sin<^cos(5 + ^)} 
= &V{sin"5(l-sin"^) + sin»^(l-sin"^) 

+ 2 sin d sin 4^ cos cos (f>] 
= 6 V {sin* cos* ^ + sin* ^ cos* 5 + 2 sin ^ sin (j) cos cos ^} 
= J*c* sin* (5 + ^) = 6*c* sin* ^. 

This establishes the required relation. 

VII. We have seen in Art. 69 that every straight line 
can be represented by an equation of the form 

la + m/S + ny = 0. 

We shall now shew conversely that every equation of this 
form, iuith a single exception, will represent some straight 
line. 

Develope the equation as in I. ; then we see that it must 
represent a straight line except when 

Z cos a + w cos /8 + n cos 7 = 0, 

and Z sin a + m sin /8 + n sin 7 = 0. 

Eliminate n ; thus 

Z sin (7 — a) + m sin (7 — )8) = ; 

therefore -; — 7 7^ = -: — -. r ; 

sm(7--/8) 8m(a — 7) 

and in the same way we find that each of these is equal to 

n 

sin (/3 — a) * 
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Thus by what is shewn in I. we have 

I m n 



sin A sin B sin (7 ' 

It follows that Za + 771)3 + 717 = wiU always denote a 
straight line except when I, m, and n are proportional to 
sin A, sin J?, and sin G, that is to a, b, and c. 

And we have seen that aa + 5/8 + cy expresses double the 
area of the triangle of reference, so that it cannot be equal 
to zero. 

VIIL In the equation Ax + By+ C=0, suppose that 
A and B diminish indefinitely while G remains constant. 
The straight line represented by the equation then moves 
away to an indefinite distance from the origin; for the inter- 

G G 

cepts on the axes are — -j and — ^ • 

In like manner i£l,m,n are in proportions to each other 
which differ infinitesimally from the proportions of a, b, c the 
straight line la-\'m^+ivy = is situated at an indefinitely great 
distance from the triangle of reference. For abbreviation it is 
usual to speak of the equation aa + 6)8 + 07 = as denoting 
a straight line at an infinite distance, or a straight line at 
infinity; very often the equation is said to represent the 
straight line at infinity^ which is open to the objection that 
it seems to imply that there is some definite position towards 
which the straight line tends as it moves away from the 
triangle of reference. 

IX. To find the equation to the straight line which passes 
through two given points. 

Let (a^, /8j,7j) and (or,, fi^, y^ be the two points. Then, 
as in Art. 35, assume for the equation to the straight line 

h + 7n/3 + 717 = 0. 

Thus loL^ + m^^ + 7i7j = 0, 

and toj + m)3j + 717, = 0. 

Hence we deduce 

I m n 

/3i72 ~ ^{Yi 7i«2 - 72^1 « A - a^i ' 



k 



TRILINEAR CO-ORDINATES. 75 

and the required equation is 

a(A7,-ft7i)+^(7ia2-7A) + 7(«A-flg3,)=0. 

Hence the condition which must hold in order that the 
point (oTg, ^3, 7j) may be on the straight line which joins the 
points (ofj, 4. 7i) and (a„ /S,, 7,) is 

«8 08i78 - ^iJi) + /^s (7iaa - 7 a) + 78 (a A " « A) = 0. 

X. Denote the condition just obtained by T=0 for 
abbreviation. The expression for the same condition in com- 
mon rectangular co-ordinates is by Art. 36 

which we will denote by (7«= 0. 

We may infer that if we transform from trilinear co-ordi- 
nates to common rectangular co-ordinates the condition T= 
will become (7=0 ; so that, whether the three points are in 
the same straight line or not, T can only differ from G by 
some constant factor which does not depend on the co-ordinates 
of the points. But, by Art. 11, when the three points are not 
in the same straight line G expresses double the area of the 
triangle which can be formed by joining them. Hence we 
conclude that the area of this triangle can also be expressed 
by kT, where k is some constant. 

We may find the value of h by considering a particular 
case. Let the three points be the vertices of the triangle of 
reference ; so that we may take /8, =s 0, 7^ = 0, a^ = 0, 7^ = 0, 
^3=0, jSgSsO. Thus T reduces to a^/3^y^, which is equal 

to -^r- ; therefore k -j- = A ; therefore k = ^-r-o . 
aoc aoc o^* 

Hence the area of the triangle formed by joining the 
points (a,, ^,, 7,), (a,, )8„ 7,), and (a„ /S,, 7^) is 

1^ k (A7a-/3,7j + /83 {y.a^-y,^,) + 73 (« A - o^i^i)} . 

XI. The student should carefully notice in this subject 
that geometrical theorems may often be obtained by inter- 
preting equations which naturally present themselves in our 
investigations. For example in Art. 72 we have shewn the 
meaning of the equations /9 + 7 = 0, 7 + a = 0, a + /8 = 0: 
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we are naturally led to consider the meaning of the equation 
a + i8 + 7 = 0. The straight line thus denoted passes through 
the intersection of )8 + 7=0 and a = 0, and through two 
analogous points. Hence we have this result : the straight 
lines which pass through the angles of a triangle and bisect 
the supplemental angles meet the respectively opposite sides 
in three points which lie on a straight line. Similarly we 
may interpret the following equations : 

XII. It is very easy to pass from trilinear co-ordinates to 
common oblique co-ordinates. Suppose we have any equation 
between a, /8, and 7 ; we can express 7 in terms of a and y8, 
by means of the relation aa + bfi + cy= 2A, and thus trans- 
form the given relation into one involving only a and /8. 




Let ABC be the triangle of reference. Suppose GA the 
axis of X, and CB the axis of y. Let P be any point ; w, y 
its co-ordinates. Driaw PM parallel to J5(7, meeting AG dXM, 
Then if a and /8 refer to the point P, we have 

/S = Pi¥sin(7=ysin(7; 

and similarly a = a? sin G. Thus if we substitute x sin G 
for a, and y sin G for ^, we finally transform the equation into 
one involving the common oblique co-ordinates x and y. 

EXAMPLES. 

1. Find the equation to the straight line passing through 
the origin and the point of intersection of the straight lines 

- + t = l. -' + ^ = 1- 
a o a 

2. Ay A' are two points on the axis of a?, and B, B! two 
points on the axis of yy at given distances from the origin ; 



k. 
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AB and AB* intersect at P, and AS and A'B at Q\ find 
the equation to the straight line PQ, and shew that the axes 
are divided harmonically by it. 

3. If a = 0, )8=.0, 7 = be the equations to the sides 
of a triangle ABG opposite the angles A, JB, C, prove that 
a sin ^ — )S sin £ = is the equation to the straight line 
bisecting AB from G, 

4. Prove by means of such equations as that given in the 
preceding Example the first proposition in Art. 64. 

6. Shew that a cos -4 — /8 cos jB = ia the equation to the 
perpendicular from C on AB, 

6. Hence prove the second proposition in Art. 64. 

7. If a, h, c be the lengths of the sides of a triangle 
opposite the angles A, B, C, respectively, prove that 

/» 
acos-4 — )8co8-B+-^ (sin B cos ^ — sin -4 cos jB) = 

is the equation to the straight line which bisects AB and is 
perpendicular to it. The equation may also be written 

(asin5sin(7\ . /^bsinCsmA\ ^ ^ 
a+-o . — . — C08ul-h8 + — Q . p — cosJ5=0. 

8. Hence prove the third proposition in Art. 64. 

9. Interpret the equation aoL-Vh^^ 0. 

10. Shew that aa + 6^ — C7 = is the equation to the 
straight line which joins the middle points oi AC and BG. 

11. Shew that a cos u4 + /8 cos -B— 7 cos (7= is the equa- 
tion to the straight line which joins the feet of the perpen- 
diculars from A on BGy and from B on. AG. 

12. If straight lines be drawn bisecting the angles of a 
triangle and the exterior angles formed by producing the 
sides, these lines will intersect at only four points besides the 
angles of the triangle. 

13. If w = 0, i?=0, t(? = be the equations to three 
straight lines, find the equation to the straight line passing 
through the two points 

I m n I m n 
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14. Find the equation to the straight line passing througli 
the intersections of the paii's of straight lines 

and 2bu+av + cw = 0, av^cw = 0, 

15. If a = 0, j8 = 0, 7 = be the equations to the sides of 
a triangle ABC, shew that the equation to the straight line 
which joins the centres of the inscribed circle and the circum- 
scribed circle is 

a(cos£ — cos C)+I5 (cos (7— cos -4) + 7 (cos ^ — cos jB) = 0, 

16. If the equations to the sides of a triangle ABG be 
t^r=0, v = 0, w = 0, and to the sides of a triangle ABG\ 
u = a,v=^h, w==c, then AA', JSJB^, and CO' meet at a point. 

17. If the straight lines AA\ BB, CC\ in the last 
Example meet respectively the sides of the triangle ABC at 
D, U, F, shew that the intersections of DE and AB, of EF 
and BC, of FD and CA, will all lie on one straight line ; and 
that a similar propertj' will hold for the intersections of the 
same straight lines with the sides of the triangle AB!G\ 

18. In Art 75, suppose the straight line joining F and 
G to meet AB^^iP and CD ai Q ; then find the equations to 
CPy DPy AQ, BQ, in. terms of the notation of that Article. 

19. From the middle points of the sides of a triangle 
straight lines are drawn at right angles (all internal or all ex- 
ternal) and proportional to those sides ; prove that the straight 
lines which join the angles with the extremities of the oppo- 
site perpendiculars pass through one point. 

20. Let the three diagonals of a quadrilateral be produced 
to meet each other at three points, and let each of these 
points be joined with the two opposite corners of the quadri- 
lateral ; the six straight lines so drawn will meet each other 
three and three at four points. 

21. In the figure constructed in the preceding Example 
the Tour straight lines which meet each other at any comer of 
the quadrilateral are so related that two of them are parallel to 
the sides, and two to the diagonals of some parallelogram. 

22. Shew that the three points of intersection which are 
found in Examples 4, 6, 8, lie on the straight line 
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a sin A cos ^ sin (5— (7) + /8 sin B cos ^ sin ((7 — -4) 

+ 7 sin (7 cos (7 sin (^ — 5) = 0. 

23. Let any point P be taken in the plane of a triangle 
ABGy and from the angular points -4, ^B, C7 let straight lines 
be drawn through P cutting the opposite sides at D, E, F re- 
spectively ; if the equations to BGy CA, AB be w = 0, v = 0, 
w = respectively, shew that the equations to AP, JSP, CP 
may be taken to be mv — nw==0, nw-^-lu^O, Zu — mv = ; 
and find the equations to EF, FJ), BE. 

24. With the notation of the preceding Example let EF 
and BG be produced to meet at J.', let FD and GAl be pro- 
duced to meet at B, and BE and AB at (7' : then shew that 
A', By G' lie on one straight line. 

25. With the notation of the preceding Example shew 
that BB\ GG\ and AB meet at a point ; also (7(7', AA\ and 
BE\ and AA\ BB and GF. 

26. Three points A, B, G' in the sides BG, GA, AB of 
a triangle being joined form a second triangle of which any 
two sides make equal angles with the side of the former at 
which they meet. Shew that AA', BB, GG^ are pei-pen- 
diculars to BG, GA^ AB. 

27. ABG is any triangle, the centre of the inscribed 
circle, 0' the centre of the escribed circle which touches BG. 
The straight line 00' meets BG at Z), and any straight line 
drawn through B meets AGatE and AB at F The straight 
lines OF and O'E meet at P, and the straight lines OE and 
C/F at Q. Shew that Ay P, and Q lie on one straight line 
perpendicular to GO". 

28. Find the equations to the two straight lines which 
bisect the angles formed by the straight Unes 

Za + mj8+7i7 = 0, and ra + m')8 + n7= 0. 

29. Shew that the co-ordinates of the point of inter- 
section of ta + m'/8 + ny = 0, and t'a + m'fi + n'^y = 0, are 
given by 

« _ ff 7_ _ 

mV - mV "■ nT - n"r " I'm" - Z' W 

2A 



a {m'n' - m' V) + b {nT - n"l') + c {I'm' - rm') ' 
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30. Find the length of the perpendicular drawn from the 
intersection of ta + m'/8 + w'7 = 0, and I' a. + m"P + n' 7 = 0, on 
ia + m/8 + n7 = 0. 

31. Shew that the area of the triangle formed by the 
straight lines 

?a + mi9 + W7 = 0, Z'a + m'/8 + 717 = 0, and ra + m"/8 + w"7=: 0, 

. Aafcc [I (mri' - mV) + m (n7" - 'ti'X) + ^ (ZW^ ~ TW)}' 
IS 2)i>'2>" 

where 2) = a (m V - m V) + 6 (nT - w'T) + c qim' - Tm'), 
i)' = a (w"w - mn') + J (n 7 - nV) + c (i"m - Zm"), 
27' = a (mn — m'w) + ft (wf — til) + c (iw' — Xni), 

32. Find the condition which must hold in order that the 

ot )3 yS 'v 'v cit 
equations r = -> - = -> x ^*y represent three parallel 

straight lines. 

■ 

33. When the condition in the preceding Example is satis- 
fied find the condition which must hold in order that the 
straight line 1% + m^ + 717 = may be parallel to the three 
straight lines. 

34. Find the condition which must hold in order that the 

a~a' ^--^ 7-7' ^ ^ . ... 

equations = = may represent a straight line. 

35. ABC is the triangle of reference ; through any point 
P within the triangle straight lines AP, BP, CP are drawn 
meeting the opposite sides at Z>, E, F respectively : if the 
equations to -4J?, BP, CPaxe 

771)8 — 717 = 0, 717 — ia = 0, Za — 771)8 = 0, 

compare the areas of AEFsLnd DEF with that of ABG. 

36. Perpendiculars are drawn from the angles of a tri- 
angle on the opposite sides, and a second triangle is formed 
by joining the feet of these perpendiculars : shew that the 
two triangles are homologous, and that the equation to the 
axis of homology is 

a cos -4 +i8cos5+7cos £7=0. 
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37. Investigate the condition which must hold in order 
that the following equation may represent two straight lines: 

^a* + ^/8" + C7* + 22)/37 + aJ^va + 22^a/8 = 0. 

38. Investigate the following expressions for the square 
of the distance between the points (a j, /8j, 7^) and (a^, fi^, y^) : 

(«,-«>)'-f(y3.-/3/ + 2(«,-a,)()8,^/8Jcosg 

sin^ G 

(a, - a.)* sin 2A + (fi,- ff^}' sin 2B + (7. - 7,)' sin 2 G 

2 sin AsinB aia ' 

. 03.-/3J (7,-7.) sia^+(7.-7.)(g.-a,)8inJ3+(g,-gJ(/3.-|8,) sin G 

sin A sin B sin C 






T. C. S, 
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CHAPTER V. 

TRANSFOEimKON OF CO-ORDINATES. 

79. We have seen in the preceding Articles that the 
^reweraZ equation to a straight line is of the form y = ?wa; + c, 
but that the equation takes more simple forms in particular 
cases. If the origin is on the straight line the equation be- 
comes y = mx ; if the axis of x coincides with the straight line, 
the equation becomes y = 0. In a similar manner we shall 
see as we proceed that the equation to a curve often assumes 
a more or less simple form, according to the position of the 
origin and of the axes. It is consequently found convenient 
to intr,oduce the propositions of the present Chapter, which 
enable us when we know the co-ordinates of a point with 
respect to any origin and axes, to express the co-ordinates of 
the same point with respect to any other given origin and 
axes. It will be seen that these propositions might have been 
placed at the end of the first Chapter, as they involve none of 
the results of the succeeding Chapters. 

80. To change the origin of co-ordinates without changing 
the direction of the axes, the axeSihemg ohliqvs or rectangular. 




Let OX, or be the original axes; O'X, OT the new 
axes; so that OX' is parallel to OX, and OT' to OY. 



CHANGE IN DIRECTION OF BECTANGULAR AXES. 
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Ijet A, h be the co-ordinates of (7 with respect to 0. Let P 
be any point ; x, y its co-ordinates referred to the old axes ; 
x\ y* its co-ordinates referred to the new axes. 

Let Y* O produced cut OX at A\ draw FM parallel to 
OF meeting OT at N\ then 

OA^h AO'=-k; 

«= OM=AM+ OA^ aN+ OA^x'^h, 

y=PM=PN + NM=PN + Aa=y' + k. 

Hence the old co-ordinates of P are expressed in terms of 
its new co-ordinates. 

81. To change the direction of the aoces without changing 
the origin, both systems being rectangular. 




Let OX, Of be the old axes; 0X\ OY the new axes, 
both systems being rectangular; let the angle XOX' = 6. 
Let P be any point; a?, y its co-ordinates referred to the old 
axes ; x\ y' its co-ordinates referred to the new axes. Draw 
PJf parallel \q OY, PM! parallel to OF, MN parallel to 
OY, and M'B parallel to OX. 

Then X = OM^ ON- MN^ ON-- M'R 

=^ OM' cos XOX -PM sin M' PR 
= aj' cos 6 — y sin ^ ; 
y^PM^RM-^PR^M'N^PB 
= x' sin O + y' cos 0. 

Hence the old co-ordinates of P arQ expressed in terms of 
its new co-ordinates. 

6—2 



HANQE THE DntECnON OF OBLIQDfi AXES. 

the preceding Article d is measured from the 
t of the axis of x towards the positive part of the 
berefore if in any example to which the formulas 

OX' fall on the otiier side of OX, 6 must be con- 
itive. 
e formulse of the preceding Article, we see that 

!e should be the case, since the distance OP'is the 

ever system of axes we use. 

change the direction of the axes witJiout cfianging 
otk easterns being oblique. 




i Oy be the old axes; OX', OT the new axes, 
ienote the angle between OX, OY; and let a 
vtion be used to express the other angles which 
jy the straight lines meeting at 0. Let P be any 
its co-ordinates referred to the old axes ; x', y' its 
; referred to the new axes. Draw PM parallel to 
W parallel to OY' ; from P and M' draw PL, 
idicular to Y; from M' draw M'B. perpendicular 
en 

x=0^, V=PM; 

x' = CM'. *' = PM'. 
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Now PL = perpendicular from Mon Y= x sin (XF), 
also PL^-RL-^-PR^M'N+PR 

= Oif' sinZ'Or+ Pif' sin For 

= «'sin(X'F) + y sin(r'r); 
therefore a: sin (XF) = x' sin {X'Y)-\-y' sin {Y'Y) (1). 

Similarly by drawing from P and M' perpendiculars on 
OX we may shew that 

3^sin(rX)=ir'sin(X'X)+ysin(rX) (2). 

Equations (1) and (2) express the old co-ordinates of P 
in terms of its new co-ordinates ; ( YX) and {XY) denote 
the same angle, but we use both forms for greater synimetry. 

Let XOX'^a, XOY' = ^, XOY=^(o; then (1) and (2) 
become 

a? sin Q) = aj' sin (© — a) +y sin. {co — fi) (3), 

y sin ft) = a?' sin a +y'siny8... (4). 

84. Two particular cases of the general proposition in 
the preceding Article may be noticed. 

If the original axes are rectangular o) = ^ > ^^^ ^^^ equa- 
tions (3) and (4) become 

x=-x' cos a +y' cos ^, y = a?' sin a + y'sin ^. 

IT 

If the new axes be rectangular ^8 =:= ^ -J- a, and the equa- 
tions (3) and (4) become 

X sin ft) = a:' sin (o) — a) — y' cos ((» — a), 
y sin G) = x' sin a -h y' cos a. 

85. Suppose we require to change both the origin and 
the direction of the axes ; let a?, y be the co-ordinates of a 
point referred to the old axes ; x', y' the co-ordinates of the 
same point referred to the new axes. By Arts. 80 and 83 
we have a; = a?j + A, y = y^ + A;, where h and k are the co- 
ordinates of the new origin referred to the old axes, and 

__ X sin (ft) — a) + y' sin (o) — ^) _ a;'sina + y'sin)8 

The expressions for x^ and y^ will simplify when one or 
each of the systems is rectangular. (See Art. 84.) 



CHANGE OF OKIQIN AND DIRECTION. 

he formulae which connect the rectangular and 
'dinates of a point in the particular case in which 
is the same in both sygtems, and the axis of x 
with the initial line, have already been given. 
S.) The following is the general proposition. 

nect the polar and rectangular co-ordinates of a 

X, OJT be the rectangular axes ; let 5 be the pofe 
le initial line. Let k, k be the co-ordinates of 8 
0; draw 8X' parallel to OX, and let the angle 




be any point ; x, y its co-ordioatea referred to the 
r axes; r, 6 its polar co-ordinates. Draw PM, 
il tQ OY, the former cutting SX' at N, and join 

x=OM, y=-PM. 

r = 8P.' = the angle PSA. 

e=OC+CM=00-i-SN' 

= h + rcos(0 + a) (1), 

•^MN + PN=SO + PK 

= k + rBin(0 + ci) (2). 

) we have 

a: = A + rcos^ (3), 

■y = k-i-r^n0 (4). 
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87. By means of the formulae of the present Chapter we 
shall sometimes be able to simplify the form of an equation ; 
for example, the axes being rectangular, suppose we have 

y+a;* + 6a;y=2 (1). 

This equation represents some locus, and by ascribing 
diflferent values to os and determining the corresponding 
values of y from the equation, we can find as many points 
of the locus as we please. The equation however will be 
simplified by turning the axes through an angle of 45^ In 

IT 

the formulae of Art. 81 put - for ^ ; thus 

^ V2 ' ^ V2 ^ ^' 

Substitute these values in (1) ; thus 

{x +2,r + {x' -yT + 6 (^"-yy = 8 ; 

therefore 2 {x" + 6a?V'+ y") + 6 («'" - yy = 8, 

or • x'* + y" = l (3). 

Since (3) is a simpler form than (1), we shall find it easier 
to trace the locus by using (3) and the new axes, than by 
using (1) and the old axes. The student must observe that 
we make no change in the locus by thus changing the axes 
or the origin to which we refer it; that is, equation (1) 
represents precisely the same assemblage of points as (3) ; 
for instance, the point for which a?' = 1 and j/ = is obviously 
situated on the locus (3) ; now this point will by (2) have for 

its co-ordinates referred to the old system ^ = "7o> ^""72* 

and these values satisfy (1), that is, this point is on the 
locus (1). 

We may remark that we' cannot alter the degree of an 
equation by transforming the co-ordinates. For if in the 
expression Axi^^ we substitute the values of x and y in terms 
of aj' and y' given in Arts. 80... 84, we obtain 

A {ax" + by^ + A)* {ex' + ej/ + hf, . 

where a, &, c, 6, h, h are all constant quantities ; by expanding 
this expression we shall obtain a series of terms of the form 
A'x^y'^j where 7 + S cannot be greater than a + ^. Hence 
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the degree of an equation cannot be raised by transformation 
of co-ordinates. Neither can it be depressed ; for if from a 
given equation we could by transformation obtain one of a 
lower degree, then by retracing our steps we should be able 
from the second equation to obtain one of a higher degree, 
which has been shewn to be impossible. 



EXAMPLES. 

1. Change the equation r* = a* cos 26 into one between 
X and y. 

2. Shew that the equation iixy - 3a;' = a' is changed 
into a;* — 4^^* = a*, if the axes be turned through an angle 
whose tangent is 2. 

3. Transform V^ + Vy = V<? so that the new axis of a? 
may be inclined at 45® to the original axis. 

4. The equation to a curve referred to rectangular axes 
is ^* + 4ay cota — 4aaj = 0; find its equation referred to 
oblique axes inclined at an angle a retaining the same axis 
of a?. 

6. Shew that the equation a?y^^a {(x?+y^) will admit 
of solution with respect to y' if the axes be moved through 
an angle of 45®. 

6. If X, y be co-ordinates of a point referred to one 
system of oblique axes, and os', y* the co-ordinates of the same 
point referred to another system of oblique axes, and 

X = raoi + wy', * y = w V + wy , 
shew that 

rf-\-rtr-'\ ""liir* 



_i 



( .89 ) 



CHAPTER VI. 



THE CIRCLE. 



88. We now proceed to the consideration of the loci 
represented by equations of the second degree ; the simplest 
of these is the circle, with which we shall commence. 

To find the equation to the circle referred to any rectangular 



axes. 




"Let Che the centre of the circle ; P any point on its cir- 
cumference. Let c be the radius of the circle ; a, b the co- 
ordinates oi C; x,y the co-ordinates of P. Draw CN, PM 
parallel to OY, and CQ parallel to OX. Then 

CQ' + PQ'=CJP'; 

that is, (aj-a)^+(y-6)"=c'... (1), 

or a^ + f "- 2ax "217/ + a' + 6'-c'=0 (2). 

This is the equation required. 

The following varieties occur in the equation. 

I. Suppose the origin of co-ordinates at the centre of the 
circle ; then a = 0, and J = ; thus (1) and (2) become 

a?« + 2,«-c' = (3). 



' EQUATION TO THE CIRCLE. 

Suppose the origin on the circumference of the circle ; 
le values x = 0, y = 0, must satisfy (1) and (2) ; 

:e 

■elation is also obviouB from the figure, when ia on 
lumference ; hence (2) becomes 

a? + y*-2ax-2by = (4). 

Suppose the origin is on the circumference, and that 
meter which passes through the origin is taken for the 
X ; then 6 = 0, and a' = c' ; hence {2} becomes 

a^ + jf'-2ax = (5). 

Lilarly if the origiu be on the circumference and the 
y coincide with the diameter through the origin, we 
= 0, and i' = c* ; hence (2) becomes 

a;' + /-% = (6). 

ace we conclude from (2) and the following equations, 
e equation to a circle when the axes are rectangular 
ys of the form 

a?+i^ + Ax + B)f+ C=0, 
A, B, C are constant quantities any one or more of 
in particular cases may be equal to zero. 

We shall next examine, conversely, if the equation 

a?-Vy' + Ax + By+G = (i (1) 

has a circle for its locus. 
nation (1) may he written 

If .4* +5*— 4 Che TiegaHve, the locus is impossible. 

If .4' + 5" — 4 C = 0, equation (2) represents a point 

-ordinates of which are — a •~~a ■ This point may be 

sred as a circle which has an indefinitely small radius. 

'.. If j4* + 5* — 4 be positive, we see hy comparing 
on (2) with equation (1) of the preceding Article that it 
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I 

represents a circle, such that the co-ordinates pf its centre are 
_ :^ , _|^, and its radius J (-^'-l- 5'- 4 C7)*. 

It will be a useful exercise to construct the circles repre- 
sented by given equations of the form 

a?* + y' + ^a? + jBy+ (7=0. 

For example, suppose a?" + y' + 4aj — 8y — 5 = 0, 
or (a? + 2)«+(y-4)' = 5 + 4 + 16 = 25. 

Here the co-ordinates of the centre are — 2, 4, and the 
radius is 5. 

Tangent and N'ormal to a Circle, 

90. Let two points be taken on a curve and a secant 
drawn through them; let the first point remain fixed and 
the second point move on the curve up to the first ; the secant 
in its limiting position is called the tangent to the curve 
at the first point. 

91. To find the equation to the tangent at any point of 
a circle. 

Let the equation to the circle be 

a?4-y»=c' (1). 

Let x', y' be the co-ordinates of the point on the circle at 
which the tangent is drawn ; and x", y" the co-ordinates of 
an adjacent point on the circle. The equation to the secant 
through {x\ y) and (a?", y") is 

. y-y' = ^|!(^-^') (2). 

« 

Now since {x\ y') and (x", y") are both on the circumfer- 
ence of the circle, 

x^ + y''=c% X ' + y ' = c'; 
therefore by subtraction, x"^ — x^ + y"^ — y * = 0, ^ 

or {x"-x') (aj" + a:') + (y"-y') (y" + y) = 0; 

therefore ^tt — -f = — >/ . ; , . , 

. « - a? y +y 
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Hence (2) may be written 

X + X 

y-y' — T^i^'C^-^') (^)- 

Now in the limit when {x'\ y") coincides with {x, y), we 
have aj" = a?', and y" = y ; hence (3) becomes 

y-y'^^-^'^''^''')^-^^'''''^'^* 

Thus the equation to the tangent at the point {x\ y) is 

y-y'=-^(a?-a?0 W- 

This equation may be simplified ; by multiplying by y and 
transposing we have xx + yy = x^ + y^ ; 
therefore xx -{-yy' = c^ ^(5). 

92. The equation to the tangent can be conveniently ex- 
pressed in terms of the tangent of the angle which the straight 
line makes with the axis of x. For the equation to the tan* 

gent at (x\ y') is yy + ocx' = c^ or y = ; a; + - . 

X 

Let 7 = m ; thus the equation becomes 

(? 
We have then to express — in terms of wi; 

Now x^^ — my, and a;'' + ?/* = c'; 

therefore y'^ (1 + m^) = c^ 

and y= -TTT ST-. 

Hence the equation to the tangent may be written 

y = mx + c \/(l + ^^. 
Conversely every straight line whose equation is of this form 
is a tangent to the circle. 

93. The definition in Art. 90 may appear arbitrary to the 
student, and he may ask why we do not adopt that given by 
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Euclid (Def. 2, Book iii.). To this we reply that the defini- 
tion in Art. 90 will be convenient for every curve, which is 
not th^ case with Euclid's definition. The student however 
cannot at first be a judge of the necessity or propriety of any 
definition ; he must confine himself to examining the conse- 
quences of the definition and the accuracy of the reasoning 
based upon it. 

We may easily shew however that the straight line re- 
presented by the equation 

XX ^ryy ^^ (1) 

touches, according to Euclid's definition, the circle 

x'+y'^o' (2), 

the point {x\ y') being supposed to lie on the circle. To find 
the point or points of intersection of the straight line and 
circle we combine the equations (1) and (2) ; substitute in (2) 
the value of y from (1), then 

or a? {x^ + y^ - 2cVa? + c* - cV " = 0, 

or cV - 2cVa; + c'a;'" = ; 

therefore a? — 2xx' + a?'* = ; 

therefore x=^x \ 

therefore from (1), y = y\ 

Hence (1) and (2) meet at only one point, the point (x\y). 
Hence (1) touches the circle according to Euclid's definition. 

94. Also every straight line which meets the circle at 
one point only is a tangent to the circle. 

For suppose a^ + y*=^c^ to be the equation to a circle and 
y = mx + n the equation to a straight line ; to find the points 
of intersection of the straight line and circle we combine the 
equations ; thus we obtain, to determine the abscissae of the 
points, {mx + nf + a? = c^ or (m*+l)a;* + 2m7ia? + n* — c* = 0. 
Now this quadratic equation will have two roots except when 

that is, when n* = c* (1 + m*). 
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Hence if the straight line meets the circle it must meet 
it at two points unless this condition holds, and then^ by 
Art. 92, the straight line is a tangent to the circle. 

95. Instead of supposing one of the points on the circle 
fixed and the other to move along the circle as in the defi- 
nition of Art. 90 we may suppose both to move along the 
circle until they meet at some fixed point of the circle, and 
the secant in its limiting position will be the tangent at that 
fixed point. For let (a/, y) and {x"y y") denote the two 
moving points on the circle, and (ajj, yj the fixed point. 
Then as* in equation (3) of Art. 91, we shall have for the 
equation to the secant 

y—y = — TT-, — jkx—x). 
. y -^y 

In the limit x and x' each = x^, and y and y" each =y^, and 
we obtain for the equation to the tangent at (a?p yj 

which agrees with the former result. 

96. If the equation to a circle be given in the form 

we may find the equation to the tangent at any point in the 
same manner as in Art. 91. 

Let (x'y y) be the point on the circle at which the tangent 
is drawn ; (a?", y") an adjacent point on the circle ; then 

{x' - ay + [y'- by- c* = 0, {x"- a)«+ (y"- by- c* = ; 
therefore {a>" - ay - {x' - ay + (y" - by - {y' - by = 0, 
or (a!"-a;')(a'"+^'-2o) + (y"^y')(y"+y'-2i) = 0... (1). 

Also the equation to the secant through {x', if) and (a?", y") is 

y-y'^izi^^-'^'^ (2). 

By means of (1) this may be written 

y-y=- y"+y-26 (^"^^ ....,....(3). . 



ii. 
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* 

Now in the limit oS' = ol and y"'=^y ; lience we have for 
the equation to the tangent at [x\ y) 

y_j,' = _f^(a;_a;') (4). 

This may be written 

3,_ J _ (^'_ 6) =_^^ {a,_a- (a;' - a)} ; 

therefore (a? — a) {x' — o) + (y — 6) {,y — V) 

= ix'-ay + (y'-hy=<? (5). 

97. Definition. The normal at any point of a curve is 
a straight line drawn through that point at right angles to 
the tangent to the curve at that point. 

98. To find the equation to the normal at any point of a 
circle. 

Let the equation to the circle be 

a^"+/ = c» (1), 

and let w, y be the co-ordinates of a point on the circle, then 
the equation to the tangent at that point is a^' + yy' = <?, or 



x' c« 



■ y y 

Hence the equation to a straight line through {x\ y') 
at right angles to the tangent at that point is 



y-y ^b^^-^h ory=S 



~f so* 

X ^ ' " X 

Since this equation is satisfied by the values a; = 0, y = 0, 
the normal at any point passes through the origin of co-ordi- 
nates, that is, through the centre of the circle. 

99. From any external point two tangents can he drawn 
to a circle. 

Let the equation to a circle be 

«" + 2/* = c* (1), 

and let A, h be the co-ordinates of an external point , Sup- 
pose x\ y the co-ordinates of a point on the circle such that 
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the tangent at this point passes through. (A, k). The equation 
to the tangent at (x', y) is 

xq£ •\-yy —<? (2). 

Since this tangent passes through (A, Tc) 

hx' + hy'^c* (3). 

Also since [x\ y) is on the circle 

a?'» + y'« = c" (4). 

Equations (3) and (4) determine the values of x' and yt\ 
Substitute from (3) in (4), thus 

therefore a?" (A* + ¥)- 2(^hx + c' (c* - A;*) = 0. 

The roots of this quadratic equation will be found to be 
both possible since (A, k) is an external point and therefore 
h* + l(? greater than c\ To each value of x corresponds one 
value of y' by (3) ; hence two tangents can be drawn from 
any external point. 

The straight line which passes through the points where 
these tangents meet the circle is called the chord of contact 

100. Tangents are drawn to a circle from a given external 
point; to find the equation to the chord of contact 

Let hy h be the co-ordinates of the external point ; x^, y, 
the co-ordinates of the point where one of the tangents from 
(A, k) meets the circle ; x^, y^ the co-ordinates of the point 
where the other tangent from (A, k) meets the circle. 

The equation to the tangent at {x^, y^ is 

^x^ + yyi = c\ (1). 

Since this tangent passes through (A, k), we have 

hx^-^ky^ = c^ • (2). 

Similarly, since the tangent at (a?,, y,) passes through 

^« + %s = c* (3). 

Hence it follows that the equation to the chord of con- 
tact is 

xh +yk^c* (4), 
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For (4) is obviously the equation to some straight line; 
also this straight' line passes through {x^, y^), for (4) is satisfied 
by the values x = a)^, y^y^y as we see from (2) ; similarly 
from (3) we conclude that this straight line passes through 
C^a> y^' Hence (4) is the required equation. 

Thus we may proceed as follows in order to draw tan- 
gents to a circle from a given external point : draw the 
straight line which is represented by (4) ; join the points 
-wliere it meets the circle with the given external point, and 
tlie straight lines thus obtained are the required tangents. 

101. Throvgh any fixed point chords are drawn to a circle, 
and tangents to the circle drawn at the extremities of each chord; 
the locus of the intersection of the tangents is a straight line. 

Let h, k be the co-ordinates of the point through which 
the chords are drawn ; let tangents to the circle be drawn at 
the extremities of one of these chords, and let {x^y y^ be the 
point at which they meet. The equation to the correspond- 
ing chord of contact is, by Art. 100, xx^ -^-yyi = c*. But this 
chord passes through (A, k) ; therefore Aar^ + ky^ = c". 

Henc^ the point (a?^, yj lies on the straight line 

xh'-i- yk =: (? ; 

that is, the locus of the intersection of the tangents is a 
straight line. 

"We will now demonstrate the converse of this proposition, 

102. If from any point in a straight line a pair of tan- 
gents be drawn to a circle, the chords of contact will all pass 
through afiaedpoint. 

Let Ax + By+ (7=0 (1) 

be the equation to the straight line ; let {x\ y) be a point in 
this straight line from which tangents are drawn to the circle; 
then the equation to the corresponding chord of contact is 

xx' -\-yy =^c^ (2). 

Since Ix, y) is on (1) we have Ax' + By + (7=0; 

Ax + G 
therefore (2) may be written xx' — y ^ — = c", 

T. c. a 7 
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B)'' B 

1, whatever be the value of x', this straight line passes 
1 the point whose co-ordinates are found by the simul- 

i equations X — w=^' ^+«' = 0; that is, the point 
Be* _ A<^ 

"0"' * — a- 



chtf = - 



. The student should observe the different interpreta^ 
lat can be assigned to the equation xh + yk — (^ = 0. 

If (h, k) be any point whatever, the equation repre- 
le locus of the intersection of tangents at the extre- 
of each chord through {h, k). (Art 101.) 

If (h, k) be an external point, the equation represents 
rdo/cmtact. (Art. 100.) 

If (A, &) be on the circle, the equatioa represents the 
t at that point. (Art. 91.) 

the following figures Q denotes the point (A, k), and 
i straight line «A + yk = c*. 




CIRCLE REFERRED TO OBLIQUE AXES, 
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In the first figure Q is within the circle, and the straight 
line an receives only the interpretation I. 

In the second figure Q is without the circle, hence the 
straight line BR receives both interpretations I. and II. ; if 
therefore tangents be drawn from Q to the circle they wiU 
meet it at the points where BB intersects it 

!£ Qhe on the circle, then BB becomes the tangent at Q. 

Oblique Axes, 

104. To find, the equation to the drde referred to any 
ohlique axes. 




Let fi) be the inclination of the axes ; let G be the centre 
of the circle ; P any point on its circumference. Let c be 
the radius of the circle; a, h the co-ordinates of (7; x, y the 
co-ordinates of P. Draw ON, i?if parallel to OY, and CQ 
parallel to OX. Then 

(7P»= G(X + JPQ'-2CQ . PQ cos CQP 

=- CQ" + PQ' + 2CQ . PQ cosa>; 

that is, (a? - af + (y - 6)' + 2 (a? - a) (y - 5) cos © = cP ; 

or, a?+y^ + 2oey cos ©-2 (a + 6 cosfl))a;-2 (6 + a cosft))y 

+ a' + 6' + 2aJ cos a)--c' = 0. 

7-2 
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Hence the equation to the circle referred to oblique axes 
is of the form 

^^H-y* + 2ajy cos ay + Ax -^ By + (7=0, 

where A, B, G are constant quantities. 

Polar Equation, 
105. To find the polar equation to the circle* 
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Let 8 be the pole, SX the initial, line ; G the centre of 
the circle, P any point on its circumference. 

Let SG=l, G8X = a, so that l, a are the polar co-ordi- 
nates of G; let c be the radius of the circle ; and let r, ^ be 
the polar co-ordinates of P. 

Then CP^^ PS" +GS'-2PS.GS. cos PSG; 

that is, d'=r^ + P-2lrcoa(d-a) (1), 

or r* — 2rZ(cosa cos 5 + sin a sin ^) + f* — (?* = ... (2). 

Hence the polar equation to the circle is of the form 
y + Arcoser{.Br8me+G=0 (3). 

The polar equation may also be deduced from the equa- 
tion referred to rectangular axes in Art. 88, by putting r cos 
and r sin for x and y respectively. 

If the initial line be a diameter we have a = 0, hence (1) 
becomes 

7^-2?rcos5 + ?-c' = (4). 



<> 
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If, in addition, the origin be on the circumference P = c', 
therefore r = 2l coad ^ (5). 

106. To express the perpendicular from the origin on the 
tangent at any point in terms of the radim vector of that 
point. 

Let 8Q be the perpendicular from the origin on the tan- 
gent at Pj and suppose SQ ^p ; then 

SG'=-SP' + PC^''2SP.PG cos SPG 
^8P' + P(P-28P.PG8m8PQi 
that is, r'=r' + c'-2cj?. "^ 

In the figure S'and G are on the same side of the tangent 
at P. If we take P so that the tangent at P falls between 8 
and C, we shall find l^^r^ + c* + 2cp. 

107. These equations are sometimes useful in the solu- 
tion of problems, or demonstration of properties of the circle. 
For example, take the equation (4) in Art. 105, 

r*- 2rZ cos ^+ P - c'« ; 

by the theory of quadratic equations we see that the product 
of the two values of r corresponding to any value of is 
P — c*, which is independent of 0, This agrees with Euclid 
in. 35, 36. . 

Also the sum of the two values of r is 21 cos ; hence if a 
straight line be drawn through the pole at an inclination to 
the initial line, the polar co-ordinates of the middle point of 
the chord which the circle cuts oiBf from this straight line are 

— -^ — , and ; that is, I cos 0, and 0. 

Hence the polar equation of the locus of the middle point 
of the chord is r = i cos 0, which by (5) in Art. 105, is a circle, 
of which the diameter is L 
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EXAMPLES. 

1. Determine the position and magnitude of the circles 

(1) iB"+y" + 4y-4aj-l = 0, 

(2) a? + y*+6aj-3y-l=0. 

2. Find the points of intersection of the straight lines 
y + a; = — 1, y + aj = — 5, and 3y + 4a? = — 25, 

with the circle a?* + ^ = 26. 

3. A circle passes through the origin and intercepts 
lengths h and h respectively from the positive parts of the 
axes of X and y ; determine the equation to the circle. 

4. A circle passes through the points (Ji, h) and (A', Jc) ; 
shew that its centre must lie on the straight line 

(i,V)(«-*±i)+<i-i,(,-ii^)=o. 

5. On the straight line joining {x\ y') and (a?", y") as 
a diameter a circle is described ; find its equation. 

6. A and B are two fixed points, and P a point such 
that AP— mBPy where m is a constant ; shew that the locus 
of P is a circle, except when m = 1. 

7. The locus of the point from which two given unequal 
circles subtend equal angles is a circle. 

8. Find the equation which determines the points of 

intersection of the straight line t + r — 1 = 0, and the circle 

a?+y^ — 2(ix — 2by = 0. Deduce the relation that must hold 
in order that the straight line may totich the circle. 

9. Find the equation to the tangent at the origin to the 
circle ic^-fy* — 2y — 3a: = 0. 

. 10. Shew that the length of the common chord of the 
circles whose equations are 

is Vl4'c'-2(a-J)'}. 
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11. A point moves so that the sum of the squares of its 
distances from the four sides of a square is constant ; shew 
that the locus of the point is a circle. 

12. A point moves so that the sum of the squares of its 
distances from the sides of an equilateral triangle is constant ; 
shew that the locus of the point is a circle. 

13. A point moves so that the sum of the squares of its 
distances from any given number of fixed points is constant ; 
shew that the locus is a circle. 

14. Shew what the equation to the circle becomes when 
the origin is a point on the perimeter, and the axes are in- 
clined at an angle of 120®, and the parts of them intercepted 
by the circle are h and Jc. 

15. Find the inclination of the axes in order that the 
equation x^-\''j^ — ocy^hx^hy — may represent a circle. 
Determine the position and magnitude of the circle. 

16. Find the inclination of the axes in order that the 
equation x^ + j^+xy—hx — hy^Q may represent a circle. 
Determine the position and magnitude of the circle. 

17. Determine the equation to the circle which has its 
centre at the origin, and its radius = 3, the axes being in- 
clined at an angle of 45^ 

18. Determine the equation to the circle which has each 

2 
of the co-ordinates of its centre =— J and its radius =-7^, 

the axes being inclined at an angle of 60^ 

19. The axes being inclined at an angle a>, find the radius 
of the circle a?' + y* + 2a?y cos o) — fcc — fey = 0. 

20. Shew that the equation to a circle of radius c referred 
to two tangents inclined at an angle a> as axes is 

0^-1-^ + 2xy cos 0) — 2 (a? +y) c cot 5 + ^* ^^** 2 " ^• 

21. Shew that the equation in the preceding Example 
may also be written re -h y — 2 tj{xy) sin ^ = c cot ^ . 
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22. Find the value of c in order that the circles 
(a.-a)»+(y-6)* = c', and (a?- J)*+ (y-a)'=c«, 

may touch each other. 

23. ABC is an equilateral triangle ; take A as origin, 
and AB as axis of x ; find the rectangular equation to the 
circle which passes through -4, B, C, Deduce the polar equa- 
tion to this circle. 

24. If the centre of a circle be the pole, shew that the 
polar equation to the chord of the circle which subtends an 
angle 2)8 at the centre is r = ccos)8sec(^ — a), where a is 
the angle between the initial line and the straight line from 
the centre which bisects the chord. Deduce the polar equa- 
tion to a straight line touching the circle at a given point. . 

25. Find the polar equation to the circle, the origin being 
on the circumference and the initial line a tangent. Shew 
that with this origin and initial line, the polar equation to the 
tangent at the point ^' is r sin (2^ — ^) = 2c sin' ff. 

26. Shew that if the origin be on the circumference and 
the diameter through that point make an angle a with the 
initial line, the equation to the circle is r = 2c cos (^ — a). 

27. Determine the locus of the equation 

r = ^cos(^-a) + jffeos(^-)8)+(7cos(^-7) + 



28. AB is a given straight line ; through A two inde- 
finite straight lines are drawn equally incHned to AB, and 
any circle passing through A and B meets those lines at 
Ly M\ shew that the sum of AL and AM is constant when 
L and M are on opposite sides of AB, and that the difference 
oi AL and AM is constant when L and M are on the swme 
side of AB, 

29. ABC is an equilateral triangle : find the locus of P 
when PA = FB + FG. 

30. There are n given straight lines making with another 

fixed straight line angles a, )8, 7, ; a point P is taken 

such that the sum of the squares on the perpendiculars from 
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it on these n straight lines is constant: find the conditions 
that the locus of P may be a circle. 

31. A point moves so that the sum of the squares of its 
distances from the sides of a regular polygon is constant: 
shew that the locus of the point is a circle. 

32. A straight line moves so that the sum of the perpen- 
diculars AP, B Q, from the fixed points A and B is constant ; 
find the locus of the middle point of PQ. 

33. is a fixed point and AB a fixed straight line ; a 
straight line is drawn from meeting AB at P; in OP a 
point Q is taken so that OP, OQ^k* : find the locus of Q. 

34. A straight line is drawn fi:om a fixed point 0, meet- 
ing a fixed circle at P ; in OP a point Q is taken so that 
OP.OQ = h^: find the locus of Q. 

35. Shew that {ht/ - kxf = c"" {{x- hy + (y -ky] repre- 
sents the two tangents to the circle, ai* + ^' = c', which pass 
through the point (h, k). 

36. Determine what is represented by the equation 

r' — ra cos 20 sec 6 — 2d? = 0. 

37. The polar equation to a circle being r = 2c cos 0, shew 
that the equation 2c cos fi cos a = r cos {p + a — 0) represents 
a chord such that the radii drawn to its extremities from the 
pole, make angles a, fi with the initial line. 

38. Tangents to a circle at the points P and Q intersect 
at 7; if the straight lines joining these points with the ex- 
tremity of a diameter cut a second diameter perpendicular to 
the former at the points^, q, t, respectively, shew that ^^ = qt 

39. Find the equation to the circle which passes through 
three points whose co-ordinates are given. 

40. Shew that the co-ordinates of the centre and the 
radius of the circle in the preceding Example are always 
finite except when the three given points are on a straight 
line. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

RADICAL AXIS. POLE AND POLAR. 

Radical Axis, 

108. We have shewn in Art. 88 that the equation to a 
circle is (a? — a)^ + (y — J)* — c' = 0. We shall write this for 
abbreviation 8=0, If the point (a?, y) be not on the circum- 
ference of the circle, 8 is not = ; we may in that case give 
a simple geometrical meaning to 8. 

I. Let {x, y) be without the circle ; draw a tangent from 
(a?, y) to the circle ; join the point of contact with the centre 
of the circle (a, h)\ also join (a?, y) with {a, h). Let (/re- 
present the point (a, 6), Q the point (a?, y), and T the point 
of contact of the tangent. Thus we have a right-angled 
triangle formed, and since (a? — a)' -I- (y — h)^ = QC, it follows 
that /8^= QT^\ that is, 8 expresses the square of the tangent 
from (a?, y) to the circle. By Euclid ill. 36, the square of the 
tangent is equal to the rectangle of the segments made by the 
circle on any straight line drawn from (a:, y), and thus 8 will 
also express the value of this rectangle. 

II. Let (a?, y) be within the circle ; then 8 is negative. 
Let G and Q have the same meaning as before, and produce 
OQ to meet the circle at jTand T' ; then 

•-8=Gr^ 00"== (GT- CQ) {CT+ CQ) = TQ. TQ. 

Hence by Euclid ill. 35, if any straight line PQP be drawn 
meeting the circle at P and P', the value of the rectangle 
PQ.FQiB^8 

109. Let 8 denote (a? - a)' + (y - Vf - c», 
and 8' denote {x - a')' + (y - Vf - c" ; 

so that /S=0 (1), and £f' = (2), 
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are the equations to two circles ; we proceed to interpret the 
equation 

iff-/Sr = (3), 

S— 8' contains only the first powers of x and y; therefore 
iS^ — iS' = is the equation to some straight line. Also if 
values of x and y can be found to satisfy simultaneously (1) 
and (2), these values will satisfy (3). Hence when the 
•circles represented by (1) and (2) intersect, (3) is the equa- 
tion to the straight line which joins their points of inter- 
section. 

Also suppose that from any point in (3), external to both 
circles, we draw tangents to (1) and (2) ; then, by Art. 108, 
these tangents are equal in length. Hence whether (1) and 
(2) intersect or not, the straight line (3) has the following 
property : if from any point of it straight lines he drawn to 
touch both circles, the lengths of these straight lines are equal. 

110. An equation of the form 

A{a?'\-f) + Bx-\- Gy + D^O 

will represent a circle ; for after division by A we obtain the 
ordinary form of the equation to a circle. We shall say that 
the equation to a circle is in its simplest farm when the co- 
efficient of x^ and y^ is unity. 

Definition. If 5 = 0, 8'— 0, be the equations to two 
circles in their simplest forms, the straight line S — iS' = is 
called the radical aads of the circles. 

The axes of co-ordinates may here be rectangular or oblique. 

Or we may give a geometrical definition thus. A straight 
line can always be found such that if from any point of it 
tangents be drawn to two given circles, these tangents are 
equal ; this straight line is called the radical axis of the circles. 

111. The three radical axes belonging to three given circles 
meet at a point 

Let the equations to the three circles be 

8,=0 (1), £f.= (2), 8,^0 (3). 
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The equations to the radical axes are 

S^-S, = 0, belonging to (1) and (2), 

S,'-8, = 0, (2) and (3), 

8^-8, = 0, '(3) and(l). 

ese three straight lines meet at a point ; since it is ob- 
rhat the values of x and y which simultaneously satisfy 
the equations, will also satisfy the third. 

I. A lai^e number of inferences may be drawn from 
seeding Articles by examining the special cases which 
der the general propositions. {See Piiicker Analytisch- 
trische Entwickelungen, Vol. I. pp. 49 — 69.) We notice 
>f these respectii^ the radical axis of two circles. 

J. The radical axis is perpendicular to tlie straight line 
I the centres of the two circles. 
t the equations to the circles be 
«)*+(y-6)*-e'-0, {x-a'y+(y-b')'-c' = 0; 
be equation to the radical axis is 
:-ay-ix-ay+(^-by~Q,-by-<^ + c-'=0; 

a) + if{h'-h)+^{a*-a" + h*-b'*-c* + c") = 0...(l). 

d the equation to the straight line joining the centres 
circles is (Art. 35] 

y-'-^^J'-'t (2); 

1 (2) are at right angles by Art 42. 

k When two circles touch, their radical axis is the 
m tangent at the point of contact. For the radical axis 
through the common point and is perpendicular to the 
t line joining the centos of the circles. 

>. Suppose the radius of one of the circles to become 
itely small, that is, the circle to become a point; the 
. axis then has the following property: if from any 



<:!ENTRES OF SIMILITUDE. 109 

point of the radical axis we draw a straight line to the given 
point, and a tangent to the given circle, the straight line and 
the tangent will be equal in length. 

116. The radical axis of a point and a circle falls tmthout 
the circle, whether the point be without or within the circle. 
l^or if the radical axis met the circle, the co-ordinates of the 
points of intersection would satisfy the equation to the point as 
well as the equation to the circle. But the equation to the 
point can be satisfied by no co-ordinates except the co-ordi- 
nates of that point ; therefore the radical axis cannot meet 
the circle. If the point be cm the circle, the radical axis is 
the tangent to the circle at this point. 

117. Suppose both circles to become points. Then the 
straight lines drawn from any point in the radical axis to the 

-two fixed points are equal in length. Hence the radical axis 
belonging to two given points is the straight line which bisects 
at right angles the distance between the two given points. 

118. Suppose in Art. Ill that each circle becomes a point ; 
the theorem proved is then the following : the straight lines 
drawn from the middle points of the sides of a triangle at 
right angles to the sides meet at a point. 

119. It is a well-known geometrical problem to draw a 
straight line which shall touch two given circles. If the circles 
do not intersect, four common tangents can be drawn ; two of 
them will be equally inclined to the straight line joining the 
centres, and will intersect on that straight line between the 
circles; the other two will also be equally inclined to the 
straight line joining the centres, and will intersect on that 
straight line beyond the smaller circle. These two points of 
intersection are called centres of similitude. 

We will briefly explain some of the properties of centres 
of similitude, 

L Let a centre of similitude of two circles be taken as 
the pole, and the straight line passing through the centres of 
the circles as the initial line. By Axt. 105 the equations to 
the two circles will be of the forms 

r*-2Hcostf-|-P-c»=0, r^-2rrcos^+r'-c''=0....(l). 
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From the first equation 

r = lcos0± V(c"- i'sin" 0) (2). 

When the two values of r are equal the radius vector 
becomes a tangent : this takes place when P sin' 5 = c*. Since 
the circles have common tangents passing through the pole 

M = w > and therefore j, =±y. If the lower sign is taken 

the centre of similitude is between the centres of the two 
circles ; if the upper sign is taken the centre of similitude is 
on the production of the straight line which joins the centres : 
we may call the former the inner centre of similitude, and the 
latter the outer centre of similitude, 

c^ (? 
Since yi^-n t^® second of equations (1) may be written 

. r = j{icos5 + V(c"-Psin'^} (3). 

From (2) and (3) we have the following result : Let A be 
the centre of one circle, and B the centre of another, and let 
r be a centre of similitude ; let any straight line through T 
cut the former circle at K and L, and the latter at M and N^ 
so that TKis less than TL, and Tif less than TIf: then 

TK _TL _ TA 

11. "When two circles intersect only one pair of common 
tangents can be drawn ; and when one circle is entirely within 
the other no common tangent can be drawn. Nevertheless 
two points always exist such as the point T just considered ; 
so that we may take the following as the most general defi- 
nition of the centre of similitude of two circles : A centre of 
similitude is a point on the straight line joining the centres 
or on this straight line produced such that its distances frorii 
the centres are proportional to the radii of the corresponding 
circles. The essential property of a centre of similitude 
may be considered to be that expressed by the final result 
in L 
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Ill 



III. Let T be a centre of similitude of two circles ; draw 
from r two straight lines, one cutting the circles at K, L, 
Jf, JST'y and the other at h, I, m, n. 




Now we have just shewn that 

therefore the triangles TKk and TMm are similar, and Mm is 
parallel to Kk, 

Hence the angle Kkl = the angle Mmn; and therefore 
the angles MNn and Kkl are supplemental, by Euclid ill. 22, 
so that a circle would pass round NKkn : let Nn and Kk 
be produced to meet at R, then RK . Rk = RN . Rriy by 
Euclid III. 36. Cor. Hence the tangents from R to the two 
circles are equal, by Euclid ill. 36 3 and therefore R is on the 
.radical axis of the two circles. 

Similarly Nn is parallel to Z?; and Mm and LI if pro- 
duced meet on the radical axis. 

IV. Suppose there are three circles ; since each pair has 
two centres of similitude there will be six centres of simili- 
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tude on the whole : we shall shew that four straight lines can 
be drawn each containing three centres of similitude. 

Let Ay B, C he the centres of three circles ; let p, q, r be 
their radii. 




Let jPbe a centre of similitude of the circles which have 
their centres at A and JB ; draw a straight line through F 
meeting GA and CB at E and D respectively. 

By page 71 we have 

AE . CD . BF= CE .BD . AF. 



But 



thus 



BF~ q ' 

CD_p GE. 
BD qAH' 



Now suppose that Eia a. centre of similitude of the circles 
which have their centres at A and C; then 

CE r ^, . CD r 
3^=-; therefore j55 = -. 

Hence 2) is a centre of similitude of the circles which have 
their centres at B and (7. In this way we obtain results 
which can be enunciated definitely thus : the outer centre of 
similitude of two circles, and the two inner centres of simili- 
tude of these two circles and any third circle lie on a straight 
line ; also the three outer centres of similitude lie on a straight 
line. 

Pole and Polar. 

120. Definition. If the equation to a given circle be 
^' + y = c', and h, k be the co-ordinates of any point, then 
the straight line xh + yk= c* is called the polar of the point 
(A, k) with respect to the given circle, and the point (h, k) is 
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called the pole of the straight line xh+yk^ c' with respect to 
the given circle. 

We may also express our definition thus : the polar of a 
given point with respect to a given circle is the straight line 
whose equation involves the co-ordinates of the given point 
in the same manner as the equation to the tangent at any 
point of the circle involves the co-ordinates of the point of 
contact ; and the given point is the pole of the straight line. 

This definition might be misunderstood. For the equa- 
tion to the tangent to a circle at a given point might be 
expressed indifferent forms by using the relation which holds 
between the co-ordinates of the given point by virtue of the 
equation to the circle. We might for example express the 
equation to the tangent in terms of either of the co-ordinates 
of the given point alone. But in the above definition we mean 
that the equation to the tangent is to be in the form which it 
naturally assumes, involving the co-ordinates of the given 
point rationally. 

Or we may define the polar of a point by means of the 
properties which it possesses (Art. 103). The polar of a 
given point with respect to a given circle is the straight line 
which is the locus of the intersection of tangents drawn at 
the extremities of every chord through the given point ; and 
the given point is called the pole of this straight line. 

If the given point be without the circle, its polar coincides 
with the chord of contact of tangents drawn from that point. 

121. If one straight line pass through the pole of another 
straight line, the second straight line will pass through the pole 
of the first straight line. 

Let (x\ y') be the pole of the first straight line, and 
therefore the equation to the first straight line 

» XX '\-yy* — i? (1). 

Let (aj", y") be the pole of the seco/nd straight line, and 
therefore the equation to the secimd straight line 

xx"-Vyy"^c^ (2). 

Since (1) passes through [x'\ y") we have x'x + y"y = c' ; 
and since this equation holds, (2) passes through {cd, y'), 

T. C. S» 8 
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122. The intersection of two straight lines is the pole of the 
straight line which joins the poles of those straight lines. 

Denote the two straight lines by A and B, and the straight 
line joining their poles by C; since C passes through the pole 
of A, therefore, by Art. 121, A passes through the pole of G; 
similarly^ passes through the pole of (7; therefore the inter- 
section of A and B is the pole of G, 



MISCELLANEOUS EXAMPLES. 

1. Find the tangent of the angle between the two straight 
lines whose intercepts on the axes are respectively a, b, and 
a', b\ 

2. If the two straight lines represented by the equation 
a?' (tan^ </> + cos* <^) — 2xt/ tan <l) + y^ sin* <f> = 0, make angles 
Of, ^ with the axis of x, shew that tan a ~ tan yS = 2. 

3. One side of a square a comer of which is at the origin 
makes an angle a with the axis of x ; find the equations to 
the four sides and the two diagonals. 

4. Find the equations to the diagonals of the parallelogram 
formed by the straight lines 

X y ^ X y ^ X V ^ x v c% 
a a ha b a 

and shew that the diagonals are at right angles. 

5. The distance of a point {x^ , y^ from each of two straight 
lines which pass through the origin of co-ordinates is 8 ; shew 
that the two straight lines are represented by the equation 

6. Find the condition that one of the straight lines re- 
presented by A'lf + Bxy + Go? = may coincide with one of 
those represented by ay^ + bxy + cx^ =■ 0. 

7. If a = 0, y8 = 0, 7 = be the equations to the three 
sides of a triangle ; and a, b, c be the perpendicular distance^ 
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between these sides and those of another triangle parallel to 
them respectively, the straight line joining the centres of the 
ixiscribed circles will be represented by any of the equations 

g — i8 _ y8--7 _ 7— g 
a — 6"" b--c'~ c — a* 

8. Shew that the equation to the straight line passing 
through the middle point of the side J5(7 of a triangle ABU 
and parallel to the external bisector of the angle A is 

i8 + 7 + |(sin-B + sinC)=a 

9. The equation to the straight line drawn parallel to BG 
through the centre of the escribed circle which touches BG is 

(a + i8)sinjB+ (g + 7) sin (7=0. 

10. Find the equations to the straight lines which pass 
through the intersection of the straight lines 

and divide the angles between them into parts having their 
sines in a given ratio. 

11. Find the equations to the two straight lines which 
bisect the augles between the straight lines represented by 
Ay^+Bxy+Gx^=:^0. 

12. Find the condition in order that the straight lines 
Aj^ + Bxi/ + Gc* = and ay* + bxy + car* = may have their 
angles bisected by the same pair of straight lines. 

13. If w = 0, v = Oy be the equations to two circles, shew 
that by giving a suitable v^lte to the constant \, the equation 
u + \v = will represent any circle passing through the points 
of intersection of the given circles. 

14. A fixed circle is cut by a series of circles, all of which 
pass through two given points ; shew that the straight lines 
which join the points of intersection of the fixed circle with 
each circle of the series all meet at a point. 

8—2 
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THE PARABOLA. 

123. There are three curvea whicli we now proceed to 
define ; we ehall then deduce their equations from the defini- 
tions, and investigate some of their properties from their 
equations. 

Definitioit. a conic section is the locus of a point which 
moves so that its distance from a fixed point hears a constant 
ratio to its distance from a fixed straight line. If this ratio 
be vniti/, the curve is called a parabola, if less than unity, an 
ellipse, ii greater than unity, an hyperbola. 

The fixed point is called the focus, and the fixed straight 
line the directrix, 

124. It will he shewn hereafter that if a cone he cut by 
a plane, the curve of intersection will be one of the following ; 
a parabola, an ellipse, an hyperbola, a circle, two straight 
lines, one straight line, or a point. Hence the term conic 
secUon is appUed to the parabola, ellipse, and hyperbola, and 
may be extended to include the circle, two straight lines, one 
straight line and point. We shall also shew that every curve 
of the second degree must be a conic section in this larger 
sense of the tenu. 

At present we confine ourselves to tracing the consequences 
of the definitions in Art. 123. 

125. To find the equation to the Faraiola. 

A parabola is the locus of a point which moves so that its 
distance &om a fixed point is egval to its distance &om a 
fixed fiti'aight line. 

Let S be the fixed point, YY" the fixed straight line. 
Draw SO perpendicular to ¥Y'; take as the ongin, 08 



as the direction of the axis of 
tSuppose 08= 2a. 



EQUATION TO THE PABABOLA. 

OYbs that of the ax 




Let P be any point on the locus ; join SP; dn 
parallel to OY and FN parallel to OX; let C 
PM=y. 

By definition 8P=PN; therefore 8P*=PN'; th 
P3P + SM' = PN', that is, y*+{x- 2o)' = af; 

therefore y = 4a (a; — a) , 

This is the equation to the parabola with the ai 
origin and axes. The curve cuts the axis of a; at a f 
which bisects OS; for when y = ia (1), we have 
The equation will be simplified if we put the origin 
let !d' = AM, then x' =x — a, and (1) heoomes y" = iax 

We may suppress the accent, if we remember tl: 
origin is now at A ; thus we have for the equation 
parabola 

^ = 4iax 

126. To trace the parabola /rom its equation y*=' 

Trom this equation we see that for every positivi 

of X there axe Uvo values of i/, equal in magnitude. 
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Hence for eveiy point P on one side of the 
sre is a poiot P" on the other side, such that 



Hence the curve is symmetrical with respect 
■ X. Negative values of x do not give possible 
lence no part of the curve lies to the left of tho 
may have any positive value, the curve extends 
on the right of the origin, 
1 the vertex of the curve and AX the aaw of 



have drawn the curve concave towards the axis 
awing proposition will justify the figure, 
ite of any point of the curve which lies between 
d a fixed point of the curve is greater than the 

ordinate of the straight line joining the vertex 

point. 

;he fixed point ; k', y' its co-ordinates ; then the 

Pis y = ^ 3!= ./(—;], JB, since ^'' = 4aa:'. 

>te any abscissa less than d, then since the ordi- 
urve IS tJ[Aiaa:), and that of the straight line is 

• A /(-j) X 'J{^<^)> it is obvious that the ordi- 
rve is greater than that of the straight line- 
may be said to be otdside the curve for which 
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y* — iax is positive ; that is, points for which x is negative, 

or for which w is positive and less than ^ . And all points 

may be said to be inside the curve for which j/^ — 4^x is nega- 
tive. Since the square of the distance of any point from the 
focus is y'* + (cc — ay, that is {x + a)^ + y^ — 4iax, it follows 
that the distance of any point, not on the curve, from the 
focus is greater or less than its distance from the directrix 
according as the point is outside or inside the curve. 

128. Definition. The double ordinate through the 
focus of a conic section is called the Latus Rectum. 

Thus in the figure in Art, 126, LSL' is the Latus Rectum. 

Let a; = a, then from the equation y^ = iiaoc, y = + 2a. 
Hence L8=^ L' 8=^2a\ and LU = 4ia. 

129. To express the focal distance of any point of the 
parabola in terms of the abscissa of the point 

The distance of any point on the curve from the focus is 
equal to the distance of the same point from the directrix. 
Hence (see figure to Art. 125), SF= AM+ AS, =x + a. 

Tangent and normal to a Parabola. 

130. To find the eqication to the tangent at any point of 
a parabola. (See Def. Art. 90.) 

. Let Xr y be the co-ordinates of the point, a?", y' the co- 
ordinates of an adjacent point on the curve. 

The equation to the secant through these points is 

since (a?', y') and {x", y") are on the parabola 

y'^^^aal, y'^=-4^ax"\ 
therefore y"^ — y^ = ^a [x' — x) ; 

therefore ^, — S = -n-, — j \ 
X —a? y +y 

hence (1) may be written y — y ^ ~"~Tr~> (^ *" ^')* 
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Now in the limit^y" = y* ; hence the equation to the tan- 
gent at the point (a?', y) is 

y-y =^(a?-«) (2). 

This equation may be simplified ; multiply by y\ thus 
yy = 2a (aj — x) + y'*, = 2aa? — 2aa5' + 4aa;', 

= 2a(a? + aj') (3). 

131. The equation to the tangent can be conveniently 
expressed in terms of the tangent of the angle which the 
straight line makes with the axis of the parabola. 

For the equation to the tangent at {xy y) is 

yy = 2a (x + x), 

2a 2ax' 2a 4aa;' 

^ y y y ^y 



2a y ,-. 

= - a? + |^ (1). 

y 2 ^ ^ 



2a 



Let — 7 = m; therefore^ = — ; thus (1) may be written 
y 2 m ^ ' "^ 

y='»*^+^- (^)'' 

this is the required equation. Conversely, every straight line 
whose equation is of this form is a tangent to the parabola. 

132. It may be shewn as in Art. 93, that a tangent to 
the parabola meets it at only one point. Also, if a straight 
line meets a parabola at only one point, it will in general be 
the tangent at that point. 

For suppose the equation to a parabola to be 

y = 4aa? (1), 

and the equation to a straight line to be 

y = ma? + c (2). 

To determine the abscissae of the points of intersection, we 
have the equation {mx + of = 4iax, 

or mV+(27nc-4a)a; + c'=0 (3); 



k. 
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tilis quadratic equation will have two roots, except when 

Qmc — 2a)' = mV, that is, when c = — . 

fn 

Hence if the straight line (2) meets the parabola, it will 
meet it at two points, unless c = — , and then the sti*aight line 

is a tangent to the parabola by Art. 131. 

If, however, the equation (2) be of the form y = c, so that 
tlie straight line is parallel to the axis of x, then instead oi 
(3) w.e have the equation c' = 4cwc, which has but one root ; 
hence a straight line parallel to the a^s of the parabola meets 
it at only one point, but is not a tangent, 

133. The axis of y is a tangent to the curve at the vertex. 
For the equation to the tangent at {x\ y') is 

yy=2a{x + a))] 
and when x' = and y' = 0, this becomes a? = 0. 

134. To find the equation to the normal at any point of 
a parabola. (See Def. Art. 97.) 

Let X, y be the co-ordinates of the point ; the equation 
to the tangent at that point is 

y = y^(^ + ^') (!)• 

The equation to a straight line through (a?', y) at right 
angles to (1) is 

y-y'=-|^(^-«^') (2). 

This is the equation to the normal at {xy y'), 

135. The equation to the normal may also be expressed 
in terms of the tangent of the angle which the straight line 
makes with the axis of the curve. 

For the equation to the normal is y = — #- a? +y +^^ , 

or..^^ y=7£^+y'+& • w- 



j^^'UXt^* . )\w'. 



'> 
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^— = m; therefore y = — 2am; 
Ml 



thus (1) may be written 

y = ma?— 2am— am' (2). 

136. We shall now deduce some properties of the parar 
bola from the preceding Articles. 

Let of, y' be the co-ordinates of P; let PThe the tangent 
at F and FG the normal at P. 

The equation to the tangent at F is t/y = 2a (a? + a?'). 




Let y = 0, then a? = — «?'; hence'-42^=-4ilf. 

Also ST=-AT+A8, ^AM+A8, = iSP (Art. 129). 

Hence the triangle 8TF is isosceles, and the angle 8TF 
is equal to the angle 8PT. Thus if FN be parallel to the 
axis of the curve, FN and PS are equally inclined to the 
tangent at P, so that the tangent bisects the angle between 
P8 and NF produced. 

Since the angle FTS is half the angle P8X, it follows 
that the angle between two tangents to a parabola is half the 
angle between the focal distances of the points of contact. 



k 
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137. The equation to the normal at Pis 

At the point 0, where the normal cuts the axis, y = ; 
lience from the above equation ^ — a?' = 2a ; thus 

MO = 2a = half the latus rectum. Also SG = SP. 

138. To find the locus of the intersection of the tangent 
at any point with the perpendicular on it from the focus. 

Let x\j/ be the co-ordinates of any point Pon the curve; 
the equation to the tangent at P is 

y = y(^ + a?0 (1). 

The equation to the straight line through the focus per- 
pendicular to (1) is 

y — feCa'-") • (2)- 

We have now to eliminate qp and ^ by means of (1), 
(2), and 

y'^=^4^ax\ (3). 

From (3) we find x' in terms of y, and thus (1) may be 
written 

2a . y' iA\ 

y^-y+l w- 

Thus the problem is reduced to the elimination of y' from 
(2) and (4) ; from (2) 

y— ^ (5); 

^ x-a ^ ^ * 

substitute in (4) ; then y = — ^ : 

^ ^ ' ^ y x — a ' 

therefore y^ (a? — a) + (a? — a)'aj + ay* = 0, 

or {3^» + (aj-a)'}a; = (6). 

If the factor y* + (a; — a)* be equated to zero, we have 

y = 0, . fl? = a (7), 
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The point thus determined is the focus ; this however is 
not the locus of the intersection of (1) and (2), for the values 
in (7), although they satisfy (2), do not satisfy (1). We 
conclude therefore that the required locus is given hy the 
equation x=0, which we obtain by considering the other 
factor in (6). 

This result can be easily verified ; for if we put aj= in 
(1) we obtain y = — ^ = ^; and if we put aj = in (2), we 

also obtain y = ^ ; thus (1) and (2) intersect on the straight 

line a? = 0. 

Thus, if in the figure in Art. 136, ^be the intersection of 
the tangent at P with the axis of y, 8Z is perpendicular to 
.the tangent. 

139. The process of the preceding Article is of frequent 
use and of great importance. We have in (1) and (2) the 
equations to two straight lines ; if we obtain the values of x 
and y from these simultaneous equations, we thus determine 
the point of intersection of the straight lines ; the values of x 
and y will depend upon those of x and y', thus giving dif- 
ferent points of intersection corresponding to the different 
straight lines represented by (1) and (2). If from (1), (2), 
and (3) we eliminate of and y we obtain an equation which 
holds for the co-ordinates of every point of intersection of (1) 
and (2). This equation is by our definition of a locus the 
equation corresponding to the locus of the intersection of (1) 
and (2). 

Sometimes the elimination produces, as in the preceding 
Article, an equation which does not represent the required 
locus. The student has probably noticed in solving alge- 
braical questions that he often arrives at more results than 
that which he is especially seeking. We can frequently 
interpret these additional results; thus in the preceding 
Article, since, whatever x and y may be, the values x = a, 
y = 0, satisfy one of the equations which we use in effecting 
the elimination, we might anticipate that our result would 
involve a corresponding factor. 
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140. If the straight line from the focus, instead of being 
perpendicular to the tangent, meet it at any constant angle, 
tlie locus of their intersection will still be a straight line. We 
-will indicate the steps of the investigation. Suppose /S the 
angle between the tangent and the straight line from the 
focus ; equation (1) remains as in Art. 138 ; instead of (2) 
^we have, by Art. 45, 

2a 

- ^'^^P ^ 2a + ytany8, 

y 

Instead of (5) in Art. 138, we shall find 

, __ 2a (a? —a) + 2ay tan ^ 
y — (a? — a) tan (i 

The result of the elimination is 
y {y— (aj— a) tan/8} {a? — a+y tan)3} 

— a? {y — (a? — a) tan )8}* — a (a; - a +y tan j8)* = 0. 

Now, guided by the result of Art. 138, we may anticipate 
that 5* + (a? — a)' will prove a factor of the left-hand member 
of the equation; and we shall find by reduction that the equa- 
tion may be written {y* + (a?— a)'} (y tan /3 — a; tan* /8 — a) = 0. 

Hence the required locus is determined by 

y = a; tan /8 + a cot /8. 

141. To find the length of the perpendicular from the 
focus on the ta/ngent at any point of the parabola. 

The equation to the tangent at the point (x, y) is 

The perpendicular on this from the point (a, 0) by Art. 47 
. Call the focal distance of the point of contact r, and the 
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perpendicular p j then, by Art. 129, r — a'\-x'\ 

therefore p=^i^{ar). 

142. From any external point two tangents can he drawn 
to a parabola. 

Let the equation to the parabola be y* = 4flM?; and let 
A, k be the co-ordinates of an external point. Suppose a?', y 
the co-ordinates of a point on the parabola such that the 
tangent at this point passes through (A, A), The equation 
to the tangent at [x, y ) is yy = 2a (a? 4- x). 

Since this tangent passes through (A, k) 

fcy = 2a(A + ajO , (1). 

Also since (x\ y') is on the parabola 

y^^^ax (2). 

Equations (1) and (2) determine the values of x and y\ 

Substitute from (2) in (1), thus /b/ = 2aA+^, therefore 

y" — 2ky + 4aA = 0. The roots of this quadratic will be 
found to be both possible, since (A, k) is an external point 
and therefore 1^ greater than 4aA. To each value of y cor- 
responds one value of x' by (1) ; hence two tangents can be 
drawn from any external point. 

The straight line which passes through the points where 
these tangents meet the parabola is called the chord of con- 
tact. 

143. Tangents are drawn to a parabola from a given 
external point ; to find the equation to the chord of contact 

Let h, k be the co-ordinates of the external point ; a?^, y^ 
the co-ordinates of the point where one of the tangents from 
(A, h) meets the parabola ; x^, y^ the co-ordinates of the point 
where the other tangent from (A, k) meets the parabola. 

The equation to the tangent at {x^, y^ is 

yy^ = 2a(x + x;) (1). 

Since this tangent passes through (A, k) we have 

ky^ = 2a{h + x,)... (2), 
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Similarly, since the tangent at (a?^, y^ passes through (A, h) 

Jcy^ = 2a{h'\-x;j (3). 

Hence it follows that the equatioa to the chord of con- 
tact is 

ky = 2a{x + h) (4), 

For (4) is obviously the equation to some straight line ; 
also this straight line passes through (x^, y J, for (4) is satis- 
fied by the values x = x^, y = y., as we see from (2) ; similarly 
from (3) we conclude that this straight line passes through 
(a?j, yj. Hence (4) is the required equation. 

Thus we may proceed as follows in order to draw tangents 
to a parabola from a given external point. Draw the straight 
line which is represented by (4), join the points where it 
mieets the parabola with the given external point, and the 
straight lines thus obtained are the required tangents. 

144. Through any fixed point chords are drawn to a 
parabola, and tangents to the parabola drawn at the extremi" 
ties of each chord : the locus of the intersection of the tangents 
is a straight line. 

Let h, k be the co-ordinates of the point through which 
the chords are drawn ; let tangents to the parabola be drawn 
at the extremities of one of these chords, and let {x^, y^ be 
the point at which they meet. The equation to the corre- 
sponding chord of contact is, by Art. 143, yy. = 2a (a? + x^. 
But this chord passes through (A, i); therefore ky^=2a{h-^xX 
Hence the point (x^, y^ lies on the straight line ky=2a (x+K); 
that is, the locus of the intersection of the tangents is a 
straight Hne. 

We will now prove the converse of this proposition. 

145. If from any point in a straight line a pair of 
tangents be drawn to a parabola, the chords of contact wUl 
all pass through a fixed point 

Let Ax + By+ (7=0 (1) 

be the equation to the straight line ; let {x, y) be a point 
in this straight line from which tangents are drawn to the 
parabola ; then the equation to the corresponding chord of 
contact is 

yy'^2a{x^x') .(2). , 
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Since (a?', y') is on (1) we have Ax^ + By' + (7=0; there- 
fore (2) may be written y {Ax' + C) 4- 2aB (a; + a?') = 0, 

or {Ay •{- 2aB) x' + Cy + 2aBx=0, 

Now whatever be the value of x, this straight line passes 
through the point whose co-ordinates are found by the simul- 
taneous equations Ay + 2aB = 0, Cy + 2aBx = 0; that is the 

. ^ . , . , 2aB G 

point for which y = j- , a; = — * 

The student should observe the different interpretations 
that can be assigned to the equation ky = 2a{x+ h). The 
statements in Art. 103 with respect to the circle may all be 
applied to the parabola. 

146. Some interesting geometrical investigations relat- 
ing to tangents to a parabola from an external point may be 
noticed. 

To draw the two tangents to a parabola from any external 
point ;^' 

Let denote the external point and otne focus. On OS 
as diameter describe a circle, and let it cut the tangent at 
the vertex at ^ and z. Join OZ suid Oz: these straight lines, 
produced if necessary, are the tangents from by Art. 138 
and Euclid ill. 31. 

Or we may proceed thus. Join 08. With centre and 




radius 08 describe a circle, and let it cut the directrix at Q 
and q. Through these point^ draw parallels to the axis meet- 
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ing the parabola at P and p. Then OP and Op are t 
quired tangente. 

For join OQ and 8P. Then in the triangles OP. 
OPQ we have 08= OQ by construction, P8=PQ \ 
nature of the parabola, and OP common. Therefoi 
angle 0^5 = the angle OPQ; and OP is the tangent 
by Art. 136. 

Similarly Op is the tangent at p. 

The two tangents to a parabola from an external 
subtend equal angles at the focus. 

Since the triangles OPS and OPQ are equal in t 
spects, the angle OS'P= the angle OQP; and similai 
angle OSp = the angle Oqp i and the angles OQP am 
are equal, for they are the complements of the equal ; 
OQq&nA OqQ. 

The angle between a tangent and a straight line p< 
to the axis is equal to the angle between the other tanget< 
the straight line from the external point to the focus. 

Draw OH parallel to the axis. 

The angle QOS=^ the angle qOS; that is 

twice the angle PCS — the angle SOS 

= twice the angle p OS + the angle SOS; 

therefore the angle ^05= the angle pOS, aadtherefca 
the angle POS= the angle pOS. 

The student should observe the extension thus gii 
the result in Art. 136 : at any point of the curve the st 
line which bisects the angle between the focal distance 
point and the parallel to the axis is at right angles i 
tangent, and at any external point the straight line 
hisects the angle between the focal distance and the p 
to the axis is equally iTtclined to the two tangents. 

Hie circle which passes through the intersections oj 
tangents to a parabola will pass through the focus. 
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^ it P, Q,Bhe the points of contact, and ^qr the triangle 
:d by the tangents. 




ince Pr and Qr subtend equal angles at 8 the angle 
is half the angle PSQ. 

imilarly the angle PSq is half the angle FSR. Hence 
Dgle qSr is half the angle QSB ; that is by Art. 136 the 
q8r IS equal to the angle qpr : therefore jS is on the 
Merehce of the circle which passes round ^gr. 

Diametera. 
V7, To find the length of a straight line dravm from any 
in a given direction to rneet a parabola. 
et x, y' be the co-ordinatea of the point from which the 
;ht line ia drawn ; x, y the co-ordinates of the point to 
1 the straight line is drawn ; Q the inclination of the 
;ht line to the axis of a; ; r the length of the strai^t 
then (Art. 27) 

fl; = a;' + r cos 6, y=y + r sin ^. 

y) be on the parabola, these values may be substituted 
B equation y*= 4im; ; thus (y' -l-rsin5)' = 4a(a;'+rcos^; 
y^sin^ff + ST-f^' sin 5- 2acoa^) +j'"— 4(kc'= 0. 

rom this quadratic two values of r can be found, which 
lie lengths of the straight lines that can be drawn ftom 
) in the given direction to the parabola. 
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"When the point {x\ y) is within the parabola, the roots of 
the above quadratic will be of different signs; in this case 
the two straight lines that can be drawn from {x\ y) to meet 
the curve are drawn in different directions. When the point 
{Xy y) is without the parabola, the roots are of the same sign, 
and the straight lines are drawn in the same direction. 

148. Definition. A diameter of a curve is the locus of 
the middle poirvts of a series of parallel chords. 

149. To find the diameter of a given system of parallel 
chords in a parabola. 

Let 6 be the inclination of the chords to the axis of the 
parabola ; let x, y be the co-ordinates of the middle point 
of any one of the chords ; the equation which determines the 
lengths of the straight lines drawn from {x, y') to the curve 
is (Art. 147) 

r^sin»^ + 2r(y'sin^-2acos^+y''-4aa;' = (1). 

Since {xy y) is the middle point of the chord, the values 
of r furnished by this quadratic must be equal in magnitude 
and opposite in sign; hence the coeflScient of r must vanish; 

thus y* sin ^ — 2a cos ^ = ; 

therefore y =2a cot ^ (2); 

thus the required diameter is a straight line parallel to the 
axis of the parabola. 

Hence every diameter is parallel to the axis of the para- 
bola. 

Also every straight line parallel to the axis of the para- 
bola is a diameter, that is, bisects some system of parallel 
chords ; for by giving to ^ a suitable value, the equation (2) 
may be made to represent any straight line parallel to the axis. 

150. Let a tangent be drawn to the parabola at the 
point where the straight line y = 2a cot 6 meets the curve ; 

2a 
the equation to the tangent is y = — 7- (^ + ^') > ^^^* is, 

if 
y = tan {x-h a?') ; hence, the tangent at the extremity of any 

diameter of the parabola is parallel to the chords which that 

diameter bisects. 

9-2 
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151. To find the equation to the parabola, the axes being 
any diameter and the tangent at the point where it meets 
the curve. 




Let h, k be the co-ordinates of a point A' on the parabola; 
take this point for a new origin ; draw through it a straight 
line J!X' parallel to the axis of the curve for the new axis of 
oCi and a tangent A' Y' to the curve for the new axis of y. 

Let TAX = e ; then (Art. 150) -| - tan 6. 

Let X, y be the co-ordinates of a point P on the curve 
referred to the original axes ; x\ y the co-ordinates of the 
same point referred to the new axes ; draw PJf parallel to 
A Y and PM' parallel to A' Y'; also draw A'L, M'N paraUel 
io AY\ lei R denote the intersection of PJf and AX' \ then 

X = AM= AL + LN^ NM^ AL + AM ^ MR 

==h'\-x' -Yy cos 0, 

y = PM=R}I+PR = AL + PR 

= A? + 2/' sin ft 



TO A DIAMETER AND TASGENT AS AXES. 

Substitute these values in the equation y' = 4ax ; th 

(k + t/sm&)' = ia{k + x' + y cos S), 

or y sin* 5 + 2y' (A sin 5 — 2a cos 5) + A* — 4aA = 4aa;' 

But, h = 2a cot B, and /;* = 4aA ; thus we have 

y* sin* Q = 4iax', 

„ 4a , 

or • y =—■■ a j tc, 

'' Bin' ^ ' 

■whicli is the required equation. 

We may shew that . ,;. = SA' ; for SA! = a + A (Ar 

and &™7- = acot'^; therefore a + A = -^—i-j . 

Hence the equation may be written y" = ia'x', 
a = SA' ; or suppressing the accents on the variables 

f = ia'w. 

152, ■ The equation to the tangent to the parabola 
of the same form whether the axes be rectangular, 
oblique system formed by a diameter and the tangen 
extremity ; for the investigation of Art. 130 will appl; 
out any change to the equation y''=ia'x which repre 
parabola referred to such an oblique system. 

153. Tangents at the extremities of any chord of a 
hola Toeet on Oie diameter which bisects that chord. 

Kefer the parabola to the diameter biaecting the 
and the corresponding tangent, as axes; let the ec 
to the parabola be y''= iax; let x', y' be the co-on 
of one extremity of the chord ; then the equation 
tangent at this point is 

y^^Ui^ + w-) 

The co-ordinates of the other extremity of the cb 
x', — y' ; and the equation to the tangent there is 

~yi/ = 2a'{x + x') 

The straight lines represented by (1) and (2) m 
the point for which y = 0, x = ~x' ; this demonstra 
theorem. 
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Polar Equation, 

154. To find the Polar Sqiuition to the parabola, the focus 
hdng the pole. 

Let 8P=r, ASP=0, (see figure to Art. 125); then 
SP = PN, by deanition ; that is, 8P=0S+ SM; 
or r=2a+rco3(7r— fl) ; 

therefore r(l + coaff) = 2a, 

and r = = a- 

l + cos5 

If we denote the angle XSP by 0, then we have as before 

SP=OS+SM; thus r = 2a + rcos^, and r = .i — ^—x. 

1 — 008 9 

155. The polar equation to the parabola when the vertex 
is the pole may be conveniently deduced from the equation 
y = iax by putting r cos ^ and rain 6 for x and y respec- 
tively ; we thus obtain r = . . .. ■ . 

•' ' sm" a 

We add a few miscellaneous propositions on the parabola. 
Definition. A chord passing through the focus of a 
conic section is called a focal chord. 

156. If tangents be drawn at the extremities ofanyfoeal 
chiyrd of a parabola, (1) the tangents will intersect on the 
directrix, (2) the tangents will meet at right angles, (3) the 
straight line drawn from the point of intersection of the toi- 
gentS to thefociis will be perpendicular to the focal chord. 

(1) If the tangents to a parabola meet at the point {k, k) 
the equation to the chord of contact is, ky—2a{x+h) by 
Art. 143. Suppose the chord passes through the focua ; then 
the values x = a,y=0, must satisfy this equation ; 
therefore 0= 2a (0+ A) ; 
therefore h = — a; 
that is, the point of intersection of the tangents is on tlie 
directrix. 
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(2) The equation to the tangent to a parabola may be 
written (Art. 131) y = tiw? H — . Suppose (A, k) a point on 

the tangent ; therefore hrr? — hm + a = 0. This quadratic will 
determine the inclinations to the axis of the parabola of the two 
straight lines that may be drawn through the point (A, k) to 
touch the parabola. Suppose tw^, m^ the tangents of these in- 
clinations, then by the theory of quadratic equations m^^ = r . 

If ^ = — a, m.m^ = — 1 ; that is, the two tangents are at 
right angles. 

(3) The equation to the straight line passing through the 
focus and (A, k) is y = j—- (^ — «)• If A = — a, this becomes 

k 
y = — ^ (a? — a) ; the straight line is therefore perpendicular 

to the focal chord of which the equation is yk = 2a (a? — a). 

157. If through any point within or without a parabola, 
two straight lines he drawn parallel to two given straight lines 
to meet the curve, the rectangles of the segments will be to one 
another in a/n invariable ratio. 

Let (of, y) be the given point, and suppose a and /8 
respectively the inclinations of the given straight lines to 
the axis of the parabola. By Art 147, if a straight line be 
drawn through (a?', y') to meet the curve and be inclined at 
an angle a to the axis, the lengths of its segments are given by 
the equation r^ sin* a + 2r {j/ sin a — 2a cos a) + y^ — 4«ax = 0. 

Therefore by the theory, of quadratic equations the rect- 

v'* — icbx 
angle of the segments = . ^ • 

Similarly the rectangle of the segments of the straight line 
drawn through (a;', y") kt an angle /8= ^ . g^ . 

Hence the ratio of the rectangles = . ^ > and this ratio 

^ sm a 

is constant whatever x' and y may be. 
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lict be the point tbrough which the straight lines OFp, 




are drawn inclined to the axis of the parabola at angles 
■espectively ; then we have shewn that 

OP. Op _ sia'^ 
OQ.Oq sin" a ' 



;t tangents to the parabola be drawn parallel to i^ 
Qg the parabola at E and D respectively ; let iS b 
then by Art. 151, 



Qq, 



8E_ 



>';8. 



ippose to coincide with T ; then OP , Op becomes T^ 
>Q.02 becomes TJ^; 

TF? 8E 



therefore 



TSy 8D' 
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EXAMPLES. 

. . 1. Find the equation to the straight line joining A and 
L. (See figure to Art. 126.) 

2. Find the equation to the circle which passes through 
Ay L, L\ (See figure to Art. 126.) 

3. A point moves so that its shortest distance from a 
given circle is equal to its distance from a given fixed dia- 
meter of that circle ; find the locus of the point. 

4. Trace the curves y^ = 4aa?, and a? + 4ay = ; and 
determine their points of intersection. 

3. Determine the equation to the tangent at L. (See 
figure to Art. 126.) 

6. Find the angle between the straight lines in Exam- 
ples 1 and 5. 

^ 7. Determine the equation to the normal at L, 

8. Find the point where the normal at L meets the curve 
again, and the length of the intercepted chord. 

9. Find the point in a parabola where the tangent is 
inclined at an angle of 30® to the axis of x. 

10. The length of the perpendicular from the inter- 
section of the directrix and axis on the tangent at {x^ y) is 

i • a{x ^ a) 

*J[a(x +a)Y 

11. Find the points of contact of tangents the perpen- 
diculars on which from the intersection of the directrix and 
axis are equal to one-fourth of the latus rectum. 

12. A circle has its centre at the vertex -4 of a parabola 
whose focus is 8, and the diameter of the circle is ^A8 ; 
^hew that the common chord bisects AS, 
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13. Trace the curve y^^x^a?, and determine whether 
the straight line a? + y = 1 is a tangent to it. 

14. The tangent at any point of a parabola will meet the 
directrix and latus rectum produced at two points equally 
distant from the focus. 

16. PM is an ordinate of a point P on a parabola; a 
straight line is drawn parallel to the axis bisecting PJf and 
cutting the curve at Q ; MQ cuts the tangent at the vertex 
A at T; shew that AT= ^PM. 

16. If from any point P of a circle PG be drawn to the 
centre C, and a chord PQ be drawn parallel to the diameter 
A OB and bisected at R, shew that the locus of the inter- 
section of GP and AR is a parabola. 

17. Find the ordinates of the points where the straight 
line y = ma?-f c meets the parabola; hence determine the 
ordinate of the middle point of the chord which the para- 
bola intercepts on this straight line. 

18. A is the origin, P is a point on the axis of y, BQ is 
a straight line parallel to the axis of a? ; in AQ, produced if 
necessary, P is taken such that its ordinate is equal to BQ ; 
shew that the locus of P is a parabola. 

19. From any point Q in the straight line BQ which is 
perpendicular to the axis GAB of a parabola whose vertex 
is Ay PQ is drawn parallel to the axis to meet the curve 
at P ; shew that if GA be taken equal to AB, the straight 
lines A Q and GP will intersect on the parabola. 

20. At the point {x\ y') a normal is drawn; find the 
co-ordinates of the point where the normal meets the curve 
again, and the length of the intercepted chord. 

21. If the normal at any point P meet the curve again 
at Q, and 8P= r, and p be the perpendicular from 8 on the 

tangent at P. then PQ = — 2— . 

r — a 

22. P is any point on a parabola, A the vertex ; through 
A is drawn a straight line perpendicular to the tangent at P, 



k 
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and through P is drawn a straight line parallel to the axis ; 
the straight lines thus drawn meet at a point Q : shew that 
the locus of Q is a straight line. Find also the equation to 
the locus of Q' the intersection of the perpendicular from A 
and the ordinate at P. 

23. PQ is a chord of a parabola, PT the tangent at P. 
A straight line parallel to the axis of the parabola cuts the 
tangent at T, the arc PQ at E, and the chord PQ at P. 
Shew that TE : EF :: PF : FQ. 

24. In a parabola whose equation is y' = 4aa?, pairs of 
tangents are drawn at points whose abscissa3 are in the ratio 
of 1 : /A ; shew that the equation to the locus of their inter- 
section will be y" = (/a* + ft"*)* ax when the points are on the 

same side of the axis, and ^ = — (/* — ft )* ax when they are 
on different sides. 

25. Two straight lines are drawn from the vertex of 
a parabola at right angles to each other ; the points where 
these straight lines meet the curve are joined, thus forming 
a right-angled triangle ; find the least area of this triangle. 

26. Let r and r' be the lengths of two radii vectores 
drawn at right angles to each other from the vertex of a 

parabola ; then {rr'y = 16a* (r* + r *). 

27. Find the polar equation to the parabola referred to 
the intersection of the directrix and axis as origin and the 
axis as initial line. 

28. If a straight line be drawn from the intersection of 
the directrix and axis cutting the parabola, the rectangle of 
the intercepts made by the curve is equal to the rectangle of 
the parts into which the parallel focal chord is divided by the 
focus. 

29. Find the polar equation to the parabola when the 
intersection of the directrix and axis is the origin and the 
initial line the directrix. 

30. A system of parallel chords is drawn in a parabola ; 
find the locus of the point which divides each chord into 
segments whose product is constant. 
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31. In a triangle ABC if tan A tan -« = 2, and AB be 

fixed, the locus of C will be a parabola whose vertex is A 
and focus B, 

32. Find the equation to the parabola referred to tan- 
gents at the extremities of the latus rectum as axes. 

33. Find the equation to the parabola referred to the 
normal and tangent at L as axes. 

34. P is a point on a parabola; x\ y' are Its co-ordinates ; 
find the equation to the circle described on SP as diameter. 

35. Shew that the circle described on BF as diameter 
toiLches the tangent at the vertex. 

36. If the straight line y = m (a? — a) meets the parabola 
at {of, y) and {x'y y"), shew that 

cc+x =2a + — g-, XX ==ar\ y +y = — ; yy = — 4a*. 

37. A circle is described on a focal chord of a parabola 
as diameter ; if m be the tangent of the inclination of this 
chord to the axis of x, the equation to the circle is 

\ m J ^ m 

38. Any circle described on a focal chord as diameter 
touches the directrix. 

39. If the focus of the parabola be the origin, shew that 
the equation to the tangent at {x, y) is yy' = 2a (ic+^'+ 2a). 

40. If the focus of a parabola be the origin, shew that 
the equation to a tangent to the parabola is y=m(^+a)+ — . 

41. Two parabolas have a common focus and axis^ and a 
tangent to one intersects a tangent to the other at right 
angles ; find the locus of the point of intersection. 



^ 
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42. If a chord of the parabola 3/' = 4aa? be a tangent of 
the parabola y^ = 8a (a? — c), shew that the straight line ^ = c 
bisects, that chord, 

43. From any point there cannot be drawn more than 
three normals to a parabola. 

44. In a parabola whose equation is y* = 4aaj, the ordi- 
nates of three points such that the normals pass through the 
same points are y^, y^, y^ ; shew that y^ + y^ + y^^^ 0. Shew 
also that a circle described through these three points passes 
through the vertex of the parabola. 

45. If two of the normals which can be drawn to a para- 
bola through a point are at right angles, the locus of that 
point is a parabola. 

46. If two equal parabolas have the same focus and their 
axes perpendicular to each other, they enclose a space whose 
length is 8a, and breadth is 2a V^, where 4a is the latuS 
rectum of the parabola. 

47. Find the length of the perpendicular from an exter- 
nal point {h, k) on the corresponding chord of contact. 

48. From an external point (A, k) two tangents are 
drawn to a parabola: shew that the length of the chord of 

, , . (iS;» + 4a'^)^(A;'*-4a^)* 
contact IS ^^ ^ 



a 



49. From an external point (/i, k) two tangents are 
drawn to a parabola: shew that the area of the triangle 

formed by the tangents and chord is ^^ — ^ — ~^. 

50. Tangents to a parabola TP, Tp are drawn at the 
extremities of a focal chord; PG, pg are normals at the 

11. 

same points. Shew that ^777^ H 5 is invariable : and that 

^ PG* pgr 

the normals subtend equal angles at T, 

51. Two equal parabolas have the same axis, but their 
vertices do not coincide. If through any point on the inner 
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curve two chords of the outer curve POp, QOq, be draT^n 

at right angles to one another, then ^ftp^ — 7=r + ttt^ — :?^— is 
® ® FO. Op QO. Oq 

invariable. 

52. A circle described upon a chord of a parabola as 
diameter just touches the axis; shew that if be the inclina- 
tion of the chord to the axis, 4a the latus rectum of the 

2a 
parabola, and c the radius of the circle, tan = — . 

53. If 0, ff be the inclinations to the axis of the para* 
bola of the two tangents through (A, A;), shew that 

tan + tan ^ = v > t^^ ^ tan ff = r* 

64. If two tangents be drawn to a parabola so that the 
sum of the angles which they make with the axis is constant, 
the locus of their intersection will be a straight line passing 
through the focus. 

55. Shew that the two tangents through (A, Jc) are repre- 
sented by the equation 

or (F-4aA)(y»-4aa:) = {%-2a(^ + A)}". 

56. Shew that the straight lines drawn from the vertex 
to the points of contact of the tangents from (A, k) are repre- 
sented by the equation hy* = 2x {ley — 2cw?). 

57. Determine the co-ordinates of the point of intersec- 
tion of two tangents to a parabola 

y=im^x-\ and y^m^-\- 



m^ *" * m^ 



Also form the equation to the straight line drawn from this 
point of intersection perpendicular to a third tangent; and 
determine the ordinate of the point where this straight line 
meets the directrix. 

58. A triangle is formed by three tangents to a para* 
bola : shew that the perpendiculars from each angle on the 
opposite side intersect on the directiix. 
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CHAPTER IX 

THE ELLIPSE. 



138. Tojind the equation to the ellipse. 

The ellipse is the locus of a point which moves so 
distance from a fixed point bears a constant ratio to 
tance &oiu a fixed straight line, the ratio being le 
■unity. 



r 
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(A 




C 



Let S be the fixed point, YF' the fixed straig 
Draw 80 perpendicular to YY'; take as the ori 
as the direction of the axis o{ m, OY as that of the as 

LetPbeapointonthelocus; join SP', ArawPM 
to OTand PJf parallel to OX. Let 08= f, and let . 
ratio of 8P to FN, Let ar, y be the co-ordinates of I 

By definition, SP=e.FN; therefore 8F' = ^PN 



144 EQUATION TO THE ELLIPSE. 

therefore PJf " + SiP = e^PN^, 

that is, y* + (a? — pf = eV, 

This is the equation to the ellipse with the assu 
origin and axes. 

159. To find where the ellipse meets the axis of x, 
put y = in the equation to the ellipse ; thus [x —pf^^e^a^; 

therefore a? — o = + ere: therefore x = ., {, . Let OA' = :—- — 

and OA = - ^ ; then A and A' are points on the ellipse. 

A and A' are called the vertices pf the ellipse, and G, the 
point midway between A and A\ is called the centre of the 
ellipse. 

160. We shall obtain a simpler form of the equation to 
the ellipse by transferring the origin to A' or G. 

I. Suppose the origin at A\ 

Since OA' = :t^-', we put x = x+ ^^ and substitute 

1 + 6 ^ 1 + e 

this value in the equation y^ + (x^pY = eV ; 
thus y + (^+^-^)=^(.'H.^); 



therefore f + x"-^ = eix'*+P^); 
" l+« \ l + e/' 

therefore y* = ^/peic' —(l — ^x" 

The distance A' A = r-^ =-?_ =- " ^e shall denote 

1— e 1+e 1—6 

this by 2a ; hence the equation becomes 



k 



EQUATION TO THE ELLIPSE. 145 

"We may suppress the accent if we remember that the 
origin is at the vertex A\ and thus write tlie equation 

y*= (1 -e^ (2a^-a;*) (1). 

IL Suppose the origin at (7. 

Since A'G^a, we put a? = a?' -|- a and substitute this value 
in (1); thusy*=(l-e^){2a(a?' + a)-(a?' + a)'} 

We may suppress the accent if we remember that the 
origin is now at the centre G, and thus write the equation 

3^=(l-e')(a»-^ (2). 

In (2) suppose a? = 0, then y* = (1 — 6*) a' ; if then we de- 
note the ordinate CB by b we have J* = (1 — ^) a* ; thus (1) 
may be written 

y«=^!(2aa;-a0 (3), 

and (2) may be written 

^ = ^*(a'-aO (4), 

or, more symmetrically, 

^+-^=l,oray + 5V = a'i* (5). 

161. Since A' 8 = e OA' and OA' = ,-^_, we have 

l + « 

OA'^^^^"-^^, 
1 + e e 

SC=A'C-A'8 = a-a{l-e)^ae. 

e e 

^ e 

T. C. S. 10 
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162. We may now ascertain the form of the ellipse. 
Take the equation referred to the centre as origin 

3,'=5(a'-^) (1). 
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For every value of x less than a there are two values of y, 
equal in magnitude but of opposite sign, ^HenceifPbea 
point in the curve on one side of the axis of x there is a point 
F on the other side of the axis such that P'M=PM, Hence 
the curve is symmetrical with respect to the axis of x. Values 
of X greater than a do not give possible values of y ; hence, 
GA being equal to a, the curve does not extend to the right 
of^. 

If we ascribe to x smj negative value comprised between 
and — a, we obtain for ^ the same pair of values as when we 
ascribe to x the corresponding positive value between 
and a. Hence the portion of the curve to the left of YY' is 
similar to the portion to the right of YY'. 

As the equation (1) may be put in the form 



«' = |(6*-3'') 



(2). 
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vrfe see that the axis of y also divides the curve syrametricdlly 
and that the curve does not extend beyond the points B and 
JS^ where GB and GB each = 6. 

The straight line E'K' is the directrix ; 8 is the corre- 
sponding focus. 

Since the curve is symmetrical with reispect to the 
straight line YGY\ it follows that if we take GH— G8 and 
CE= GE', and draw EK at right angles to GE, the point H 
and the straight line EK will form respectively a second 
focus and directrix by means of which the curve might have 
been generated. 

163. The point G is called the centre of the ellipse be- 
cause every chord of the ellipse which passes through C is 
bisected at G For suppose {h, k) to be a point on the 

cuiTe, so that the equation -5 + ^=1 is satisfied by the 

values x = hyy=^h\ then (—A, —h) is also a point on the 
curve, because since x^h^y — lc, satisfy the above equation, 
it is obvious that x^ — h^y^—Tc, will also satisfy it. Hence 
to every point P on the curve there corresponds another 
point P^ in the opposite quadrant, such that PGP^ is a 
straight line and Pfi=^FC, Hence every chord passing 
through G is bisected at C 

164. We have drawn the curve concave towards the 
axis of a;; the following proposition will justify the figure. 

The ordinate of any point of the curve which lies be- 
tween a vertex and a fixed point of the curve is greater than 
the con'esponding ordinate of the straight line joining that 
vertex and the fixed point. 

Let A be the vertex, and take it for the origin ; let P be 
the fixed point ; ody y' its co-ordinates. Then the equation 

to the ellipse is (Art. 160) y^ = -^ {2ax — x^). 

a 

The equation to AP is y=^,x, or y = - a /(— — l) ^> 

since (x, y") is on the ellipse. 

Let a\ denote any abscissa less than x', then since the 

10—2 
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ordinate of the curve is -^{2ax'-x^) or - * /( 1 J ^p, 

and that of the straight line is - a/(— — 1 J a?, it is obvious 

that the ordinate of the curve is greater than that of the 
strai&:ht line. 

165. -4-4' and BB are called axes of the ellipse. The 
axis -4-4' "which contains the two foci is called the major axis 
and sometimes the tramf&Derse axis ; BB' is called the rmnor 
axis and sometimes the oonju/gesie axis* 

The ratio which the distance of any point in the ellipse 
from the focus bears to the distance of the same point from 
the corresponding directrix is called the exoentridttf of the 
ellipse. We have denoted it by the symbol e. 

To find the latus rectum (see Art. 128) we put x = CH, 
that is, = a£, in equation (1) of Art. 162 ; thus 

or sxi sr — • 



a a 



V 26* 

therefore LH^ — , and the latus rectum = — . 

a A 

Since 6' « a* — aV ; therefore V + aV = a* ; that is, 

C3[B*+C7ir = a'; 

therefore BH = a ; 

similarly, BS = a. 

166. To express the focal distances of any point qf the 
ellipse in terms qf the johscissa of tike point 

Let S be one focus, E'K' the corresponding directrix ; H 
iStie other focus, JEK the corresponding directrix. Le^ P be a 
point on the ellipse ; x, y its co-ordinates, the c^itre being 
the origin. Join SP, RP, and draw N'JPN parallel to the 
major axis, and PM perpendicular to it. 

Then SP=ePN'=.e(rC+CM)^e(j+x]^a'^ex. 
Also, EP^ePN^e{CE^€M)=^e(^--x)=^a^ex. 
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Hence 8P+ SP= 2a ; that is, the 8v/m of the focal dis- 
tances of any point on the ellipse is equal to the major axis^ 




It is obvious from Euclid, I. 21, that the sum of the focal 
distances of any point outside the ellipse is greater than the 
major axis, and the sum of the focal distances of any point 
inside the ellipse is less than the major axis. 

It is easily seen that — j+fj — 1 is positive for any point 

outside the ellipse, and negative for any point inside the 
ellipse. 

Let the co-ordinates of any point Qhe x and y ; then 

Thus JI^ is greater or less than f^fw ) according a& 

Q is outside or inside the ellipse ; therefore the focal distance 
of any point not on the curve bears to the distance of the 
point from the corresponding directrix a ratio which is 
greater or less than e according as the point is outside or 
inside the ellipse. 
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167. The equation y' = -j (a' — sf) may be written 

y^^—^(a'-a){a + x). Hence (see figure to Art. 162) 

PJlf« ^ BC^ 
A'M.MA AC^' 

168. Let a circle be described on the major axis of the el- 
lipse as a diameter ; its equation referred to the centre as origin 
will be ^ = a* — x\ Hence if any ordinate MP of the ellipse 

be produced to meet the circle at P' w^ have PJiP = -§ PM^\ 



therefore - 



PM b 



FM a' 




Join P' with C the centre of the ellipse ; let F CM- (f>, 
and let x, y be the co-ordinates of P ; then 

X = OP' cos <^ = a cos <^, y = - P'M=-a sin ^ = 6 sin ff>. 

These values of x and y are sometimes useful in the solu- 
tion of problems. 

The angle P' CM is called the excentric angle of the point P. 
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The circle described on the major axis of an ellipse as 
diameter is sometimes called the duadliary circle. 

► • 

169. From Art. 160 we see that the equation to the 
ellipse when the vertex is the origin is y^ = tpex — (1 — e*) a?'. 

If we suppose e = li this becomes 2/*=2pa?, which is the 
equation to a parabola whose latus rectum is 2p. 

Also in the ellipse ct = y-^f^ > i = a V(l — e*) = . .. ^ ^ , 

If we now make e = l, we have a and h infinite, and 

a (1 — e) ='^. Thus if we suppose the distance between the 

vertex and nearer focus of an ellipse to remain ' constant 
while the excentricity approaches continually nearer to unity, 
the major and minor axes of the ellipse increase indefinitely 
And the ellipse about the vertex approximates to the form of 
a parabola. 

Thus if any property is established for an ellipse we may 
seek for a corresponding property in the parabola by referring 
the ellipse to the vertex as origin and examining what the 
result becomes when e is made to approach continually to 
unity, while the distance between the vertex and the nearer 
focus remains constant. 

Tangent and Normal to an Ellipse^ 

170. To find the equation to the tangent at any point of 
an ellipse, (See Def. Art. 90.) 

Let X, y' be the corordinates of the point, x\ y" the co- 
ordinates of an adjacent point on the curve. 

The equation to the secant through these points is 

y-y=^^'(^-a'')-., (1); 

since {x', y") and («", y") are points on the ellipse, 
therefore a' Q/'" - y") +1' (x" - x") = ; 
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tt 



therefore ^, — ,= — j. „ . , 

aj'-a?' or y +y 

Hence (1) may be written 

Now in the limit x" = x, and y'' = y' ; hence the equation 
to the tangent at the point [x\ y) is 

Vx 

This eqiiation may be simplified ; multiply by d'y', thus 
dyxf + Vxsd « ay " + J V* = a%\ 

171. The equation to the tangent can be conveniently 
expressed in terms of the tangent of the angle which the 
straight line makes with the major axis of the ellipse. For 
the equation to the tangent at (a?', y) is 

s ' . T« f sza OX, , ^ 

ayy +OXX =^ao, or y = — s-t^ + t- 
•'•^ •^ ay y 

Let — ^,srm; thus the equation becomes y = mar+ ~, ; 
*• y y 

we have then to express — in terms of m. 

Now 6V = - ay w, and a^ + 6V* = a^V ; 
therefore ay* H rj^ = a'6* ; 

therefore y'* (aW + 6') = 6*, 

6* 
therefore —, = ^J{a^rn? 4- V). 

%/ 
Hence the equation to the tangent may be written 

y = mx + is/{a?7n? + V). 

Conversely every straight lioe whose equation is of this 
form is a tangent to the ellipse. 

It may be shewn as in Arts. 93» 94, that the tangent at 
any point of an ellipse meets it at only one point, abid that 
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a straight line which' meets an ellipse at only one point is 
the tangent at that point. 

172. The tangents at the extremities of either axis are 
parallel to the other axis. 

For the co-ordinates of A are a, 0. (See Fig, to Art. 162.) 
Hence, putting a?' = a, y = 0, the equation a*yy' + Vxx = cfV 
becomes x ^ a, which is the equation to a straight line 
throtrgh A parallel to CY. Similarly the tangent at A' is 
parallel to UY, and the tangents at B and B! are parallel 
to ex. 

173. To find ike equation to ike normal at any point of 
an ellipse. (See Def. Art. 97.) 

Liet x\ y' be the co-ordinates of the point ; the equation 
to the tangent at that point is 

y=-^-, aj+— (1). 

The equation to the straight line through {x, y) at right 
angles to (1) is 

y-/=^(«-«') (2). 

This is the equation to the normal at {x\ y'). 

174. The equation to the normal may also be expressed 
in terms of the tangent of the angle which the straight line 
makes with the major axis of the ellipse. The equation 

to the normal at {x, y) is y = ^^a?— f rj — IJy'. Let 



.««/ 



jr-i = w ; thus the equation becomes 

y^mx yr-y • W; 



Now, Vx = ^' , and aV " + J V» = a'V ; 

therefore aV^ + 7r^*=a"i*: 
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therefore y'« (5W + a») = Vm\ 

Hence (1) becomes y^mx — 7715— 2-7— sr* 

175. We ^hall now deduce some properties of the ellipse 
from the preceding Articles. 

Let Xy y be the co-ordinates of P; let P The the tangent 
at P, and rQ the normal at P; PJf, PN perpendiculars on 
the axes. 

The equation to the tangent at P is a*yy' + Vxx* = a'J* 

a' CA^ 

Let y = 0, then a? = — , hence OT = -f^jj ; therefore ^ 




Similarly, if the tangent at Pmeet Gl^ B,t T\ 

ON. OT ^ CR. 

176. The equation to the normal at P is 

At the point G where the normal cuts the major axis, 
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or 



y = O, hence from the above equation aj — a? = — -^ ; there- 
fore a? = a?' (l - ^!) =» eV. Tims CO^e'CM. 

At the point & where the normal cuts the minor axis^ 



a: = 0, hence from the above equation y — y' — ^ = — -rr y* 

"Thus C&^''^-PM. 

Suppose the focal distance PJ3[ produced to meet the 
ellipse again at p. Let Q denote the middle point of i^, 
and through Q draw a straight line parallel to the major axis 
meeting the normal PQ at K. Then, by similar triangles, 

QKHG ae-e^x ^ 
QP" BP" a-ex "^'^ 

thus QK^e.QP=^,Pp. 

If K'had denoted the point of intersection of the straight 
line through Q and the normal at^, we should have obtained 
the same value of QK; hence we have the following result : 
the straight line parallel to the major own* whi<^ passes 
through the intersection of normals at the ends of a focal 
chord bisects that chord. 

177. The lengths of PG and PO* may be conveniently 
expressed in terms of the focal distances of P. 

PO'^PM' + GM' = y' + {x - eV)« 



Let SP=r, HP^r; then r^a + ex\ r = a — eo:'; 

6V 



thus PG-= , • 

a 



arr 



Similarly, it may be shewn that PG'*=^ ~T«~* 
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178. The normal at any point bisects the angle between 
the focal distances of that point. 

Let X, y be the co-ordinates of P; the co-ordinates of S 
are — a«, ; hence the equation to 8P is (Art. 35) 

The equation to the normal at Pis y — y = v^ (oj— a:'). 

iC 

Hence the tangent of the angle OPS 

Vx X +ae (g* — 6*) a? y* -f a^ey 
a^y^^'^ '^aY-^b'x'-^b'xae 

_ aVa:' v' + a^ey _ eay^ 
dV + b'x'ae 6^' 

The equation to HP is y = -7^; — {x — c^); hence it may 

be shewn that the tangent of the angle GPH also = -r^ ; 

therefore the angle SPG » the angle HPO. 

Hence the angle fiPT' = the angle HPT\ that is, the 
tangent at any point is equally inclined to the focal distances 
of that point. 

179. The preceding proposition may also be established 
thus: 

CG=^^x\ (Art. 176); 

therefore 8G^ae-\-^x\ and HG^ae — ^oi. 

Also SP—a-^-ex^ HP=^a-^ex\ hence 

SG _8P 
EG" HP' 

therefore by Euclid, VI. 3, PG bisects the angle 8PH. 

180. To fifnd the locus of the intersection of the tangent at 
any point with the perpendicular on it from the focus. 
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Let y = ma? -I- 5/{6* + m'a*) ,... (1) 

"be the equation to a tangent to the ellipse (Art. 171); then 
the equation to the perpendicular on it from the focus JS'is 
(see figure to Art. 175) 

y==--(^-««) (2). 

If we suppose x and y to have respectively the same 
values in (1) and (2)« and eliminate m between the two equa- 
tions, we shall obtain the required locus. 

Prom (1) y-'mx^tj(f?'{-ni?a*)\ from (2) wiy + a? = a^; 
jsquare and addf, then 

(y* + ^(l+tn«)«y + mV+aV«a»(l-f-wi*); 

thus 3/* + a^ == a* is the equation to the required locus, which 
is therefore a circle described on the major axis of the ellipse 
as diameter. 

We have supposed the perpendicular drawn from H\ we 
shall arrive at the same result if it be drawn from 8\ hence 
if HZ, SZ be these perpendiculars, (7^ and GZ* each &= a. 

181. To find the length of the perpemdicfular from the 
foQue •ott the tcungent at any point. 

The equation to the tangent at the point {x'j y) is 

The co-ordinates of the focus H are ae, 0. But if ^ de- 
note the length of the perpendicular from a point (^^ yj on 
the straight line y = mx + c, by Art. 47 

. _ (y, -mx^- cY 

-P l+m- • 

, , Vaf V 

In the present case ^j = oe, y^^O, m= — -5-7, c = — ; 

, UV y) a%"(a-e^r _ cFlf{a-exJ 

1 T 4~~*k 

«y 
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a (a ^ex ) a + ex r 

Vr 

Since r =2a— r we have ©' = 7^ . 

'^ 2a — r 

Similarly if »' be the perpendicular from 8 on the tan- 
gent at {x\ y) we shall find ^'* = — • Therefore ^' = 6*. 

From the point G in the figure of Art. 175 suppose a 
perpendicular drawn on PR meeting it at R ; then by similax 

triangles -pTi^-jfpy therefore PB=PGxjfrp, Substitute 

the value of HZ just obtained, and the value of PG from 

Art. 177, and we have PR — -. Thus the length PR is 

constant and equal to half the latus rectum. 

182. From any external point two tangents can he drawn 
to an ellipse. 

Let the equation to the ellipse be a^i/^ •{•Va?=^a*b*, and 
let h, k be the co-ordinates of an external point. Suppose 
^ x'y y' the co-ordinates of a point on the ellipse, such that the 
tangent at this point passes through (A, k). The equation to 
the tangent at {x\ y) is a^yy* + Vxx == a*6'. Since this tan- 
gent passes through Qi, h) 

q^ky'+Vhx'^a^V (1). 

Also since (a?', y*) is on the ellipse 

aY+b"^"^<^'b' ...(2). 

Equations (1) and (2) determine the values of a;' and y. 

Substitute from (1) in (2), thus ^^-*lz|!^y+ JV»=aV, 

or x"" (aV + J'A') - Vft'A^' + a* (6* - k^) = 0. The roots of 
this quadratic will be found to be both possible since (A, k) is 
an external point and therefore a*k^ + 6*A* greater than aV. 

The straight line which passes through the points where 
these tangents meet the ellipse is called the chord of contact 

. 183. Tangents are drawn to an ellipse from a given ex* 
temal point; to find the equation to the chord of cmtact 
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Tjeth, h be the co-ordinates of the external point; x[y y^ 
tlie co-ordinates of the point where one of the tangents from 
(A, 1c) meets the ellipse ; rr,, y, the co-ordinates of the point 
where the other tangent from (A, H) meets the ellipse. The 
equation to the tangent At (a?,, y,) is a'yy^ + Vx^^ = a*6*; since 
this tangent passes through (A, A;) we have 

a^ky^ + Vhx^^a^b^ (1). 

Similarly, since the tangent at (a?,, y^ passes through (A, k) 

a^ky^'{-Vhx^=^a^V (2). 

Hence it follows that the equation to the chord of contact is 

a'ky + Vhx^aV (3). 

For (3) is obviously the equation to some straight line; 
also this straight line passes through (aj^, y,) for (3) is satisfied 
by the values a? =a;,, y =y^ as we see from (1) ; similarly from 
(2) we conclude that this straight line passes through (aj^, y^). 

Hence (3) is the required equation. 

• « 

Thus we may proceed as follows in order to draw tangents 
to an ellipse from a given external point : draw the straight 
line which is represented by (3) ; join the points where it 
meets the ellipse with the given external point, and the 
straight lines thus obtained are the required tangents. 

184 Through any fixed point chords are drawn to am, 
ellipse, and tangents to the ellipse are drawn at the extremities 
of each chord; the locus of the intersection of the tangents is a 
straight line. 

Let A, k be the co-ordinates of the point through which 
the chords are drawn ; let tangents to the ellipse be drawn at 
the extremities of one of these chords, and let (a?^, yj be the 
point at which they meet. The equation to the corresponding 
chord of contact is, a^yy^ + b^xx^ == a*5*, by Art. 183. But this 
chord passes through (A, k) ; therefore a^ky. + b^hx^^a^b*. 
Hence the point (a?^, y^ lies on the straight line a^ky + Vhx = a* J'; 
that is, the locus of the intersection of the tangents is a 
straight line. 

We will now prove the converse of this proposition. 
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185, If from, any point in a straight line a pair of tan^ 
gents he drawn to an ellipse the chords of contaxst wiU aU pass 
through afisoed point. 

Let Ax^By^€=^0 (1) 

be the equaticm to tlie straight line ; let {x\ y) be a poiat in 
this straight line from which tangents are drawn to the ellipse; 
then the equation to the corresponding chord of contact is 

a^yy'-\'Vxx^a^V' , (2). 

Since {x\ y*) is on (1), we have Ax' + By +(7=0; 

Ax + G 
therefore (2) may be written Vxx ; = — cfy = a*i'. 



or, 



(6.^^^)a.'-^-aV = a 



Now, whatever be the value of x, this straight line passes 

through the point whose co-ordinates are fovuad by the simul- 

' ,« Ad^y r. Ca^y •*« /v xi . . 
taneous equations Irx ^ = 0, — ^ + a^b = 0, that is, 

the point for which y = p-, aj = — -^. 

The student should observe the dififei-ent interpretations 
that can be assigned to the equation a^ky + b^hx = a*ff. 

The statements in Art. 103 with respect to the circle may 
all be applied to the ellipse. 

186. Some interesting geometrical investigations relat- 
ing to tangents to an ellipse from an external point may be 
noticed. 

To draw the two tangents to a/n ellipse from any external 
point. 

Let denote the external point, and 8 either focus. On 
08 as diameter desOTibe a circle and let it cut the circle 
described on the major axis as diameter at Z and z. Join OZ 
and Oz, Then these stmight lines, produced if necessary, are 
the tangents from by Art. 180 and Euclid, ill. 31. 

Or we may proceed thus. Let denote the external point, 
8 the more remote focus. With S as centre and radius equal 
to the major axis of the ellipse describe a circle. Let J? be 
the other focus. With as centre and radius «qual to OH 
describe another circle cutting the former at Q and ^. Join 
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SQ and 8q cutting the ellipse at Pand p ; then OP and Op 
are the required tangents. For join OS, OHy OP, and OQ. 




Then in the triangles OPQ and OPH we have 0Q= OR hy 
construction, PQ = 2a — 8P= PH, and OP common. There- 
fore the angle OPQ = the angle OPH; and OP is the tan- 
gent at P by Art. 178. 

Similarly Op is the tangent at p. 

The two tangents to an ellipse from an external point su5- 
tend equal angles at eaxih focus. 

Join Hp and Oq. The triangles 08Q and 08q are equal 
in all respects; thus the tangents OP and Op subtend equal 
angles at 8, Also the angle OHP= the angle OQP, and the 
angle OHp = the angle Oqp : thus the tangents OP and Op 
subtend equal angles at H. 

The angle between a tangent and a focal distance of the 
external point is equal to the angle between the other tangent 
and the other focal distance. 

The angle 80Q = the angle 80q ; that is, 

twice the angle 80P+ the angle 80H 

= twice the angle HOp + the angle /SOJ?; 

therefore the angle 80P= the angle fl'Op, and also the angle 
J2'0P= the angle 8 Op. 



T.C.S. 
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The student should notice the extension which is thus 
obtained of the result in Art. 178. At any point of the curve 
the straight line which bisects the angle between the focal 
distances is at Hgkb angles to the tangent ; at any external 
point the straight line which bisects the angle between the 
focal distances bisects the angle between the two tangents. 



EXAMPLES. 

1. Find the excentricity of the ellipse 2a?' + Sy* = c\ 

2. Find the equation to the tangent at the end of the 
latus rectum L. (See figure to Art. 162.) Also find the 
lengths of the intercepts of this tangent on the axes. 

3. Write down the equation to the normal at L. 

4. If the normal at L passes through the extremity of 
the minor axis B', find the excentricity of the ellipse. 

5. Find the equation to A'B and CL. (See figure to 
Art. 162.) Find the excentricity of the ellipse if these 
straight lines are parallel. 

6. Find the equation to 5'-Er,and determine the abscissa 
of the point where this straight line cuts the ellipse again. 

7. Find the equation to AL, and determine the angle 
between this straight line and the tangent at L, 

8. If from the point P whose abscissa is x\ a straight line 
be drawn through H, determine the abscissa of the point where 
it meets the ellipse again. 

9. Find a point in the ellipse such that the tangent there 
is equally inclined to the axes. 

10. Find a point in the ellipse such that the intercepts 
made by the tangent on the co-ordinate axes are proportional 
to the corresponding axes of the ellipse. 

11. jP is a point on an ellipse, y its ordinate ; shew that 

' tan^P^'=:-^, 

aey 



1 
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12. P is a point on an ellipse, y its ordinate ; shew that 
tlie tangent of the angle between the focal distance and the 

tangent at P is — . 

13. If <^ denote the angle mentioned in the preceding 
Example, PC = V(a' - V cot* <^). 

14. From P a point^^an ellipse straight lines are drawn 
to Ay A\ the extremities of the major axis, and from A, A' 
straight lines are drawn at right angles to AP, A'P\ shew 
that the locus of their intersection will be another ellipse, 
and find its axes. 

15. If any ordinate MP be produced to meet the tangent 
at L at Q, proye that Qilf = PH. (See figure to Art. 162.) 

16. If a series of ellipses be described having tlie same 
major axes the tangents at the ends of their latera recta will 
pass through one or other of two fixed points. 

17. If the focus of an ellipse be the common focus of two 
parabolas whose vertices are at the ends of the axis major, 
these parabolas will intersect at right angles, at points whose 
distance from each other is equal to twice the minor axis. 

18. Shew that the length of the longer normal drawn 
from a point in the minor axis of an ellipse at a distance c 
from the centre and intercepted between that point and the 

curve IS ( a'+ -5 . 

19. If any parallel straight lines be drawn from the focus 
H and the extremity A of the axis major of an ellipse, and 
if M and N be the points where they meet the axis minor, or 
the axis minor produced, then the circle whose centre is M 
and radius NA will either touch the ellipse, or fall entirely 
otUside of it 

20. A and A' are the extremities of the major axis of an 
ellipse, T is the point where the tangent at the point Pof 
the curve meets A A' produced ; through T a straight line is 
drawn at right angles to A A' and meeting AP and AP' pro- 
duced at Q and B respectively; shew that Qr= BT. 

11—2 
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21. li^fif/ be the excentric angles of two points, the 
equation to the chord joining the points is 

X A + i V . d) "h (b d> — d> 

- cos c% -^ r sm ^ = cos ^ ^^ , 
a 2 6 2 2 

22. Express the equation to the tangent at any point in 
terms of the excentric angle of that point. 

23. Shew that the equation to the normal at the point 
whose excentric angle is <f> is ax sec <f>-by cosec ^ = a^ — b\ 

24. The locus of the middle point of PO (see Art. 176) is 
an ellipse of which the excentricity e is connected with that 
of the given ellipse by the equation 1 — 6* = (1 + e*y (1 — e'*). 

25. Determine the point of intersection of the tangent at 
L with the straight line JSB ; find the value of the excentri- 
city of the ellipse when these straight lines are parallel. 

26. A tangent at any point P of an ellipse meets the 
directrix EK at T and E'K' at T : shew that TJE varies as 
the cotangent of FBS, and T'U' varies as the cotangent of 
F8H. (See figure to Art. 162.) 

27. If the straight line y = mx + c intersect the ellipse 
a'y* + 6V = a*6', shew that the length of the chord will be 

2ab ^/{{l + m') (mV + ^ - Q} 

Hence find the relation between the constants that this 
straight line may be a tangent to the ellipse. 

28. Find the equation to the circle described on HPsiS 
diameter, supposing x, y' the co-ordinates of P. 

29. Shew that any circle described on HP as diameter, 
touches the circle described on the major axis as diameter. 

30. From a point (A, Je) two tangents are drawn to an 
ellipse : find the sum of the perpendiculars from the foci on 
the chord of contact. 

31. Any ordinate PMoi an ellipse is produced to meet the 
circle on the axis major at Q, and norm3,ls to the ellipse and 
circle at P and Q respectively meet at jB:. find the locus ofR 
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32. Two ellipses have a common centre and their axes 
coincide in direction ; also the sum of the squares of the axes 
is the same in the two ellipses: find the equation to a common 
tangent. 

33. If Of ff be the inclinations to the major axis of the 
ellipse of the two tangents that can be drawn from the point 
(Ji, Jc), shew that 

tan 6 + tan ff ^ — . — tt , tan 6 tan ff = -r— -ri • 

S4. Find the locus of a point such that the two tangents 
from it to an ellipse are at right angles. 

35. Shew that the two tangents which can be drawn to 
an ellipse through the point {h, k) are represented by 

(a"-A^(y-A;)' + 2(y-^)(a;-A)AA^.(6»-^^)(a:-A)' = 0, 

or by 

{a^h? + JT - a^V) (ay + 6V - a'b^ = (a% + b'hx - a'by. 

36. Tangents are drawn to an ellipse from the point (h, k) ; 
shew that the straight lines drawn from the origin to the points 

of contact are represented by — 2 + fa = ( - a + -if ) • 

37. Pairs of radii vectores are drawn at right angles to 
each other from the centre of an ellipse ; shew that the tan- 
gents at their extremities intersect on the ellipse 

^ y_l 1 

38. From an external point T whose co-ordinates are h 
and k a straight line is drawn to the centre G meeting the 
ellipse at R : shew that 

Cr_ a'k' + b%' 

39. From an external point (A, k) tangents are drawn ; if 
a?j, a?2 be the abscissae of the points of contact, shew that 

2Aa'y __a*J6^-^) 

40. From an external point (A, k) tangents are drawn 
meeting the ellipse at F and Q : find the value of flP. HQ^ 
H being a focus. 
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41. From an external point Tthe straight lines TP, TQ 
are drawn to touch the ellipse at Pand Q. CjTcuts the ellipse 
at R, and RN is drawn parallel to HT to meet the axis major 
at N: shew that HP.HQ=^ RN\ 

42. Two ellipses of equal excentricity and whose major 
axes are parallel can only have two points in common : prove 
this, and shew that if three such ellipses intersect, two and 
two at the points P and F, Q and Q\ jS and E, respectively, 
the straight lines PP, QQ\ RE, meet at a point. 

43. Two concentric ellipses which have their axes in the 
same direction intersect, and four common tangents are drawn 
so as to form a rhombus, and the points of intersection of the 
ellipses are joined so as to form a rectangle : prove that the 
product of the areas of the rhombus and rectangle is equal to 
half the continued product of the four axes. 

44. The ordinate at any point P of an ellipse is produced 
to meet the circle described on the major axis as diameter at 
Q : prove that the perpendicular from the focus S on the tan- 
gent at Q is equal to SP. 

45. Find the equation to the ellipse referred to axes 
passing through the extremities of the minor axis, and meet- 
ing at one extremity of the major axis. 

46. If from points of the curve -^ + -, = (a*— 6*)*, tangents 

ar y 

be drawn to the ellipse — ^ + ^ = 1^ the chords of contact will 
be normal to the ellipse. 

47. Prove the proposition in Art. 180 in a manner similar 
to that used in Art. 138. Also prove the proposition in 
Art. 138 in a manner similar to that used in Art. 180. 

48. Find the equation to the ellipse the origin being the 
point (A, h) on the ellipse and the axes parallel to the axes of 
the ellipse. 

49. From a point P on an ellipse two chords PQ, PQ' are 
drawn meeting the ellipse at Q, Q ; if A, A; be the coordi- 
nates of P referred to the centre, and mx-Vny=^\ the equation 
to qq referred to P as origin, shew that with P as origin 
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"tlie straight lines PQ, PQ are represented by 









60. Let P be any point on an ellipse ; draw PP parallel 
"to the major axis and cutting the curve at P ; through P draw 
two chords PQ, PQ\ making equal angles with the major 
axis ; join QQ': QQ' shall be parallel to the tangent at P. 

51. From the equation y = mx + \/{ni^a^ + V) deduce the 
equation to the tangent to the parabola. 

52. In the figure of Art. 175 suppose GP produced to a 
point Q such that GQ = n. OP, and find the locus of Q. 

53. If P^Tbe any ordinate of a circle, and from the ex- 
tremity A of the corresponding diameter AB, AQhe drawn, 
meeting PN at Q, so that AQ= PN, find the locus of Q and 
the position of its focus. 

54. Express the tangent of the angle between CP and 
the normal at P in terms of the co-ordinates of P. 

55. Find the greatest value of the tangent of the angle 
between CP and the normal at P. 

56. The major axis of an ellipse is equal to twice the 
minor axis ; a straight line of length equal to half the major 
axis is placed with one end on the curve and the other on the' 
minor axis; shew that the middle point of the straight line is 
on the major axis. 

57. A circle is inscribed in the triangle formed by two 
focal distances and the major axis of an ellipse: find the locus 
of the centre. 

58. If SZ", HZ he perpendiculars on the tangent at the^ 
point P of an ellipse, SZ and HZ will intersect on the normal 
at P. 

59. Shew that the equation to the two straight lines 
which join the point {h, h) with a focus of the ellipse is 

(Ay-Z:^)»-aV(y-A)* = 0. 

60. Shew that the straight lines in Examples 35 and 59 * 
have the same bisectors of their ai;igles. 



( 168 ) 



CHAPTER X, 

THE ELLIPSE CONTINUEB. 

Diameters. 

187- To find the length of a straight line drawn from 
any paint in a given direction to meet an ellipse. 

Let ccy y be the co-ordinates of the point from which the 
straight line is drawn ; x, y the co-ordinates of the point to 
which the straight line is drawn ; d the inclination of the 
straight line to the axis of a; ; r the length of the straight line ; 
then (Art, 27) 

a? = a?' + r cos ^, y = ^' + r sin 0. 

If {x, y) be on the ellipse these values may be substituted 
in the equation ay + 6*a?* = a*6* ; thus 

a»(y' + rsin^* + i"(aj' + rcos^)* = aW; 
therefore r* (a' sin* O+V cos'd) + 2r (ay sin + 6V cos 0) 

* +ay»+6'a?'"-aV=a 

From this quadratic two values of r can be found which are 
the lengths of the two straight lines that can be drawn from 
(a?', y) in the given direction to the ellipse. 

188. To find the diarneter of a given system of parallel 
chords in an ellipse. (See definition in Art. 148.) 

Let be the inclination of the chords to the major axis of 
the ellipse; let x\ y' be the co-ordinates of the middle point 
of any one of the chords; the equation which determines the 
lengths of the straight lines drawn from (x', y') to the curve is 
(Art. 187) 

r« (a^sin" e + 6'cos'^ +2r (ay sin^ + 6V cos 0) 

+ ay'+6V«^a«6» = (1). 
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Since {x\j/) is the middle point of the chord, the values of r 
furnished by this quadratic must be equal in magnitvde and 
opposite in sign; hence the coefficient of r must vanish ; thus 

ay siii^ + JVco8^ = 0, or y' = -^cotO.x' (2), 

Considering w and y' as variable, this is the equation to a 
straight line passing through the origin, that is, through the 
centre of the ellipse. 

Hence every diameter passes through the centre. 

Also every straight line passing through the centre is a 
diameter, that is, bisects some system of parallel chords ; for 
by giving to ^ a suitable value the equation (2) may be made 
to represent any straight line passing through the centre. 

If ff be the inclination to the axis of x of the diameter 
which bisects all the chords inclined at an angle we have 

from (2) tan ^ = ^ cot ^; therefore 

tan tan ^ = s . 

a 

189. If one diameter bisect all chords parallel to a second 
diameter, the second diameter mil bisect all chords parallel to 
the first 

Let ^j and 0^ be the respective inclinatious of the two 
diameters to the major axis of the ellipse. Since the first 
bisects all the chords parallel to the second, we have 

tan 0^ tan ^, == =• • 

* * a 

And this is also the only condition that must hold in order 
that the second may bisect the chords parallel to the first. 

190. The tangent at either extremity of any diameter is 
parallel to the chords which that diameter bisects. 

Let h, k be the co-ordinates of cither extremity of a 
diameter ; the inclination to the major axis of the ellipse 
of the chords which the diameter bisects. Then the values 
x^h, y = k must satisfy the equation a^y sin ^+ 6'a? cos ^ = ; 

therefore tan ^ = n: • But, by Art; 170, the equation to the 

a tC 
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tangent at (A, i) is y — A: = jr {x — h). Hence the tangent 

is parallel to the bisected chords. 

. 191. Definition. Two diameters are called conjugate 
when each bisects the chords parallel to the other. 

From Art. 190 it follows that each of the conjugate dia- 
meters is parallel to the tangent at either extremity of the 
other. 

192. Given the co-ordinates of one extremity of a diameter 
to find those of either extremity of the conjugate diameter. 

Let A GA\ BOB be the axes of an ellipse ; FQF, BCD' 
a pail* of conjugate diameters. 
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Let X, y be the given co-ordinates of P; then the equa- 
tion to GP is 



V 
y^'-,x 

^ X 



(1). 



Since the conjugate diameter DIX is parallel to the tangent at 
P, the equation to DU is 

6V 



^ ay 



(2). 
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We must combine (2) with the equation to the ellipse 
to find the co-ordinates of D and D'. Substitute the value of 

y from (2) in ay + 6V = a'J'; then a'' ^^]a^ + JV=a»6V; 
therefore (6V' + ay»)a? = ay^ therefore ^ = ^=y ; 

therefore a?= ±-t^ ; therefore from (2) y = + — . 

In the figure the abscissa of D is negative and that of U 
positive ; hence the upper sign applies to D' and the lower 
to D. 

The properties of the ellipse connected with conjugate 
diameters are numerous and important ; we shall now give 
a few of them. 

193. The sum of the squares of two conjugate semirdia- 
meters is constant. 

Let Xy y be the co-ordinates of P; then by the preceding 
Article 

^ b^ a* 

_ ay + &V» aY + y^^ 
"" 6* "^ «=* 

Thus the sum of the squares of two conjugate semi-diame- 
ters is equal to the sum of the squares of the semi-axes. 

Moreover 

= a«-(l-^a:'' = a*-eV» = fifP.fiPby Art. 166. 

194. The area of the parallelogram which touches the 
eUipse at the ends of conjugate diameters is constant 

Let PCP\ DCD' be the conjugate diameters (see figure to 
Art. 192). The area of the parallelogram described so as to 
touch the ellipse at P, D, P\ B\ is 4(7P» GD%mPGD, or 
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4ip.CD, where p denotes the perpendicular from C on the 
tangent at P, Let x, y be the co-ordinates of P\ then the 

equation to the tangent at P is y = — j-7 a? + — . 

it if 

Hence (Art. 47) p^ /J h'J'\ = ^{aY+b^xT 

therefore 4p . CD = 4aJ. 

Thus the area of any parallelogram which touches the 
ellipse at the ends of conjugate diameters is equal to the area 
of the rectangle which touches the ellipse at the ends of the 
axes. 

195. Let a\ V denote the lengths of two conjugate semi- 
diameters; a the angle between them; by the preceding 
Article aV sin a = ai ; therefore 

sin a = ~ 



d'b'^ [q!^ + hy - (a » - by (a* + bj - (a'^ - by ' 

Hence sin' a has its least value when d = b\ and then 

2ai 
sm a = o . ,g • 
a +6 

196. From Art. 194 we have 

a a*6" a'6' ,. . 

This gives a relation between p the perpendicular from the 
centre on the tangent at any point P and the distance CP of 
that point from the centre. 

In Art. 177 it is shewn that PG' = \ CJJ^. Hence 

p.Pa^b\ Similarly p.P& = a\ 

We may also express p in terms of the angle its direction 
makes with the axis major; for let '^ denote the angle, then 
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the equation to the tangent at {x\ y) is d^yy + Vxx* = a'6', 
and this may also be put in the form (Art. 20) 

X cos "^ + y sin '^ =p. 

Hence --2_^=— _£-_ — _.. 

smy y cosy x 

,, ^ , aJ'sin-Jr , cfbcoB'^ 
therefore ay = ^, Ja: = ^ ; 

and therefore a'6' = —^ (6* sin* -^ + a* cos* '^) ; 

therefore |>' ^ V sin' -^ + a* cos* '^ = a* (1 - e* sin* '^) . 

197. Let j> and ^' be the excentric angles corresponding 
to P and D respectively (Art 168). Then 

a;' = acos^ (1), y =6sin^ (2), 



---^ = acos<^' ••••(3), — = 6sin^' (4). 



a 
From (2) and (3) cos ^' = — sin ^, 

from (1) and (4) sin ^' = cos ^ ; 

TT 



therefore ^' = 5- + ^. 

198. To find the equation to ike ellipse referred to a pair 
of conjugate diameters as a^ces. 

Let (7P, CD be two conjugate semi-diameters (see figure to 
Art. 192), take GP as the new axis of x, CD as that of y ; 
let PGA = a, DCA =13. Let x, y be the co-ordinates of any 
point of the ellipse referred to the original axes ; x', y the 
co-ordinates of the same point referred to the new axes ; then 
(Art. 84) 

x = x cos a + y cos ^, y = a?' sin a + y sin ^. 
Substitute these values in the equation 

a*y* + J*a;* = a*6*; 
then a* {pi sin fi-k-y sin )8)* + J* (a?' cos a + y cos )8)* = a*i*, 
or a?'* (a* sin* a + J* cos* a) ^.y'* (a* sin* /3 + 6* cos* /3) 

+ 2ic'y ' (a* sin a sin ^ + 6* cos a cos ^) = a*6*« 
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But, since GP and CD are conjugate semi-diameters, 

V 
tan a tan fi = — 5 ; hence the coefficient of xy vanishes, and 

or ^ 

the equation becomes 

a;'» (a"sin'a + 5»C08*a) +3/" (a*sin«/3 + J*cos*)3) =a«i*. 
In this equation, suppose a?' = 0, then 

y a'8in'/tf + 6'cos*/3* 

This is the value of (7i)*, which we shall denote hy i"; 
similarly we shall denote CP* by a'*, so that 

a'sm a + 6 cosa 

Hence the equation to the ellipse referred to conjugate 
diameters is 

^ • V 
or, suppressing the accents on the variables, 

h — 



./Jl T^ 7^J ■*> 



— +— =1 



199. A particular case of the preceding is when a'=i'; 
then 

a* sin*/8 + 5* cos*)8 = a* sin' a -f 6' cos* a ; 

therefore a* (sin' /3 — sin* a) = V (cos' a '— cos* /8) 

= J*(sin*)9-.sin*a); 

therefore (a* — 6*) (sin* P — sin* a) = ; 

therefore sin' /8 = sin* a; 

therefore )8 = 7r— a. 

tt' + 6* 
And since a^^lp each of them = — ^ — , (Art. 193). 

Hence from the value of a** in the preceding Article, we 
have 

a* + y ^ a'6* 

2 a'sin'a + 6'cos'a* 
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therefore (a* + V) {(a" - b') sin' a-hV} = 2a»6' ; 
therefore sin* a =7-= — T*r-r* — gor= a. La * 

This shews that the equal conjugate diameters are parallel 
to the straight lines BA and BA\ 

200. The equation to the tangent to the ellipse will he of 
ihe same form whether the axes be rectangular or the oblique 
system formed by a pair of conjugate diameters ; for the in- 
vestigation of Art. 170 will apply without any change to the 
equation a^y^ + b'^a? = a^b"* which represents an ellipse re- 
ferred to such an oblique system. 

201. Tangerds at the extremities of any chord of an ellipse 
me^ on the diameter which bisects that chord. 

Refer the ellipse to the diameter bisecting the chord as the 
axis of Xy and the diameter parallel to the chord as the axis 
of y; let the equation to the ellipse be a'^i/^-^b'*a?=^a*b'\ 
Let x\ y be the co-ordinates of one extremity of the chord ; 
then the equation to the tangent at this point is 

a'Vy' + 6'»aja?' = a'V (1). 

The co-ordinates of the other extremity of the chord are 
a?', — y\ and the equation to the tangent there is 

-a'Vy +i''a^' = a"&" (2). 

The straight lines represented by (1) and (2) meet at the 

a * . 
point for which y = 0, a: = —7 : this proves the proposition. 



Supplemental chords. 

202. Definition. Two straight lines drawn from a 
point of the ellipse to the extremities of any diameter are 
called supplemental chords. They are called principal sup- 
plemental chords if that diameter be the major axis. 

• 

203. jy a chord and diameter of an ellipse are parallel, the 
supplemental chord is parallel to the conjugate diameter. 

Let FF be a diameter of the ellipse ; QP, QF two sup- 
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plemental chords. Let a?', y be the co-ordinates of P, stud 
therefore —a?', — y' the co-ordinates of P'. 




Let the equation to PQ be (Art. 32) 

y-y =m(a?-a?') ...(1), 

and the equation to P'Q 

y+y = m'(aj + i»') (2). 

The co-ordinates of the point Q satisfy (1) and (2) ; if then 
we suppose a?, y to denote those co-ordinates, we have from 
(1) and (2) by multiplication 

y^-^y'^^m'oi (a^^-aj") (3). 

But since (a?, y) and (a;', y) are points on the ellipse 

therefore a' (y* - y") + 6* (^ - »") = ; 

therefore 'j^-^y'^^ — ^{a?~-x*) (4). 

V 

From (3) and (4) we have mtri ^ — j. But we have 

shewn in Art. 188 that if this relation be satisfied, the two 
straight lines represented by y—mx and y^mx are conjugate 
diameters ; this proves the theorem. 
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Polar Equation. 

204«. To find the polar equation to the ellipse, the focus 
being the pole. 

Let 8P = r, A'8P=0, (see figure to Art. 158); then 
SP^ePN, by definition; that is, 8P = e{0S + 8M); 

or r = a (1-e*) + er cos (tt-^), (Art. 161); 

therefore r (1 + e cos ^) = a (1 - e^)^ 



and 



1 + e cos ^ ' 



If we denote the angle A8P by 0, then we have as before 
SP = e{08 + 8M) ; thus r = a (1 -e') +er cos 0, 



and 



a (1-0 
^* = — ^ — 

' 1 — 60080' 



205. We shall make use of the preceding Article in 
finding the polar equation to a chord, from which we shall 
deduce the polar equation to the tangent. 

Let P and P' be two points on the ellipse ; suppose that 
A'SP^a-fi, and A'8F^a + fi, so that P/SP' = 2^ ; 
and let I be the semi-latus rectum of the ellipse, so that 
i = a (1 — e') : it is required to find the polar equation to the 
straight line PP\ 




Assume for the equation (see Art. 29) 

Ar cos + Brsia 0+ C=^0, 



(1). 



T. C. S. 



12 



I 
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Since the straight line passes through P, equation (1) must 
be satisfied by the co-ordinates of P; now A'8P=a—j^, and 

therefore iSP= = -, -p^ ; thus from (1) 

1 + ecos (a — p) ^ ^ 

I {A cos (a- /3) + 5sin (a - ^8)} 

+ (7{l + ecos(a-/3)} = (2). 

Similarly, since the straight line passes through P', 
I [A cos {a+fi) +Psin (a + ^)} 

+ C{l+ecos{a + fi)}=-0 (3). 

From (2) and (3), by subtraction, 

I (A sinasin^ — Pcosasin^) + Cfesina sin)8 = 0; 

therefore i (-4 sina — P cosa) + Ce sin a = (4). 

From (2) and (3), by addition, 

Z (J. cos a cos )8 + P sin a cos /8) + (7(1 +ecosacos/8) = 0; 
therefore Z (-4 cos a + P sin a) + C (sec ^8 + e cos a) = 0. . . (5). 
From (4) and (5) we find 

lA + (7 (sec ^ cos a + e) = 0, 
iP+ (7sec)8sina =0. 

Substitute the values of A and P in (1) and divide by C] 

thus r -{(sec/Scosa + e) cos ^ + sec /8 sin a sin ^j- — Z = 0; 

therefore r = ^- -^ -. ^r . 

e cos u + sec p cos (a — a) 

If SQ bisect the angle P8P\ we have 

PSQ = fi, SindA'SQ^ou 

ft 

Now suppose ^ to diminish indefinitely ; then the chord 
PP^ becomes the tangent at Q, and we obtain its polar equation 
by putting ^ = in the precedihg result ; thus we have 

I 
"" e cos ^ + cos (a — ^) ' 
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The investigations of this Article will apply to the para- 
bola by supposing « s= 1. 

206. The polar equation to the ellipse referred to the 
centre is sometimes useful ; it may be deduced from the 
equation ay+6V=a'i', by putting rcostf, rsin^, for x 
and 2/ respectively; we thus obtain r^(a*sin*d+J'cos'^)=a'6'. 

We add a few miscellaneous propositions on the ellipse. 

207. If tangents be drawn at the extremities of any focal 
chord of an ellipse^ (1) the tangents will intersect on the corre- 
sponding directrix, (2) the straight line drawn from the point 
of intersection of the tangents to ilie focus will he perpendicular 
to the focal chord, 

(1) If two tangents to an ellipse meet at the point Qi, h) 
the equation to the chord of contact is, by Art. 183, 

a^ky + Vhx = a^b\ 

Suppose the chord passes through the focus whose co-ordi- 
nates are a? = — ae, y = ; then — Vhae = a^J', 

therefore A = — ; 

that is, the point of intersection of the tangents is on the 
directrix corresponding to this focus. 

(2) The equation to the straight line through (A, k) and 

K a 

the focus is y == j-— — {x + ae). If A = — , this becomes 

n "1* ae e 

rce f \ tea f K 

and the straight line is therefore perpendicular to the focal 
chord of which the equation is 

Vhx V 

y — a^k ■*"&• 

208. If through any point within or without an ellipse, two 
straight lines he drawn parallel to two given straight lines to 
meet the curve, the rectangles of the segments will he to one an- 
other in an invariable ratio. - ^ 

12—2 
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Let {x, y) be the given point and suppose a and y8 respec- 
tively the inclinations of the given straight lines to the major 
axis of the ellipse. By Art. 187 if a straight line be drawn 
from {x, y') to meet the curve and be inclined at an angle a to 
the major axis, the lengths of its segments are given by the 
equation 

r* (a* sin'a + 6' cos' a) + 2r (a'y' sin a + 6V cosa) 

therefore the rectangle of the segments = g*^. ^ — —73 — 5—. 

^ a sm a + o cos a 

Similarly the rectangle of the segments of the straight line 

2 'S ■ L2 'S 21.* 

drawn from (a?, y ) at an angle ^^ = ^sr^j^^^TjIy^^^ . 

TT XV X- r^u * 1 a"sin'y8+J'cos'/8 , 
Hence the ratio of the rectangles = ^ . 2 .12 — ^5 and 

this ratio is constant whatever a?' and y may be. 




Let be the point through which the straight lines Oi^p* 
OQq, are drawn inclined to the major axis of the ellipse at 
angles a, /9, respectively ; then 

OP.Oy ^ o'sin')8 + yco s*/3 
OQ.Oq a' sin" a + 6' cos* a* 
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Draw the semi-diameters GD, CE, parallel to i^, Qq, 
respectively, then by Art. 206, 

Ojy q* 8in*y3 + ycos*/3 
CE* of am* a + b* cos* a' 

', . OP. Op CD' 

Let TM, TN be tangents parallel to Pp, Qq, respectively ; 
then if coincides with T, the rectangle OP . Op becomes 
TJtP and the rectangle OQ . Oq becomes TIP; therefore 

nP_G^ , TM CD 

. TN^ " GE' ' ^° TN" CE' 

The preceding investigations are very important : we will 
point out some inferences which may be drawn from them. 

Suppose that an ellipse and a circle intersect at four points : 
denote these points by P, p, Q, q. Then we have seen that 

OP.O p^GD' 
OQ.Oq'^CE'' 

But since the four points are on the circle we have 
OP.Op^OQ.Oqhy Euclid, III. 35 and 36, Cor. Therefore 
CD' = CE\ And since CD and CE are equal they make 
equal angles with the major axis of the ellipse. Thus if an 
ellipse and a circle intersect at four points the common chords 
make equal angles with the major axis of the ellipse. 

Suppose that Q and q coincide so that OQq becomes a 
common tangent to the ellipse and circle ; thus we obtain the 
following result : if an ellipse and a circle have a common 
tangent and a common chords the tangent and the chord make 
equal angles with the major axis of the ellipse. 

We may conceive that the three points P, Qy and q move 
up to coincidence. The circle in this case is called the circle 
of curvature of the ellipse at the point of coincidence. We do 
not discuss the properties of the circle of curvature in the 
present work; but we may remark that we have obtained the 
following result : the tangent at any point of an ellipse and the 
chord drawn from the point to the other intersection of the 
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ellipse and the circle of curvature at the point make equal 
angles with the major axis of the ellipse. 

Similar remarks may be made in conne^don with Art. 157. 

EXAMPLES. 

1. CPand CB are conjugate semi-diameters; given the 
co-ordinates of P {x, y'), find the equation to PJD. 

2. If straight lines drawn through any point of an ellipse 
to the extremities of any diameter meet the conjugate CD at 
the points M, JV, prove that CM. CN= CD\ 

3. CP, CD are two conjugate semi-diameters ; GP', Clf 
are two other conjugate diameters : shew that the area of the 
triangle PGP is equal to the area of the triangle DGU, 

4. Normals at P and D, the extremities of semi-conjugate 
diameters, meet at K: find the equation to KG, and shew that 
KG is perpendicular to PD. 

5. In an ellipse the rectangle contained by the perpen- 
dicular from the centre upon the tangent, and the part of the 
correTsponding normal intercepted between the axes, is equal 
to the difference of the squares of the semi-axes, 

6. Shew that the locus of the intersection of the perpen- 
dicular from the centre on a tangent to the ellipse is the curve 
which has for its equation r'ssa'cos^^+ft'sin*^, the centre 
being the origin. 

7. From A the vertex of an ellipse draw a straight line 
ARQ to Q the middle point of HP meeting 8P at U: shew 
that the locus of R is an ellipse, and also the locus of Q. 

8. Find the polar equation to the ellipse, the vertex being 
the origin and the major axis the initial line. 

9. If any chord A Q meet the minor axis produced at 5, 
and GP be a semi-diameter parallel to AQ, then 

AQ.AR^2GP'. 

10. A circle is described upon AA' the major axis of an 
ellipse as diameter ; P is any point in the circle ; -4P, A'P 
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are joined cutting the ellipse at points Q and Qf respectively: 
shevsr that 

AQ^A'Qf^ V • 

- 11. If circles be described on two semi-conjugate diame- 
ters of an ellipse as diameters, the locus of their intersection 
is the curve defined by the equation 2 {a? 4-^)^ = aV + jy. 

12. CP, CD are conjugate semi-diameters; CQ is per- 
pendicular to PD : find the locus of Q, 

« 

1 3. Find the points where the ellipse a (1 — e*) =r +re cos 
cuts the straight line a (1 — e") = r sin & + r (1 + e) cos 0. 

14. Write down the polar equations to the four tangents 
at the ends of the latera recta ; also the equations to the tan- 
gents at the ends of the minor axis : the focus being the pole. 

15. Determine the locus of the intersection of tangents 
drawn at two points P, Q, which are taken so that the sum 
of the angles A8P^ A8Q, is constant. 

16. If P8p be a focal chord of an ellipse, and along the 
straight line 8P there be set off 8Q a mean proportional be- 
tween 8P and 8p, the locus of Q will be an ellipse having 
the same excentricity as the original ellipse. 

17. Two ellipses have a common focus and their major 
axes are equ9.1 in length and situated in the same straight 
line; find the polar co-ordinates of the points of inter- 
section. 

18. From an external point two tangents are drawn to 
an ellipse ; find between what limits the ratio of the length 
of one tangent to the length of the other lies. 

19. TP, TQ are two tangents to an ellipse, and GP, CQy 
are the radii from the centre respectively parallel to these 
tangents, prove that P'Q' is parallel to PQ. 

20. From a point whose co-ordinates are A, A? a straight 
line is drawn meeting the ellipse at P and p ; and CD is the 
parallel semi-conjugate diameter: shew that 

OP.Op ^h\ie , 
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21. When tlie angle between the radius vector from the 
foiyas and the tangent is least, the radius vector = a. 

22. When the angle between the radius vector from the 

— 9^7 • 

23. PjT, 'pt are tangents at the extremities of any diameter 
Tp of an ellipse ; any other diameter meets FT at T, and its 
conjugate meets ptsit; also any tangent meets PjT at T' and 
pt at t' : shew that PT i PT :: pf : pt. 

24. From the ends P, D, of conjugate diameters in an 
ellipse, draw straight lines parallel to any tangent line ; and 
from the centre C draw any straight line cutting these straight 
lines and the tangent at points p, d, t, respectively : then will 

Cp'+CcP^Cf. 

25. If tangents be drawn from different points of an ellipse 
of lengths equal to n times the semi-conjugate diameter at 
each point, then the locus of their extremities will be a con- 
centric ellipse with semi-axes equal to 

a V(w' + 1) and b »J{n^ + 1). 

26. Apply th^ equation to the tangent in Art. 171 to find 
the locus of the intersection of tangents at the extremities of 
conjugate diameters. 

27. If from a point {x, j/) of an ellipse a chord be drawn 
parallel to a fixed straight line, shew that the length of this 

chord varies as . - , where d> is the inclination of 

cos 9 ^ 

the tangent at (a?', y") to the axis, and a the inclination of the 

fixed straight line to the axis. 

28. If through any point P of an ellipse two chords Pft 
PRy be drawn parallel to two fixed straight lines and making 
angles a and )8 respectively with the tangent at P, shew that 
the ratio PQ cosec a : PR cosec^ is constant 

29. A parabola is touched at the extremities of the latus 
rectum by an ellipse of given magnitude : find the latus rectum 
of the parabola. 
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SO. The perpendicular from the centre on a straight line 
joining the ends of perpendicular diameters of an ellipse is of 
constant length. 

31 • Chords are drawn through the end of an axis of an 
ellipse : find the locus of their middle points. 

32. Chords of an ellipse are drawn through any fixed 
point : find the locus of their middle points. 

33. ^ Two focal chords are drawn in an ellipse at right 
angles to each other : find their position when the rectangle 
contained by therii has respectively its greatest and least 
value. 

34. In an ellipse if PP" and ^^ be focal chords at right 
angles to each other 

1^^ _ l_e» 



' "^ .<J/1 .en' A/r** 



8P.SF ' ISQ.SQ' AC' ^ BC 

36. PSpf QSq, are focal chords ; suppose T the point 
where the straight lines PQ, pq meet : shew that TSis equally 
inclined to the focal chords, and that T is on the directrix 
corresponding to 8. 

36. If r, be the polar co-ordinates of a point P, shew 

that tan HPZ= -rrr: -^ — u{ ^^^ = = — tt- • 

V(2ar — r" — 6 ) e sin 

37. Perpendiculars are drawn from P and D the ex- 
tremities of any pair of conjugate diameters on the diameter 
y = oj tan a : shew that the sum of the squares of the perpen- 
diculars is a* sin' a + 6' cos'o. 

38. The excentric angles of two points P and Q are ^ and 

(f> respectively; shew that the area of the parallelogram. 

formed by the tangents at the extremities of the diameters 

4a6 
through P and Q is -: — t-tt — tt ; shew also that the area is 
° sin (cf} — (p) 

least when P and Q are the extremities of conjugate dia- 
meters. 
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39. Shew that the equation to the locus of the middle 
points of all chords of the same length (2c) in an ellipse is 

40. Chords of an ellipse are drawn at right angles to one 
another through a point whose co-ordinates are }i,1e\ if 
GPy CQ be the radii drawn from the centre parallel to 
the chords, and E, F the middle points of the chords, 
shew that 

OP OF^^h^ ¥ 

41. Given the co-ordinates of P, find those of the inter- 
section of the tangents at P and D. (See Fig. to Art. 192.) 

42. Shew that the equation 

represents the tangents at P and jD, supposing a?', y the co- 
ordinates of P. (See Fig. to Art. 192.) 

43. If (7P, GB be any conjugate semi-diameters of an 
ellipse APBDA\ and BP, BB be joined and also AB, A'P, 
these latter intersecting at 0, shew that BBOP is a parallel- 
ogram. 

44. Shew that the area of the parallelogram in the preped- 
ing Example = ay' + hx' — ah, where x\ y' are the co-ordinates 
of P; and find the greatest value of this a,rea. 

45. If a straight line be drawn from the focus of an ellipse 
to m?ike a given anglea with the tangent, shew that the locus 
of its intersection with the tangent will be a circle which 
•touches or falls entirely without the ellipse according as cos a 
is less or greater than the excentricity of the ellipse. 

46. In an ellipse 8Q, HQ, drawn perpendicular to a pair 
of conjugate diameters, intersect at Q : prove that the locus of 
Q is a concentric ellipse. 
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47. Two ellipses have their foci coincident ; a tangent to 
one of them intersects at right angles a tangent to the other: 
shew that the locus of the point of intersection is a circle 
having the same centre as the ellipses. 

48. Find what is represented by the equation a^ + ^ = c* 
when the axes are oblique. 

49. Shew that when the ellipse is referred to any pair of 
conjugate diameters as axes, the condition that y = mx and 

y = m'x may represent conjugate diameters is mw! == ^j . , 

50. The ellipse being referred to equal conjugate diame- 
ters, find the equation to the normal at any point. 

51. From any point P perpendiculars PM, PNaxe drawn 
on the equal conjugate diameters : shew that the normal at P 
bisects MN. 

52. An ellipse intersects the side PQ of ^ triangle at r 
aud r', the side QB at p and p, and the side BP at q and q' ; 
shew that 

Pr.Pr\ Qp. Qp\ Bq. Bq = Pq. Pq. Qr. Qr.Bp, Bp. 

Shew also that a similar result is true for a polygon ; and 
shew what it becomes when the ellipse t(ruches the sides. 
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CHAPTER XL 



THE HYPERBOLA. 



209. To find the equation to the hyperbola. 

The hyperbola is the locus of a point which moves so that 
its distance from a fixed point bears a constant ratio to its 
distance from a fixed straight line, the ratio being greater 
than unity. 




B* 




Let -ff be the fixed point, YY' the fixed straight line. Draw 
SO perpendicular to YY'\ take as the origin, OHb& the 
direction of the axis of a?, OY as that of the axis of y. 

Let Pbe a point on the locus ; join HP, draw PJIf parallel 
to OFand P^ parallel to OX. Let OH=j^, and let e be the 
ratio of HP to PN. Let x, y be the co-ordinates of P. 

By definition EP=ePN\ therefore HP^^e^PN^\ there- 
fore PM^ + HM^ = ^PN% that is, y^ + {x ^pY = e'x\ 
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This is the equation to the hyperbola with the assumed 
origin and axes. 

210. To find where the hyperbola meets the axis 
of X -vfQ put y = in the equation to the hyperbola ; thus 

{x—pY^e^a?; therefore a?— j? = + ea;j therefore 0?=^-=- • 

Since e is greater than unity, 1 — 6 is a negative quantity. 

Let OA' = ~^-T, OA = :r—- > the former being measured 

f o the left of 0, then A' and A are points on the hyperbola. 
A and A' are called the vertices of the hyperbola, and C 
the point midway between A and A* is called the centre of 
the hyperbola. 

211. We shall obtain a simpler form of the equation to 
the hyperbola by transferring the origin to A or C. 



I. Suppose the origin at ^. 
_ P 



and substitute 



Since OA = ^ ^ , we put x=^x '\-~- 

1+6 ^ 1+ 

this value in the equation ^ + (jj — p)'= e*a;*; 
thus /+(..+ j^^ -;,y = e' [x + j^J' 

therefore y'^a:'*-^^ = ^L-+^A^- 
therefore y^ = 2pea?' + {f? — 1) a?" 

-(^-i){|ei;+.-}. 

The distance ^'-4 = --zr + =-^ = a^ ; we will denote 

e — 1 1 + 6 6—1 

this by 2a; hence the equation becomes y*=a («'— 1) (2aa?'+ic''). 
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We may suppress the accent, if we remember that the 
origin is at the vertex A^ and thus write the equation 

y=(6«-l) {2ax + a^ (1). 

11. Suppose the origin at 0. 

Since CA = a, we put a? = a?' — a and substitute this value 
in (1) ; thus 

' y« = (e*-!) {2a (a -a) + (a/- a)'} = («•-!) (a;'*- a'). 

We may suppress the accent, if we remember that the 
origin is now at the centre (7, and thus write the equation 

y»=(6»-l)(a:»-a') [ (2). 

In (2) suppose a? = 0, then y* = — (e' — 1) a*; this gives an 
impossible value to y, and thus the curve does not cut the 
axis of y. We shall however denote (c' — 1) a* by b\ and 
measure off the ordinates GB and CB' each equal to 6^ as we 
shall find these ordinates useful hereafter. 

Thus (1) may be written 

y^ = |(2aa; + ««) (3), 

and (2) may be written 

or, more symmetrically, 

-«-p=l> or, ay-6V = -aW (5). 

212. Since AH = eOA and OA =t^— , we have 

1 +e 

l + e e* — 1 ^ ' 

l+e e * 
CH'= CL4.+ ^5"=: a + (c - 1) a = ea> . 
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and 



OH=p = ''-^l^. 



213. We may now ascertain the form of the hyperbola. 
Take the equation referred to the centre as origin, 



j^ = ^.(a:*-a«) 



(1). 



For every value of x less than a, y is impossible. When 
a? = a, y = 0. For every value of x greater thaii a there 




are two values of y equal in magnitude but of opposite signi 
Hence if P be a point in the curve on one side of the axis 
of Xy there is a point P on the other side of the axis, such 
thajt P'M=^PM, Hence the curve is symmetrical with re- 
spect to the axis of x, and it extends indefinitely to the right 
of A 

If we ascribe to x any negative value we obtain for y 
the same pair of values as when we ascribed to x the cor- 
responding positive value. Hence the portion of the curve 
to the left of the axis of v is similar to the portion to the 
right of it. 
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As the equation (1) may be put in the form 

■ ^ = {»(jf' + b') (2). 

we see that the axis of y alsd divides the curve symmetrically. 
Thus the curve consists of two similar branches each extend- 
ing indefinitely. 

The straight line EK is the directrix, H is the correspond- 
ing focus. Since the curve is symmetrical with respect to the 
straight line BOB, it follows that if we take C/S= CH and 
GE' = CE, and draw EK at right angles to CE, the point 
8 and the straight line EK* will form respectively a second 
focus and directrix, by means of which the curve might have 
been generated. 

214. The point C is called the centre of the hyperbola, 
because every chord of the hyperbola which passes through C 
is bisected at G. This is shewn in the same manner as the 
corresponding proposition in the ellipse. (See Art. 163.) 

215. We have drawn the curve concave towards the axis 
of a?; the following proposition will justify the figure. 

The ordinate of any point of the curve which lies between 
a vertex and a fixed point of the curve on the same branch 
as the vertex is greater than the corresponding ordinate of the 
straight line joining that vertex and the fixed point. 

• Let A be the vertex and take it for the origin ; let P be 
the fixed point : x , y its co-ordinates. Then the equation 

to the hyperbola is (Art. 211) / = -. (2flw? -h aj'). 

The equation to -4P is y = -,x, oi y = - ./(-r + ljx, 
since {x\ y) is on the hyperbola. 

Let X denote any abscissa less than x\ then since the 

ordinate of the curve is - V(2cw? -f a;") or - . / f — h 1 ) fl?, and 

Of d ^^ \ iC / 

that of the straight line is - . /f -r + 1 ) «^, it is obvious that 
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the ordinate of the curve is greater than that of the straight 
line. 

All points may be said to be outside the curve for which 
ja 5 + 1 is positive; and all points may be said to be inside 

the curte for which ^ ^ + 1 is negative. It is easy to see 

that according 'to this definition a point is outside the curve 
when no straight line can be drawn from the point to di, focus 
without cutting the curve. A very instructive mode of obtain- 
ing this result is that exemplified in Art. 54 : the expression 

^ 5 + 1 is negative when the point (a?, y) is a focus, vanishes 

Cb 

when (a;, y) is on the curve, does not vanish in any other case, 
and is positive when a; = for all values of y. Hence we 
infer that the expression is negative for every point which can 
be joined to a focus by a straight line that does not cut the 
curve, and positive in every other case. 

Similar remarks might be made in connexion with Art. 127. 

Suppose Q a point outside the 'curve; join Q with the 
nearer focus, which we will denote by H\ and let QH cut the 
curve at P. Let 8 be the other focus. Join 8Q, 8 P. Then 
8Q is less than 8P+ PQ by Euclid, I. 20 ; therefore SQ - HQ 
is less than SP + PQ- HQ, that is less than SP- HP Thus 
the difference of the focal distances of any point outside an hyper^ 
boh is less than the transverse axis: see Art. 218. Similarly 
we may shew that the difference of the focal distances of any 
point inside an hyperbola is greater thxn the transverse axis, 

216. A A' and BB^ are called a^es of the hjrperbola. The 
axis AA' which if produced passes through the foci, is called 
the transverse axis, and BE' the conjugate axis. We do not, 
as in the case of the ellipse, use the terms major and minor 
axis, because since b = a*J{e^ — l) (Art. 211), and e is greater 
than unity, b may be greater or less than a. 

The ratio which the distance of any point on the hyper- 
bola from the focus bears to the distance of the same point 
from the corresponding directrix is called the excentricity of 
the hyperbola. We have denoted it by the symbol e, 

T. c. s. 13 
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FOCAL DISTANCES OF ANY POINT. 



To find the latua rectum (see Art. 128) we put x—GE, 
that is, =ae, in equation (1) of Art. 213; thus 

, &V(e^-l) i* 

V 2J' 

therefore LH=— , and the latus rectum = — . 

a a 

Since 6* = a* (e* — 1) ; therefore J' + a" = a^e^ ; that is, 

therefore AB^ CK 

217. The equation to the hyperbola may be derived from 
the equation to the ellipse by writing — 6* for 6*. We shall 
find that the hyperbola has many properties similar to those 
which have been proved for the ellipse ; and as the demon- 
strations are similar to those which have been given, we shall 
in some cases not repeat them for the hyperbola, but refer to 
the corresponding Articles in the Chapters on the ellipse. 

218. To eaypress the* focal distances of any point of the 
hyperbola in terms of the abscissa of the point 




Let S be one focus, E^K' the corresponding directrix ; H 
the other focus, JEST the corresponding directrix. Let P be a 
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point on the hyperbola; x, y its co-ordinates, the centre 
being the origin. Join SP, HP, and draw PNN' parallel to 
the transverse axis, and PJ!f perpendicular to it. Then 

8P::^ePN' = e{GM+GE')^e[x'V^=ex + a, 

SP==ePN=e{GM^GE) = e(x--^)=ex^a. 

HeDce 8P^HP = 2a'y that is, the difference of the focal 
distances of any point on the hyperbola is equal to the trans- 
verse axis. 

Let CD, y be the co-ordinates of any point Q. Then 

Therefore the focal distance of any point not on the curve 
bears to the distance of the point from the corresponding di- , 
rectrix a ratio which is greater or less than e according as the 
point is outside or inside the curve. 

V 

219. The equation ^ = -^ (aj* — a*) may be written 

Co 

Hence (see figure to Art. 213), 3^373^= ;j^* 

Tangent cmd Normal to an Hyperbola. 

220. To find the equation to the tangent at any point of 
an hyperbola. 

By a process similar to that in Art. 170, it will be found 
that the equation to the tangent at the point (aj', y') is 

or cfyy — l^xod = — a*6*. 

These equations may be derived from the corresponding 
equations with respect to the ellipse by writing — 6* for 6*. 

13—2 
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221. The equation to the tangent to the hyperbola 
may also be written in the form y = mx + ij(w^a* — V) ; (see 
Art. 171). Conversely every straight line whose equation is 
of this form, is a tangent to the hyperbola. 

222. It may be sh^wn as in the case of the circle that a 
tangent to an hyperbola meets it at only one point. Also if a 
straight line meet an hyperbola at only one point, it is in 
general the tangent to the hyperbola at that point. For sup- 
pose the equation to an hyperbola to be a'y* — Va? = — a*6', 
and the equation to a straight line y = mx + c. Then to de- 
termine the abscissas of the points of intersection^ we have the 
equation a' {mx + cf — JV = — a'6*, or 

(aW-V) aj* + 2a»mca?-l- a" (c* + 6') =0. 
This equation has always two roots, except 

(1) when aWc!'^(aW-b^a*(c''+b'), or c' = mV-y, 
and consequently the straight line is a tangent ; 

(2) when aW — 6* = ; the equation then reduces to one 
of the first degree, and therefore has but one root. Thus a 
straight line which meets the hyperbola at only one point is 
the tangent at that point unless the inclination of the straight 

line to the transverse axis be + tan"*- . 

a 

223. * The tangents at the vertices A and A' are parallel 
to the axis of y. (See Art. 1721) 

224. To find the equation to the normal at any point of 
an hyperbola. (See Art. 173.) 

It will be found that the equation to the normal at 



1-..' 



ary 



{x\y)isy^y'-^-p^,{x-x'). 

This may also be written in the form 

y = ma?- jy_ J^ . (See Art. 174) 
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225. We shall now deduce some properties of the hyper- 
bola from, the preceding Articles. 




Let Xj y* be the co-ordinates of P; let PT be the tangent 
at P, FQ the normal at P; Pif, PN perpendiculars on the 
axes. 

The equation to the tangent at P is d^yjf — Vxai = — a'6*. 
Let y = 0, then a? =— , hence (^^^-pyiTfl 

therefore GST. CT=^ CA\ 
Similarly CN. GT ^ CB". 

226. As in Art. 176, we may shew that 
CG^e^CM, and Ca' --^ PM. 

227. As in Art. 177, we may shew that 



where 
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Also the result established in Art. 176 respecting normals 
at the ends of a focal chord holds for the hyperbola. 

228. The tangent at any point bisects the angle between 
the focal distances of that point. 

For in the manner given in Art. 178, we may shew that 
the angle SPG' = the angle HPQ\ and therefore since PT 
is perpendicular to 0G\ the angle TP8=i\ie angle TPH. 

Or we may prove the result thus, CQ = eV (Art. 226) ; 
therefore 80 = eV + a£, HQ = e V — ae. Also SP = ex' + a, 
PLP^ ex —a: hence 

SG_8P 

EG" HP' 

therefore by Euclid, VI. S, PG bisects the angle between HP 
and 8P produced, that is, the angle SPG' = the angle HPG. 

229. To find the lociis of the intersection of the tangent at 
any point with the perpendicular on it from the focus. 

It may be proved as in Art. 180, that the required locus is 
the circle described on the transverse axis as diameter. 

230. Let p denote the perpendicular from H on the 

tangent at P, and p' the perpendicular from 8\ then, as in 

6V Vr 

Art. 181, it may be shewn that p^=^—r,p'^^ — ; therefore 

Vr 

pp' = h\ Since r' = 2a + r, we have p^ =-^5 . 

Za-^- r 

The result established in the latter part of Art. 181 holds 
also for the hyperbola. 

231. From any external point two tangents can he dravm 
to an hyperbola. 

Let hy k he the co-ordinates of the external point, then as 
in Art. 182, we shall obtain the following equation for deter- 
mining the abscissae of the points of contact of the tangents 
and hyperbola, x'^ [a^h? - 6W) + 2a%^hx - a* {V + ¥)^0. 

The roots of this quadratic will be possible if 

a^b'h^ + a' [y + h?) {a'i^ - 6*A*) is positive ; 

that is, if J^a^ — 6W +.a'6' is positive. : c 
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But if (A, h) be an external point the last expression is 
positive, and therefore two tangents can be drawn to the 
hyperbola from an external point. 

The product of the two values of a?' given by the above 

quadratic is J^ — j^ ; this product is therefore positive 

or negative according as c?l^ — Vh? is negative or positive ; 
that is, the two tangents meet the same branch or different 
branches according as c^l^ — Vh^ is negative or positive. 

The case in which a^l^ — h^h? = requires to be noticed. 
Here one root of the quadratic equation becomes infinite, and 

the other is ^ g. g, ; see Algebra, Chapter xxii. 

In this case the point (A, k) falls on a certain straight line 
called an asymptote, which we shall consider hereafter ; see 
Art. 255. The asymptote itself may then count as one of the 
two tangents from the point {h,k). If A = and A; = the 
point {h, k) is the origin ; in this case the two asymptotes 
may count as the two tangents from the point (A, k). 

232. Tangents are drawn to an hyperhola from a given 
external point ; to find the equation to the chord of contact. 

Let A, k be the co-ordinates of the external point; then 
the equation to the chord of contact is 

a% - Whx = - a^b\ (See Art. 183.) 

233. Through any fixed point chcyrds are drawn to an 
hyperbola, and tangents to the hyperbola are drawn at the 
extremities of each chord; the locus of the intersection of the 
tangents is a straight line. 

Let h, k be the co-ordinates of the point through which 
the chords are drawn, then the equation to' the locus of the 
intersection of the tangents is 

a^ky-b^hx-:---a%\ (See Art. 184.) 

234. If from any point in a straight line a pair of tan- 
gents be drawn to an hyperbola, the chords of contact will all 
pass through a fixed point (See Art 185.) 
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The student should observe the different interpretations 
that can be assigned to the equation a^ky — h^hx = — a*i'. 

The statements in Art. 103 with respect to the circle may 
all be applied to the hyperbola- 

235. Some interesting geometrical investigations relating 
to tangents to an hyperbola from an external point may be 
noticed. 

To draw two tangents to an hyperbola from an external 
point 

The first method given in Art. 186 may be applied with- 
out any change. 

In applying the second method we shall have to distin- 
guish between the two cases which present themselves in 
Art. 231 ; the distinction between the two cases will be more 
fully appreciated by the student after he has read the next 
Chapter. If the external point be between a branch of the 
curve and the adjacent portions of the asymptotes, the two 
tangents both touch that branch of the curve : if the external 
point be so situated that we cannot pass from the point to the 
curve without crossing an asymptote, the two tangents touch 
different branches of the curve. 

The student can easily construct the figures required in 
the process we shall now give. 

I. Suppose the external point to be between a branch of 
the curve, and the adjacent portions of the asymptotes. Let 
denote the external point, H the nearer focus, S the farther 
focus. With centre S and radius equal to 2a describe a circle; 
with centre and radius OH describe another circle cutting 
the former at Q and q. Join SQ and Sq^ and produce these 
straight lines to meet the curve at P and p. Join OP and Op ; 
these are the required tangents from 0. 

The demonstration is like that in Art. 186 ; and we can shew 
that OP and Op subtend equal angles at H, and also at 8* 

n. Suppose the external point so situated that we can- 
not pass from the point to the curve without crossing an 
asymptote. Let denote the external point, H the nearer 
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focus, 8 the farther focus. With centre 8 and radius equal 
to 2a describe a circle ; with centre and radius Ofi'describe 
another circle cutting the former at Q and y, the angle H8Q 
being less than the angle HSq. Join 8Q and produce it to 
meet the curve at P; also join j/Sand produce it to meet the 
curve at p. Join OF and Op ; these are the required tan- 
gents from 0, 

The demonstration is like that in Art. 186. 

From the triangles OSQ and 08q we have the angle 08q 
equal to the angle 08Q. Thus the angle 08p is the supple- 
ment of the angle OSQ; so that the angles subtended at 8 by 
the tangent Op and the tangent OP are supplementary. 

Also the angle 0-Sp = the angle 0q8 = the angle 0Q8 
a=s the supplement of the angle OQP= the supplement of the 
angle OHP\ so that the angles subtended at H by the tan- 
gent Op and the tangent OP are supplementary. 

The straight line which bisects the angle between the focal 
distances of an external point is equally inclined to the two 
tangents from that point. 

In I. we have 

angle /SOQ 4- twice angle ^ OP + angle 80q 

+ twice angle p Ofl^ = 360* ; 

therefore angle SOQ^ angle QOP + angle p OH^ 180^ 
that is, angle 80P'\' angle p 0H= 180" ; 

thus the angle pOH is the supplement of the angle 8 OP, 
that is, equal to the angle between 80 and PO produced. 

In II. we have 

angle pOq = angle p OH = angle pOQ + twice angle POH^ 

angle 80q = angle 80 Q ?= angle 8 Op + angle pOQ] 

therefore by subtraction 

angle SOp^ twice angle POH— angle 8 Op, 

therefore angle 80p = angle POH. 

The student should observe the extension thus given to 
the result in Art. 228. 
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EXAMPLES. 

1. Find the equation to an hyperbola of given transverse 
axis whose vertex bisects the distance between the centre and 
the focus. 

2. If the ordinate MP of an hyperbola be produced to Q 
so that JfiQ = ^P, find the locus of Q. 

3. Any chord AP through the vertex of an hyperbola is 
divided at Q so that AQ : QP :: AC^ : B(P, and QM is 
drawn to the foot of the ordinate MP; from Q a straight line 
is drawn at right angles to QM meeting the transverse axis 
at 0: shew that AO : A'O :: AC^ : BC^. 

4. PQ is a chord of an ellipse at right angles to the 
major axis AA' ; PA, QA' are produced to meet at R: shew 
that the locus of R is an hyperbola having the same axes as 
the ellipse. 

5. If a circle be described passing through any point P 
of a given hyperbola and the extremities of the transver§e 
axis, and the ordinate MP be produced to meet the circle at 
Q, shew that the locus of Q is an hyperbola whose conjugate 
axis is a third proportional to the conjugate and transverse 
axes of the original hyperbola. 

6. Find the locus of a point such that if from it a pair of 
tangents be drawn to an ellipse the product of the perpen- 
diculars dropped from the foci upon the chord of contact will 
be constant. 

7. If an ellipse and an hyperbola have the same foci 
their tangents at the points of intersection are at right angles. 
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CHAPTER XIL 

THE HYPERBOLA CONTINUED. 

Diameters. 

236. To find the length of a straight line drawn from any 
point in a given direction to meet an hyperbola. 

Let x\ y' be the co-ordinates of the point from which the 
straight line is drawn ; sCy y the co-ordinates of the point to 
which the straight line is drawn; 6 the inclination of the 
straight line to the axis of a; ; r the length of the straight 
line; then (Art. 27) a? = a?' + r cos ^, y=/ + rsinft 

If {x, y) be on the hyperbola these values may be substi- 
tuted in the equation a^ — 6V = — d^h^ ; thus 

a'(y' + rsin^)^-6"(a?' + rcos^)' = -a*J^ 

therefore r' {a^ bW - V cos* 6) + 2r (aV sin 6 - 6 V cos 6) 

From this quadratic two values of r can be found which 
are the lengths of the two straight lines that can be drawn 
from {x, y) in the given direction to the hyperbola. 

237. To find the diameter of a given system of parallel 
chords in an hyperbola. (See definition in Art. 148.) 

Let ^ be the inclination of the chords to the transverse axis 
of the hyperbola ; let x, y* be the co-ordinates of the middle 
point of any one of the chords ; the equation which deter- 
mines the lengths of the straight lines drawn from {^x^ y) to 
the curve is (Art. 236) 

r'(a'sin'^-5'cos»^)-h2r(aysin^-6Vcos^) 

+ ay'-6V* + a»6» = (1). 

Since {x\y) is the middle point of the chord, the values of 
r furnished by this equation must be equal in magnitude and 
opposite in sign; hence the co-efficient of r must vanish ; thus 

aVsin^ — 6Vcos^ = 0, or y'^-^coid.x' (2). 
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Considering x and y* as variable this is the equation to st 
straight line passing through the origin, that is, through the 
centre of the hyperbola. 

Hence every diameter passes through the centre. 

Also every straight line passing through the centre is a 

diameter, that is, bisects some, system of parallel chords. For 

by giving to ^ a suitable value the equation (2) may be made 

to represent any straight line passing through the centre. If 

& be the inclination to the axis of x of the diameter which 

bisects all the chords inclined at an angle ^, we have from (2) 

}? V 

tan^ = -aCot^: therefore tan 5 tan ^ = -4 • 
a- a 

238. If one diameter bisect all chorda parallel to a second 
diameter, the second diameter vdll bisect all chords parallel to 
ihefirst 

Let 6^ and 0^ be the respective inclinations of the two 

diameters to the transverse axis of the hyperbola. Since the 

first bisects all the chords parallel to the second, we have 

V 
tan 6^ tan ^, = -« . And this is also the only condition that must 

hold in order that the second may bisect the chords parallel 
to the first. 

The definition in Art. 191 holds for the hyperbola. 

239. Every straight line passing through the centre of an 
ellipse meets that ellipse ; this is evident from the figure, or 
it may be proved analytically. But in the case of an hyper- 
bola this proposition is not true, as we proceed to shew. 

240. To find the points of intersection of an hyperbola 
with a straight line passing through its centre. 

Let the equation to the straight line be y = ?na?. 

• Substitute this value of y in the equation to the hyperbola 
^y — 6V = — a'6* ; then we have for determining the abscissaB 
of the points of intersection the equation (a'm*— 6*) a?' = — a*6' ; 

therefore cf = , « o— « . Hence the values of x are impossible 

if aW is greater than J^ Thus a straight line drawn through 
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the centre of an hyperbola will not meet the curve if it makes 
with the transverse axis on either side of it an angle greater 

thaoi tan"* - . 
a 

241. It is convenient for the sake of enunciating many 
properties of the hyperbola to introduce the following im- 
portant definition. 

Definition. The conjugate hyperbola is an hyperbola 
having for its transverse and conjugate axes the conjugate 
and transverse axes of the original hyperbola respectively. 

242. To find the equation to the hyperbola conjugate to 
a given hyperbola. 




Let AA\ BS be the transverse and conjugate axes respec- 
tively of the given hyperbola; then BB is the transverse 
axis of the conjugate hyperbola, and AA is its conjugate 
axis. Let P be a point in the given hyperbola, Q a point in 
the conjugate hyperbola. Draw PM, QN perpendicular to 
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(7X, (7 y respectively. The equation to the given hyperbola i3 
y« = £- (-»» ^ a^ . therefore PM^ = ^ (OJf * - CA^. Hence 

QN^ = jT7ji(02P'-C^, since ^ is a point on an hyper- 

bola having CB, CA for its semi-transverse and semi-conju- 
gate axes respectively. Thus if a?, y denote the co-ordinates 

of Q, we have a^ = j] (y'-6'), -VJ-JC^ ^ ^"^ -. - ' 

This, therefore, is the equation to the conjugate hyperbola; 
we observe that it may be deduced from the equation to the 
given hyperbola by writing — a* for a* and — 6* for 6*, 

The foci of the conjugate hyperbola will be on the straight 
line BGB at a distance from G=AB (Art. 216) ; that is, at 
the same distance from G as 8 and JE 

243. Every straight line drawn through the centre of an 
hyperbola meets the hyperbola or the conjugate hyperbola, except 
the two straight lines inclined to the transverse axis of the 

hyperbola at an angle = tan"^ — . 

Let the equation to the straight line be 

y = 7nx , ,, (1). 

To find the abscissae of the points of intersection of (1) 
with the given hyperbola, we have, as in Art. 24!0, the 
equation 

^= M r~8 (2)« 

— awr ^ 

Similarly to find the points of intersection of (1) with the 
conjugate hyperbola, we have the equation 

^= ~j — « — r« • •••• (3)« 

V 
If m* be less than -^ , (2) gives possible values, and (3) 

Cv 

V 
impossible values for a? ; if m' be greater than -5 , (2) gives 

a 
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impossible values, and (3) possible values for a? ; if m' = -5 , 

(2) and (3) make x infinite. Thus the two straight lines that 

can be drawn at an inclination tan"* - to the transverse axis 

a 

of the given hyperbola meet neither curve ; and every other 

straight line meets one of the curves. 

244. Of two conjugate diameters one meets the original 
hyperbola^ and the other the conjugate hyperbola. 

Let the equations to the two diameters be 

y = ma?, y = m'x ; 

V b* 

then, by Art. 238, mm'= -^ ; therefore w'm'* = -j . 
^ a a 

Hence if rr? is less than -^ , «i" is greater than -5 ; thus 

the first diameter meets the original hyperbola, and the 
second the conjugate hyperbola. If m^ is greater than 

-«, m'* is less than — -; thus the first diameter meets the 

conjugate hyperbola, and the second the original hyperbola. 

245. "We proceed now to some properties connected with 
conjugate diameters. When we speak of the extremities of a 
diameter we mean the points where that diameter intersects 
the original hyperbola or the conjugate hyperbola. 

We may remark that the original hyperbola bears the 
same relation to the conjugate hyperbola as the conjugate 
hyperbola bears to the original hyperbola. Thus the defini- 
tion may be given as follows : two hyperbolas are called con- 
jugate when each has for its transverse axis the conjugate 
axis of the other. 

Also if a straight line bisect all parallel chords terminated 
by one of the hyperbolas it bisects all the chords of the same 
system which are terminated by the other hyperbola. For the 

equation (Art 237) tan d tan ff ^ -^ remains unchanged when 
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we write — a' for c? and — V for V, that is, when we pass 
from the original hyperbola to the conjugate (Art. 242). 

Both curves are comprised in the equation 

246. The tangent at either ecdremity of any diameter i$ 
^parallel to the chords which that diameter bisects. See Art. 190. 

247. Given the co-ordinates of one extremity of a diameter, 
to find those of each extremity of the conjugate diameter* 




Let A GA\ BOB be the axes of an hyperbola ; PG?\ 
DGD a pair of conjugate diameters. Let x\ y be the 
given co-ordinates of P ; then the equation to GP is 



X 



(1). 



Since the conjugate diameter DU'va parallel to tbe tangent 
at P, the equation to DU is 



r 
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We must combine (2) with the equation to the conjugate 
hyperbola to find the co-ordinates of D and D\ Substitute 

from (2) in ay-JV = a*J»; then a"-]^, a:«-6V = a«i«; 

therefore (JV«-aV)aj' = ay»; 

therefore a? = — ^y = -^ ; therefore a? = + -|^ : 

6a?' 



therefore from (2), y = ± 



a 



In the figure the abscissa of i> is positive, and that of D' 
negative ; hence the upper sign applies to D, and the lower 
sign to D\ 

248. The difference of the squares on two conjugate semi- 
diameters is constant. 

Let w, y be the co-ordinates of P; then, by the preceding 

Article, GP'^CIJ^ = x''+y'^---y^^~ 

— 7S -f 2 — U» ^ C/ . 

or 

Hence the diflference of the squares on two conjugate semi- 
diameters is equal to the difference of the squares on the semi- 
axes. 

Moreover 

^a;" ^1 + ^,) -a» = e'o;'*- a'= SP.HPhy Art. 218. 

249. ITie area of the paralleloffrani formed by tangents at 
the ends of conjugate diameters is constant 

Let PCP'y DGiy be the conjugate diameters (see figure to 
Art. 247). The area of the parallelogram formed by tangents 
at P, i>, P', D\ is 4(7P. GB sin PGD, or 4p . CD, where p 
denotes the pei5)endicular from G on the tangent at P. Let 

T. C. S. 1* 
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a?', y be the co-ordinates of P ; then the equation to the 
tangent at P is y = -^, x — ^ • Hence (Art. 47) 



i> = 






7FD 



^{aY-vVxy 



therefore 4p . CD = 4aJ. 

Hence the area of any parallelogram formed by tangents at 
the ends of conjugate diameters is equal to the area of the 
rectangle formed by tangents at the ends of the axes. 

250. Let a', V denote the lengths of two conjugate semi- 
diameters; a the angle between them; by the preceding 
Article, ab' sin a = ab. By making P move along the hy- 
perbola from A we can make CF or a' as great as we please. 
Also since a'^—b'^ is constant, V increases with a\ Thus 
sin a can be made as small as we please, that is, GP and CD 
can be brought as near to coincidence as we please. The 
limiting position towards which they tend is easily found; for 

from Art. 237, mm! = -s : thus the limit to which m and w! 

a 

approach as €P and CD approach to coincidence Ls + -. 

251. From Art. 249 we have 

This gives a relation between p the perpendicular from the 1 
centre on the tangent at any point P, and the distance* C/' of 
that point from the centre. 

A8inArta96 p.PO^b\ p.P& ^a\ 



r 
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Also if <j> denote the angle which the perpendicular makes 
with the transverse axis, we may shew as in Art. 196 that 

|)' = a*(l-e"sin»^)^ 

252. To find the equation to the hyperbola referred to a 
pair of conjugate diameters as a^xes. 

Let CP, GD be two conjugate semidiameters (see figure to 
Art. 247), take CP as the new axis of a?, GD as that of y\ 
let PGA=^a, DGA^fi. Let x, y be the co-ordinates of 
any point of the hyperbola referred to the original axes; 
Xy y the co-ordinates of the same point refen-ed to the new 
axes ; then (Art. 84) 

a? = a?'cosa + y cos^, y = a?'sina+y sinyS. 
Substitute these values in the equation a^ — 6V = — a'6*; 
then a'(a?'8ina + y'sin)S)* — 6*(ic'cosa + y'cos^)* = — a*6*, 
or a;'»(a'sin«a-6'cos»a) +y»(a*sin'/3-6»cos*/3) 

+ 2a? y' (a* sin a sin )8 — 6' cos a cos /8) = — a'6*. 

But since CP and CD are conjugate semidiameters, 

tan a tan iS = -^ ; hence the coefficient of a?'v' vanishes, and 

a : •> ' 

the equation becomes 
a?"(a»sin'a-ycos«a) + y'(a«sin*/3-6«cos»/3)=-a«5". 
In this equation suppose y = 0, then 



a* sin* a — h^ cos* a V cos* a — a* sin' a * 

This is the value of CP*, which we shall denote by a ". If 
we put aj'=s in the above equation, we obtain 

y "■a*sin"/8--6*cos*)8* 

Now since we have supposed that the new axis of x meets 
the curve, we know that the new axis of y will not meet the, 

curve (Art. 244), so that a - ^R^h^ — «^ '^ ^^* * positive 

14—2 
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quantity ; we shall denote it by — 5''. Hence the equa- 
tion to the hyperbola referred to conjugate diameters is 

-Tj — f^ = 1, or, suppressing the accents on the variables. 

Also the equation to the conjugate hyperbola referred to 

the same axes is -75 — ^ = — 1. 

a 

The equation to the tangent to the hyperbola will be of the 
same form whether the axes be rectangular or the oblique 
system formed by a pair of conjugate diameters. (See Art. 
200.) 

253. Tangents at the extremities of any chord of an hyper- 
bola meet on the diameter which bisects that chord, (See Art. 
201.) 

254. If a chord and diameter of an hyperbola are parcdlel, 
the supplemental chord is parallel to the conjugate diameter. 
(See Arts. 202, 203.) 

Asymptotes. 

255. The properties of the hyperbola hitherto given have 
been similar to those of the ellipse ; we have now to consider 
some properties peculiar to the hyperbola. 

V 
Let the equation to the hyperbola be y' = -, (a?" — a*), and 

a 

let CL be the straight line which has for its equation y = — . 

Let MPQ be an ordinate meeting the hyperbola at Pand 
the straight line GL at Q ; then if GM be denoted by x, 

thus PQ = - {x-^/{a?- o')} = - . ——j^ Tx = ^—r, • 

" If then the straight line MPQ be supposed to move parallel 



r 



ASYMPTOTfiS: 



213 



to itself from A, the distance PQ continually diminishes, and 
by taking Cdf large enough we may make P^ as small as we 




please. The straight line CL is called an asymptote of the 
curve. 

Similarly the straight line CL\ which has for its equa- 

tion y = , is an asymptote. 

Thus the equation -, — ^ = includes both asymptotes.- 
We may take the following definition. 

Definition. An asymptote is a straight line the dis- 
tance of which from a point of a curve diminishes without limit 
as the point in the curve moves to an infinite distance from 
the origin. 

The distance of P from GL is PQ sin PQG; and as we 
have seen that PQ diminishes without limit asP moves away 
from the origin, CL is an asymptote according to the definition, 
here given. 

. 256. In the same manner we may shew that CL is an 
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asymptote to the conjugate hyperbola. For let MP be pro- 
duced to meet the conjugate hyperbola at P*^ then (Art. 242) 

therefore i>'<2 = i{V(a?+««)-a,}-=_i^^_. 

Hence as CM is increased indefinitely P*Q is diminished 
indefinitely ; therefore CL is an asymptote to the conjugate 
hyperbola. 

257. The equation to the tangent to the hyperbola at the 
point {x\ y') is a*yy — Vxx = — a*b\ 

,, . Vx'x V h a!x V 
tnereiore y = — j-t r = - . -77-75 v\ > 

hx V 



If X and 1/ are increased indefinitely the limiting folrm to 

uX 

which the above equation approaches is y = — . Thus the 

tangent to the hyperbola approaches continually to coincidence 
with an asymptote when the point of contact moves away in- 
definitely from the origin. 

258. It appears from Art. 243 that every straight line 
drawn through the centre of an hyperbola must meet the 
hyperbola or its conjugate, unless its direction coincides with 
that of one of the asymptotes. And from Art. 250 it appears 
that as conjugate diameters increase indefinitely they approach 
to coincidence with one of the asymptotes. 

259. The straight line joining the ends of tonjugaJte dior 
meters is parallel to one asymptote and bisected by tike other. 

Let X, 'if be the co-ordinates of any point P on the hyper- 
bola (s^e figure to Art. 247) ; then the co-ordinates of A 
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the extremity of the conjugate diameter, are (Art. 247) 

~¥- and — . Hence the equation to DP is 
b a 

, hx' 

that is, y -y = - - (^"-^') ; * 

Qi 

ox 
and therefore DP is parallel to the asymptote y = . 

Also the co-ordinates of the middle point of DP are 
(Art 10) 



\u^'-0 ^ \u^^). 



26 2a 

• 025 

These co-ordinates satisfy the equation y = — ; therefore 

the asymptote' y= — bisects PD. 

Since the diagonals of a parallelogram bisect each other, 
and PD is one diagonal of the parallelogram of which GP 
and CD are adjacent sides, the other diagonal coincides with 
the asymptote, that is, the tangents at P and D meet on the 
asymptote. 

260. The equation to the hyperbola referred to conjugate 
diameters as axes is 



--2l = i m 



Hence the equations to the asymptotes referred to these 
axes are 

b'x Vx ,o\ 

y-7'y=-¥ (2)- 
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For we may shew as in Art. 243 that the straight lines 
denoted by (2) are the only straight lines through the centre 
which meet neither (1) nor its conjugate. Hence th^se straight 
lines are the asymptotes by Art. 258. 

Or the same conclusion may be obtained thus : the original 

equation to the hyperbola is -^ — ^ ^ 1, and that to the two 

asymptotes -5 — tt = 0. If by substituting for x and y their 

values in terms of the new co-ordinates x and y, and sup- 
pressing accents on the variables, the former equation is 

reduced to -77 — ^75 = 1, the latter must become, by the same 

substitution, -« — ^ == 0. 

a 

261. To find the equation to the hyperbola referred to the 
asymptotes as axes. 



f • 



Let CX, CY be the original axes ; CX\ GT the new 
axes, so that GX' and GY' are inclined to GX on opposite 

sides of it at an angle a such that tan a = - • Let x, y be 

a 

the co-ordinates of a point P referred to the old axes ; x\ y' 

the co-ordinates of the same point referred* to the new axes. 

Draw PM' parallel to CY\ and PM and M'N each parallel 

to GY. Then 

x=CM=^GN+NM^{x' + y')co8a. 

So y == PM= {y — a?') sin a. 

Also cos a = -TT-a-T-ToT , sin a = ,.,,.-,. ; substitute these 
values in the equation a'y' — Vx^ = — a'i' ; 

then aViy'-^xy^aViy' + xy^-^a'b'ia' + ff^, 

, , a^ + V 

or «y=--i— > 
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or, suppressing the accents, xy = 



4 • 




The equation to the conjugate hyperbola referred to the 

a* 4- J* ^ 

same axes is (Art. 242) a^ = — . 

262. To find the equation to the tangent at any point of an 
hyperbola when the curve is referred to its a^symptotes as axes. 

Let x', y' be the co-ordinates of the point ; x\ y* the co- 
ordinates of an adjacent point on the curve. The equation to 
the secant through these points is 



y-2^=?f^^(^-®0 



X —x 



(1). 



Since {x, y') and {x\ j/') are points on the hyperbola 

therefore x''y' = xy\ 






^ ' X 

Hence (1) may be written y — ^ = ;; « (a? — a;'), 

t X " "■" X 
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or y-y' = -~7(aj-a?')* 



Now in the limit x" =^x* ; hence the equation to the tan- 
gent at the point (a?', y) is 

y-y'^-iifc-ar, (2). 

This equation may be simplified ; multiply by x\ thus 

yx +xy =2a?y =— 2~* 



263. To find where the tangent at {w\ y') meets the axis 
of X put y « in the equation yx + xy = — ^ — ; 

thus fl; = — -7-= — f-^2x. 

Similarly to find where the tangent cuts the axis of y put 
a: = Omthe equation; thus yg= ^ , = — 7-=2y, 

^•1/ X 

Thus the product of the intercepts = 4fxy = a' + h\ The 
area of the triangle contained between the tangent at any 
point and the asymptotes is equal to the product of the 
intercepts into half the sine of the included angle 

= J (a" + J*) sin 2 X = (a* + &*) sin a cos a = oJ, 

and is therefore constant 

Since the tangent at {x\ y') cuts off intercepts 2x\ 2y , from 
the axes of x and y respectively, the portion of the tangent at 
any point intercepted between the asymptotes is bisected at 
the point of contact. 

Polar Egimtion. 

264. To find the polar equation to the hyperbola^ the 
focus being the pole. 

Let HP=^r, AEP=^e\ (see figure to Art. 209) ; 

then flP= ePN, by definition ; 
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that is, HP=e(OH+HM)) 

or r = a (e* - 1) + er cos (tt - 6), (Art. 212) ; 
therefore r (1 + e cos ^ = a (e* — 1), 

1 + e COS ^ V 

If we denote the angle XHPhj 0, then we have as before 

HP--e{OH+EM); 
thus r = a (e* — 1) +er cos ^, 

a^d r^p^^ (2). 

1 — e COS ^ ^ ' 

We may also proceed thus : in the figure to Art. 218 
suppose 8P=^r and PSH=0: then SP^ePIT, 

that is, SP=e (>Sfif - 8E') ; 

or r^er cos ^ — a (e* — 1) ; 

therefore r (e cos ^ — 1) = a (e* — 1), 

and r = — ^ ^ \ (3), 

e cos ^ — 1 ^ '^ 

265. As in Art. 205 it may be shewn that the polar 
equation to a chord subtending at the focus an angle 2fi is 

I 

tf S3 ■ 

6 COS ^ + sec fi cos (a— ^ 

o— )8 and a + /8 being respectively the vectorial angles of the 
straight lines which join the focus to the ends of the chord, 
and Tthe semi-latus rectum. 

Hence the polar equation to the tangent is 

I 



r = 



e cos + cos (a — ^) * 



266. The polar equation to the hyperbola, the centre 
being the pole, is (Art. 206) 

r"(a»sin'd- 5« cos'^) =-a»6l 

Arts. 207, 208 are applicable to the Hyperbola. 



22Q 



TRACING THE HYPERBOLA. 



267. It will be a good exercise to trace the form, of the 
hyperbola from any of the polar equations of Art. 264. Take 
for example the equation (1) ; suppose ^ = 0, then r = a (e — 1) ; 
we must therefore measure off the length a(e—V) on the initial 
line from the pole ^, and thus obtain the point A as one of 
the points -of the curve.- • . 



TT 



As 9 increases from to ^ we see from (1) that r increases; 



TT 



cos is negative when is greater than -^ and r continues to 

increase. Let a be such an angle that 1+e cos a = 0, that is, 

1 
cos a=s -r- - , then the nearer approaches to a the greater r 

becomes, and by taking near enough to a, we may make r 
as.gteat as we please. Thus as increases from to a that 
portion of the curve is traced out which begins at A and passes 
on through Pto an indefinite distance from the origin. 

When is greatier than a, r is negative; and is at first in- 
definitely great aiid diminishes as increases from a to tt. 
Since r is negative we measure it in the direction opposite to 




that we should lise if it were positive. Thus as increases 
from a to TT that portion of the curve is traced out which 



J 
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begins at an indefinite distance from G in the lower left-hand 
quadrant, and passes on through Q to A', HA' is found by 
putting 6 = IT in (1) ; then r becomes — a (e + 1), therefore 
HA' is in length = a (e + 1). 

As increases fron^ ir to 27r —a, r. continues negative and 
numerically increases, and may be made as great as we please 
by taking 6 sufficiently near to 27r — a. Thus the branch of 
the curve is traced out which begins at A* and passes on 
through Q' to an indefinite distance. 

As increases from 27r — a to 27r, r is again positive, and 
is at first indefinitely great and then diminishes. Thus the 
portion of the curve is traced out which begins at an indefi- 
nitely great distance from Cm the lower right-hand quadrant 
and passes on through P' to A. 

The asymptotes CL and CL' are inclined to the transverse 

^xis at an angle of which the tangent is - ; hence we have 

COS LGA = -y—i — la^ = - 9 and cos LOA' = ; that is, 

V(a + o) e e ' 

LCA'==a. Thus as approaches the value a the radius 

vector approaches to a position parallel to CL. Similarly as 

approaches the value 2-77 — a the radius vector approaches 

to a position parallel to CL\ 



• 

Equilateral or Rectangular Hyperbola, 

268, If in the equation to the ellipse o?y^ + 6V = a'6^, 
we suppose 6 = a, we obtain a?* + y* = a*, which is the equation 
to a circle ; go that the circle may be considered a particular 
case of the ellipse. If in the equation to the hyperbola 
ay — Vx* = -- a*6^ we suppose 6 = a, we have y^ — a;* = — a*. 
We thus obtain an hypeirbola which is called the equilateral 
hyperbola from the equality of the ax^s. Since the angle 

between the asymptotes, which = 2 tan"* - , becomes a right 

a 

angle when 6 = a, the equilateral hyperbola is also called the 

recton^i^Zar hyperbola. 
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The peculiar properties of the rectangular hyperbola can 
be deduced from those of the ordinary hyperbola by making 
6 = a. Thus since b* = a* (e* — 1) we have e* — 1 = 1, there- 
fore e = V2. The equation to the tangent is (Art 220) 

yy' — xx' = — a\ 
From Art. 227 PG = P(?' = ^{rr'). 

The equation to the conjugate hyperbola is, by Art. 242, 
^ — aj« = a\ Thus the conjugate hyperbola is the same curve 
as the original hyperbola, though differently situated. 

By Art. 248, 0?= CD, and therefore by Art. 259, CP 
and OJ) are equally inclined to the asymptotes. 



EXAMPLES. 

1. The radius of a circle which touches an hyperbola and 
its asymptotes is equal to that part of the latus rectum which 
is intercepted between the curve and asymptote. 

2. A straight line drawn through one of the vertices of an 
hyperbola and terminated by two straight lines drawn through 
the other vertex parallel to the asymptotes will be bisected at 
the other point where it cuts the. hyperbola. 

3. If a straight line be drawn from the focus of an hy- 
perbola the part intercepted between the curve and the 

asymptote =— : — ji, where and a are the angles made 

•^ ^ sma + sm^ ° 

xespectively by the straight line and asymptote with the axis. 

4. PQ is one of a series of chords inclined at a constant 
angle to the diameter AB of a circle : find the locus of the 
point of intersection of AP and B Q. 

5. P is a point in a branch of an hyperbola, P' is a point 
in a branch of its conjugate^ CP, GP\ being conjugate semi- 
diameters. If 8y S' be the interior foci of the two branches, 
prove that the difference of SP and flfP* is equal to the dif- 
ference oi AC and BO. 
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6. lix,y be co-ordinates of any point of an hyperbola, 
shew that we may assume a;=: a sec ^, y = 6 tan 0. 

7. A straight line is drawn parallel to the axis of y meet* 

ing the hyperbola -j — p =1, and its conjugate, at points P, Qi 

shew that the normals at P and Q intersect each other on the 
axis of X. Shew also that the tangents at P and Q intersect 
on the curve whose equation is y* (ay — Va?) = 4iV. 

8. Tangents to an hyperbola are drawn from any point in 
one of the branches of the conjugate : shew that the chord of 
contact will touch the other branch of the conjugate. 

Find the equation to the radii from the centre to the points 
of contact of the two tangents, and if these radii are at right 
angles, shew that the co-ordinates of the point from which the 
tangents are drawn are 

9. Two tangents to a parabola include an angle a : shew 
IbiUt the locus of their point of intersection is an hyperbola 
w|ph the same focus and directi'ix. 

I |\10. Shew under what limitation the proposition in Exam- 
ple 30 of Chapter x. is true for the hyperbola. 

11. The ratio of the sines of the angles made by a diameter 
of Wn hyperbola with the asymptotes is equal to the ratio of 
the sines of the angles made by the conjugate diameter. 

12. With two conjugate diameters of an ellipse as asymp- 
totes a pair of conjugate hyperbolas is constructed : prove that 
if one hyperbola touch the ellipse the other will do so like- 
wise : prove also that the diameters drawn through the points 
of contact are conjugate to each other. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

GENERAL EQUATION OF THE SECOND DEGREE. 

269. We shall now shew that every locus represented 
by an equation of the second degree is one of those which 
we have already discussed, that is, is one of the following : 
a point, a straight line, two straight lines, a circle, a parabola, 
an ellipse, or an hyperbola. 

The general equation of the second degree may be written 

ao? + hxy + c^" -^-dx-^-ey +/== ; 

we shall suppose the axes rectangular; if the axes were 
oblique we might transform the equation to one referred to 
rectangular a;xes, and as such a transformatioi^ cannot affect 
the degree of the equation (Art. 87), the transformed equation 
will still be of the form given above. 

If the curve passes through the origin /= ; if the curve 
does twit pass through the origin / is not = 0, we may there- 
fore divide by /and thus the equation will take the form 

270. We shall begin by investigating the possibility of 
removing from the equation the terms involving the first 
power of the variables. 

Transfer the origin of co-ordinates to the point (A, A) by 
putting 0? = aj' + A, y = y ' + A;, and substituting these values 
of X and y in the equation 

aic' + 6a?y+cy* + cZaj + ey +/=0 (1); 

thus we obtain 

oa?'* + hsiy* + cy'* + (2aA + 6A; + (Z) a?' + (2ci + 6A + 6) y' 

+/ = (2), 

where f = ah^-\- hhk + cA' + dh + ek +/. (3). 
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Now, if possible, let such values be assigned to A and k as 
will make the coefficients of x and y' vanish ; that is, let 

2aA + i&^H-d = 0, and 2c/fc + 6A + c = 0; 

It will therefore be possible to assign suitable values to h 
jEuid k, provided 6' — 4ac be not = 0. 

We shall see that the loci represented by the general equa- 
tion of the second degree may be separated into two classes, 
those which have a centre, and those which in general have 
not a centre, and that in the former case 6* — 4ac is not zero, 
and in the latter case it is zero. We shall first consider the 
case in which b^—4iac is not zero, and consequently the values 
found above for h and k are finite. 

Equation (2) thus becomes 

oa?'" + 6a;y + ct^'^ +/' = (4). 

Now if (4) is satisfied by any values x^, y^ of the variables, 
it is also satisfied by the values —oc^t ^Vv Hence the new 
origin of co-ordinates is the centre of the locus represented 

by (1). 

Thus if V — 4ac be not = 0, the locus represented by (1) 
has a centrey and its co-ordinates are h and k, the values of 
which are given above. 

The value off may be found by substituting the values of 
h and k in (3) ; the process may be facilitated thus : we have 

2aA + JA 4- d = 0, 2ck + bh + e = 0; 

multiply the first of these equations by h, and the second by 
k, and add ; thus 2ah^+2ck'' + 2bkh'\-dh + ek=0, 

or 2/-dA-ei-2/=0; 

therefore / =/+ — ^ /+ y_^^ 

We shall retain/' for shortness. 

T.C.S. 15 
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271. We may suppress the accents on the variables in 
equation (4) of the preceding Article and write it 

ax^ + hayy-\-cy'-{-f = Q (5). 

This equation we shall further simplify by changing the 
directions of the axes. (Art. 81.) 

Put a? = a;' cos ^'-y'sin^, y=aj'Bind+y' cos^, and sub- 
stitute in (5) ; thus 

a?'' (a cos'^ + c sin' ^ + 6 sin 6 cos ff) 

+ y'^ {a sin' ^ + c cos* — h^mO cos 6) 
+a?y{2(c-a)sin5cosd+i(cos'^-sin'^)}+/' = 0...(6). 

Equate the coefficient of x*y to zero ; thus 

2 {c-a) sin cos ^ + 6 (cos' ^- sin" ^) =0, 

or (c- a) sin25 + 6 cos 2^ = ; 

therefore tan 20 = (7) . 

Since can always be found so as to satisfy (7), the term 
involving xy can be removed from (6), and the equation 
becomes 

a?" (a cos' 5 + c sin' ^ + J sin 5 cos 6) 

+ y" (a sin' 5 + c cos'^-& sin^ cos 8) +/ = 0, 

or u4a;" + J?y" +/' = (8), 

where -4 = ^ {a + c + (a — c) cos 2^ + J sin 2^}, 

■B = ^ {a + c - (a - c) cos 2^ - 6 sin 2^}. 

I 



Since tan 2^ = 



a — c 



cos 2^ = .,,a . / NaT > ^^d sin 2^ =— ttiI — 7 ^ • 

VI* + (a - c)'} VI* + (a - c) } 

Hence A-^\\_a^-c-\- V{i" + (a - c)'}], 

£ = i[a + c-.Vl6'+(«-c)'}]. 
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We may suppress the accents on the variables in (8) and 

write it — -^r a? — :^,y* = l. 
J J 

(1) If A, JB, and/' have the same sign, the locus is im- 
possible. 

(2) If A and B have the same sign and/' have the con- 
trary sign, the locus is an ellipse of which the semi-axes are 
respectively 

y(-^). andy/(-^). (Art. 160.) 

The locus is of course a circle it A = B. 

(3) If A and B have different signs, the locus is an 
hyperbola. (Art. 211.) 

We have supposed in these three cases that/' is not =0; 
if/' = 0, and A and B have the same sign the locus is the 
origin ; if/'= 0, and A and B have different signs the locus 
consists of two straight lines represented by 



2' = ±\/(~^)''" 



From the values of A and B we see that 

^^- 4 4~ • 

Hence A and B have the same sign or different signs 
according as i* — 4ac is negative or positive. 

272. Hence we have the following summary of the results 
of the preceding Articles of this Chapter. The equation 

ax^ + hxy + ct/"+ da? + ey +/= 

represents an ellipse if h^-^itac be negative, subject to three 
exceptions in which it represents respectively a circle, a point, 
and an impossible locus. If V — 4ac be positive, the equation 
represents an hyperbola subject to one exception when it 
represents two intersecting straight lines. 

273. We may notice that the equation found in Art. 271, 

15—2 
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tan 20 = , has an infinite number of solutions ; for if 2a 

a — c 

be one value of 20 which satisfies the equation, then if 

2^ = 2a + nir, where n is any integer, the equation will be 

satisfied. But these different solutions will all give the same 

position for the axes. For the values of are comprised in 

the expression a + — , and by ascribing different values to 

n we obtain a series of angles each differing from a by a 

multiple of ^, and the only changes that will arise from 

selecting different values of n are that the axis of a? in one 
case may occupy the position of the axis of y in another and 
vice versd, or the positive and negative directions of the axes 
may be interchanged. 

The radical in the value of cos 20 and of sin 20 in Art. 271 
may have either sign ; but the sign must be the same in both 

in order that the relation tan 20 = may hold. 

a — c "^ 

274. It appears from the former part of Art. 271, that by 
turning the axes through an angle the equation 

aa? + ban/ + cy* +/' = 
becomes a V + Vxy' + dy^ +/' = 0, 

where a; ^Wa-^o-^ria-c) cos 2d + 6 sin 26^}, 

J'= (c-a)sin2d + Jcos2d, 
(i — \{a-\-c—{a — c) cos 2d- J sin 2d}. 

Hence a ^-c ^a^-c^ and 

S" - 4a c' = {(c - a) sin 2d -f 6 cos 2d}' 

-(a + c)'+{(a-c)cos2d + Jsin2^}* 

= (a-c)* + J«-(a + c)' = J»-4ac. 

Thus the expression J' — 4ac has the same value whether it 
be formed from the coefficients of the general equation of the 
second degree hefore or after the axes have been shifted. 

The same remark applies to the expression a^-c. 
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Hence we conclude that if the curve represented by the 
general equation ax^ +ban/ + cy^ + dx + ey +f= be a rect- 
angular hyperbola, a + c = ; for if the curve were referred 
to its transverse and conjugate diameters as axes this relation 
would hold, and therefore, as we have just seen, it must 
always hold whatever be the axes. 

275. We have next to consider the case in which 5' — 4ac 
is zero. We cannot now as in Art. 270 remove the terms 
involving the first power of the variables from the general 
equation, but we can still simplify the equation as in Art. 271, 
by changing the direction of the axes. 

Let the equation be 

aa? -{-hxy + cy^ + dx + ey +f=0 (1) ; 

put x = x' cos d—y sin 0, y = a?' sin B-Vy cos 6^ 

then (1) becomes 

a?'* (a cos* 6 + c sin' 5 + J sin ^ cos 0) 

+y'* (a sin* ^ + c cos* ^ — 6 sin ^ cos 0) 
+ a?y{2(c-a)sin^cose + J(cos*tf-sin*5)} 
+ a;'((fcos^ + esin^)+y'(6cos^-(fsin^)+/=0 (2). 

Now let tan 2^= , then the coefficient of x'y in (2) 

vanishes, and as in Art. 271 the coefficients of x'^ and y'^ are 
J[a + c ± V((»— c)'+ ^*}]« O^® ^^ these coefficients must 

therefore vanish since their product is — -j — , which, by 

hypothesis, = ; suppose the coefficient of a?'* = 0, thus, by 
suppressing accents on the variables, (2) may be written 

Cy^ + Dx + Ey+f=-0 (3). 

If D be not = 0, this may be written 

and thus the locus is a parabola. (Art. 125.) 

If 2) = 0, then (3) represents two parallel straight lines, or 
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one straight line, or an impossible locus, according as -E^ is 
greater, equal to, or less than 4tCf. 

Hence if V -r- 4iac = the equation 

aa?' + bxy + ct/' + dx + ey +/= 

represents a parabola subject to three exceptions, in which it 
represents respectively two parallel straight lines, one straight 
line, and an impossible locus. 

By combining this result with those stated in Art. 272, 
we have a complete account of the general equation of the 
second degree. 

276. We have shewn in Art. 270, that when J* — 4ac is 
not = 0, the general equation of the second degree represents 
a central curve; we shall now prove that when J' — 4ac = 
the curve has not a centre etccept when the locus consists of 
two parallel straight lines. 

If a curve of the second degree have the origin of co-ordinates 
for its centre, iio term involving the first power of either of the 
variables alone can eadst in the equation. 

For if possible suppose that the origin of co-ordinates is 
the centre of the curve 

ax^ + bay + cy* + dx + ey +f= (1), 

and let x^, y^ be the co-ordinates of a point on the curve, and 
therefore — x^, — y^ co-ordinates of another point on the curve; 
substitute successively in (1), then 

ax^ + ^^iVx + cy^ + dx^ + ey^+f= 0, 
aa?," + bx^y^ + cy^ - dx^ - ey^ +/= ; 
therefore, by subtraction, 

2(da?, + 6y,)=:0 (2). 

Now unless d and e both vanish, (2) can only be true when 
(a?j, yj lies on the straight line dx-\-ey = 0. But the centre 
of a curve is a point which bisects every chord passing through 
it ; hence the origin of co-ordinates cannot be the centre of 
the curve (1) unless both d and e vanish. 

277. Suppose then that we have an equation 

aa?-\- bxy + cy^ + dx + ey-^f^O (1), 
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in which V — 4tac = 0. Here a and c cannot both be zero, for 
then b would also be zero, and (1) would not be an equation 
of the second degree ; we shall suppose that a is not zero. 
Now if the curve denoted by (I) had a centre, and we took 
that centre as the origin of co-ordinates, the terms involving 
the first power of x and y would vanish by Art. 276. But from 
Arts. 270 and 274 it follows that when V — 4ac = 0, we cannot 
in general make these terms vanish by changing the origin or 
the axes. The only exception that can arise is when the nume- 
rators in the values of h and k in Art. 270 vanish, so that the 
values of A and k become indeterminate, and the two equations 
for determining them reduce to one ; see Algebra, Chapter XV. 

We have then 2ae — Jcf = 0, so that e = o~ • Hence, by sub- 
stituting for c and e, the equation (1) becomes 

ax'+bxy+^ + dx + ^^y+f^O, 

that is, a^x + ^\d(x + ^+f=0.: (2). 

Equation (2) will furnish two values of a?+^, so that if 

these values are possible the locus consists of two parallel 
straight lines. In this case any point on the straight line 
which is parallel to these two and midway between them will 
be a centre. 

Thus the result enunciated in the beginning of Art. 276 
is demonstrated. . 

278. We may observe that relations similar to those 
obtained in Art. 274 hold when the axes of co-ordinates are 
oblique. For suppose the equation 005* + Jajy + cy* +/' = 
to be referred to rectangular axes, and let the axes be trans- 
formed into an oblique system inclined at an angle © ; sup- 
pose moreover that the new axis of x coincides with the old 
axis of X. We have then to put (Art. 84) 

a? = a?' +y cos w, y=y' sin © ; 

substitute these values in the above equation and it becomes 

aV»+jvy+cy'+/=o, 
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where a = a, 

V = 2a cos ft) + 5 sin ft), 

c' = a cos" ft) + & siu ft) cos o) + c sin' ft) ; 
thus 6'* — 4a'c' = (6* — idc) sin* ft), 

and a' + c' — 6' cos ft) = (a + c) sin' ft) ; 

so that — r-2 = 6' — 4ac, 

sin ft) 

J a -{-c' — b' cos ft) 

and 7-^j =sa + c, 

sin* ft) 

Therefore, by means of Art. 274, we conclude that for 

any system of axes, rectangular or oblique, the expressions 

i'' — 4a c' J a +c ^V cos ft) . . i i ii. 

— ;— 5 and r-5 remam unchanged when the 

sm*ft) sm*ft) ® 

axes are changed. 

These results are very important, because as we have seen, 
the durve will in general be an ellipse,* parabola, or hyper- 
bola according as the former expression is negative, zero, or 
positive ; and a rectangular hyperbola if the latter expression 
be zero. 

These results may be obtained by another method, which 
will be found instructive. Suppose that the axes of x and y 
are inclined at an angle \; and let us determine the points of 
intersection of the curve 

ax^ + bxy + cf=^g (1), 

and the circle 

a;' + 2a?ycosX + 3/' = r' (2). 

Combining (1) and (2) we obtain 

g (a?' + 2xr/ cos \ + ^ ) = r' (oaj' + bxy + cy^) ; 
that is (jr — r'a)aj* + (25rcos\ — r'J) a;y+(5r — r*c)y = 0. 

This is a quadratic equation for finding - . Solving the 

X 

quadratic we find that the expression under the radical 
sign is 

r* (i' — 4ac) — 4^r^g (6 cos \ — a — c) — ig^ sin' X. 
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If this expression vanishes the two values of - are equal ; 

this indicates that the circle (2) touches the curve (1) : and 
hence we may draw the important inference that the squares 
of the semi-axes of the curve (1) are numerically equal to 
the values of r* given by the equation 

46' — 4ac , , 6cos\ — a — c . • ^ ,m. 

Now suppose the axes of co-ordinates transformed into 
another system inclined at the angle X', and let (1) become 

then the quadratic equation 

^■'^^-*'- /'°°l-'/-" -^-o (a) 

has the same geometrical meaning as (4), and the roots will 
therefore be the same. Hence (4) and (5) must coincide, 
and therefore 

6'~4ao _ 6^-4aV . 

sin^X - sin^V ^^^' 

J tcosX — a — c 6'cosV — a'— c' ,^-. 

and -r-i^; = . 8^, (7). 

In fact if we divide — 4!g^ by either member of (6) we obtain 
the numerical value of the product of the squares of the semi- 
axes of the curve. Similarly if we divide 4ig times either 
member of (7) by the corresponding member of (6) we obtain 
the numerical value of the sum or of the difference of the 
squares of the semi-axes, according as the curve is an eUipse 
or an hyperbola. 

279. We shall now shew how to trace a curve of the 
second degree from its equation without transformation of 
co-ordinates; the axes may be supposed oblique or rect- 
aDgular. 

Let the equation be 

ax^ + hxt/ + cy^ + dx + ey +f==0 (1). 
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Solve the equation with respect to y ; thus 



2c -2c 



(1.% A^^ \ 



= ax + fi±' 



6* — 4ac 



4c^ 



4 



(a:'+2pa? + j)^ (3), 



, b r, e he — ^cd c' — 4c/ 

where « = --, ^ = -j^, P = iT^r^, 2=fcrr4^- 

I. Suppose J' — 4ac negative, and write — /jl for — 7-^p- ; 

thus (3) becomes 

y-ouc + l3± {- fi {a? -{• 2px -r q)}^ (4). 

Now x^ + 2px + q = {x+p)'^ + q--p^; if then J — p* be 

I)ositive, the quantity under the radical is negative and the 
ecus impossible ; if q ^jf — 0, the locus is the point deter- 
mined by a; = — jp, y^ax-h fi; if j —p^ be negative, we may- 
put (x + pY +q -p^ = {x+p + ^{p^ - q)} {x+p '- A^ip^ - q)} 
= (a? — 7) {x — B) suppose ; and thus (4) may be written 

y==ax + fi± {-fJt'ix-y) {x-S)]^ (5). 

Since (x — 7) (ic — S) is positive, except when x lies between 
7 and S, the values of y in (5) are real only so long as x lies 
between 7 and S. Moreover y is always /m^e, and thus the 
curve represented by (5) is limited in every direction. 

Since we know from our previous investigations that (5) 
must represent one of the curves enumerated in Art. 269, it 
follows that it must represent an ellipse. 

From the form of equation. (5) we see that the chords 
parallel to the axis of y are bisected by the straight line 

y==ax + l3 (6). 

For let there be two points on the curve (5) having the 
common abscissa x^, and the ordinates y', y", respectively; and 
let y^ be the corresponding ordinate of (6), 
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then y^ = ax^ + /8, 

y = a^, + y3 + {-A*(a?i-7)(^i"-8)}^ 

Thus yi = i(y+,y")5 ^^d therefore the point (a^^, yj lies 
midway between the points {x^y y) and (a?^, y"). 




In the figure DCD* represents the straight line y=aa?+)9 ; 
the abscissae of Z)' and D are 7 and S respectively ; supposing 
^ greater than 7. The centre G is midway between D' and 
D\ its abscissa is therefore ^(7 + 8). The equation to the 
curve will give the ordinates of i>', 2), G\ Q. Since QQ* is' 
parallel to the chords which IfB bisects, DIf and OGr are 
conjugate diameters. QOr is a known Quantity since the 
ordinates of Q and & are known. DB is also a known 
quantity since the abscissae and ordinates of D and If are 
known. The angle between QQ' and DIf is known from 
the equation to BV ; the axes of the ellipse may tl^refore be 
found (Arts. 193, 195). 
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II. Suppose J* — ^ac positive ; put /i for — ^-^ — ; thus 

equation (3) becomes 

y = aaj + /3±{/A(aj»+2;)a; + 2)}^ (7). 

Now x*-^2px+q = (a?+p)'+ q—p^; if then gr — p' be posi- 
tive, the quantity under the radical is always positive, what- 
ever positive or negative value be assigned to x. The curve 
therefore extends to infinity. Also it may be shewn as before, 
that the straight line y =^ax + fi is a diameter of the curve ; 
but it never meets the curve, because the quantity a?+ 2.px-{-q 
or (a;+|?)'+ J— i>' cannot vanish. Hence the curve consists 
of two uncounected branches extending to infinity, and is 
therefore an hyperbola. 

If J — jp' = 0, (7) becomes y = aa? + )8 + V/* (a? +^). 

The locus now consists of two intersecting. straight lines. 

If J — jt?" be negative we may as before write (7) in the 

form y =: ax + fi ± {fi(pc- 7) (a? — 8)}* Hence x may have 
any value, positive or negative, except those between 7 and S ; 
thus the curve consists of two unconnected branches extending 
to infinity, and is therefore an hyperbola. 

We shall be assisted in drawing an example of this case 
by ascertaining the position of the asymptotes. 

The equation to the -curve is 

y=:ax + ^±{fi{x^ + 2px + q)}^; 

therefore y = aaJ + i8±a;VMfl + -^4-^) . 

Expand by the Binomial Theorem ; thus 

y = aa; + )8±ajV/*|l+i^^ + j) + &cj 

= ax+ ^±js/fi(x +p) +'&c. 

The tQrms included in the &c. involve negative powers of 
X, and may therefore be made as small as we please by suf- 
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ficiently increasing x ; hence from the nature of an asymptote 
the required equations to the asymptotes are 

i/=^ax + ^ + A/fi{x + p), and y ^ ax + 13 — /s/fM {x+p). 

Hence we can draw the asymptotes, and therefore the axes, 
for they bisect the angles between the asymptotes. The 
intersection of the asymptotes is the centre, and thus tlie 
situation and form of the hyperbola are known. 

"We may observe that the tangent of the angle between 
the asymptotes is, by Art. 41, 

l + a— /x 14- a— /It 
substitute for a and u, their values and we obtain — . 

The expression q^p^^^- . (y,4ac)« 'y 

this vanishes when (e' — 4c/) (6' — 4ac) — {he — 2cd)^ = 0, and 
therefore when {V — 4ac)/+ ae' + cdP — bed = ; so that if this 
relation holds the locus represented by (1) consists of two 
intersecting straight lines. 

We have . hitherto supposed that c is not zero, and as 
1? — 4ac cannot be negative if c be zero, it was not necessary 
to advert to the possibility of c being zero while considering 
the first case. But as c may be zero consistently with h* — 4ac 
being positive, we must now examine the consequences of 
supposing c zero. 

The equation (1) may be solved with respect to x instead 
of with respect to y. Hence it will be found on investigation 
that the results hitherto obtained, when 6" — 4&ac is positive, 
are certainly true provided that a and c are not both zero; the 
latter case requires further examination. Suppose then a = 
and c = ; thus (1) becomes bxy + dx + ey +/= ; by chang- 
ing the origin this can be put in the form bxy +/' = 0, 

where/' =-^^-T — ; the curve is therefore an hyperbola with 

the new axes for its asymptotes, except when bf— de = 0, and 
then it becomes two intersecting straight lines. When a = 
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and c = 0, the expression (6* — 4iac)f+ a^ + cd^ — hed reduces 
to I (bf— de) ; thus we conchide that when 6* — 4ac is positive 
the equation (1) always represents an hyperbola, except when 
(J2_ 4ac)/+ ae* + cd^ — hed = 0, and then it represents two in- 
tersecting straight lines. 

III. Suppose V — 4iac = 0, then (2) becomes 

which may be written y = aa? + /8 ± ^ (p'x + q) % 

where « = -4' ^ = ^4' 

y = 2(Je-2c(Z), q'^^^-icf. 

lip be positive, the expression under the radical is posi- 
tive or negative, according as x is algebraically greater or less 

than — ^ ; if p be negative, the statement must be reversed. 

In both cases the curve extends to infinity in one direction 
only and is therefore a parabola. 

The straight line y^ax-\- ^ is a diameter, bisecting all 
ordinates parallel to the axis of y, and meeting the parabola 

/a 

If p = 0, the equation becomes y = oca? + /8 ± -^ ; this 

equation represents two parallel straight lines if q is positive, 
and one straight line if j' = ; if j' is negative, the locus is 
impossible. 

"We have hitherto supposed in considering the third case 
that c is not zero ; if c = 0, then 6 = 0, since 1/ — 4ac = ; 
hence a and c cannot both be zero, for the equation (1) is 
supposed to be of the second degree. As before, we may 
solve equation (1) with respect to x, and thus determine the 
peculiarities which occur when c=0. We have found for 
example when c is not zero, that the locus will consist of 



at the point for which a? =— , . 
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two parallel straight lines, when le — 2cd = 0, and e^ — 4c/' is 
positive ; in like manner, if a be not zero, we can shew that 
the locus will consist of two parallel straight lines when 
hd — 2ae = 0, and d^ — 4&af is positive. By means of the re- 
lation V — 4ac = 0, it is easily shewn that the second form 
of the conditions coincides with the first when a and c are 
both different from zero: When a = the first is the neces- 
sary form of the conditions, but we see that the second form 
will then also hold. When c = the second is the necessary 
form, though the first will then also hold. Hence we shall 
include every case by stating that both forms of the conditions 
must hold. 

Similarly the conditions under which the locus will con- 
sist of one straight line, or will be impossible, may be in- 
vestigated. 

280. We will recapitulate the results of the present 
Chapter with respect to the locus of the equation 

ao^ + hxy -f cy^ +dx + ey +/= 0, 

I. If 6^ — 4ac be negative, the locus is an ellipse admitting 
of the following varieties : 

h ^ 

(1) o = ay and ^ = cosine of the angle between the axes; 

locus a circle (Art. 104). 

(2) (/ - 4icf) {b^ - iac) - {be - 2cdy positive ; locus im- 
possible. 

(3) {e' - 4c/) (J* - 4ac) - {be - 2cdy = ; locus a point. 

II. If 6* — 4ac be positive, the locus is an hyperbola, 
except when {b^ -- 4ac)/+ ac* + cd^— bde = 0, and then it con- 
sists of two intersecting straight lines. 

III. If b'^ — 4ac = 0, the locus is a parabola, except when 
be'-2cd=0, and bd—2ae = 0; and then it consists of two 
parallel straight lines, or of one straight line, oris impossible, 
according as c" — 4cf and d^ — 4a/ are positive, zero, or 
negative. 
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EXAMPLES. 

1. Find the centre of the curve 

0? — ^xy + 42/* — 2aa? + 4ay = 0. 

2. Find the centre of the ellipse 

J3,(l-f)+cx(l-|) = «y. 

3. Find what is represented by aaj' + 26a;y + cy'=l, 
when V=^ac. 

4. Find the locus of the centre of a circle inscribed in a 
sector of a given circle, one of the bounding radii of the 
sector remaining fixed. 

5. In the side AB of a triangle ABC, any point P is 
taken, and PQ is drawn perpendicular to AU: find the 
locus of the point of intersection of the straight lines BQ 
and GP. 

6. DE is any chord parallel to the major axis AA' of 
an ellipse whose centre is (7; andu4i>and Ci& intersect atP: 
shew that the locus of P is an hyperbola, and find the 
direction of its asymptotes. 

7. Tangents to two concentric ellipses, the directions of 
whose axes coincide, are drawn from a point P, and the 
chords of contact intersect at Q : if the point P always lies 
on a straight line, shew that the locus of Q will be a rect- 
angular hyperbola, 

8. Find what form the result in the preceding Example 
takes when two of the axes whose directions are coincident 
are equal. 

9. Prove that an hyperbola may be described by the 
intersection of two straight lines which move parallel to 
themselves while the product of their distances from a fixed 
point remains constant. 
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10- Two straight lines are drawn from the focus of an 
ellipse including a constant angle ; tangents are drawn ^to the 
ellipse at the points where the straight Tines meet the ellipse : 
find the locus of the intersection of the tangents. 

11. Find the latus rectum of the parabola {y — xf^ax. 

12. Shew that the product of the semi-axes of the ellipse 
/ - 4a7y + ^a? = 2 is 2. 

13. Find the angle between the asymptotes of the hyper- 
bola xy = hx^-\'C. 

14. Find the equation to a parabola which touches the 
axis of a; at a distance a> and cuts the axis of y at distances 
/9, ff from the origin. 

15. If two points be taken in each of two rectangular 
axes, so as to satisfy the condition that a rectangular hyper- 
bola may pass through all the four, shew that the position of 
the hyperbola is indeterminate, and that its centre describes 
a circle which passes through the origin and bisects all the 
straight lines which join the points two and two. 

16. Two straight lines of given lengths coincide with 
and move along two fixed axes in such a manner that a circle 
may always be drawn through their extremities; find the 
locus of the centre of the circle, and shew that it is an equi- 
lateral hyperbola. 

17. A variable ellipse always touches a given ellipse, 
and has a common focus with it ; find the locus of its other 
focus, (1) when the major axis is given, (2) when the minor 
axis is given. 

18. Draw the curve y' — hxy + Qx^ — 14a; + 5y + 4 = 0. 

19. Draw the curve a^ -h y' — 3 (a; + y) — ^ry = 0. 

20. Find the nature and position of the curve 

y' - 8a^ + 25aj' + 6cy - 42ca? + 9c' = 0. 

21. The equation to a conic section is cux? + 26a?y + cy* = 1 : 
shew that the equation to its axes is a?y (a — c) = 6 (a?* — y*), 

T. c. a 16 
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22. The locus of the vertices of all similar triangles Whose 
bases are parallel chords of a parabola will in general be 
another parabola; but if any one of the triangles touch the 
parabola with its sides, the locus becomes a straight line. 

23. A series of circles pass through a given point O, 
have their centres in a straight line OA, and meet another 
straight line BG. Let M be the point at which one of the 
circles meets the straight line OA again, and let N be either 
of the points at which this circle meets BG. From M and 
N straight lines are drawn parallel to BG and OA respec- 
tively, intersecting at P; shew that the locus of P is an 
hyperbola which becomes a parabola when the two straight 
lines are at right angles. 

24. The chord of contact of two tangents to a parabola 
subtends an angle fi at the vertex; shew that the locus of 
their point of intersection is an hyperbola whose asymptotes 
are inclined to the axis of the parabola at an angle <j> such 
that tan ^ = J tan /3. 

25. Determine the locus of the middle points of the 
chords of the curve ax"" + 2bxt/ + c/ + 2ex + 2f(/'{-g = 0, which 
are parallel to the straight line a; sin ^ — iy cos ^ = ; and hence 
find the position of the principal axes of the curve. 

26. Shew that the equation {x^ - ay + Q/^ - ay = a* re- 
presents two ellipses, 

27. AB and AG are given in position, and BG is of 
constant length : shew that if FB and PG be drawn making 
any constant angle with AB and AG the locus of P is an 
ellipse. 

28. A number of parabolas whose axes are parallel have 
a common tangent at a given point : shew that if parallel 

• tangents be drawn to all the parabolas the points of contact 
will lie on a straight line passing through the given point. 

29. If on one of the longer sides of a rectangle as major 
axis an ellipse be described which passes through the inter- 
section of the diagonals, and straight lines be drawn from 
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any point of that part of the ellipse which is external to 
the rectangle to the ektremities of the remote side, they will 
divide the major axis into segments which are in geometrical 
progression. 

30. A series of ellipses have their equal conjugate dia- 
meters of the same magnitude, one of them being common 
to all while the other varies in position : shew that tangents 
drawn from any point in the fixed diameter produced will 
touch the ellipses at points situated on a circle. 

31. TP, TQ are tangents to a central conic section, and 
the chord FQ is produced to meet the directrices at It and 
If : shew that 

BP.It^P : RQ.RQ :: TP" : TQ\ 

32. In any conic section if PQ, PR make equal angles 
with a fixed chord PK, and QR be joined, shew that QR 
will pass through a fixed point for all positions of PQ, PR. 



16—2 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

MISCELLANEOUS PROPOSITIONS. 

281. We shall give in this Chapter some miscellaneous 
propositions for the most part applicable to all the conui 
sections. 

To find the equation to a conic section, the origin and axes 
being unrestricted in position. 

Let a, h be the co-ordinates of the focus ; and let the 
equation to the directrix be Ax + By +(7=0. The distance 

of any point {x, y) from the focus is {{x — a)* + (y — 6)*}*, and 
the distance of the same point from the directrix is 

Ax'\'By'\- G 

Let e be the excentricity of the conic section ; then if (x, y) 
be a point on the curve, we have, by definition, 

l»-)-H-fa-t)-)'- '%^.%°' ("^ 

therefore («-„)■+ (j _ I)' _i<4£+^+01' (jj. 

We see from (1) that the distance of any point on a conic 
section from the focus can be expressed in terms of the first 
power of the co-ordinates of that point whatever be the origin 
and axes. This is usually expressed by saying the distance 
of any point from the focus is a linear function of the co-ordi- 
iicUes of the point. 

282. It will be seen by examining the equations to the 
conic sections given in the preceding Chapters that any conic 
section may be represented by the equation y' = mx + f?a:*. 
The origin is a vertex of the curve and the axis of x an 
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axis of the curve ; m is the latiis rectum ; in the parabola 
n = ; n is negative in the ellipse and positive in the hy- 
perbola. In the circle m is the diameter of the circle and 
n = — 1. 

283. To find the equation to the tangent at any point of 
a curve of the second degree. 

Let the equation to the curve be 

ax^+ bx^ + cy^ •{• dx + ey +f= (1), 

theaxes being oblique or rectangular. 

Let Xj y be the co-ordinates of the point, 

x'\ y" the co-ordinates of an adjacent point on the curve* 

The equation to the secant through these points is 

y-y'=|^(«'-^') (2). 

Since {x', y) and («", y") are on the curve, 
ax* + hx'y + cy'* + dx' + ey +f= 0, 
ax"* + hx"y" + cy"* + dx" + ey"+f=0', 

therefore a {x* -x'^ + h {x'y" - x'y) + c (y'" - y'*) 

+ d{x"-m') + e(y"-y)=^0, 

or {x" - x) [a {x" + x) + by" + d] 

+ {y"-y')[c{2/"+y') + hx'+e}'=0i 

therefore S? — ^ = / » ■ >[ ■ f^-r-, — • 

x—x c{i/+y)+ox+e 

Hence (2) may be written 

,,_-,' a{ x"+x') + by" + d , ,. 

JN'o'w in the limit x" = x' and y" =y' ; hence the equation 
to the tangent at the point (x', y) is 

iao^ + by+d, ^ 
y-y=- 2cy' + bx' + e ^''-''^- 
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This equation may be simplified ; we have by reduction * 

= y' {2cy + hx + e) + a;' {2ax' + by' + d) 

= 2 {ax"" + hxy' + cy" + dx +ey +/) - dx - ey' - 2/; 

therefore 

y (2cy+bx+e) + x {2aa)' + by' + d) + dx' -{■ ey +2f=0. 

If y= 0, the curve passes through the origin, and the equa- 

d . ' 

tion to the tangent at that point becomes y = — x, which we 

see does not involve the coefficients of x*, ^, OTxy, in the 
equation to the curve. 

The equation to the tangent at any point of (1) may also 
be found in the following manner : 

Let x\ y be the co-ordinates of one point on the curve ; 
and x\ y" the co-ordinates of another point on the curve.. 

The equation to the secant through these points may be 
written 

= a^* + hxy + cif + dx + ey +f. 

For it is obvious that this equation is really of the first 
degree in a and y, and therefore represents some straight line. 
Moreover the equation is satisfied when x = x, and y = y ; 
and also when x==x\ and y = y\ Therefore the equation 
represents. the straight line passing through the poitits {x,y) 
and {x\ y"\ 

Now suppose x' = x\ and y' = y' ; then the secant becomes 
the tangent at the point {x, y), and the equation becomes 

a{x-'xy-\-b(x-x)(y-y) + c{y-yy 

= aa? + bxy + cy^ -Vdx-^-ey +f: 

and by simplifying we obtain the same form as before. 

284. The equation to the normal at the point {x, y") 



CHORDS SUBTENDING A RIGHT ANGLE. 247 

when the curve is expressed by equation (1) of the preceding 
Article and the axes are rectangular, will be ' 

, 2cy ^bx' + e . ,. 
^ ^ 2ax + by + d^ ^ 

285. It may be shewn as in Art. 183, that if from a 
poiut (h, Je) two tangents be drawn to the curve expressed by 
equation (1) of Art. 283, the equation to the chord of contact 
is y (2ck + bh + e) + X {2ah + bk + d) + dh + ek + 2f=0, 

286. AU chords of a conic section which subtend a right 
angle at a given point of the curve intersect on the normal at 
that point. 

Take the given point of the curve as the origin of a sys- 
tem of rectangular axes, and let the equation to the curve be 

aa^ + bxy +ci/' + dx + et/ = * (1). 

The axis of x meets the curve at the points found by 

making y = in the above equation, that is, at the points 

d 
a? = 0, and x = — . Similarly the axis of y meets the curve 

e 
at the origin and also at the point for which y = — - . , 

c 



• XV 

Hence the equation —-7 + -^ = 1 



__ e 
a c 



^ + 'T+l = (2) 

represents the chord joining the points of intersection of the 
axes and curve. 

Also the equation to the normal to the curve at the origin 
is by Art. 284, 

y=|«^ (3). 

Hence (2) and (3) meet at the point whose co-ordinates are 

"~" d ■•" e 

— ; — f — ; — , and whose distance from the origin is thcre- 
a-\-c a + c ® 

fore ^^M!±^. 
a + c 
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Now change the directions of the axes preserving the same 
origin ; the equation (1) will then become 

ax '\-oxy -{-cy •\-(ix -bey =0. 

Also it appears from Arts. 274 and 275, that 

a+c-=^a + c, ejiddr' + e^ = d' + e\ 

Hence the normal at the origin will meet the new chord 
at the same distance from the origin as it met the original 
chord, that is, will meet it in the same point Since this is 
true whatever be the directions of the axes, it follows that all 
the chords intersect at the same point. 

287. By comparing Arts. 154, 204, and 264, we see that 
the polar equation to any conic section, the focus being the 

pole and the initial line the axis, is r= z yz, where 

^ ' l + 6COSd' 

I = half the latus rectum. 

We shall use this in proving the following proposition : 

The semi-latus rectum "of any conic section is an harmonic 
mean between the segments^iade by the focus of any focal chord 
of that conic section. 

Let ASP = e, see figure to Art. 158 ; 

therefore 8P=^r: — ■. r, . 

l + e cos u ' 

Suppose PS produced to meet the curve again at F ; 

I 



therefore >SP' = 



l + ecos(7r+d)' 



therefore V , 1 _ l + gcosg 1-ecosg 2 
therefore ^,^+-gP ^ + ^ = -, 

which proves the proposition. 

288. The polar equation to the tangent to a conic sec- 
tion, the focus being the pole and the initial line the axis, is 
(Art. 205) 

-=ecos^ + cos(a — ^) (1), 

where a is the argular co-ordinate of the point of contact. 
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Similarly the polar equation to the tangent at the point 
whose angular co-ordinate is ^, is 

I 

- = e cos 5 + cos 09-^) (2). 

At the point where these tangents meet, we have, 

cos(a-^) = cos03-^). 

Now we cannot have a—ff = 13 — 0, since a and /8 are by 
supposition different; we therefore take a— 0=^0 — 13, there- 

fore = — g— • 

Thus the two tangents (1) and (2) meet at the point whose 
angular co-ordinate is — ^^ — • 

For example, suppose the conic section an ellipse; let 
ASP=a, A8Q^^, and let the tangents at P and Q meet 
at T; 




then AST=^ "^ ; therefore PST = -g" = G^^'j 

that is, the two tangents drawn from any point to an ellipse 
subtend equal angles at either focus. 
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Similarly the two tangents drawn from any point to a 
parabola subtend equal angles at the focus. 

"With respect to the hyperbola we have to distinguish two 
cases. We have shewn in Art. 231, that from any point 
included between the asymptotes and the curve, two tangents 
can be drawn both meeting the same branch of the curve, but 
from any point included within the supplemental angles of 
the asymptotes two tangents can be drawn meeting different 
branches of the curve. 

If now the two tangents from a point meet the same branch 
of an hyperbola, it may be shewn as in the case of the ellipse, 
that they subtend equal angles at either focus. We will 
consider the case in which the tangents meet different 
branches. 




r 

Let jT be a point from which tangents TPy TQ are drawn 
to diflferent branches of an hyperbola. 

JjQi ASP =a\ and let the angle which Q8 produced 
through S makes with -4/S be /8 ; then P is an angle greater 
than TT, and -4/SQ =)8 — TT. 

Thus the equations to TP and TQ will be respectively 
- ^e cos ^ 4- cos (a - ^, -- = e cos 5 + cos {fi — 6). 
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At the point T where they meet, we have 

cos (a — ^) = cos ifi — ff). 

We may therefore take 6 = — ^— , that is, we have — ^r— 
as the angle which jP/S produced makes with A8\ thus 

therefore TSP^it--^^, TSQ^^^-, 

therefore TSP ^-TSQ-^iry 

that is, the angle which one tangent subtends at either focus 
is the supplement of the angle which the other tangent sub- 
tends at the same focus. 

289. We have given in Art. 120 the definitions of a pole 
and polar with respect to a given circle. The same defini- 
tions are used generally substituting ccmic section for circle. 
If then the equation to the curve be 

ax^ + hxy + cy^ + dx + ej/ +/= 0, 

the equation to the polar of (x\ y) is (Art. 283) 

X (2aa?' + %' -f d) + y {2cy' + Ix +e) + dx-^-ey + 2/= 0. 

The equation just given always represents a straight line 
at a finite distance from the origin except when both 

2ax-\-ly +d^0, and 2c2/' + 6a?' + e = 0. 

But if X and y satisfy these relations they are the co-ordi- 
nates of the centre of the curve ; see Arts. 270 and 276. 
Hence strictly speaking there is ho polar corresponding to the 
centre of a conic section ; this fact is frequently expressed by 
saying that the polar of the centre is the straight line at infinity. 
See page 74. 

290. If one straight line pass through the pole of another 
straight line, the second straight line will pass through the pole 
of the first straight line. 
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Let {x\ y) be the pole of the first straight line, and 
therefore the equation to the first straight line 

(c (2flw?'+ hy' + d) +y (2cy + 6a?' + e) +(£»' + ey' + 2/= 0...(1). 

Let (x\ y") be the pole of the second straight line, and 
therefore the equation to the second straight line 

X (2aa?"+ 6/+ d)-\-y (2cy"+6«"+ e) + dx'+ey"-{- 2/= 0. .. (2). 
Since (1) passes through {x\ y") we have 
x" {2ax + by +d)+ y" (2cy + hx' + e) + dx + ey' + 2/= 0, 
that is, 

X (2ax" + hy' + d) + y' {2cy'+ hx" +e)+ dx" + ey" + 2/= ; 
hence (2) passes through (a;', y'). 

291. The intersection of two straight lines is the pole of 
the straight line which joins the poles of those straight lines. 
See Axt. 122. 

292. If a quadrilateral ABCD he inscribed in a conic 
section, of the three points E, F, G, each is the pole of the 
straight line joining the other two. 




Let Ehe the origin; EA, ED the directions of the axes 
of X and y ; and let the equation to the conic section be 

aa?'+6a^ + C2/' + dx + ey+/=0 (1). . 
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Also suppose 

ED = k, EG=:Tc. 
The equation to -4(7 is y- +^ = 1 (2) ; 

the equation to BB is t7+ r = 1 (3) ; 

the equation to AB is -r +t = 1 (4); 

the equation to C^ is T' + ?7=1 (5). 

From (2) and (3) it follows that the equation 

«'S+i')+K^^')=2.... (6) 

represents 5ome straight line passing through G. But from 
(4) and (5) it follows that (6) represents some straight line 
passing through F. Hence (6) must be the equation to FO. 

Suppose in (1) that y = ; then we have the quadratic 
aa? + da) +/= ; and the roots of this equation are h and h' ; 

hence h + h' = , hh' =- : therefore r + t> = — -:.• Simi- 

a a h a f 

,,11 e . 

^^^^' Tc + k^—f 

Hence (6) becomes d^ + ey + 2/ = 0. 

But this, by Art. 289, is the equation to the polar of the 
origin ; therefore FO is the polar of E. Similarly EG is the 
polar of F. Hence, by Art. 291, G is the. pole of EF. 

293. To determine tlie form of the general equation to a 
conic section when the axes are tangents. 

Let aaj* + Ja;y+cy' + (ii;+6y+/=0 (1) 

be the equation to the conic section. . • / 

To find where the curve meets the axis of x, put y = 
in the above equation ; thu^ cia?' + dx +/= 0. 



or 
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If the axis of ^ is a tangent to the curve it must meet the 
curve at only one point (see Art. 171) ; hence the roots of the 
above quadratic must be equal ; therefore 

cZ* = 4a/ (2). 

Similarly that the axis of y may be a tangent to (1) we 
must have 

e' = *cf : (3). 

Substitute the values of a and o from (2) and (3), then (1) 
becomes dW + idfx + d'y" + 4e^ + 4 J/icy + 4/' = 0, 

or (dx + ey + 2fy+(4!hf-2de)a!y = 0, 

Pat i__i f.__l W-^e _ 

2/~ h' 2/~ k' 2/" ~'^' 

thus we obtain for the required equation 

By putting successively x and y = 0, we see that h is the 
distance from the origin to the point where the curve meets 
the axis of x, and k is the distance from the origin to the 
point where the curve meets the axis of y. 

If it be required to determine a conic section which touches 
two given straight lines at given, points, and also passes 
through another given point, we may assume the last written 
equation to represent it, so that, the straight lines to be touched 
are taken as the axes of oo and 7/ ; then by putting the co-ordi- 
nates of the additional given point in the equation we find a 
single value for fi. Thus there is only one conic section 
satisfying the data. 

294, Suppose the equation 

(f+f-iy+'*^='<> (1) 

to represent a parabola. Then, by Art. 280, 

\hk '^f^J ~ AT ' 



PABABOLA REFERRED TO TANGENTS AS AXES. 25o 

4 

therefore /x = 0, or /* = "" rr • 

If /A = 0, (1) becomes t + t — 1 = ; this equation repre- 

sents the straight line joining the points of contact of (1) 
with the axes. 

4 
If )L6= — yy , we havo from (1), 



hk 



{hl-^h'l'- (^)^ 



therefore f + f-l = ±2y(g); 



therefore I? 2^(1) +1 = 1; 

therefore y/| + y|= + l. 
We may write this 

A/fVl-i - (5); 

remembering, that the radicals may be positive or negative. 
Thus (3) is the equation to a parabola referred to two tan- 
gents as axes. 

295. We may notice the form of the eq[uation to the 
tangent to the parabola 

\/fVf=' (^)- 

The equation to the secant through (x, y') and {x\ y") is 
Since (a?', y') and {x\ y'') are on the parabola, we have 



256 SIMILAR CURVES. 

therefore ^'""-^^' = - ^y" -^vL . 

^„^ y-y' ^ v.v"-vy vy"+ vy __ # v/±vy 

'""'^''-a;' ^/a^^-.jx•' ^x"+s/x'~ ^h' ^x"+^'x" 
Hence the equation to the secant may be written 

y-y=-^h-Jx'^^''-''^' 

Hence we have for the equation to the tangent at {x, y) 

^-^■=-^('-^'). 

Similar Curves, 

296. Definitiox. Two curves are said to be similar 
and similarly situated when a radius vector drawn from some 
fixed point in any direction to the first curve bears a constant 
ratio to the radius vector drawn from some fixed point in a 
parallel direction to the second curve. 

Two curves are said to be similar when a radius vector 
drawn from some fixed point in any direction to the first curve 
bears a constant ratio to the radius vector drawn from some 
fixed point to the second curve in a direction inclined at a 
constant angle to the former. 

The two fixed points are called centres of similarity. 

297. If two curves are similar, so that a pair of centres of 
similarity exists, then an infinite nunaber of pairs of centres of 
similarity can be found. 

For, suppose 0, 0' to denote one pair of centres of simi- 
larity ; and let OP, OQhe radii vectores of the first curve, 
and O'P', (/ Q the corresponding radii vectores of the second 
curve, so that the angle PO^ = the angle PffQf^ and 

OP 00 ' . 

lyp'^lTW* Suppose 2jbj point /S' taken and joined to 0\ 
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then make the angle P'0'iS'=the angle P 08, the angles 
being measured in the same direction, and take (78' so that 

yj^ = -jjp •• then 8 and 8' shall be centres of similarity. 

^ For join 8P, 8Q, 8'F, 8'^; then the triangles SOP, 
S'O'P' are similar; and so also are the triangles 80Q, 
8^0' Q\ Hence it easily follows that the angle Q8P = Q'SP' : 

SfP ^O 
and that -^r-n, = -rj-yri ; and thus the proposition is established. 
o If o Q 

298. All parabolas are similar curves. 

Let ia be the latus rectum of a parabola, and 4a' the latus 
rectum of a second parabola. The polar equations of these 
curves, the foci being the respective poles, are 

_ . 2a /_ 2a' 

• ^"1+cosd' ^T+cos^' 

r a 
Hence, i{ 0= ff, we have -7 = -/ . Thus any two para- 
bolas are similar, and the foci are centres of similarity. 

299. To find the conditions which must hold in order 
that the curves 

oo;" 4- bxy -^cy^ + dx + ey +/= (1), 

aV-i-i'iry+c'y*+d'aj+ey+/=0 (2), 

may be similar and similarly situated. 

Suppose {h, Jc)y {h', k') the respective centres of similarity ; 
for X and y in (1) put h + r cos 0, and k + r sin respectively ; 
we shall thus obtain a quadratic in r which may be written 

Lr^-hMr + N^O (3). 

For a and y in (2) put h' + r cos 0, and k^ + r sin re- 
spectively ; we shall thus obtain a quadratic in r' which may 
be written 

i'r'» + JfV' + J^' = (4). 

Now that the curves may be similar and similarly situated, 
we must always have r = Xr, where \ is some constant quan«> 
tity ; thus (4) becomes 

X»iy + \ifV + -?^'=:0... (5). 

T. c. s. 17 
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Since (3) or (5) will give the values of r, these equations 
pxvLst be iderUicai ; thus 

Since neither N nor N' involves 6, we deduce as a neces- 
sary condition that y, must be constant whatever itiSLj be. 

Put for L and i' their values ; then 

acos*d + 6sin^cos^ + csin- ^ . , ,^ 

— ^ — ij-^—n /I . > • a/> = a constant = yx say... ..(7) : 

a 009*5 + 6 sm^cos^ + c sin''^ '^ -^ ^'' 

therefore (a— /la )cos*54-{J-/x6') sin 5cos 5 + (c— /*c')sin'5=0. 
Since this is to be true whatever may be, it follows that 

a-Wc ^^^' 

Hence we have arrived at (8) as necessary conditions^ in 
order that (1) and (2) may be similar and similarly situated. 
We have still to ascertain whether these are sufficient to 
ensure the similarity. The direct method would be to exa- 
mine if h, h, Ky Ic can be so chosen as to make (6) hold ; but 
the following method is more simple. The equations (1) and 
(2), by means of (8), may be written 

aa? + hxy + cj^ + dx + et/ +/= 0, 

aa? + hxy + cy^ + fM {d'x + e'y +/') = 0. 

I. Suppose 6*— 4ac = ; then each curve is in general a 
parabola, and therefore the curves are similar ; also their dia- 
meters are parallel so that the curves are similarly situated. 
See Art. 279. This conclusion is subject to the exceptions 
that may arise when either locus instead of a parabola^ be- 
comes one or two straight lines, or impossible. 

II. Suppose y — 4ac not = 0. We may then by changing 
the origin of co-ordinates for each curve reduce the equations 
^ the form 

ax^ + hxy + cy" +/j = 0, 
OCX? + Ixy + cy* +/j = 0. 
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By expressing these equations in polar co-ordinates^ they 
give 



r'* = 



a cos* d + b^nd cos 6 + c wofO ' 
a co8*'d' + 6 sin ^ cos ^ + c sin*^ ' 



Thus, if = ff,Yfe have -, = constant. Hence the curves 

r 

are in general similar and similarly situated. This conclusion 

is subject to the exceptions that may arise when either locus 

instead of a curve becomes two straight lines, or a point, or 

impossible. 

300. Next, suppose we require the cuiTes (1) and (2) of 
Art. 299 to be similar without the limitation of being simi- 
larly situated. For x and y in (1) we put respectively 

h + r cos 0, k + r sin 0. 

For X and y in (2) we put respectively 

h' + r'cos{0 + a), A;' + r' sin (^ + a), 

where a is some constant angle at present undetermined. Pro- 
ceed as in Article 299 ; instead of equation (7) we shall now 
have 

a cos* + 1)81110 cos + c sin' 
a' cos" (^ + o) + V sin (0 + a) cos (0 + a) + c' sin* {0 + a) 

s a constant = /i say. 
This may be written 

a cos* ^ + 6 sin 5 cos 5 + c sin' ^__ 
A cos*e +B 8U10 COS0 + C sin* 0"^' 
where 

j4 = a cos* a + c sin* a + 6' sin a cos a, 

jB=2 (c— a') sin a cos a + 6' (cos* a — sin* a), 
C = a' sin* a + c' cos' a — J' sin a cos a. 
)That the curves may be similar we must have 

a b o' / 

17—2 
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Hence each of these ratios must equal . 

therefore -77 = ~- -f : 

therefore 



• J 



And' 



therefore 



Hence, 



AC__ {A+Cy 
ac (a 4- c) 

AG ac 



t > 



{A-\-Gy {a + cf' 



{A + Cf (a + cf 
But A+ G=a+c\ 

and -B=-4^0=6'»-4aV, (A^t.274)• 

.^ - ' b'^^ifa'c' h^ — iac 

tnereiore . /., — ^5-= 7 — ; — ^ . 

This relation must therefore hold, in order that the given 
curves may be similar. 

From the results obtained in Art. 278 it is easy to derive 
an instructive verification of the condition of similarity jiist 
demonstrated. It will be seen that similar conic sections 
have the same excentricity. 

Area of a Polygon^ 

30h In Art. 11 we have given an expression for the 
area of a triangle in terms of the co-ordinates of its angular 
points : we shall now investigate the corresponding expression 
for the area of any polygon. 

Let the angular points of the polygon taken in order be 

(^p yj* (^2' yJ' '■" K» y«) ;}ake any point (a?, y) within the 
polygon and draw straight lines to the angular points of the 
polygon, thus dividing the polygon into triangles having a 
common vertex at {x, y). Then by Art. 11 the numericcd 
values of the areas of thesei triangles are respectively 
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Let us assume, for the present, that the sum of these ex- 
pressions will give the area. By addition x and y disappear, 
and we obtain - 

If 

^i(y»-ya)+^»(yi-ya)+^a(y9-y4) + - 



2^ 



+ a?,,., (y»^ - y.) + a?, (y^, -1/,)^ . 
By multiplying but this expression may be written thus : 
2Wi-^iy« + ^a2^2-^iy8+— 

The expression may also be written thus : 
If 



+ y,^i K - O + y«(^i - 0} • 



302. We now proceed to examine the admissibility of 
the assutiiptien made in the preceding Article. Suppose that 
the pplygou has no re-entrant angle. We must then shew 
that the expressions for the areas of the triangles used in the 
preceding Article are all of the same sign ; for unless this is 
the case we do not obtain a correct numerical value of the 
area of the polygon by adding these expressions. The required 
result jnay be obtained by thp ^aid of a principle ^hich we 
have already iipplied*; see Arts. 54 and 215, 
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Consider the expression given for the area of the first 
triangle in the preceding Article. The expression will retain 
the same sign for all positions of {x, y) which are on the same 
side of the straight line passing through (aj^^ y^ and (a?,, y,). 
Similarly the expression given for the area of the s^ond 
triangle in the preceding Article will retain the same sign 
for all positions of (a?, y) which are on the same side of the 
straight line passing through (a?,, y^ and (a?,, y^. Thus if 
the two expressions have the same sign for one position of 
{», y) within the polygon, they will have the same sign for 

all such positions. But by trial we can ascertain that the 

1 
two expressions have the same sign when a? = « (aJj + «,) ^^'^ 

1 
y *= 5 (yi + Vzi • ^^ two expressions will in fact be found then 

to coincide. Thus the two expressions have the same sign 
for all positions of (a:, y) within the polygon. Similarly the 
expressions for the areas of the second and third triangles 
have the same sign. And so on. Thus the assumption 
made in the preceding Article is justified, 

303. We will now briefly illustrate the method by which 
it may be shewn that the expressions obtained in Art 301 for 
the area of a polygon hold even when the polygon has re- 
entrant angles. 

A * 




o 



X 



Suppose, for example, we have a quadrilateral figure 
ABCDy with a re-entrant angle at B. Through B draw a 
straight line parallel to the axis of a;, and take a point h on 
this straight line, such that AhGD is a quadrilateral figure 
without a re-entrant angle. 

Let the co-ordinates of ^ be x^^ y^\ let those of J3 be 
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^2' y^; and so on. Let the abscissa of b he w. , Then we 
know that the area oi AbCD is numerically expressed by 

2 1^1 (^4-^2) +^(^1-^8) + ^ziy^-y^ + ^4 (y. -yv^ - 

Now as X increases this expression becomes algebraically 
greater since y^ — y, is positive ; and as a increases we see 
from the figure that the area increases : hence it follows that 
the expression is positive. Put a? = a?^ + A, so that h = Bb. 
The expression then becomes 

2 j^i (^4-2^2) + ^2 (yi-y.) + ^.(y. - y^) + ^4 (y»-yi)| 

and as -ohijf^^y^ is obviously equal to the area of ABCb, 

it follows that the other part of the expression is equal to the 
area of ABCD. 

304. Although the results given in Art. 301 are not of 
great importance, yet the reasoning in Arts. 302 and 303 is 
very instructive. The method of Art. 303 may be applied 
whatever be the form of the figure, with slight modifications 
which do not affect the principle. 

Homologous Triangles. 

305. In Art. 76 we have spoken of homologous triangles ; 
we will here give another property relating to such triangles. 

Suppose ABC, ABG\ A"B"C" three triangles such 
that any two of them are homologous ; and suppose moreover 
that AB, A'ff, A'B* meet at a point : then the three centres 
of homology will lie on a straight line. 

For consider the triangles A A! A' and BBB\ By sup- 
position AB, A'B\ and A"B" meet at a point : therefore, by 
Art. 76, the intersections of corresponding sides of the triangles 
lie on a straight line; that is the intersection of A A and BB, 
of A A" and BB\ and of A A and B"B Ue on a straight 
line. 
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And conversely if the three centres of homology lie on a 
straight line the sides AB, A'B, A'B* meet at a point ; so 
also do BG, BG\ B'C"\ and CA, G'A, C'A\ This also 
follows from Art. 76. 

306. It may be easily shewn that if we take the equa- 
tions to the sides of two triangles as in Art. 76, then the 
equations 

Vu + rwv + wt(; = 0, lu + m"t; + nw; = 0, Zi* + wv + nw = 

will determine a third triangle such that any two of the 
triangles are homologous, and that any three corresponding 
sides meet at a point. 

EXAMPLES. 

1. Straight lines are drawn through a fixed point : shew 
that the locus of the middle points of the portions of them 
intercepted between two fixed straight lines is an hyperbola 
whose asymptotes are parallel to those fixed straight lines. 

2. Through any point P of an ellipse QPQ' is drawn 
parallel to the axis major, and PQ and P(^ each made equal 
to the focal distance 8P\ find the loci of Q and Q'. 

3. In the given straight lines -4P, -4 ^ are taken variable 
points j9, y, such that A'p : pP :: Qy : qA : shew that the 
locus of the point of intersection of Pq^ and Qp is an ellipse 
vhich touches the given straight lines at the points P, Q. 

4. rP, TQ are two tangents to a parabola, P, Q being 
the points of contact; a third tangent cuts these at />, ^ 

respectively: shew that "7^ + "77^ =!• 

5. TP, TQ are equal tangents to a parabola, P, Q heincr 
the points of contact ; if PT, QT be both cut by a third 
tangent, shew that their alternate segments will be equal. 

6. From a point are drawn two straight lines to touch 
a parabola at the points P and Q; another straight line 
touches the parabola at -B and intersects OP, OQsit /Sand 2*: 
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if Fbe the intersection of the straight lines joining FT, QS, 
crosswise, 0, R, V are on the same straight line. 

7. From an external point two tangents are drawn to an 
ellipse: shew that an ellipse similar and similarly situated 
will pass through the external point, the points of contact, 
and the centre of the given ellipse. 

8. A and B are two similar, similarly situated, and con- 
centric ellipses ; C is a third ellipse similar to A and B, its 
centre being on the circumference of B, and its axes parallel 
to those of ^ or J5 : shew that the chord of intersection of A 
and G is parallel to the tangent to B at the centre of C, 

9. The straight line joining any point with the inter- 
section of the polar of that point with a directrix subtends a 
right angle at the corresponding focus. 

10. K normals be drawn to an ellipse from a given point, 
the points where they cut the curve will lie on a rectangular 
hyperbola which passes through the given point and has its 
asymptotes parallel to the axes of the ellipse. 

11. If CM, MP are the abscissa and ordinate of any 
point P, on the circumference of a circle, and MQ is taken 
equal to MP and inclined to it at a constant angle, the locus 
of the point Q is an ellipse. 

12. • Having given the equation to a conic section 

aod" + 2bxy + y* +/= 0, 

find the locus of the intersection of normals drawn at the 
extremities of each pair of ordinates to the same abscissa. 

13. Any two points P, Q are taken in two fixed straight 
lines in one plane such that the straight line PQ is always 
parallel to a given straight line ; P, Q are severally joined 
with two fixed points H, R ; find the locus of the intersection 
otPHajidQR. 

14. The tangent at any point P of a circle meets the tan- 
gent at a fixed point A at T, and T is joined with B the 
extremity of the diameter passing through A : shew that the 
locus of the point of intersection oiAP and BT, is an ellipse.- 
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15, The polar equation to a conic section from the focus 
being — c cos ^= J,, shew that the equation to a straight line 
which cuts it at the points for which ^ = a and fi respectively, 
is c COS ^ = 6 cos f ?r- sec 



[e.--^ 



r V 2 ; 2 • 

16. Chords are drawn in a conic section so as to subtend 
a constant angle at the focus : prove that the locus of the foot 
of the perpendicular dropped from the focus upon the chord 
is a circle, except in a particular case when it becomes a 
straight line. , 

17. If /SP, 8Q be focal distances of a conic section in- 
cluding a constant angle ; shew that FQ, touches a confocal 
conic. 

18. Having given two i&xed points through which a conic 
section is to pass, and the directrix, find the locus of the 
corresponding focus. 

19. The focus and directrix of an ellipse are given ; 
through the former a straight line is drawn making with the 
latter an angle whose sine is the excentricity of the ellipse. 
Find the locus of the points where this stzaagfat line meets the 
curve, the excentridty being variable. 

20. A series of conic sections is described having a com- 
mon focus and directrix, and in each curve a point is taken 
whose distance from the focus varies inversely as the latus 
rectum : find the locus of these points. 

21. Two conic sections have a common focus 8 through 
which any radius vector is drawn meeting the curves at P, Q^ 
respectively. Shew that the locus of the point of intersection 
of the tangents at P, Q^ is a straight line. 

Shew that this straight line passes through the intersection 
of the directrices of the conic sections, and that the sines of 
the angles which it makes with these straight lines are in- 
versely proportional to the corresponding excentricities. 

22. A straight line is drawn cutting an ellipse at the 
points P, p ; let Q be either of the points at which the same 
straight line meets a similar, similarly situated, and concentric. 
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ellipse : shew that if the straight line moves parallel to itself, 
JPQ . Qp is constant. 

23. In two straight lines OX, OY, which intersect at 0, 
take OA = a, OB = b; shew that the centres of all the conic 
sections which touch the straight lines at A and B lie on the 
straight line ay = bx, 

24. About two equal ellipses whose centres coincide, and 
whose major axes are inclined to each other at a given angle 
an ellipse is circumscribed ; if A and B be the semi-axes of 
the circumscribing ellipse, a and b the semi-axes of the equal 
ellipses, and 2a the inclination of their major axes, then will 

a'b^ + A'ff ^ {AV + B'a') cos» a + (^ V + JB«6') sin« a. 

Hence shew that about the two equal ellipses a similar 
ellipse may be circumscribed. 

25. Two similar ellipses have a common centre and touch 
each other ; if w be the ratio of their linear magnitudes, m 
the ratio of the major to the minor axis in either, and a the 
inclination of their major axes, prove that 



sin a= (n — ) -5- ( w ) . 

V 71/ V w/ 



26. Two tangents {a, b) to a parabola intersect at Pat an 
angle co, and a circle is described between these tangents and 
the curve : shew that the distance of its centre from P is 

ah 



(a + 6) sec 3" + 2 ^/{ab) tan ^ 



27. If two chords at right angles be drawn through a 
fixed point to meet a curve of the second degree, shew that 

^--f- ^7-T is constant, where It and r are the segments of one 
sir sir 

chord made by the fixed point, and B' and r those of the 

other. 

28. The equation to the locus of the foci of all parabolas 
whose chords of contact with axes inclined at an angle a cut 
off a triangle of constant area is r = A? «i/{&in sin (a — ff)}. 
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29. A parabola slides between two rectangular axes, find 
the curve traced out by the focus. 

' 30. A parabola slides between two rectangular axes, find 
the curve traced out by the vertex. 

31. Successive circles are drawn each touching the pre- 
ceding on© externally and each having double contact with a 
given parabola : shew that their radii form an arithmetical 
progression whose common difference is the latus rectum. 

32. A system of ellipses is represented by the equation 
in rectangular co-ordinates do? -f 2c^y + 6^ = n (a + 6), where 
a, hy.c are variable and n constant: shew that every parallel- 
ogram constructed on a pair of perpendicular diameters as 
diagonals will circumscribe a certain fixed circle, 

33. If from any point in the tangent to a conic. section a 
perpendicular be dropped upon the straight line joining the 
focus and the point of contact, prove that the distance of the 
point in the tangent from the directrix Js to the [distance of the 
foot of the perpendicular from the focus as 1 is to 6. 

34. Upon a given straight line as latus rectum, let any 
number of conic sections be drawn, and from; the focu» let 
two straigh]|i lines be drawn intersecting them all ; then the 
chords of all the intercepted arcs will, if produced, pass 
through a single point. 

35. A straight line of constant length moves so that its 
ends always lie on two given straight lines : find the locus 
traced out by a point in the straight line which divides it in a 
given ratio. 

36. In any conic section if r and r be focal distances at 
right angles to each other, and I be half the latus rectum, then 



(^"t) +(-'-7) inconstant. 



37. Two conic sections equal in every respect are placed 
with their axes at right angles and "with a common focus 8 ; 
SPy 8Q being radii vectores of the c^ne and the other at right 
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angles to eaah other, find the locus of the intersection of the 
tangents at P and Q. 

Also find the locus when 8PQ is a straight line. 

. 38; 8 an4 S are the foci of an ellipse, and round 8, ff, as 
focus and centre, another ellipse is described, having its minor 
axis equal to the latus rectum of the former. Through fmy 
point P in the first draw 8PQ to meet the second ; it is re- 
quired to find the locus. pf» t]be intersection of HP and the 
ordinate QM. > 

39. A and B are the centres of two equal circles ; AP, 
J9Q, radii of these circles at right angles* If Aff = 2AP^, 
the straight line PQ always passes through one of the points 
of intersection of the circles. 

40. Tangents are drawn to a conic section at the points P, 
B ; another tangent is drawn at an intermediate point Q, and 
meets the other tangents at M, N: shew that the angle M8N 
is half the arfgle PSB, 8 being a focus. 

41. In a parabola the angle between any two tangents i9 
half the angle subtended at the focus by the chord of contact 

42. If two equal ellipses have the same centre, shew 
that their points of intersection are at the extremities of 
diameters at right angles to one another. 

43. Given a focus and two tangents to a conic section, 
shew that the chord of contact passes through a fixed point. 

'44. A circle is described upon the minor axis of an ellipse 
as diameter: find the locus of the pole with respect to the 
ellipse of a tangent to the circle. 

45. In a parabola two focal chords P8p^ QSq, are drawn : 
shew that a focal chord parallel to PQ will meet pq produced 
on the tangent at the vertex, 

46. If from the vertex of a parabola a pair of chords be 
drawn at right angles to each other, and on them a rectangle 
be completed, prove that the locus of the further angle is an- 
other parabola. 
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47. From a point P in the circumference of an ellipse 
chords PQ^PR are drawn at right angles; express the co- 
ordinates of the point of intersection of QR with the normal 
at P in terms of the co-ordinates of P. Shew that as P moves 
along the ellipse this point of intersection will describe the 

eUipse^ + ^=^^rj:^j. 

48. Shew that the locus of the centre of an equilateral 
hyperbola described about a given equilateral triangle is the 
circle inscribed in the triangle. 

49. Two equal parabolas have the same axis and vertex, 
but are turned in opposite directions ; chords of one parabola 
are tangents to the other : shew that the locus of the middle 
points of the chords is a parabola whose latus rectum is one- 
third of that of the given parabola. 

50. The co-ordinates of the focus of the parabola whose 
equation when referred to two tangents inclined at an angle 



'-v/Ovd)-' 



a6* J cfh 

and 



a* + fe^ -h 2aJ cos a* a? + 6* -h 2a6 cos m ' 

51. If CM?' -I- ibxy + cy* + 2a' X -h 2c y + d = be the equa- 
tion to a parabola^ the axis of the parabola will be given by 

the equation (a + 6) {x-\ \ + (i + c) ly-\ j = 0. 

52. Two equal parabolas have the same focus and their 
axes are at right angles to each other, and a normal to one of 
them is perpendicular to a normal to the other ; prove that 
the locus of the intersection of such normals is a parabola. 

53. Find the locus of the intersection of two normals in 
an ellipse which are at right angles. 

64. Normals are drawn at the extremities of the conju- 
gate diameters of an ellipse, and by their intersections form 
a parallelogram. If ^ denote the excentric angle of an ex- 
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tremity of one of the conjugate diameters, shew that the area 
of the parallelogram is — ^^ — t — — sin' ^ cos*^. 

55. Through the four angular points of a given square a 
circle is drawn, and also a series of curves of the second 
order, and common tangents to the circle and each curve are 
drawn. Find the locus of the points of contact of each curve 
with its tangent. 

56. From any point 37 outside an ellipse two tangents TP 
and TQ are drawn to the ellipse : shew that a circle can be 
described with T as centre so as to touch 8P, HP, SQ, HQj 
or these straight lines produced. 

If a and y are the co-ordinates of T, shew that the radius 

ofthe circle is ^("V-^^'-'-"'^\ 

a 

57. If from a point three radii veotores are drawn to a 
circle, and from the same point in the same directions three 
radii vectores are drawn to another circle, and the correspond- 
ing radii are in a constant ratio, that point is a centre of simi- 
litude of the circles. 

58. Tangents are drawn to the parabola r (1 + cos 0) = l 
at three points for which is equal to a, )8, 7 respectively : 
shew that the equation to the circle which passes round the 
triangle formed by the tangents is 

r cos ^ cos o cos ^ = ^ cos \d 5 — -\ . 

Hence shew that the circle which passes through the 
intersections of three tangents to a parabola will pass through 
the focus. 
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ABRIDGED NOTATION. 



307. Through five points, no three of which are in one 
straight line, one conic section and only one can be drawn. 

Let the axis of x pass through two of the five points, and 
the axis of y through two of the remaining three points. Let 
the distances of the first two points from the origin be A^, A,, 
respectively, and those of the second two points k^, k^, re- 
spectively; also let h, k be the co-ordinates of the remaining 
point. Suppose (Art. 2§9) 

ax*-\-bxj/-\'Cy^ + da!-\-ey + l — (1) 

to be ike equation to a conic section passing through the five 
points. Since the curve passes through the points {h^, 0) 
(Aj, 0), we have from (1) 

aV + dAi + l=0 .(2), . 

ah^' + dh^ + l=0 (3). 

Similarly, since the curve passes through (0, k^, (0, fcj, 
we have . 

ck^^ + ek^ + l=0 ; (4), 

cA:/ + efc, + l=0 (5). 

Lastly, since the curve passes through {h, k), we have 
aK' + bhk + ck' + dh + ek + 1 = (6). 

From (2) and (3) we find a = ry , d.= ^r-r— ' . 

1 k 4-ifc 

From (4j) and (5) we find c = j-jr > ^ = ^ 'i » * ; 
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then frotn (6) we can determine the value of h. Since no 
three of the five given points are in the same straight line, 
none of the quantities Aj, ^j, A?j, Aj^, h, hy can be zero ; hence 
the values of the coefficients a, 5, c, d, e are all finite. If 
we substitute these values in (1), we obtain the equation to a 
conic section passing through the five given points. As each 
of the quantities a, b, c, d, e, has only one value, only one 
conic section can be made to pass through the five given 
points. 

308. The investigation of the preceding Article may still 
be applied when three of the given points are on one straight 
line ; the point (A, k) for instance may be supposed to lie on 
the straight line joining (0, k^) and (Aj, 0) ; the conic section 
in this case cannot be an ellipse, parabola, or hyperbola, since 
these curves cannot be cut by a straight line in more than two 
points ; the conic section must therefore reduce to two straight 

'lines, namely the straight line joining the three points already 
specified, and the straight line joining the other two points. 
If, however, /ottr of the given points are on one straight line, 
the method of the preceding Article is inapplicable ; it is 
obvious that more than one pair of straight lines can then be 
made to pass through the five points. 

309. We shall now give some useful forms of the equa- 
tions to conic sections passing through the angular points of a 
triangle or touching its sides. 

Let w = 0, v = 0, w = be the equations to three straight 
lines which meet and form a triangle ; the equation 

Ivw + mwu + nuv = (1), 

where Z, m, n are constants, will represent a conic section 
described round the triangle ; also by giving suitable values 
to I, m, w, the above equation may be made to represent any 
conic section described round the triangle. This we proceed 
to demonstrate. 

I. The equation (1) is of the second degree in the variables 
X and y, which occur in the expressions u, v, w; hence (1) 
must represent a conic section. 

II. The equation (1) is satisfied by the values of x and 
T. C. s. 18 



274 CONIC SECTIOir PASSING THROUGH 

»y, which make simultaneously t? = 0, w = ; the conic section 
therefore passes through the intersection of the straight lines 
represented by t? = and w=^0. Similarly the conic section 
passes through the intersection of w = and u = 0, and also 
through the intersection of t* = and v = 0, Hence the conic 
section represented by (1) is described round the triangle 
formed by the intersection of the straight lines represented 
by M = 0, t; = 0, w = 0. 

III. By giving suitable values to I, m, «, the equation 
(1) will represent any conic section described rotmd the tri- 
angle. For let 8 denote a given conic section described round 
the triangle ; take two points on 8 ; suppose A^, k. the co-ordi- 
nates of one of these points, and h^, k^ those of tne other. If 
we first substitute h^ and k^ for x and y respectively^ in (1), and 
then substitute h^ and k^, we have two equations from which 

we can find the values of y and -r ; suppose -j =^p and j= J» 

Substitute these values in (1), which becomes 

vw-\-2nvU'\-q^uv=^0.... (2) ; 

this is therefore the equation to a conic section which has 
five points in common with 8y namely, the three angular 
points of the triangle and the points (A^, A;,), (A,, A?). The 
.conic section (2) must therefore coincide with 8 by Art. 307- 
..Hence the assertion is proved* 

We might replace one of the constants in (1) by unity, 
but we retain the more symmetrical form; (1) may be 

written -^ 1- — = 0, 

u V w 

310. Equation (1) of the preceding Article may be written 

w {JiV -^-mu) +nuv — Q (1) ; 

we will now determine where (1) meets the straight line 
represented by 

Iv + mu-O (2), 

By combining (2) with (1) we deduce nuv = ; therefore 
either w = 0, or t; = ; but by taking either of these suppo- 
sitions and making use of (2), we see that the other suppo- 
Isition must also hold ; hence the straight line (2) meets the 
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curve (1) at only one point, namely, the point of intersection 
of w = and v = 0» 

Hence (2) is the tangent to (1) at this point. Similarly 
mw + wi; =s is the tangent to (1) at the point of intersection 
of tt7= and t;=0, and nM+Zt^=0 is the tangent at the point 
of intersection of w = and t(; = 0. 

311. The demonstration of the preceding Article is imper- 
fect, because we know from Arts. 132, 222, that a straight line 
parallel to the axis of a parabola or to either asymptote of an 
hyperbola meets the curve at only one point, but is not the 
t>angent at that point. The proposition may however be esta- 
blished in the following manner. Take the axis of x coinci- 
dent with the straight line t^ = 0, so that u becomes yy, where 
q is some constant ; also take the axis of y coincident with the 
straight line v = 0, so that v becomes px, where p is some 
constant. Suppose w = Ax + By-\'G. Then (1) of the pre- 
ceding Article becomes {Ax-{-By+ G) (Ipx+mqy) +npqa!y =0. 
By Art. 283 the equation to the tangent at the origin, that is 
at the intersection of a? = and y = 0, is Ipx + mqy = 0, or 
Iv + mu = ; which was to be proved, 

312. Let each of the three tangents in Art. 310 be pro- 
duced to meet the opposite side of the triangle formed by the 
straight lines u = 0, v=0,w = 0; then it may be shewn that 
the three points of intersection lie on the straight line 

I m n 

The straight lines joining the angular points of the triangle 
formed by the tangents with the angular points of the original 
triangle respectively opposite to them, are represented by the 

equations -; =0, =0, t = 0; these three 

I m m n n C 

straight lines meet at a point. Thus when a triangle is in- 
scribed in a conic section the straight lines joining each point 
with the pole of the opposite side meet at a point, 

313. Let u=0, v = 0, w = Q be the equations to three 
straight lines, then the equation 

Au* + Bv* + Cvf + 2A'vw + 2J5'ww + 2Cuv = 

18—2 
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will generally represent any assigned conic section, if the 
constants -4, By C, A', B\ C are properly determined. 

For suppose we divide the equation by one of the constants 
as C, there are then five independent constants left. Now 
let S denote any assigned conic section ; take five points on 8 
and substitute the co-ordinates of the five points successively 
in the above equation ; we shall thus have five equations for 
determining the five constants. Suppose a, b, c, a, b' the 
values thus determined, then the equation 

au* + bv^ + m^ + ^a'vw + 2b' wu + 2uv = 

represents a conic section which has five points in common 
with 8, and which therefore coincides with 8. (Art. 307.) 

314. The method of the preceding Article, although im- 
portant and instructive, is not satisfactory, because we have 
not shewn that the five equations from which the constants 
are to be determined are consistent and independent. There 
may be exceptions to the theorem, and we therefore use the 
word generally in the enunciation. If the three straight lines 
meet at a pointy then the curve denoted by the equation always 
passes through that point, and the equation in this case will 
not represent any assigned conic section. If the three straight 
lines are parallel, u, v, w take the forms 

Ix + my+p, Ix + my +p, lx + my+p\ 

and the equation takes the form 

X {Ix + myY + fju{lx + my) + i; = 0, 

which represents two parallel straight lines, and thus will not 
represent any assigned conic section. With these exceptions, 
however, the theorem is universally true, as we shall now 
shew by another demonstration. 

Since the straight lines are not all parallel, two of them 
at least will meet ; suppose w = and i? = to be these two, 
and take their directions for the axes of y and os respectively; 
then w=0 becomes a? = 0, and v = becomes jy =0 ; also w = 
may be written Ix + my + » = 0. We have then to shew that 
the equation 

ulaj' + 5/+(7(?a? + m.y +ny+24'^ {Ix + my -hn) 

+ iB'x{lx + my + n)+2C'ay=^0 (1) 
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will represent any assigned conic section by properly deter- 
mining the constants A, B, Suppose 

aa!' + 2bxy + cf -^ 2dx + 2ey +f=0 (2) 

to be the equation to the assigned conic section. Arrange the 
terms in (1) and equate the coefficients of the corresponding 
terms in (1) and (2) ; thus 

(7n*=/, An+Cmn = e, B'n+Cln = d, B+ Om^ + 2A'm=^c, 
Clm + A'l + B'm + C'=^b, A-^ CP + 2B'l = a. 

These equations determine successively 0, A\ Bf\ B, C\ A. 
As the given straight lines do not meet at a point, n is not 
zero; hence the values found for 0, A\ ... are all finite and 
determinate. Thus (1) is shewn to coincide with (2), and the 
required theorem is demonstrated. 

315. We will now investigate the equation to the tan- 
gent at any point of the curve represented by 

Au^ + Bv^ + CvS' + 2A'vw + 2B'wu + 2 C'uv = 0. 

Let u\ V, V) be the values of u^ v, w respectively at one 
point of the curve, and u\ v", w" their values at another point 
of the curve. Then the equation to the straight line joining 
these two points may be put in the form 

j1 (m - u') (u -u') + B{v- v') {v - 1;") + O (w - w') {w - w") 
+2A\v-v'){w-w'')'i^2B{w^w'){u''u')+2GXu-u'){V'-v'') 
= Au"" + Bv^ + Cw^ + 2A'vw + 2Btm + 2 Guv. . 

For this equation is really of the first degree in the variables 
tt, V, and w, and therefore represents some straight line; more- 
over the equation is satisfied at the point (ti', v, w'), and also 
at the point {u\ v'\ w"), and therefore it represents the straight 
line which passes through these two points. 

Now suppose the point (u\ v", w') to move along the 
curve until it coincides with the point (w, v, w). Then the 
secant becomes ultimately the tangent at (w , v\ to), and the 
equation to this taagent is 

Auu + Bvv + Cww' + -4' (vtv' + wv) + B' (wu' + uw') 

+ C {uv + vu') = 0. 
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316. As a particular case of the preceding Article sup- 
pose that A\ B^ and C are zero. Then the equation to the 
curve is 

^u' + 5i/*+(7tt?' = (1); 

and the equation to the tangent at {u^ v\ to) is 

Auv!-\'Bw'+ Cww=0 (2). 

Hence we can find the condition which must hold in 
order that a proposed straight line may touch the curve 
denoted by (1), Let the equation to the proposed straight 
line be 

Xw + /AV + in(? = (3). 

If (3) denotes the equation to the tangent at (u', v, to'), 
we find by comparing (3) with (2) that 

Au ^ Bv ^ Cw 

Let r denote the value of each of these fractions ; then 
, \r , fir , vr 

These values must satisfy (1) since {u\ t/, w') is a point on 
the curve; thus 

A^B^O "• 
this is therefore the required condition. 

317. The investigation of Art. 315 may be modified in 
special cases by using a different form for the equation to the 
secant. For example suppose that A, B, and C are zero. 
Then the equation to the curve is 

A'vw + B'wu + Cwv « 0, 
which may be also put in the form 

^■ + ^ + ^ = (1). 

The equation to the straight line which passes through 
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the points {u,v\ w) and (w", v", w**) on the curve may be 
put in the form 

UU VV WW 

For this equation is of the first degree in the variables u, v, «f, 
and therefore represents some straight line; moreover the 
equation is satisfied at the point {u, v, w) and also at the 
point {u\ v'\ w"), and therefore it represents the straight line 
which passes through these points. 

Therefore the equation to the tangent at (u, v, w*) is 

■ ^ + ^%^=0 ..(2). , 

U^ V^ W^ 

Hence we can find the condition which must hold in order 
that a proposed straight line may iouoh the curve denoted 
by (1). Let the equation to the proposed straight line be 

Xti + A^v + vw?^0 ,....*, .(3). 

. If (3) denotes the equation to the tangent at (w', v\ w\ 
we find by comparing (3) with (2) that 

A! B C. 



\u^ /it;'* vw^* 

From these relations and (1) we obtain as the required 
condition 

318. To express the equaticm to a conic section which 
tomhes the sides of a triangle. 

Let w = 0, t; = 0, t(? = be the equations to the sides of 
a triangle; then any conic section may be represented by the 
equation 

^w* + 5t;'+ Ot(/' + 24W + 25>u + 2(7W=0 (1). 

To find where this conic section meets the straight line a = 0, 
we must put li = ; thus (1) becomes 

-Bt?» + Ow?«+5Xw = ,.-(2). 
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Now from (2) we obtain by solution two values of — , say 

Aft jA* w/ 

- = /ij, and — = /ij. The equation v = fi^w represents some 

straight line passing through the intersection of t; = 0, and 
w=0. Hence since (1) is satisfied by those values of a; and 
y which make simultaneously i* = and v-^fijio = 0, the inter- 
section of the straight lines u = and v — /jl^w = is a point 
on (1). Similarly the intersection of w = and v — /x^w = is 
a point on (1). Hence the straight line u= will meet (1) 
at two points, and therefore will not be a tangent to it, unless 
the straight lines v — fl^w =0, and v-^fi^w^ 0, coincide. Hence 
that u = may touch (1) we must have a. = u., and therefore 

Similarly that v=0 may touch (1) we must have JB" = CA ; 
and that w = may touch (1) we must have G'*= AB, From 
these three relations we see that A, j5, and C must have the 
mme sign, because the product of each two is positive. Also 
the sign of A, B, and G may be supposed positive, because 
if each of them were negative we could change the sign of 
ev^ry term in (I), and thus make the coefficients of m*, v', 
and w* positive. We may therefore put 

A^V, B^m\ 0^rf\ 
thus 

A^±mn, B'^±nl, C'^±lm. 

Hence (1) becomes 

Fu* + mV + n'w^ ± 2mnvw ± 2nlzDu ± 2lmuv = (3). 

We shall now examine the ambiguity of signs that appears 
in this expression. 

I. Suppose all the upper signs to be taken. The equa- 
tion may then be written 

{lu + mv + nwy = 0. 

This is the equation to a straight line, or rather to two 
coincident straight lines. 

II. Suppose the lower sign to be taken twice and the 
upper sign once ; we have then three cases, 

{lu + mv — nwy^^O, or (Zm — mt; + tmi?)* = 0, 
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or (— lu + mv + nw)* =* 0. 

Each equation represents two coincident straight lines. 

III. Since then the forms in I. and II. represent straight 
lines, we see by excluding these cases from (3), that if a curve 
of the second degree touch the straight lines 

u=0, V = 0, w = 0, 

its equation must take one of the forms 

Pu^ + 7/iV + n^ic^ — 2mnvw — 2nlwu — 2lmuv = . . . (4), 
Pw* + mV + TiW — 2mnvw + 2nlwu + 2Imuv = ... (5), 
Pu^ + mV + n't(?' + 2mnvw — 2nlwu + 2lmuv = . . . (6), 
Pu^ + m*i;* + 71 V + 2mnvw + 2nlwu — 2lmuv = ... (7). 

These four forms may also be written 

\/{lu)-\- *J{mv) H- Aj{nw) =0 {8) from (4), 

V(-M+ V(^^) + VCM =0 (9) from (5), 

^{lu) + V(- '^^) + V(^w') =0 (10) from (6), 

V(fo) + *J(jav) + V(- ww;) = (11) from (7), 

which may be verified by transposing and squaring, so as to 
put the equations in a rational form. 

319. It is easy to verify the proposition that the curve 
represented by the equation 

^J[lu) + »J{mv) + V(ww?) = 

cannot cut the straight lines w = 0, v = 0, «? — 0. For sup- 
pose the above equation satisfied by the co-ordinates of a 
point ; then these co-ordinates must make lu, mv, and nwy all 
positive, or all negative. Suppose lu is positive; then for any 
point on the other side of w = 0, the expression lu becomes 
negative, and thus the co-ordinates of such a point will not 
satisfy the equation unless both mv and nw are also negative. 
But if the curve cuts the straight line w = 0, there will be 
points on both sides of w = lying on the curve, and it will 
be possible to change the sign of u without changing the signs 
of V and w. Hence the curve cannot cut the straight liue 
i* = 0. Similarly it cannot cut the straight lines v = 0, tc? = 0. 
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The same mode of proof will shew that the curves repre- 
sented by equations (9), (10), and (11), of the preceding Article 
cannot cut the straight lines m = 0, i; = 0, i^? = 0. 

320. The forms in equations (5), (6), and (7) of Art. 318 
may be derived from (4) by changing the sign of one of the 
constants. Thus, for example, (5) may be derived from (4) 
by changing the sign of I. In the following Article we shall 
use (4) as the equation to a conic section touching the sides 
of a triangle ; it will be found that we might have used (5), (6), 
or (7). We shall see in a subsequent Article, a case in which 
it is necessary to distinguish the forms. See Arts. 324, 325. 

321. Equation (4) of Art. 318 may be written 

{lu^mvY + nw {nw "271^— ilu)^0 (1). 

If we combine this with w = 0, we deduce that 

lu'-mv = (2); 

hence we can interpret the last equation; it represents a 
straight line passing through the intersection of i^ = and 
v = 0, and also through the point where the straight line tt?=0 
meets the curve (1). It may be shewn as in Art. 310, that 

nw-'2mv - 2lu = (3) 

represents the tangent to (1) at the other point where (2) 
meets it. 

Similarly we can interpret 

mv — nw = (4), 

lu^2nw^2mv=0 (5), 

nw — lu^ (6), 

mv-'2lu'-2nw='0' (7). 

The intersection of (3) with w = 0, of (5) with u^O, and 
of (7) with v = will lie on the straight line 

The straight line lu + mv = passes through the intersec- 
tion of w = 0, and t; = 0, and also through the intersection of 
(3) with w^O; hence its position is known. 
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Similarly the equations mv-\-nw=^Oj and nw + lu=^0, 
can be interpreted. 

322. We will now investigate the equation to the tan- 
gent at any point of the curve represented by 

j;V'i^ + 5Vt^ + (7Vt^ = (1). 

We might clear this equation of radicals and so obtain the 
form already considered m Art. 315, and then express the 
equation to the tangent at any point. Or we may proceed 
thus: 

The equation to the straight line passing through the 
points (to, V, w') and {u'\ v\ w') on the curve may be gut in 
the form 

For this equation is of the first degree in the variables 
u, V, w, and therefore represents some straight line ; moreover 
the equation is satisfied at the point (u, v, w) and also at the 
point {v!\ v\ w"), and therefore it represents the straight line 
passing through these two points. 

Now suppose the point {u\ v\ w") to move along the 
curve until it coincides with the point (w', v', ti?'). Then the 
secant becomes ultimately the tangent at {yi^ v\ w') ; and the 
equation to this tangent is 

Aiu-u*) Biv-v") , C(w-w') ^ 

a/u v^ V^ 

- . . A.U Bv Cta ^ ,«. 

that is -T-7 + -T^ + -7-^ = (2)- 

Hence we can find the condition which must hold in order ' 
that a proposed straight line may tavxk the curve denoted by 
(1). Let the equation to the proposed straight line be 

Xu+fn; + vw = (3). 

If (3) denotes the equation to the tangent at {ji^ v\ w') we 
find by comparing (3) with (2) that 

^ ^ B ^ C 



284 CIRCUMSCRIBED CIRCLE. 

From these relations and (1) we obtain as the required 
condition 

— + — + — = 0. 

. 323. To find the equation to the circle described round a 
triangle. 

It will be convenient in this and the two following Articles 
to use the form x cos a 4- y sin a — p = as the type of the 
equation to a straight line ; we shall therefore put a, /8, 7 for 
u, V, w respectively (Art. 73). 

Let a = 0, i8 = 0, 7 = be the equations to the sides of 
a triangle ; then, by Art. 309, 

Z/37 + m7a + nayS = (1) 

will represent any conic section described round the triangle ; 
hence by giving proper values to I, m, n, this equation may 
be made to represent the circle which we know by geometry 
can be described round the triangle. We might proceed 
thus: in (1) write for a, fi, 7 the expressions which they 
represent, then equate the coefficient of ay to zero, and the 
coefficient of x* to that of y* ; we shall thus have two equa- 
tions for determining y and -j-; and with the values thus 

obtained (1) will represent the required circle. We leave 
this as an exercise for the student, and adopt another method. 
The equation to the tangent to (1) at the intersection of 
a = 0, and /3 = 0, is, by Art. 310, 

Z/3 + ma=0 (2). 

Let A, B, G denote the angles of the triangle opposite the 
sides a = 0, /3 = 0, 7=0, respectively ; by Euclid, iii. 32, 
the tangent denoted by (2) must make an angle A with the 
straight line a = 0, and an angle B with the straight line 
)8 = 0. Suppose thie origin of co-ordinates within the triangle, 
then the equation to the straight line passing through the in- 
tersection of a = and /S = 0, and making angles A and JB 
respectively with these straight lines, is 

asinJ5 + i3sin^==:Q (3). 
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ft 

Thus (2) must coincide with (3); therefore we have 

I Bin-4 ^. ., , m sin 5 
— = - — o . Similarly, — = -. — >. • 
m sin B "^ « sin 6 

Thus the equation to the circle described round the tri- 
angle is 

^y sin ^ + 7a sin 5 + ay8 sin C=0. 

324. To find the equation to the circle inscribed in a 
triangle. 

Suppose the origin of co-ordinates within the triangle ; then 
for all points on the circle a, ^, 7 are negative quantities 
(see Art. 54). Now the equation to the circle must be of one 
of the forms (8), (9), (10), (11) given in Art. 318 ; the first is 
the only form applicable, namely, 

V(Za) + V(/n/3)+V(^) = (1), 

which is equivalent to 

^(_ia) + V(-m^) + V(-n) = (2). 

The other forms are inapplicable, because they would 
introduce impossible expressions. We have then to deter- 
Inine the values of I, m, and n. If we put a = in (1), we 

o n n 

obtain — = — ; thus — is the ratio of the perpendiculars drawn 
7 m m . r r 

to the sides /3 = 0, 7 = 0, respectively, from, the point where 

the circle meets the straight line a = 0. Let r be the radius 

of the circle ; then we know from geometry that the perpen- 

. . G , G 

dicular from this ppint on ^ = is r cot -^ sin C or 2r cos' -^ ; 

a similar expression holds for the perpendicular on 7 = 0. 

^G ^A 

cos'— - cos'-^ 

Hence — = ^ . Similarly — = 



m ^B' ^ n a C* 

cos"-^ cos'-^ 

Therefore the required equation is 
A B G 

cos "2 fsJOL + COS g- ViS + COS — ^7 = 0. 
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325. To find the equation to the circle which touches one 
side of a triangle and the other two sides produced. 

Let the circle be required to touch the side opposite to 
the angle A and the other two sides produced. Suppose 
the origin within the triangle ; then for all points comprised 
between the side a»0 and the other sides produced, a is 
positive and ^ and 7 are negative. Hence by Art, 318, the 
form of the equation to the circle must be 

V(- Id) + V(^i8) + VM = 0. 

Hence, as before, by considering the point where the circle 
meets the straight line a = 0, we have 



n "^ 2 ""^2 


I C08«2 C08«2 


cos'— g— sin* 2 


cos* — ^ — sm' -^ 



Hence the required equation is 

cos Y V(-«) + 81^ -£ V/8 + sin 2 V7= 0. 

Similarly the equations to the other two circles may be 
written down. 

326. The results in Arts. 312 and 321 which hold for 
any conic section, will of course hold for a circle inscribed in, 
or described about, a triangle respectively. We have only to 
use the values of 2, m, n, found in Arts. 323 ... 325. 

327. Many applications have been made of the method 
of abridged notation to express the equations to circles deter- 
mined by various conditions. We will give some of these 
applications as specimens^ and the student will have no diffi- 
culty in applying the same methods to other examples. 

328. If the equation to one circle, expressed in a rational 
form, be denoted by 8=0, the equation to any other circle 
can be expressed in the form )Sf+\a + /Ai8 + »^ = 0, by pro- 
perly choosing the constants X, /l6, and v. This result follows 
from the known form of the equation to a circle in the com- 
mon co-ordinates ; see Arta 88, 104, 110. Thus, to take the 
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most general supposition, let the equations to two circles be 
in common oblique co-ordinates 

K {a? + 2xy coso> + tf^ -h Lx + My + N=^ 0, 
k (a?*+ 2xy cos to + t^+lx + my + n = 0, 

Denote the first equation by ^=s ; then the second equa- 
tion is equivalent to 

8+j^{lx + my + n) — Z« — My — ^= 0, 

which we may denote by S+u=iO. Here u is an expression 
of the first degree in x and y, and so will be identical with 
'Kx + fifi + vyi&we determine \, fi, and v suitably. 

If ;S'=0 and S+'Ka + fifi + vy^O be the equations to 
two circles, \a + fi^ + vy = will be the equation to the 
radical axis of the two circles ; see Art. 110. 

Since aa + J^S+oy is a constant, by Art. 73, we may 
instead of 8-^(\a + fifi + vy) use 

8+(aoL + hl3 + cy){la + m/3 + ny) 

or 8-\- {a 8in-4 + iS sin J? + 7 sin C) {la + mfi+ny)^ 

provided we properly determine the constants in each case. 

329. To express the equation to the circle which passes 
ihr(yagh the middle points of the sides of the triangle of reference. 

Let a = 0, iS = 0, 7 = be the equations to the straight 
lines which form the triangle of reference ; see Art. 78, Assume 
for the required equation 

fiy &ijiA + yx sin J? + a^ sin G 

+ (a sin A + fi8mB+ 7 sin C) {h + m/S + 717) = ; 
gee Arts. 323 and 328. 

At the middle point of the side BC we have a = 0, and 

iS sin (7 
7 sin -B ' 
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substituting in the assumed equation we obtain 

sin A sin (7 ^ . ,. fm sin C \ \ ^ 
: — jz — + 2 sin CM . p +nl=0, 

or sin ^ + 2 (m sin C + n sin B) = 0. 

But sin-4 = sin JB cos (7+ cos B sin C; thus 
sin C (2m + cos B) -f sin 5 (2n + cos (7) = 0, 

In a similar manner we obtain two analogous equations ; 
and from the three equations we deduce 

111 

Z = — ^ cos ^, m — — ^ COS 5, n = — ^ cos C7. 

Hence the required equation is 

^7 sin -4 +7asin B + afi sin 
1 
— ^ (a sin^+i8 sin J5+7 sin (7) (a cos-4+^ cosjB-|-7COs C) = 0. 

The radical axis of this circle and the circle described 
round the triangle of reference is therefore determined by 

a cos -4 + ^ cos -8 + 7 cos (7=0. 

330, To eatress the equation to the circle which passes 
through the feet of the perpendiculars from the angles of re- 
ference on the opposite sides. 

Assume for the required equation 

^7 sin -4 + 7a sin -B + a^ sin G 

+ (a sin -4 + ^ sin -B 4- 7 sin (7) (Z2 + mjS + n7) = 0. 

At the foot of the perpendicular from A on J? (7 we have 

B cos (7 . . . 

a = 0, and — = ^ ; substituting in the assumed equation 

we obtain 



A cos G /cos G , \. . . ^ /m cos G 



, /cos C; . D , . /^N /wi cos (7 , \ ^ 
cos B Vcos B J \ cosB / 

or sin A cos B cos G+ sin A {m cos G-hn cos -B) = ; 
therefore ( ^ + cos 5] cos (7 + [n + ^ cos (7J cos jB = 0. 
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In a similar manner we obtain two analogous equations ; 
and from the three equations we deduce 

111 

Z = — ^cos-4, m = — gCos5, n = — -cosC 

Hence the required equation is 

^y sin -4 + 7a sin J5 + afi sin G 

— ^ (a sin A+13 sin J8+7 sin C) (a cos -4-1-/8 cos B+y cos (7) = 0. 

Thus the circle is the same as that considered in the pre- 
ceding Article. 

331. Let denote the intersection of the perpendiculars 
from the angles of a triangle on the opposite sides. Then it 
is known that the circle which passes through the six points 
specified in the preceding two Articles also passes through 
the middle points of OA^ OB, and OC, The circle is called 
the nine-points circle. See Appendix to Euclid. 

It is easy to shew that the circle which passes through 
the six points specified in the preceding two Articles also 
passes through the middle points of OA, OB, and OC. For 
consider the triangle OBG. The perpendiculars from the 
angular points on the opposite sides meet these sides respec- 
tively at points which coincide with the feet of the perpen- 
diculars from the angles A, B, C on the opposite sides ; thus 
we know that the circle considered in the preceding two 
Articles passes through these points: hence it also passes 
through the middle points of OB and 0(7, as well as through 
the middle point of BG. Similarly the circle also passes 
through the middle point of OA, 

is a centre of similitude of the circle described round 
the triangle ABG and the nine-points circle of the triangle ; 
see Art. 119, For, as we have just seen, the three radii 
vectores drawn from to the circumference of the former 
circle, namely OA, OB, OG, are respectively double the radii 
vectores drawn in the same direction to the latter circle ; and 
it is easy to shew that the same ratio will hold for any cor- 
responding radii vectores. 

T.' c. s, 19 



/ 
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332. To investigate the conditions which vnust hold in 
order that the general equation of the second degree may re- 
present a circle. 

Let the equation be 

ia» + M^ + N/ + 2i'/S7+ 2M'y2 + 2N'afi = 0. 

Let A denote the area of the triangle of reference ; then, 
by Art. 73, 

aa + 6)8 + C7=-2A; 

therefore aa* = — 2Aa — {b^ -hcy)oL 

Similarly l^ = -2A/3- (cy + aa) /3 ; 

and c7* = -2A7-(aa + 6^)y. 

Substitute for a*, ^, and 7* in the general equation, and it 
becomes 



+(^^-?-x)«^ 



\ a c I 



Then, by Arts. 323 and 328, we see that the necessary and 
sufficient conditions in order that this equation may represent 
a circle are 

^^f Mc Nb ^,« Na Lc c%xTf I^ -^ 

c c a a b ^ 

a " 6 "" c ' 

that is, 

2L'bc - Mc^ - Nb"" = 2M'ca - Na"" - Lc^ = 2N'ab - i5» - Ma"". 

333. To determine the radical aads of two circles repre- 
sented by general equations. 

Let the equations be 

LoL^ + M^^ + Nf/ + 2L'^y + 2]\rya + 2N'a^ = 0, 

la^ + m)8 W + 2Z'/37 + 2m'7a + 2n'aj3 =0. 
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Since, by supposition, these equations represent circles 
they may, by the preceding Article, be put in the form 

m 

\a b c J 

_2Af^ + ^ + !^) = 0. . 
\a h cj 

Hence the equation to the radical axis is 

LoL . MB Ny la mB ny 

a c _^ a c 
2L'bc-Mc'''NF "" 2rbc - md" - nb* ' 

La sin B sin C+ MjS sin CsinA-^ Ny sin A sin B 
^^ 2L'smBsm G-Msm' G-Nsin^'B 

__ ZasiujBsin C+mfi sin CsinA +717 sin ^ sin 5 
"" 2Z'8in J5sin (7— msin* C— nsin* fi 

334. The nine-points circle of a triangle touches the in- 
scribed and escribed circles of that triangle. 

The equation to the nine-points circle may be put in the 
form 

a' sin ^ cos -4 + fi^ sin J5 cos -B + 7' sin C cos G 

— fiy sin -4— 7a sinjB— a^sin (7=0. 

The equation to the inscribed circle is 

A B G 

cos-^- Va + COS 2 V^ + cos 2 V7=0; 

putting this in a rational form we obtain 

a cos* -Q + P cos Q + 7 cos* -^ 

— 2yS7 cos^ ^ cos' -^ — 27a cos* — cos* -^ — 22/9 cos* — cos* ^ = ^• 

19—2 
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The equation to the radical axis of these circles by- 
Art. 333 is 

sin A sin B sin (7 (ot cos -4 -f ^ cos B + 7 cos C) 



sin A sin £ sin C + sin B cos B sin'* (J + sin C cos C &m*Ji 

ABO 

a cos* jr sinfsin (7+)8cos*-^sin Csin^+7 cos* ---sin-4 sin J5 

iS i2 22 

2 cos* ^ cos" "o sin 5 sin (7 + cos* -^ sin* C + cos* -^ sin*5 



that is, 

a cos -4 + /8 cos 5 + 7 cos C 



a cos* ^ 

sin A sin B sin C\ — : — 7- 

sin A 



^cos*2 7C0s*^ I 
sin B sin C / 



2^A ^ h ^ (J 
cos'-^ cos*— cos^ 

ABC 
or (ci cos A +13 cos 5 + 7 cos C) cos ^ cos ^ cos -x- 

A A £t 



= 4 Sin TT- sin ^r- sm — , 

2 2 2 \ sm 



;os*^ /3cos*2 7C0s*^j 
in A sin -ff sin 6" / * 



This equation may be simplified by substituting for tbe 
trigonometrical functions their known values in terms of the 
sides ; let 8 denote the half sum of the sides, then we obtain 

(a cos ^ + /3 cos J?+ 7 cos C) -r-r 

,A ^ ,B ,0 

acos*-^ pcos*-^ 7Cos*-^ 

sin^ sinB sin G ' 

therefore 



jcos^ -^-^-1 + /3 jcos 5- 



ca 



( ^ 2(5-cy) ^ 
+ ^|eos(7-A_^|=.0, 
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a(c — a)(a-b) . ^(a-6)(6-c) . 7(6-c)(c-«) 

or 1 1 : 1 7 = V, 

DC ca ab 

aa ^ fib . yc ^ 

or y + + — ^ = : 

" c c^a a — 

this may also be written thus 

a cos ^ -4 ;8 cos ^ ^ 7 cos ^ (7 _ ^ 

sinH^- C) sin i (0-^) '*"siiii (^«J5) """* 

Now the radical axis touches the inscribed circle ; for it 
may be shewn that the condition of tangency investigated in 
Art. 322 is satisfied ; and as the radical axis touches one of 
the circles the circles must touch, and the radical axis is the 
common tangent at the point of contact. 

Similarly we may shew that the nine-points circle touches 
the escribed circles. 

335. If iS= be the equation to a circle in a rational 
form, the equation to any concentric circle will be of the form 
S — k = 0, where k is some constant. Or, as aa + 6)8H- 07 is 
a constant, we may put the equation in the form 

where I is some constant. 

For example, required the equation to a circle which is 
concentric with the circle described round the triangle of 
reference, and which touches the side a. Assume for the 
equation 

a/37 + 672 + cofi -l{aa + bfi + cyY = 0. 

At the point of contact with the side a we have a = ; 
thus a^7 — I {bfi + C7)' == 0. This quadratic in — must then 

have equal roots, so that 4iPb^c^ = (a — 2lbcy : thus I = - , - . 

46c 

336. Let there be any quadrilateral, and let its sides be 
represented by the equations 

^ = 0, w = 0, i; = 0, tt? = 0, 

then the equation 
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where A; is a constant, represents a conic section circumscribing 
the quadrilateral. For the equation represents a conic section 
passing through the four points determined respectively by 

< = and t; = 0, f = and w = 0, 

u = and v = 0, u = and w=^0. 

Also by giving a suitable value to k, the equation may be 
made to represent any conic section passing through these 
four points. 

The above equation has the following geometrical inter- 
pretation. If any quadrilateral figure be inscribed in a conic 
section, the product of the perpendiculars drawn from any 
point of the curve on two opposite sides bears a constant ratio ' 
to the product of the perpendiculars on the other two sides. 

"We may observe that the term quadrilateral is often used 
in analytical geometry in a wider sense than in ordinary 
synthetical geometry. Thus, if we have four given points, we 
may obtain three different quadrilaterals by connecting these 
points in different ways. Take, for example, the figure in 
Art. 75 ; and let A, B, C, D be the given points. The three 
different quadrilaterals are (1) the figure bounded by AB, 
BG, CD, DA ; (2) the figure bounded by A (7, CD, DB, BA ; 
which in fact consists of the two triangles OAB and GOD; 
(3) the figure bounded by AC, CB, BD, DA, which in fact 
consists of the two triangles GBC sixid GDA. 

Similarly, four given straight lines may be considered to 
form three different quadrilaterals by their intersections. Take, 
for example, the figure in Art. 75, and let the given straight 
lines be ED C, JEAB, AGC, BGD. The three different quad- 
rilaterals are (1) the figure bounded by GC, CE, EB, BG; 
(2) the figure bounded by GD, DE, EA, AG] (3) the figure 
bounded by A C, CD, DB, BA. 

If four straight lines have for their equations 

^ = 0, u = 0, v = 0, w = 0, 

the conic sections passing through the angular points of the 
three different quadrilaterals which these straight lines form, 
may be denoted by the equations 



EQUATION TO A CONIC SECTION. 295 

337. We shall next consider the equation uv'-w^ = 0. 
This represents a conic section which passes through the point 
determined hj u = and ii; = 0, and also through the point 
determined by v = and w = 0. Also each of the straight 
lines u = and v = touches the conic section where it meets 
it ; for if we combine u = with the above equation, we see 
that w = also, that is, the straight line u — 0, meets the 
curve at only one point, namely, that point at which u = 
and w = intersect. Similarly the straight line t; = touches 
the curve. Thus t^ = and t; = represent two tangents to 
the conic section, and w = represents the corresponding 
chord of contacts 

We may also shew in the following way that the straight 
line u = cannot cut the curve : for points on one side of the 
straight line w = 0, the expression u is positive, and for points 
on the other side of the straight line, negative; but lo^ is of 
invariable sign ; thus the straight line u = cannot cut the 
curve. 

The geometrical interpretation of the above equation is as 
follows. The product of the perpendiculars from any point of 
a conic section on a pair of tangents bears a constant ratio to 
the square of the perpendicular from the same point on the 
chord of contact. 

338. We will now consider the equations* to a secant and 
a tangent to the curve denoted by uv^to^; the results for 
this particular case are included in the general results of 
Art. 315, but the investigation may be put in a diflferent 
form. 

Let {u\ v\ w) denote one point on the curve, and (w", v'\ w") 
another. The equation to any straight line passing through 
the first point may be denoted by 

uv — wvi = \ ivu' — ww')y 

where \ is a constant. For this equation is of the first degree 
in u, V, w, and therefore represents some straight line ; and 
the equation is obviously satisfied at the point (u', v\ w'). 
Suppose the straight line to pass also through the point 
{\i\ v\ w") ; then we have 
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Hence, by division, 

uv' — WW tru! — WW 



that is, 



U V —W W V u ^W w 
uv — ww' VU — WW* 



W^ , " ' ^ ^ «„".,/ 

— —"o—ww — -t WW 

V V 

v" . . . . V 



or -77 (uv — ww') + -T (vw* — ^'^') = ^• 

w ^ ^ w ^ 

This equation then represents the secant passing through 
the two given points. Hence the equation to the tangent at 
the point {u', v, w) is 

uv 4- VU — %,uw* = 0. 
Suppose — =/i', then from the equation to the curve 

— = -7 ; similarly if — 7 = u!\ then — 7, = -7-, . Thus the equa- 

W fJL '^ W W fJU 

tion to the secant may be written 

or . u + fjLfi^v — Qjf-\-fi')tv=0', 

and the equation tb the tangent may be written 

V, + fj/'v - 2/a'w = 0. 

339. Next take the equation Pu^ + mV = n^w*. This 
may be written {nw + mv) {nw — mv) = f «'. Hence by 
Art. 337 nw+mv==0 and nw — mv = are tangents to the 
conic section represented by the equation, and w = is the 
equation to the corresponding chord of contact. Since these 
two tangents meet at the point of .intersection of t; = and 
w=^0, it follows that this point is the pole of w = 0. 

Similarly we may write the equation in the form 

{nw + lu) (nw — lu) = mV, 

and infer that the point of intersection of w = and t^; = is 
the pole of t; = 0. 
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Hence it follows that the point of intersection of w = and 
v = is the pole o{ w = 0. See Art. 291. 

340. The following is a particular case of the preceding 
Article, a'H-/8* = nV- (See Art. 71.) Suppose the straight 
lines a = 0, /3 = 0, at right angles ; then a' + /S* is the square 
of the distance of the point (x, y) from the intersection of 
a = and /8 = 0. Hence the above equation represents a 
conic section which has 7 = for its directrix, and the inter- 
section of a = and )3 = for its focus. The straight lines 
727 — a = and ny + a = are tangents to the conic section, 
touching it at the extremities of the focal chord )8 = ; also 
these tangents meet on the straight line 7 = 0; hence, the 
tangents at the extremities of any focal chord meet on the cor- 
responding directrix. Also the above tangents meet on the 
straight line a = 0, which by supposition is perpendicular to 
/9 = 0; henc^, the straight line which joins the focus to the 
intersection of tangents at the extremities of a focal chord is 
perpendicular to that focal chord. 

341. If M = and v = be the equations to two conic 
sections which meet at four points, then u-\-lv — will repre- 
sent any conic section which passes through the four points 
of intersection. This will be obvious after the proofs given 
of similar propositions* 

Also if ii; = and W = be the equations to two straight 
lines, u-\-lww' =^{) will represent any conic section passing 
through the four points at which the lines w^Q and w' = 
meet the conic section u = 0. 

Also u-\'M — will represent a conic section passing 
through the points of intersection of the conic section m = 0, 
and the straight line w = 0. This conic sectiofi will have the 
same tangent as u = at the points where u =» and t& = 
intersect ; we might anticipate this would be the case from 
observing the interpretation of the equation u + Iww' = 0, and 
supposing the straight line t^' = to approach the straight 
line w = 0, and ultimately to coincide with it. We may 
prove it strictly by taking one of the' points where w = 
meets «(; = for the origin, and the straight line «; = for the 
axis of X ; thus u becomes of the form 

Ax* + Bxy + Cf ^Dx^ Ey, 
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and we can see, by Art. 283, that 

Aa?-¥Bxy+ Cy^A-Dx + Ey = Q 

and Ax' + Bxy+Cy' + Dx + Ey + lf = 

have the same tangent at the origiiu 

Also by giving a suitable value to I the equation u + Iw^ = 
may be made to represent the two straight lines which touch 
the conic section w = at the points where it intersects the 
straight line w = 0. This may be inferred from Art. 293 ; 

the equation w = is equivalent to t + ^ — 1 = 0, and the 

equation it = is equivalent *o{r + f""l) + H^ = 0. Thus 

by taking Z = — 1 we have i^ +7i^* = /Lticy ; and the equation 
xy = denotes the two tangents to the conic section w = at 
its points of intersection with the straight line w = 0. 

342. Pascal's Theorem. The three intersections of the 
opposite sides of any hexagon inscribed in a conic section are 
on one straight line. 

Let r = 0, 5 = 0, < = 0, u — 0, v = 0, w = 0, be the equations 
to the sides of a hexagon which is inscribed in the conic sec- 
tion iS=0. Let the hexagon be divided by a new straight 
line ^ = into two quadrilaterals, one of which has for its 
sides the straight lines obtained by equating to zero succes- 
sively, r, 5, t, 4>> a^nd the other the straight lines obtained by 
equating to zero successively, u, v, «?, <f>. Now we know that 
if a, b, I, m are appropriate constants, the equation to the 
conic section may be written in the forms as(f> -hbrt^O and 
Ivcj) + muw = •; therefore asj> + brt and lv<^ + muw must each 
be identical with 8 ; therefore as^ •\-brt = lv<f> + muw ; there- 
fore (as — Zv) ^ = muw — brt. 

The right-hand member of this equation vanishes when 
u and r simultaneously vanish, and when u and t simulta- 
neously vanish ; also when w and r simultaneously vanish, 
and when w and t simultaneously vanish. Since the left- 
hand member is identically equal to the right-hand, the left- 
hand member must also vanish in these four cases ; that i», 
one of its two factors and cw — ?v must vanish in each of 
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these four cases. By construction, ^ = represents the 
straight line joining the point determined by r = and ^ = 0, 
with the point determined by ^ = and u = 0; and thus we see 
that OS — fo = is the straight line joining the intersection of 
u = and r = with that of ^ = and w = 0. But the straight 
line (i8 — lv = obviously passes through the intersection of 
8 = and v = 0; therefore the three points determined respec- 
tively hy u = and r = 0,t=0 and w = 0, 8=^0 and v = 0, lie 
on a straight line. 

It is to be observed that if six points be connected by 
straight lines in different ways, as many as sixty figures can 
be formed which may be called hexagon8 in an extended sense 
of that word. Thus for six given points on a conic section 
there will be sixty applications of Pascal's Theorem. 

343. Let 5 = be the equation to a conic section, and 
f/ = 0, i; = 0, t(? = 0, equations to three straight lines; then 
8 — Z V = 0, 5 — wV = 0, 5 — nW = 0, represent curves of the 
second degree touching the proposed conic section. By pro- 
perly choosing u, v, w, I, m, n, we may make each of the last 
three equations represent a pair of straight lines touching 
5 = 0. (See Art. 341.) Thus, if there be a hexagon circum- 
scribed round the conic section 5 = 0, the equations 

s-P2^«=:0...(l), 5-mV = 0...(2), 5-nV = 0...(3), 

may be taken to represent the six sides of the hexagon. 

By combining (1) and (2) we obtain 

5 — ZV — (5--mVj = 0, or (mv^lu) {mv + lu)=0..,{4i), 

for the equation to a pair of straight lines which pass through 
the intersections of (1) and (2). 

Similarly (nw ^mv) (nw +mv) ==0 (5) 

represents a pair of straight lines which pass through the in- 
tersections of (2) and (3). And 

{lu'-nw) {lu + nw) = (6) 

represents a pair of straight lines which pass through the in- 
tersections of (3) and (1). 

. The six straight lines which we have obtained may bci 
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arranged in four groups, each containing three straight lines 
ivhich meet at a point, namely, 

mv'-lu = 0, nw — mv = 0, lu — nw = 0, 

mv + lu = 0, nw + mv = 0, lu — nw= 0, 

mv + ?ii = 0, nw — mv = 0, lu + nw=i 0, 

mv — lu^ 0, nw + mv = 0, Iu + nw = 0. 

This result is consistent with Brianchon's theorem; if a 
hexagon be described about a conic section the three diagonals 
which join opposite angles meet at a point 

For suppose that a hexagon is described round a conic 
section, and let its angular points be denoted by A, B, G, D, 
E, F. By properly choosing u, v, w, I, m, n, we may make 
equation (1) denote the straight lines AB and BE, equation 
(2) denote the straight lines BG and £F, and equation (3) 
denote the straight lines GB and FA. We will now examine 
what straight lines are determined by equations (4), (5), and 
(6). Equation (4) determines the two straight lines which 
pass through the intersections of the straight lines determined 
by (1) and (2) ; and as the signs of I and m are at present in 
our power we may take them so that mv — fo = shall repre- 
sent the straight line BE, and then mv + lu=^0 will represent 
the straight line joining the point which is common to AB and 
EF with the point which is common to BG and BE. Simi- 
larly as the sign of n is still in our power, we may take it 
so that nw — mv = shall represent the straight line GF, and 
then nw + mv = will represent the straight line joining the 
point which is common to BG and FA with the point which 
is common to GD and EF. One of the two straight lines 
represented by (6) is AB, and the other is the straight line 
joining the point which is common to BE and FA with the 
point which is common to GB and AB; it is however not 
obvious how we are in general to discriminate between these 
two straight lines. Thus the proof of Brianchon's theorem 
is not perfectly satisfactory, and accordingly we shall give 
another proof by which the theorem is deduced from that 
of Pascal. 

Let the angular points of the hexagon be denoted as 
before by the letters A^B, G, B, E, F. Let the straight line 
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be drawn which passes through the points of contact of the 
conic section and the tangents AB, BC; also let the straight 
line be drawn which passes through the points of contact of 
the conic section and the tangents Z>-S, EF; and let P denote 
the point which is common to these two straight lines. Then 
P is the pole of BE; see Arts. 103, 120, 289. In the same 
•way we may determine the pole of Ci^ which we shall denote 
by Q, and the pole of AD which we shall denote by B. By 
Pascal's theorem P, Q, and jB lie on a straight line ; hence 
CF, BE, and AD meet at a point, namely, at the pole of the 
straight line PQB; see Art. 291. 

For further information on the subject of this Chapter 
the student is referred to Salmon's Conic Sections. 



EXAMPLES. 

1. Shew that if a — c : a — c' :: 6 : i', a circle may be 
described through the intersections of the two conic sections 

aa? 4- hxy + cy* + dx + ey -{-f = 0, 

aV + Vxy + cy^ '\-dx + ey -^-f = 0. 

Find also the condition that a parabola may be described 
passing through the origin and the points of intersection of 
these curves. 

2. Two conic sections have their principal axes at right 
angles : shew that a circle will pass through their points of 
intersection. 

3. The equations to two conic sections are 

A^+ 2Bxy-\- Cof + 2Ax = 0, ay' + ^hxy^cx^ + 2a'a? = 0. 

Shew that the straight lines joining the origin with their 
points of interaection will be at right angles to each other if 

4. An ellipse is described so as to touch the asymptotes 
of an hyperbola : shew that two of the chords joining the 
points of intersection of the ellipse and hyperbola are parallel. 
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5. If a^ = c* be the equation to an hyperbola (Art. 71), 
then aP = 0, o?—^ = 0, a* — n?^ = 0, are the respective equa- 
tions to the asymptotes, the axes, and a pair of conjugate 
diameters, n being any constant. 

6. The straight lines which bisect the angles of a triangle, 
meet the opposite sides at the points P, Q, iJ, respectively : 
find the equation to an ellipse described so as to touch the 
sides of the triangle in these points. 

7. From any point two straight lines are drawn, one in- 

clined at an angle a, the other at an angle ^ + a, to the axis 

of a parabola : shew that another parabola may be described 
which shall pass through the four points of intersection, 
whose axis is inclined at an angle 2a to that of the given 
parabola. 

8. Prove that the equation to the conic section which 
passes through the point (A, k), and touches the parabola 
y* = fo at the vertex and at an extremity of the latus rec=^ 
tum, is (y^-7a;)(i-2A)« = (y-2a?)»(ft^-ZA). 

Shew that it is an ellipse or hyperbola according as the 
point (A, h) is within or without the parabola. 

9. A conic section touches the sides of a triangle ABGb,\, 
the points a,byC; and the straight lines Aa, Bb, Cc, intersect 
the conic section at a', 6', c : shew that 

(1) the straight lines Aa, Bh, Cc pass respectively 
through the intersections of Be and Ch\ Ca and Ac, AU 
and Ba, 

(2) the intersections of the straight lines ab and a'V, he 
and 6'c', ac and aV, lie respectively on AB, BG, CA. 

10. A conic section is described round a triangle ABC; 
straight lines bisecting the angles of this triangle meet the 
conic section at the points A', B\ C\ respectively : express 
the equations to A'B, A'C, AB. 

11. If a conic section be described about any triangle, and 
the points where the straight lines bisecting the angles of the 
triangle meet the conic section be joined, the intersection of 
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the sides of the triangle so formed with the corresponding 
sides of the original triangle lie on a straight line. 

12. Interpret the equation 

find how many parabolas can be drawn through four given 
points. 

13. If w = 0, v = 0, «i7 = represent the sides of a tri- 
angle, shew that the sides of any triangle which has one 
angle on each side of the former may be represented by 

M + wvH — =0, -+v + lw = Oy mu + j'{-w = 0, 
m n I 

where I, m, n are constants. 

Find also the relation which must hold between Z, m, n, in 
order that the straight lines joining corresponding angles of 
the two triangles may meet at a point. 

14. A circle and a rectangular hyperbola intersect at four 
points, aiid one of their common chords is a diameter of the 
hyperbola : shew that another of them is a diameter of the 
circle. 

16. AC A! is the major axis of an ellipse, P any point on 
the circle described on the major axis, AP, A'P meet the 
ellipse at Q, Q \ shew that the equation to QQ is 

(a* + J")ysin^+26»a?cosd-2a6» = 0, 

the ellipse being referred to its axes, and 6 being the angle 
ACP. 

K an ordinate to P meet QQ at B, the locus of R is an 
ellipse. 

16. The locus of a point such that the sum of the squares 
of the perpendiculars drawn from it to the sides of a given 
triangle shall be constant, is an ellipse ; and if the constant 
be so chosen that the ellipse may touch the side opposite to 
the angle A at D, then CD : BD :: 6* : c\ 
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17. With the notation of Art. 323, shew that the equation 
to the straight line through G and the centre of the circle is 

acosJ5 = ^cos-4. 

18. Suppose in Art. 323 that D is the middle point of the 
arc AB ; then the equations to BD and AD are respectively 

a sin (7+ 7 (sin J[ + sin B) = ; 
)8 sin (7 + 7 (sin ^ + sin JB) =0. 

19. In Art. 318, equation (4), if A\ S^ C* be the points 
of contact of the triangle and conic section, shew that the 
equation to AB^ is lu + mv — nw = 0. 

20. In the figure of Art. 292, suppose u = the equation 
to -4 (7, v = the equation to BD, and w? = the equation to 
EF, and that Pw* + m V — n*M?* = represents a conic section 
passing through -4, 5, (7, -D ; , then express the equations to 
the tangents at -4, J5, (7, D, and also to the straight lines 
AB, BC, CD, DA, Shew also that the straight line FO 
passes through the intersection of the tangents at A and i?, 
and of those at C and Z). 

21. Express by the aid of Art. 323 the equation to the 
circle described round the triangle formed by the straight lines 

a d a 

Hence deduce the last proposition of Art. 146. 

22. Give a geometrical interpretation of equation (1) in 
Art. 310, and shew that it is a particular case of the theorem 
in Art. 336. 

23. Interpret the last equation in Art. 323 : deduce the 
following theorem ; if from any point of the circle which 
circumscribes a triangle, perpendiculars are drawn on the 
sides of the triangle, the ifeet of the perpendiculars lie on one 
straight line. 

24. If ellipses be inscribed in a triangle each with one 
focus on a fixed straight line, the locus of the other focus is 
a conic section passing through the angular points of the 
triangle. 
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25. Three conic sections are drawn touching respectively 
each pair of the sides of a triangle at the angular points where 
they meet the third side, and each passing through the centre 
of the inscribed circle: shew that the three tangents at their 
common point meet the sides of the triangle which intersect 
their respective conies at three points lying on a straight line. 
Shew also that the common tangents to each pair of conies 
intersect the sides of the triangle which touch the several 
pairs of conies at the above three points. 

26. With the angular points of a triangle AB C as centres, 
and the sides as asymptotes, three hyperbolas are described, 
having A\ B\ C as their vertices respectively : prove that if 

AA* sin -^ = BB' sin -^ = (70" sin - , the intersections of each 

pair of hyperbolas lie on the axis of the third. 

27- The necessary and sufficient condition in order that 
the equation ia*H-m^*+ 717^ = may represent a rectangular 
hyperbola is i! + ^ + w = 0. 

28. Shew that *J{la) + \J{m^) + V(^) = represents in 
general an ellipse, parabola, or hyperbola according as 

Imn {- + X'*"~) ^^ positive, zero, or negative ; where a, b, c 

denote the lengths of the sides of the triangle formed by 
a = 0, /3 = 0, 7 = 0. 

29. Shew that l^y+mya+na^ = represents in general 
an ellipse, parabola, or hyperbola according as 

Pa* + wV + nV - 2l7nab - 2mnbc - 2nlca 

is negative, zero, or positive. 

30. Express the equation to the circle which is con- 
centric with the inscribed circle of the triangle of reference, 
and passes through the angular point A» 

31. Find the fourth point of intersection of the conic 
sections Ivw + mwu + nuv == 0, and Tvw + mwu + n'uv = 0. 

T. C. s. 20 
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32. Shew that the equation to the radical axis of the 
circles inscribed in a triangle and circumscribed about it is 

A S O 

a cosec A cos* -«■ + )3 cosec B cos* -q + 7 cosec C cos* -„ = 0. 

33. Find the equation to the diameter of the curve 
7^7 + m/ya + na^ = which passes through the point of in- 
tersection of the straight lines y8 = and 7 = 0. 

34. Find the equation to the tangent to the curve 
^(l2)-^»^{mfi) •\-^/{ny) = 0, which is parallel to the straight 
line 7 = ; and thence shew that the centre of the curve is 

determined by r = —r = jj—r — • 

35. Employ the method of Art. 332, and the result given 
in Example 29 to find the condition which determines whether 
the general equation 

Xa» + Jlf/8" + iVy + 2i'^7 + 2ilf '72 + 2iV^'a/3 == 
represents an ellipse, parabola, or hyperbola. 

36. A conic section passes round a triangle, and the 
tangent to the curve at each angular point is parallel to the 
opposite side of the triangle : shew that the curve is an 
ellipse. 

37. OP, OQ are tangents to an ellipse at P, Q, and 
asymptotes of an hyperbola ; US is a common chord parallel 
to PQ : shew that if PR touches the hyperbola at B, Q8 
touches it at /8; also if PS, QB intersect at U, then OU 
bisects PQ. 

38. If t, u, V, w be linear functions of x and y, shew that 
the equation to the tangent at the point {t', u, v\ vf) to the 
conic section given by tu = vw is'tu'-^-ut' = vw + wv. 

39. Ifa = 0,/3 = 0,7 = 0,-? + ? + ^ = 0, ?^+f + ^=0, 
— I- r + — =0,be the. equations to the sides of a hexagon which 

^8 ^3 ^3 

circumscribes a conic section, shew that 

^i (^2^8 - ^c,) + a, ( JjCj - \c^ + a^ (6^c, - 6,c,) = 0. 



'»^W '■ ^s-* 
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40. ABO is the triangle of reference ; D, E, F are the 
middle points of the sides : express the equations to the 
straight lines which bisect the angles of the triangle DEF. 

41. Express by means of abridged notation the equation 
to the ellipse which touches the sides of a triangle at the 
middle points of the sides. 

42. From a point P two tangents are drawn to a conic 
section meeting it at the points M and N respectively ; the 
straight line through P which bisects the angle MPN meets 
the chord MN at Q ; any chord of the conic section is drawn 
through Q : shew that the segments into which the chord is 
divided by the point Q subtend equal angles at P. 



20—2 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

SECTIONS OF A CONE. ANHARMONIC RATIO AND HARMONIC 

PENCIL. 



Sections of a Cone, 

344. We shall now shew that the curves which are 
included under the name conic sections, can be obtained by 
the intersection of a cone and a plane. 

Definition. A cone is a solid figure described by the 
revolution of a right-angled triangle about one of the sides 
containing the right angle, which remains fixed. The fixed 
side is called the axis of the cone. 




Let OH be the fixed side, and OHC the right-ajigled 
triangle which revolves round OH. In order to obtain a 
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cone such as is considered in ordinary synthetical geometry, 
we should take only definite straight line 0(7; but in analy- 
tical geometry it is usual to suppose 00 indefinitely produced 
hoik ways. A section of the cone made by a plane through 
05" and 0(7 will meet the cone in a straight line 05, which 
is the position 00 would occupy after revolving half way 
round. Let a section of the cone be made by a plane per- 
pendicular to the plane BOO; let ^Pbe the section, A being 
the point where the cutting plane meets 00; we have to find 
the nature of this curve AF. Let a plane pass through any 
point P of the curve, and be perpendicular to the axis OH ; 
this plane will obviously meet the cone in a circle DPE, 
having its diameter DE in the plane BOO. Let JfPbe the 
straight line in which the plane of this circle meets the plane 
section we are considering, Jf being in the straight line DE, 
Since each of the planes which intersect in MP is perpen- 
dicular to the plane BOO, MP is perpendicular to that plane, 
and therefore to every straight line in that plane. 

Draw AF parallel to ED, and ML parallel to OB; join 
AM. Let AM= x, MP = y, OA^c, E00== a, 0AM = ; 
the angle AML will be equal to the inclination of AM to OP, 
that is, to TT — 5 — 2a. 

• 

^^ MD sin MAD sin ^, « ,,t^ ^ sin 

-Now -^rjr- = — — YTFTn = ; therefore MD = . 

MA sm MDA cos a cos a 

EM^FL^^FA'-AL^^csma-AL; 

AL __ sin AML __ sin (tt — ^ — 2a) 

AM ■" sin ALM" . (ir \ ' 

sm(^- + aj 

therefore ^ j. ^ ^ sin (g + 2a) ' 

cos a 

^ n TTir o' • a; sin (^ + 2a) 

therefore EM = 2c sm a ^ ^ . 

cos a 

But, from a property of the circle, MP' = EM. MD ; 



therefore jf = 

^ cos a 



' . X sin {0 + 2a)] 
2csma 



cos a 
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If we compare this equation with that in Art. 282, we see 
that the section is an ellipse, hyperbola, or parabola, accord- 
sin ^ sin (^ + 2a) . .. .^. ^, ^ 
ing as a is negative, positive, or zero, that 

is, according as 0-\-^aL is less than tt, greater than tt, or 
equal to tt. 

Hence if -4. Jf is parallel to OB the section is a parabola, 
\iAM produced through M meets OB the section is an ellipse, 
if J.if produced through -4 meets OjB produced through the 
section is an hyperbola. 

If c = the section is a point if ^ + 2a is less than tt, two 
straight lines if ^ + 2a is greater than tt, and one straight line 
if ^ + 2a = TT. The section is also a straight line whatever c 
may be, if ^ = or tt. 

The equation above obtained may be written 

, __ sin sin {Q + 2a) J2c sin a cos a « 

\ '^^a tsin(^ + 2a) "^ " 

suppose + 2% to be less than tt, so that the curve is an 
ellipse ; then by comparing this equation with the equation 

y^ = — g (2ax — a?), we have 



a 



__ 2c sin a cos a 5' _ sin sin {0 + 2a) 
"" sin {0 + 2a) ' a* "" cos* a 

^, ^ c sin 2a , . c' sin' a sin 

sm (0 + 2a) sm {0 + 2a) 

., , - b^ cos*a— fsin"(^ + a)--sin'a| cos'(^ + a) 

Also e =1 == ^ ^ -= ^ -. 

a cos a cos a 

If we suppose in the figure on page 308 that AM is pro- 
duced to meet the cone again at A , then 2a = AA', as might 
have been anticipated ; also b may be shewn to be a mean 
proportional between the perpendiculars from A and A' on 
the axis OH. Similar results may be obtained when the 
curve is an hyperbola. 

345. An ellipse of given excentricity can always be ob- 
tained from a given cone by properly choosing the cutting 



-^- —-rr — —' " — -^.-.---j-- 
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plane. For we have the equation cos* (^ + a) = e' cos* a, in 
which a and e are given, e being less than unity. Now it is 
manifest that there must exist a value of d between and 

^ — a which satisfies this equation, and also a value of 

between ^ — a and tt — 2a. 

From a given cone we cannot obtain an hyperbola of 
given excentricity unless the given quantities are such that 
e* cos* a is not greater than unity. 

346. Art. 344 admits of great extension. 

We may first give a more general definition of a cone. 
If a straight line move so as always to pass through a fixed 
point and a fixed curve the surface generated is called a cone. 
The fixed point is called the vertex, and the fixed curve the 
directrix. 

If a cone he formed with any conic section as directrix 
any plane section of the cone mil be a conic section. 

The demonstration will be similar to that in Art. 344. 
Let be the vertex, and instead of the circle with 5(7 as a 
diameter let there be any conic section for directrix. The 
plane SPD is to be taken parallel to the plane of the direc- 
trix, so that the curve EPD will be a similar conic section. 
The plane OBG may be any fixed plane passing through the 
vertex, so that it will not be necessarily perpendicular to the 
plane EPD, Now an equation of the second degree will hold 
between MP and MD, because the curve EPD is a conic 
section ; and MD bears a constant ratio to AM\ therefore an 
equation of the second degree holds between MP and AM. 
And MP is always parallel to a fixed direction. Therefore 
the curve AP is a conic section, 

347. In consequence of the extension of the definition 
of a cone it is necessary to have a special name for the par- 
ticular cone considered in Art. 344; and accordingly it is 
called a right circular cone. The word circular indicates 
that the directrix is a circle ; and the word right indicates 
that the straight line drawn from the vertex to the centre of 
the directrix is at right angles to the plane of the directrix. 
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An oblique circular cone is a cone in which the directrix 
is a circle, but the straight line drawn from the vertex to the 
centre of the directrix is not at right angles to the plane of 
the directrix. 

When the word cone occurs in mathematics the student 
will often have to determine from the context whether the 
word is used in the general sense of Art. 346, or is used as an 
abbreviation for right circular cone, 

348. The case of an oblique circular cone deserves sepa- 
rate consideration. 

Let be the vertex of the cone ; EPD a section parallel 
to the plane of the directrix, which is therefore a circle. 

Q 




Let AP be a section made by any plane. Let Pp be the 
intersection of these two planes ; and ED that diameter of 
the base which bisects Pp, Let M be the point of bisection, 
and MA the intersection of the plane PAp and the plane 
EOD, Then MP is always parallel to a fixed direction, but 
is not necessarily at right angles to AM. 

Proceeding as in Art. 344 we have MP^ '=EM .MD. 
Now EM= FA — AL, Also the ratio of AL to AM is con- 
stant, and so is that of MD to AM, Thus finally we obtain 
MP^ = X,AM—fi, AM^y where \ and fx are constants, which 
involve FA and the sines and cosines of the angles MAD, 
MBA, AML. 

It is easy to shew that in a certain special case the section 
is a circle. Suppose the plane OED perpendicular to the 
plane of the directrix ; and suppose the plane MAP perpen- 
dicular to the plane OED : then MP is at right angles to 
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AM. Let ^3f produced meet OE at A' ; then the section 
will be a circle provided MP^ = AM. MA\ that is provided 
AM. MA' = EM. MD. This requires the triangles A MD and 
A ME to be similar ; thus the angle MAD must be equal to 
the angle ME A', and the angle MDA equal to the angle 
MAE, Such a section of an oblique circular cone is called a 
suh'Contrary section. 

349. Conversely, suppose we have a given conic section, 
and we require to form an oblique circular cone which shall 
contain the conic section. 

Refer the conic section to axes consisting of a diameter 
and the tangent at its extremity. The angle between these 
axes will determine the angle AMP of the preceding figure. 
Then X and fi will have known values, so that we have two 
equations for finding four unknown quantities, namely, FA 
and the angles MAD, MDA, AML. Hence the problem is 
indeterminate ; and will remain indeterminate even if one 
condition is introduced. 

Such a condition, for example, might be the following : 
let MA produced meet at Q the plane through parallel to 
the plane of the directrix ; and let AQ hQ required to have 
a given value. 

Suppose -4if produced to meet 0J?at-4'; then 

OQ__MD OQ LA 

AQ^MA' ^"^^ AQ'^ MA' 

,^ . OQ' MD.AL 

^^^'^^''^ aqTaq—ma^' 

The right-hand expression is what we have denoted by fi ; 
thus when the conic section is given, and also AQ, it follows 
that 0$ is known. 



Anharmonic Ratio and Harmonic Pencil. 

350. "We will now give a short account of anharmonic 
ratios and harmonic pencils, which are often used in investi- 
gating and enunciating properties of the conic sections. 
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Let there be four straight lines meeting at a point ; then 
if any straight line ADGB be drawn across the system, 

~rp^ -5- -=r7v will be a constant ratio. 
AG DG 




Suppose the point where the straight lines meet ; then 
AB sin A OB AG sin AOG 



therefore 



AO sin ABO' AO smAOO' 

AB BJnAOB Bin AGO 
AG sinAOG'sinABO' 



Similarly 



DB^sinDOB sin D GO 
DG^sinBOG'sinDBO' 



therefore 



AB ^ DB _ s in A OB sin DOB 
AG' DG'^ sin AOG' sinDOG' 



Now suppose any other straight line A'D'C'B' drawn 
across the system, then since AOB and A OB! are the same 
angle, and so on for the other angles, we have 

AB DB _ AB' D'B' 
AG ' DG AG' '' D'G" 

which proves the proposition. 
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Similarly we can prove that each of the following is a 
constant ratio 

AB__CB .AG_BG_ 

AD • CD AD ' BD' 

351. Definitions, Any four straight lines meeting at 
a point form a pencil, 

A straight line drawn across a pencil is called a trans- 
versaL 

The four points at which the straight line meets the pencil 
is called a range. 

A ^^x. ^ ^ ^' ^S DB AB CB 

Any one of the constant ratios ~r7V"T--rrrY, —rr^'^-Frry 
•^ AG DG AD CD 

AG BC 

AT} "^ Wh ^^ c^^^^^ ^^ anharmonic ratio of the pencil. 

The pencil is called harmonic if AB .DG= AD . B G, that 
is, if the rectangle formed hy the whole straight line (AB) 
and the middle part (DG) is equal to the rectangle of the 
other two parts {AD), (BG). 

352. The harmonic pencil is so called because it divides 
any transversal harmonically. For since AB . DG == AD . B G, 

-jj^ = jTny that is, if we call ABy AG, AD^ the first, second, 

and third quantities respectively, the first is to the third as 
the difference of the first and second is to the difference of the 
second and third. 

When the pencil is harmonic (me of the three constant 
ratios of the pencil is equal to unity. 

We shall sometimes select one of the anharmonic ratios of 
a pencil, and confine our attention to it, and shall then speak 
of the selected ratio as the anharmonic ratio of the pencil. 

353. Suppose OA, OB, OG, Oi> form an harmonic pencil ; 
if we take any new origin 0', and join D'A, OB, O'G, O'D, 
these four straight lines form a new harmonic pencil ; for the 
transversal ABGD is cut harmonically. 
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354. The anharmonic ratio of a pencil is not altered if 
the transversal meet the straight lines of the pencils produced^ 
instead of the straight lines themselves. 




Suppose OA, OB, 00, OD to be a pencil, and let a 
transversal AB' O'D' meet three straight lines of the pencil, 
and the fourth A produced at A'. The angles A' OB, A OB 
are supplemental; and so are AOD, AOV', and so on. 
Hence any anharmonic ratio formed on AB CD is equal to 
the corresponding ratio formed on A'B'C'I/. 

355. Suppose AB.GD = AD.BC, so that OA, OB, O C, 
OD form an harmonic pencil. By the last proposition 

A'E G'B' _AB , GB 
ALf ' CD' ad'' CD ' 

therefore OA, OB, 0G\ OB form an harmonic pencil. 

Similarly 0G\ OB, OA, and DO produced through O 
will form an harmonic pencil. Thus from one harmonic 
pencil by producing the straight lines through the vertex, 
we can derive four other harmonic pencils. 

356. The straight lines whose equations are a = 0, /8 = 0, 
a — A:y8 = 0, a + A^yS = form an harmonic pencil. 

Let OM be the straight line a = 0, ON the straight line 
)9 = 0, OP the straight line a-kfi = 0, OQ the straight line 
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Let a transversal meet the pencil at mpnq^ ; then (Art. 71) 

si nPOilf ., sinQOi f 



therefore 



sinPOif si n QON 
linFON' sin QOM 



= 1; 



therefore (as in Art 350) — . 2?^ = 1 : 

therefore pm.qn^pn.qm. 

The same result will follow if we draw the transversal in 
a different position. The harmonic pencil is so formed that 
its outside straight lines are always one of the two a = and 
yS = 0, and one of the two a — A;y8 = and a + kfi=0. 

357. The anharmonic ratio of the four straight lines 

k 
a = 0, )8 = 0, a-A?y3 = 0, a + A?'/S = 0, is p. 

For as in the preceding Article we have 



am F ON 

k 



^hQON 



therefore, by Art. 351, p expresses the anharmooic ratio. 
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358. Article 356 will also hold if the equations to the 
straight lines he u = Oy v = 0,u — kv = Oy and w + iv = 0. For, 
by Art. 57, we have u = \ol, v = fi^, where \ and /a are con- 
stant quantities; hence the equations u — kv=^Q and u-\-hv = Q 
may be written Xa — Ar/i^ = and Xa + A:/i)S = 0, or a — fc'/8 = 

and a + k'^ = Q, where k'=-^. Hence Article 356 becomes 
immediately applicable, 

359. The four straight lines EB, EG, EG, EF, in Art. 75. 
form an harmonic pencil ; for their equations are 

By symmetry FB, FA, FG, FE, will also form ati har- 
monic pencil. 

Also GB, GG, OF, GE form an harmonic pencil, for their 
equations are respectively 

lu — mv = 0, mv — nw = 0, lu — mv — {mv — nw) = 0, 

lu — mv + mv — nw = 0. 

360. A straight line drawn through the intersection of 
two tangents to a conic section is divided harmonically by 
the curve and the chord of contact. 

Refer the curve to the langents as axes ; its equation will 
be of the form (Art. 293) 



g + |_l)V^ = (1). 



Suppose a straight line drawn through the origin, and let 
its equation be (Art. 27) 

7 = — = r (2). 

Thus the distances from the origin of the points of inter- 
section of (1) and (2) will be the values of r found from the 
equation 



(If* THV \' 
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(1+1-^1+'*^'"=^ • (^^- 

If r' and r" be the roots of the equation, we have 

1 1 ^ /Z m\ ,,v 

r'^l^ = %^i) W. 

Also the equation to the chord of contact is 

M-i=» ■.-(«• 

Hence for the distance (r J of the point of intersection of 
(2) and (6) from the origin, we have the equation 

A+-F=l' ''rrl^Ti ^^^- 

2 11 

From (4) and (6) we have — = -7 + -77, thus r^ is an har- 

monic mean between r and r". 

Since LMNO is divided harmonically, if from any point in 
AB we draw straight lines to L, N, and 0, these straight lines 

o 




with AB form an harmonic pencil. A particular case is that 
in which the point in AB is the intersection of the tangents 
at JT and L, which we know will meet on AB produced. 
(See Arts. 103, 185.) 
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361. Let A, B, C, D he four points on a conic section, 
and P any fifth point. Let a denote the perpendicular from 
P on AB, /8 the perpendicular from the same point on BC, 
7 on CD, S on DA. Then by Art. 336 we know that 
wherever P may be, ary bears a constant ratio to fiS. Now 
AB . a = twice the area of the triangle PAB 

=^PA.PB.smAPBi 

^, ^ PA.PB. sin APB 

therefore a = j^ • 

AB 

Similar values may be found for /8, y, S. Thus 

PA.PB.P G.PD . .pp . ^p^ 

.j^ ^j. sin APB . sin CPD 

AB, CD 

bears a constant ratio to 

PA.PB. PC. PD 



BC.AD 



smBPC.smDPA; 



^, J, sm APB . sin CPD . . . xi. i. • xt_ -i 

therefore - — ttf^ — - — ttw-^ is constant, that is, the pencil 
sin BPC . sm DPA ^ 

drawn from any point P to the four points A, B, C, D, has a 

constant anharmonic ratio. 



EXAMPLES. 

1. Dififerent elliptic sections of a right cone are taken 
all perpendicular to one plane which contains the axis of the 
cone : if the elliptic sections have equal major axes, shew that 
the locus of the centres is an ellipse. 

2. If two spheres be inscribed in a right cone so as to 
touch the plane of any section, the points of contact of the 
plane with the spheres will be the foci of the conic section, 
and the intersections of this plane with the planes of contact 
of the spheres and the cone will be the directrices of the conic 
section. 
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3. Find the locus of the foci of all the parabolas which 
can be cut from a given cone. 

4. Shew that a given hyperbola cannot be cut from a 
given cone unless the vertical angle of the cone is greater than 
the angle between the asymptotes of the hyperbola. 

5. Shew that the latus rectum of any section of a given 
cone varies as the perpendicular from the vertex of the cone 
on the plane of section. 

6. A conic section circumscribes a triangle, and at each 
angular point the tangent, the two sides of the triangle, and 
the perpendicular on the opposite side form an harmonic 
pencil : determine the equation to the conic section. 

7. If the equations to the three diagonals of a quadri- 
. lateral be t^ = 0, v=0, «^ = 0, shew that the equations to the 

four sides may be put in the form lu + mv + nw = 0, 
^lu + mv-\-nw = 0, lu-'mv + mv = 0, lu-^mv — nw = 0. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



PROJECTIONS. 



362. In the preceding Chapters we have carried on our 
investigations chiefly by the aid of co-ordinates ; there are 
various other methods by which we may discover and de- 
monstrate theorems relating to the Conic Sections : we shall 
now explain one of these, which is called the method of 
projections, 

363. There are two kinds of projection which may be 
called respectively orthogonal projection and conical pro- 
jection : we proceed to consider the former. 

364. Definitions. From any point let a perpendicular 
be drawn on a fixed plane ; the intersection of the perpen- 
dicular with the plane is called the orthogonal projection of 
the point on the plane. The plane on which the perpen- 
dicular is drawn is called the plane of projection. 

The orthogonal projection of any line straight or curved 

is the locus of the orthogonal projection of every point in 

that line. 

« 

365. We shall use the word projection as equivalent to 
the term orthogonal projection, until the contrary is specified. 

366. The projection of a straight line is in general a 
straight line. 




Let PQ be a straight line. From any point P in the 
straight line draw Pp perpendicular to the plane of projection, 



i 
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ineeting it at /?. Let a plane pass through PQ and Pp, and 
let its intersection with the plane of projection he^q. 

Then pq is a straight line, by Euclid, XL 3: and we shall 
shew that pq is the projection of PQ. 

Take any point B in PQ ; and in the plane QPp draw 
Br parallel to i^, ineeting pq ai r: then Br is perpendicular 
to the plane of projection, by Euclid, xi. 8, so that r is the 
projection of B. 

If the given straight line be perpendicular to the plane of 
projection, its projection is a point. 

367. The length of the projection- of a straight line is 
equal to the length of the original straight line multiplied by 
the cosine of the angle between the straight line and its, pro- 
jection. 

Let PQ be a straight line, pq its projection; draw Pm 
parallel to pq meeting Qq at m. Then 

pq = Pm = PQ cos QPm. 

And by the angle between PQ and pq is meant the angle 
between one of these straight lines as PQ, and any straight 
line Pm parallel to the other. Thus QPm is the angle be- 
tween PQ and pq. 

368. The projections of parallel straight lines are them- 
selves parallel straight lines. 

Let there be two parallel straight lines : denote them by 
PQ and BS. Let p denote the projection of P, and r the 
projection of B. 

The plane QPp is parallel to the plane SBr, by Euclid, 
XI. 15 ; the intersections of these planes with the plane of 
projection are parallel by Euclid, xi. 16 ; and these inter- 
sections are the projections of PQ and B8 by Art. 366. 

The angle between PQ and its projection is equal to the 
angle between BS and its projection by Euclid, XL 10. 

369. Let the boundary of any plane figure be projected; 
then the area of the projected figure is equal to the area of the. 

21—2 
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original figure multiplied by the cosine of the angle between 
the two planes. 

First, suppose the figure to be a triangle having one side 
in the plane of projection. 

Let ABC be the triangle, having the side AB in the 




plane of projection. Let c be the projection of C, Draw 
CJ) perpendicular to AB, and join cD. 

Cc is perpendicular both to -4 c and Be ; thus 
AD' = AC^'-GD' = Ac'+Cc''-{Bc'-{-Cc') = Ac'''Bc'] 
therefore the angle ABc is a right angle. 

Now the area of ABc = - AB, Be; and the area of 

ABG=^AB.BG: therefore 

SiveB,o{ABc Dc ^r\ 

c AT>n = -7T7r= COS CBc ) 

aiea. 01 ABG BG ' 

and GBc is the angle of inclinatipn of the planes. 
Next, suppose the figure to be any triangle. 
Let ABG be any triangle. Let the plane o{ ABC meet 






the plane of projection in the straight line ab. Let 7 denote J 
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the angle between the planes. Join aB. Then, by the 
former case, 

area of projection of aCb = area of aCbx cos 7, 
area of projection of aBb = area of aBb x cos 7 ; 

therefore, by subtraction, 

area of projection of a GB = area of aCB x cos 7. 

This shews that the proposition is true for any triangle 
which has' one angular point in the plane of projection. 
Hence it is also true for the triangle aAB, And therefore, 
by subtraction, it is true for the triangle ABC. 

Next, suppose that the area is any plane rectilinear 
figure. Then the figure may be decomposed into triangles, 
and as the proposition is true for each triangle, it is true for 
the whole figure. 

Last, suppose that the area is bounded by curved lines. 
We may inscribe any rectilinear polygon in this figure, and 
the proposition will be true of the polygon ; and by suffi- 
ciently increasing the number of sides of the polygon, and 
diminishing the length of each side, the area of the polygon 
can be made to differ as little as we please from the area of 
the figure. Thus we may admit that the proposition is also 
true for the area bounded by the curved lines. 

370. The projection of the tangent at any point of a curve 
is the tangent at the corresponding point of the projection of 
the curve. 

Let P and Q be two points on a curve; let jp and j 
be their projections. Then the straight line through p and q 
is the projection of the straight line through P and Q. Let 
Q move along the curve to P ; then the limiting position of 
the secant through P and Q is the tangent at P to the curve: 
and as Q moves to P along the curve, q moves to p along the 
projection of the curve, and the limiting position of the secant 
through^ and q is the tangent at p to the projection of the 
curve. 

371. The projection of a circle is, an ellipse. 
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Let Ghe the centre of a circle ; let BGff be that diameter 
which is perpendicular to the intersection of the plane of the 




circle and the plane of projection. Let AA* be the diameter 
at right angles to Bff. 

Take any point P on the circumference of the circle, and 
draw FM perpendicular to AA'. Then 

GM' + PiP^CP'=CA\ 

Now, suppose the projections of (7, P, M to be denoted 
by c, p, m respectively. Then cm is parallel and equal to 
CAT, and ^m = PM cos 7, where 7 is the angle of inclination 
of PM to its projection. Thus 

^ ' cos 7 
Let ctn = x, pm=y, CA=r: then 



1 r' 

COS 7 



Now 7 is the same for every ordinate ; see Art. 368 ; and 
cm and mp are at right angles by the reasoning in the first 
part of Art. 369. Thus the above equation represents an ellipse 
having r for the semi-axis major, and r cos 7 for the semi-axis 
minor. 

The straight line ACA' is either the line of intersection 
of the plane of the circle and the plane of projection, or is 
parallel to this line. In the former case m and M coincide, 
and 7 is the angle of inclination of the two planes ; in the 
latter case 7 is equal to the angle of inclination of the two 
planes by Euclid, XI. 10. 



AREA OF AN ELLIPSE. 327 

It is obvious that the centre of the circle is projected into 
the centre of the ellipse. 

372. Conjugate diameters of an ellipse are the projections 
of diameters of a circle which are at right angles to each 
other^ 

For if diameters of a circle are at right angles to each 
other, each diameter is parallel to the tangent at the extremity 
of the other diameter. 

Hence, by Arts. 368 and 370, the projection of each dia- 
meter is parallel to the tangent to the projection of the 
circle at the extremity of the other diameter. Therefore, by 
Art. 191, the projections of diameters of the circle which are 
at right angles to each other are conjugate diameters of the 
ellipse. 

373. The area bounded by two radii of a circle which 
are at right angles to each other, and the corresponding arc 
of the circle, is a quarter of the area of the circle. Therefore, 
by Arts. 369 and 372, the area howaded by two conjugate semi- 
diameters of an ellipse and the corresponding arc of the ellipse 
is one quarter of the area of the ellipse. 

374. To find the area of an ellipse. 

Let a and b be the major and minor semi-axes of the ellipse ; 
therefore, by Art. 371, the ellipse can be obtained by projection 
from a circle of radius a; and the cosine of the angle between 

the plane of the circle and the plane of the ellipse is - . The 

area of the circle is known to be Tra' ; see Trigonometry. 

Hence, by Art. 369, the area of the ellipse is - x 7rd\ 

that is irab. 

375. It is now easy to see that certain properties may 
be immediately inferred to belong to the ellipse from the fact 
that they belong to the circle ; for example, the results of 
Arts. 182, 184, 185, and 194 may be thus obtained. Such 
properties are called projective properties. 

Also Art. 203 may be thus obtained ; for it is obvious by 
Euclid, III. 31, that if a chord and a diameter of a circle are 
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parallel, the supplemental chord is parallel to the diameter 
of the circle which is at right angles to the first. 

376. Again, Art. 208 may be obtained by projection. 
For by Euclid, ill. 35, if two chords of a circle intersect, the 
rectangles contained by their segments are equal. Denote 
the chords by POp and QOq, so that PO x Op= QO x Oq. 
Let CD be a radius parallel to OP, and GE a radius par- 
allel to OQ. Then as GD^ GE, we have 

POxOp QOx Oq 
GD^ " GW • 

Now when the circle is projected into an ellipse, since 
PO is parallel to CD, the projection of PO bears to the 
projection of GD the same ratio as PO bears to CD ; and in 
like manner the projection of Op bears to the projection of 
GD the same ratio as Op bears to GD, A similar remark 
applies to the projections oi QO and GE, and to the pro- 
jections of Oq and GE, Hence the property of the ellipse 
follows from that of the circle by projection. 

377. It will be instructive for the student to apply the 
method of projections to the following examples: 20, 38, 42, 
50 of the Examples attached to Chapter IX, and 2, 3, 9, 
19, 23, 24, 25, 31, 32, 43, 52 of the Examples attached to 
Chapter x. 

378. "We proceed to consider the other kind of projectioik 
which is called coniccd projection, and sometimes perspective 
projection, 

379. Definitions. The conical projectioiji of any point 
on a given plane is the intersection of the plane by a straight 
line drawn from a fixed origin through the point The conical 
projection of any line, straight or curved, is the locus of the 
conical projections of every point in that line. Or we 
may put the definition thus: if every point in a line, straight 
or curved, be joined with a fixed origin, the assemblage of 
these joining straight lines will constitute a cone, and the 
intersection of the cone with any given plane is called the 
conical projection of the line on the plane. 
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The fixed origin is called the vertex, the given plane 
is called the plane of projection ; when the projected line lies 
in a plane, that plane is called the original plane. 

380. It is obvious from our definition that the shadow 
formed on any plane by a figure when light falls on it from 
a point, is the conical projection of the figure corresponding 
to the point as vertex. 

By the single word projection in the remainder of this 
Chapter is to be understood conical projection. 

381. The projection of a straight line is in general a 
straight line. 

For the projection of a straight line is the intersection of 
two planes, namely, the plane of projection and the plane 
passing through the given straight line and the vertex. 

If the given straight line passes through the vertex, its 
projection on any plane not passing through the vertex is 
a point. 

382. The projection of the tangent to a curve at any point 
is the tangent to the projection of the curve at the corresponding 
2>oint 

This may be established in the manner of Art. 370. 

383. Projections on parallel planes of the same figure 
with the same vertex are similar. 

Let denote the vertex. Let P, Q, R be the projections 
of three points of a figure on any plane ; p, q, r the pro- 
jections of the same points respectively on a parallel plane. 

Join PQ, QB, pq, qr. Then by Euclid, VI. 4, 

PQ^OP^QR 
pq Op qr 

Also the angle PQR = the angle pqr by Euclid, xi. 10. 

In this way we can shew when the projections are recti- 
linear figures that they are similar ; and the proposition may 
be extended to curvilinear figures in the manner exemplified 
in Art. 309. 
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384. It follows from our definitions that if two plane 
sections be made of a cone, each curve thus obtained may be 
considered as the projection of the other. Now it appears 
from Art. 349, that any conic section may be projected into 
a circle by a suitable adjustment of the cone and the plane 
of projection. And thus it will follow that certain pro- 
perties may be inferred to be true for the conic sections 
when they have been shewn to be true for the circle. Such 
properties of a figure as may be inferred to be true for the 
projection of the figure are called projective properties. It is 
not possible to give a brief definition of these properties ; 
it will be seen that they relate to the positions of points 
and straight lines, and not to the magnitudes of lines. 

385. For an example of projective properties we may 
take the theory of poles and polars. Thus the properties 
of Arts. 101 and 102 being demonstrated for a circle, may be 
inferred to be true of any conic section by Arts. 382 and 
384. 

Again, Pascal's Theorem and Brianchon's Theorem might 
be demonstrated for the circle, and then inferred to hold for 
any conic section. Of course the method would be ad- 
vantageous only in the case in which it would be easier to 
demonstrate the property for the circle than for a conic sec- 
tion generally. 

386. But the great advantage of the method of pro- 
jection arises from the fact that by properly choosing the 
projecting cone and the plane of projection, we are able to 
simplify the theorem we wish to establish by substituting 
some particular case instead of the general enunciation : this 
we shall now proceed to explain. 

387. It is obvious from our definition that every point 
has its projection unless it lies in a plane through the vertex 
parallel to the plane of projection ; and then the straight line 
from the vertex through the point never meets the plane of 
projection. Hence we may say that points in the plane 
through the vertex parallel to the plane of projection have no 
projections ; this is usually expressed by saying that such 
points are projected to infinity. 
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The plane through the vertex parallel to the plane of 
projection may be called the vertex plane. 

388. If two straight lines intersect in the vertex plane 
their projections are parallel straight lines. 

The projections cannot meet because the point at which 
the original lines meet is projected to infinity by Art. 387. 

389. Conversely, if the projection of a point is at an 
infinite distance, that point must be in the vertex plane. If 
the projections of two or more points are at an infinite dis- 
tance, those points must be in the vertex plane ; if the points 
are known to be also in another plane, they must be in 
the intersection of this plane and the vertex plane, so that 
they must be in a straight line. 

390. Any angle may he projected into an angle of as- 
signed magnitude. 

Let A denote the angular point ; let a plane be drawn 
parallel to the plane of projection meeting the straight lines 
which form the angle at B and C On BC in the plane 
parallel to the plane of projection describe a segment of a 
circle containing an angle equal to the given angle. Join A 
with any point on this segment and take any point on the 
joining straight line for the vertex. Then the angle BAG 
will be projected into an angle of the assigned magnitude. 

391. In the preceding investigation, the plane of pro- 
jection may be any plane which does not coincide with the 
plane of the angle, and is not parallel to it : we may, there- 
fore, take the plane of projection such that the corresponding 
vertex plane shall pass through an assigned straight line, 
that is, so that an assigned straight line shall be projected to 
infinity. 

If we require a second angle to be also projected into 
an angle of assigned magnitude, we must determine in the 
manner employed a second segment of a circle ; and when 
these segments intersect, the point of intersection may be 
taken as the vertex. 
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392. Any quadrilateral may he projected into a parallelo' 
gram having a given angle* 

Draw the third diagonal of the quadrilateral; see Art. 75. 
Take the plane of projection such that this straight line is 
projected to infinity : then the projection of the quadrilateral 
is a parallelogram, for the opposite sides of the projection do 
not meet. 

393. As an example of the application of projections we 
will take the following theorem : a quadrilateral is inscribed 
in a conic section ; tangents are drawn at the angular points, 
thus forming a second quadrilateral : the diagonals of both 
quadrilaterals intersect at a point. 

Project the figure so that the inscribed quadrilateral may- 
be a rectangle ; see Art. 392. The sides of a rectangle in- 
scribed in a conic section are parallel to the axes. Hence, 
by symmetry, the diagonals of this figure and of that formed 
by the tangents at the angular points will intersect at a 
point. 

394. Any conic section rrmy he projected into a circle, and 
a given straight line in the plane of the conic which does not 
intersect the conic section Tnay he at the same time projected to 
infinity. 

This has been shewn in Art. 349. 

395. The following demonstration of Pascal's Theorem 
has been given by the method of projections : Project the 
conic into a circle, so that the quadrilateral formed by two 
pairs of opposite sides may become a parallelogi*am ; see 
Arts. 392 and 394: the theorem then reduces to a simple 
property of the circle, namely, if a hexagon be inscribed 
in a circle, and two pairs of opposite sides be parallel, so is 
the third pair. This simple property may be established by 
elementary geometry. 

This demonstration is however not complete. For in 
Art. 394, there is the limitation that the straight line which 
is projected to infinity does not intersect the conic section, and 
thus Pascal's Theorem is only established for such figures as 
conform to this restriction. Writers who use the method 
of projections are accustomed to assume that theorems whiclj 
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are demonstrated under certain limitations will hold when 
those limitations are removed. For example, a straight line 
which really does not meet a curve, is called an ideal secant, 
and treated in effect as if it did meet the curve. But it 
would be beyond the scope of an elementary work like 
the present to discuss the grounds on which the assumption 
is based. 



EXAMPLES. 

The following Examples may be treated by the method 
of projections: 

1. GP and CD are any two conjugate semi-diameters of 
a given ellipse ; tangents to the ellipse at P and D meet 
at T: shew that the triangle CPT is equal to the tri- 
angle GDT. 

2. CP and CD are any conjugate semi-diameters of a 
given ellipse ; K is any point in PDy and GL is the semi- 
diameter parallel to PD : shew that the triangle KCL is of 
constant area. 

3. CP and GD are any conjugate semi-diameters of a 
given ellipse; PQ is a chord drawn parallel to a fixed 
straight line: shew that DQ will be parallel to a fixed 
straight line. 

4. If from the extremities of the axes of an ellipse any 
four parallel straight lines be drawn, the points at which they 
cut the curve will be the extremities of conjugate diameters. 

5. GP and GQ are any two semi-diameters of an ellipse; 
from Pa straight line is drawn parallel to the conjugate to 
CP, meeting GQ at M ; from Q a straight line is drawn par- 
allel to the conjugate to CQ, meeting GP at N\ shew that 
the triangles GPM and GQN are equal. 

6. PQ is any diameter of an ellipse; JJ, 8 any two 
points on the curve ; let PR and Q8, or these straight lines 
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produced, meet at ilf, and PS and QB at T: shew that TM 
is parallel to the diameter conjugate to PQ. 

7. If parallelograms which circumscribe an ellipse have 
their areas constantly equal to n times that on the major and 
minor axes, all the angular points of the parallelograms lie 
on two ellipses similar to the given one, and having their 
axes to those of the given ellipse as *J{n^ + n) ± t^Ji^ — n) to 
unity. 

8. If a parallelogram be inscribed in the inner of two 
similar, concentric, and similarly situated ellipses, and its 
sides be produced to meet the outer, and the adjacent points 
of intersection belonging to each pair of parallel lines be 
joined, shew that the quadrilateral figure formed by producing 
these joining straight lines will be a parallelogram, having its 
corners situated on a third ellipse, similar to the two former, 
and independent of the original parallelogram. 
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CHAPTER I. 

8. The co-ordinates of D are ^ {x^ + x^ and | (y, + y J. The 
co-ordinates of G are ^ (x^ + a^j + ajj ^"^^ J (^i + ^s + ^a)* 

10. Let r and ^ be the polar co-ordinates of C, Then the 
angle ^ 00 = the angle ^0C7; or 6 -0 =6^-0', thus ^=^(^j-f-^J. 

Again, from the known expression for the area of a triangle 
(see Trigonometry, Chapter xvi.), triangle AOB = ^r^r^ sin (O^—Oi), 
triangle ^ 0(7 = ^nr sin (^ - 0^), triangle £00 = ^r^r sin (0^ - 0), 

Thus r^r, sin (tf J - ^j) = r^r sin (^ - ^i) + r/ sin (^j, - ^) 

= r(r^ + r;)sm^{0^-e,); 

therefore r {r^ + r J = 2r^r^ cos ^ (tf^ — 0^, 

CHAPTER ni. 

1. {l)y + 2x=h (2)a;=2. (3) y=a:. (4)a;=a 

2. y-4 — 3(a;-4), y-4 = i(a;-4). 

3. y-l = (V3-2)a;, y-1 =-(V3 + 2)a;. 

1 

4. y = a, y = -a?. 5. y = -j-x, x = 0. 

6. 90^ a;=-^, y = f. 7. 60^ 8. 45". 

9. y = ±(aj-a). 10. y = a?. 11. 2J2, 

J{a' + b) ^ a-i-o a a 

15. (1) The origin. (2) Two straight lines, y = x and y = -x. 
(3) Two straight lines, x=0 and x + y = 0, (4) The axes. (5) Im- 
possible. (6) Two straight lines, x=0 and y = a. 16. (1) Two 
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straight lines, x = a and y = h. (2) The point (a, h). (3) The point 
(0, a). 17. The straight lines y = x and y = 3a5. 19. 4y = 5a:, 
and 3y + 2a; — 20 = 0. 20. Let a be the length of the side of 
the hexagon; the equations are to AB, ^ = 0; -4(7, yj^ = x; 
AD,y = xJ3; AH^x^O; AF,y + x^S = 0', £0, y= J3 {x--a); 
BD, a; = aj BE, y + JS{x-a) = 0; BF, yJ3+x-a = 0', CD, 
y + aj^3 = 2a^3; QE, y^3 + a;=3a; OF, 2y = aJ3', DE, 
y = JZa; DF, yJ3^x = 2a; EF, y-a;^3 = a^3. 21. If 
{^v ydf (^» ya)> (^w t/») ^ *^® angular points, the co-ordinates of 

the point midway between the first and second are ^ ' , ^^ ^' ; 

similarly the co-ordinates of the point midway between the seconci 
and third points are known ] and then the required equation can 

be found by Art. 35. 22. ^^^^tano). 24. -+ ? = 1, 

- = T ; tangent of the angle between them — 5 — r^ . 29. The 
a a—b 

points whose abscissae are a + t /s/(a' + V) and a - -? \/(a' + ft*). 

31. ^^^^^'^^ . 35. 90^. 36. i^(^) = Ogives a system 

of straight lines through the origin ; sin 3tf = gives the three 
straight lines y = 0, y=^xJ3, y = -x^3. 40. The second 

pair of straight lines bisect the angles included by the first pair. 
44. Let ABO be the triangle ; take A for the origin and straight 
lines through A parallel to the two given straight lines as axes ; 
let «!, yi be the co-ordinates of B, and x^, y^ those of (7. Then it 
may be shewn that the equations to the three diagonals are 

from these equations it may be shewn that the three diagonals 
meet at a point. 45. Take as origin and use polar equations 
to the given fixed straight lines. 46. Let as^ be the abscissa of the 
point of intersection of the two straight lines ; then the area of the 
triangle is i (c, - Cj) Xi, 47. This may be solved by x\rt. 11. 
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Or we may use the result of the preceding Example; for by draw- 
ing a figure we shall obtain three triangles to which the preceding 
Example applies, and the required area is the difference between 
two of these triangles and the third. The result is 

\2 (w, - Wa) 2 (m^ — m,) 2 (m, - m^)) ' 
which may aldo be written thus 

2 (/Wj - m^) (wii - w,) (w, - mi) 

That sign should be taken which gives a positive result. It will 
be seen that the numerator vanishes if the three points of inter-, 
section of the straight lines lie on a straight line ; the denominator 
vanishes if any two of the straight lines are parallel. 

CHAPTER IV. 

OS U X 1J 

1; — +T = — 7+i7» 7. Since the requii*ed straight line is 
a a 

parallel to that considered in Example 5, we may assume for its 

equation a cos A — p cos -5 + A; = 0, where k is some constant to be 

determined. Now at the middle point of AB, we have — a = ^ sin -5, 

— j8 =i - sin -4 ; therefore — ^ sin B cos -4 + - sin -4 cos jB + ^ = ; 

thus h is determined. 1 3. Assume for the equation Xtt + /it? + vi«? = ; 
then since the straight line passes through the first point, 
X^ + /*w + vw = 0, and since it passes through the second point, 
XZ' + fim' + vri' = 0. From these two equations find the ratios 
of A, fi, V ; thus we obtain for the required equation 
(nvri — m!ln) u + (nV - n'l) v + (Zm' - Pm) w=0* 

14. ah {u-v) + c {b + a) w = 0. 

15. Assume for the required equation la + mfi + wy = ; at the 
centre of the inscribed circle a = j8 = y ; thus l-\-m + n = 0; at the 
centre of the circumscribed circle a, /3, y are proportional respec- 
tively to cos A, cos By cos C ; thus I cos A + 7n cos B + n cos (7 = 0. 
Hence the required result may be obtained, 

T, C. S, 22 
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18, To OF, 2mv-'nw = 0; to DF, 2lu-2mv-^nw = 0; 
to AQ, lu" 2mv + 2nw = ; to BQ, lu - 2mv = 0. 

26. Take a = 0, )8=0, y = to represent the sides of the 
triangle A' EC] then the equations to BG, CA, AB will be respec- 
tively )3 + y=0, y + aarO,a + ^=0. Then the equation to AA' 
-will be ^ - y = 0, so that A A' is perpendicular to BG. 

27. The equation to 00' is /S-y^O; take )S-y-\a=0 
for the equation to the straight line drawn through 2). Then it will 
be found that the equation to OF is )8 - y — X (a — y) = 0, and that 
the equation to O'E is j8 - y - X (a + j8) = 0. Thus at the point F 
we have )8 ~ — y. The same relation holds at the point Q, 

28 la-hmp + ny ^___ 

J {I* + m' + n'— 2mn cos A — 2nl ooaB — Hm cos G) 



^^ 



J(r + jfi* + n' - 2m!n' cos A - Ml' cos B - 2Vw! cos G) * 



30. See Ex. 29 and page 72. 31. Denote the triangle 

© sm F 
by FQR ; the area is ^ . ^ . — ^ where fp is the perpendicular 

M sm x^ sin JK 

from P on $i?. The length of this perpendicular is known from 
Example' 30; and sin P, sin Q, and sin E are known from page 70. 

32. a\ + 6/A+cv = 0. 33. ZX + mfi + nv=0. 

34. We must have — r — = — — — identical with 

A ft 

a — a aa + hP — (aa + h^ ^ 

X ~" cv 

A F li» 

this rives a\ + bu, + cv = 0» 35. We shall find that -j-pz = , '- — ; 

.AF^ U> , triangle AF F rhe 

AB lb + ma ' triangle ABG ~~ {Ic + na) {lb + ma) ' 

. , triangle DBF ^ 2ahc Imn 

triangle ABG ~ (fc + na) {lb + ma) {nb + mc) * 



• 
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o 

37, Divide by y' ; thus we have a quadratic in — : then 

as in Art. 60 we obtain (^ - AB) (Z>* - 5(7) = {FD - BE)\ that is 

AD^ + BE* + GF* - ABG - 2DEF= 0. 

38. See .Art. 9 and xii. of Art. 78 : thus we get the first 
form. Also (oj - a,) sin -4 + (^j - ^,) sin -ff + (yj - y^ sin (7 = ; 
transpose the last term and square ; thus we express (04 — a,) (jSj — fi^ 
in terms of (04 -aa)', (Pi-P^', and (yi-y,)', and so obtain the 
second form. To obtain the third foim from the first wa put 

- ^'^""^U cffi-jg^sinig-f (y^-ya)sinC| for(ai-o,)», and maJke a 
sin ^ V J 

similar substitution for (jSi- A)'. 



c' 



CHAPTER V. 

1. {^ + fy = a\x'^f). 3. y" = cV2a/-^. 

4. y'* sin* a = ^aac. 6. By Art. 83, we have 

sin(<i)— a) sin((t> — iS) . sin a , siniS 

wi = ^ ~^y n- ^ ~y m=- — , w = -T--. . 

smo) sino) 8in(i> 8ina> 

CHAPTER VI. 

1. (1) Co-ordinates of the centre 2 and — 2, radius 3. 
(2) Coordinates of the centre — 3 and f , radius |. 

2. The first straight line meets the circle at the points 
(— 4, 3) and (3, — 4); the sfecond at the points (0, — 5) and (— 5, 0); 
ih.e third touches it at the point (- 4, — 3). 

8. For determining the abscissse of the points of intersection 

we have ^ ( 1 + rs) + x (h-J^x-^ax + A;*- 26« = 0; if the straight 

line touches the circle we must have {kh — haf'\-2hh (^a+ hh)—h*J^m 
9. 2y + 3aj = 0. ' 14. a^ + 7/'-xy'-hx'-h/ = 0. 

15. Inclination of axes 120*^; co-ordinates of the centre each = A ; 
radius = A. 16. Inclination of axes 60"*; co-ordinates of the 

22—2 
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7 .1 

centre each = „ ; radius = -/o • 17. a?" + y* + a:y ^2 - 9 = 0. 

U 18. a;' + 2^ + ajy+a; + y-l=0. 19. ^^^-^ ^-^ ^. 

•^ "^ 2sma> 

23. «" + y'= a (« + 75) ; »•= ^ cos (^~ g) • ?7. A. circle. 

28. Use tlie equation in Example 26. 29. Using polar 

co-ordinates, we have 

r+,y(r* + a'-2mcos6)= /|r* + a*-2mcosr^~^U; 

reduce and we get ■j^3r-2acosf ^-- j I =0; thus the locus is 

' the circle circumscribing the triangle. 

30. sin' a + sin' )3 + sin' y + ... = cos'a + cos'j8 + cos*y+ ... 

and sin 2a + sin 2j3 + sin 2y + ,.. = 0. 

32. If the perpendiculars are both on the same side of the 
straight line the locus is a circle ; if on different sides the loci\s 
consists of two straight lines. 33. A circle. 34. A circle. 
36. Solve the quadratic in r ; it will be found that r = 2a cos B 
or — a sec 6 ; thus the locus consists of a straight line and a circle. 

38. Take the extremity of the diameter as the pole ; it will 
follow from Example 37, that the tangent at P is represented by 
the equation 2c cos' a = r cos (2a — 0), and the tangent at Q by the 
equation 2c cos' )8 = r cos (2)8 — 6), These tangents meet at Ty so 

at that point we have e2ii?^) = fSii^f^) ; fh,in this we shall 
' ^ cos* a cos p 

find tan = ^ — ^ , so that if (7 be the centre of the circle 

.2 cos p cos a 

^ c sin (j8 + a)__ _ ,^>v^^ 

^^ = o 5 • Hence we can shew that Ccf — Ct^Ct — Up. 

2 cos p cos a ^ ^ 

39 and 40. Assume oc^ -i-y' + Ax + Bj/+G = for the required 
equation, and substitute successively the co-ordinates of the given 
points (a?!, y,), (a;^, y^) and (ajj, yg). It will be found that the 
values of A, B, and C have for their common denominator 
9^1 " ^i^j + ^^% - aJgys + ^1^8 "" ^«2/i' Then see Art 36. . 
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CHAPTER VII. 

4. x = y, and aj + y = r. 

a + b 

5. Let y = mx be the equation to one straight line ; then 
^ = J^{lTmy tl»erefore8'(l+m«) = (y,-ma;.)'; 

this is a quadratic for finding m, and we may replace mhj-. 

6. AV + C'a' + B^ac + ACb'- 2A0ac - £b (Ac + Ca) = 0. 

10. Let the given ratio be that of g to ;? ; then the required 
equations are ^ (la + m^ + ny) = »*= ^ (^ a + mfp + nfy), where 

P* = Z* + m' + w' — 2mn cos -4 — 2nZ cos JB - 2ljn cos C, 
Q' = r* + m" + »i'' - 2mV cos A - 2riT cos 5 - 2^^' cos C 

11. Let a and )8 be the inclinations to the axis- of x of the 
straight lines represented by the given equation ; and let 6 be 
the inclination of one of the bisecting straight lines. Then 

^ = |(a + )8), or ^+i(a + j8), so that 2d = a + j8, or v + a + fi. 

In both cases tan 2(9 = tan (a + i8), so that 

2 tan tan a + tan )8 



1 — tan" 6 1 — tan a tan )8 * 
Now by the theory of quadratic equations tana + tan)8 = — -j 

C 
and tan a tan )3 = -j . And as the equation to one of the required 

straight lines is y = a? tan ^, we have finally — 



12. 



B b 



A — G a-c 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

1. y = 2x. 2. y'=6ax-x'. 3. The locus consists 

of two parabolas of which the centre of the circle is the common 
focus, and the directrices are the two tangents to the circle which 
are parallel to the fixed diameter. 4. The second curve is 

a parabola having its axis coinciding with the negative pari of 
the axis of y ; the curves intersect at the prigin and at the point 
a; = 4:a, y = -4a. 5. y = x-\-a, 6. ta,n~^ J. 7. y + a5=3a. 
8. At the point (9a, — Qa) ; length 8a J%. 9. y = 2a fJ3, 

x=3a. 11. The abscissa of the required point is or 3a. 

13. The curve is a parabola having its axis parallel to that of y, 
and its vertex at the point x = ^, y = ^. The straight line is a tan- 
gent at the point a; = 1, y = 0. 20. Abscissa of required point is 

— fJL + y'), ordinate - ( — r + y j ; length of chord -^ (4a"+y'')^. 
4a \y/- \y / ¥ 

23. Locus of Q, a; = — 2a, Locus of Q\ a?' = ay*. 23. Refer 

the parabola to FT and the diameter at P as axes. See Art. 151. 
25. See Art. 155. 27. Transform equation (1) of Art. 125 

to polar co-ordinates, and we shall deduce r **= 2a Mr . 

^ emrO 

28. Use the result of the preceding Example. 

29. r = 2« ""^^A~r'^'^^ - 30. The locus is a 

COS^ 

parabola ; see Art. 147. 32. Jx-\-Jy = J(a2 J2). 

33. (2/ - iC)' - 8aa/ ^2 = 0. 34. x'+y'-x(a + x')'-yy'+ax'=^0, 
37. Use the result. of Example 5, Chap. VL • 41. The equation 

i» one tangent can be written y = m (a; + a) + — , (see Example 40), 

and that to the other y = (a; + a') - a'w. By eliminating m 

m 

we have for the required locus a; + a + a' = 0. 42. Take for the 

equation to the chord y = 7nx + n; then to find the abscissa of the 

middle point of the chord we must take half the sum of the roots 

of the equation {mx + w)*= 4aa;; so that the abscissa is — — ^ — , 
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Now since the chord touches the parabola y*= 8a {x — c) the equa- 
tion (mx + n)' = Sa(x — c) must have equal roots ; bj means of this 

condition it can be shewn that = — = c. 44. The equa- 

tion to the normal at a point {x\ y') is y - y' « — ^ (a; - a;'). If 

the normal is to pass through a given point (A, k) we have 

«/' v" 

A-y' = -^(A- a/) ; also a = J- . Thus we obtain a cubic 

equation for determining y', namely y'* + 4a (2a — /<) y' - 8a* i(; = 0. 
By Chapter iii. of the Theory of Equations the sum of the roots 
of this cubic equation is zero. The points of intersection of the 
parabola with a circle (a; — 6)* + (y — c)' = r* are found by combining 
the equations to the two curves. Thus we obtain 



{Ta-^)^^-'')' = ^' 



which is an equation of the fourth degree in y. By the Theory 
of Equations the sum of the roots is. zero. If then three of the 
roots coincide with those already shewn to have a sum equal to 
zero, the fourth root is zero ; and the corresponding point is there- 
fore the vertex of the parabola. 45. The tangents of the 
inclinations to the axis of x of the three normals that can be 
drawn through a point (a;, y) are determined by the equation 

+ m(2 — j + - = 0. See Art. 135. Suppose wi^, m,, m^ the 

roots of this cubic, then by Chapter iii. of the Theory of Equations 



m^ 



X _ y^ 



w, + m^ + Wg = 0, m^Wg + mjm^ + m^w, = 2 — , m^m^m^ = -^ I 

cb a 

if two of the normals are at right angles we may put 'tn^m^ = — 1 j 
from these equations by eliminating m^, m^, and Wg, we find 
y' = a{x— 3a). 46. By the length is meant the length of the 

common chord ; by the breadth is meant the distance between 
the two tangents which are parallel to the common chord. 

Jik^ + W\ ' ^^' ^*^ equation y = 'mx+- repre- 
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Bents a tangent to the parabola ; if this passes through the point 
{hf k) we have k = 7nh-\- — ; also m=~ — j-, where (a?, y) is any 

point on the tangent; thus k-- — I^^""^ — IT > *^ ^"^ S^^® 

the first form of the equation. The second form may be deduced 
from the first ; the student will see hereafter what suggested the 
second form; see Arts. 341 and 343. 56. The equation 

^ = iax represents the parabola ; and the equation ky — 2aaj = 2aA 
represents the chord of contact; hence it follows that the equa- 
tion 4ax (ky — 2ax) = 2ahy' represents some locus passing through 
the intersection of the parabola and chord ; then see Art. 61. 

57. x = , y= ai — + — ) < If the equation to the third 



a 



tangent is y = m^x + ^^ the required ordinate is 



' m. 



/111 1 \ 

a ( — + — + - + ) . 

CHAPTER IX. 
1, -T^. 2. y+ea5 = a; the intercept on the axis of 

€L X 

05 = - ; and the intercept on the axis of y = a. 3. y + cw* = - . 

4. The excentricity is determined by e*+ e'= 1. 5. y = ~(x + a); 

h'x . 6 * 

y = -g- ; the straight lines are parallel if 2e* = 1. 6. y = — («-- a«) ; 

2<w 
the abscissa of the point of intersection is ^ ^ . 

7. y = -.(l + e)(a;-a); tan'j-j^^^. 8. -^^-^^-^^ , 

9 ft 

9. The co-ordinates of the point are x = -77-5 — tot , y = -77—, — ^,. . 

, ct h 

10. The co-ordinates of the point are a; = -^, ys=_.. 
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19. It will be found that the circle falls entirely without the 
ellipse if the inclination of the two parallel straight lines to the 

major axis be greater than tan"^ -j-, 22. - cos ^ + ^ sin <^ = 1. 
25. The co-ordinates of the required point are x=^ a > 

y =—j~ ^ ; the straight lines are parallel when e* + c' •= 1. 

28. x^+y'-x((ze+af)-j/y+aea/=0. 30. If the point (A, A;) be 

2a*6" 
between the directrices, the sum of the perpendiculars is 'jr~irr~TiT^ > 

if the point (h, h) be not between the directrices, the sum of the per- 
pendiculars is =fc ., ^,a — TiTTv > *^® Upper or lower sign being taken 

according as h is positive or negative. 31. A circle having its 
centre at the centre of the ellipse and radius = a + 6. 

32. y = ± aj ± ^(a' + 5»). See Art. 171. 34. Locus is the 

circle as' + ^' = a* + 6* ; this may be deduced from the second part 
of Example 33. 35. See remark on Ex. 55 of Chap. viii. 

42. The first part of this Example may be solved by finding the 
equation to the straight line passing through the points of inter- 
section of the two ellipses. 45. aj' + y' = (a* + h^)^ (x + y). 
46. Let A, k be the co-ordinates of an external point ; the equa- 
tion to the corresponding chord of contact is a'ky -h h^hx = a*b^ ; 
the equation to the straight line through {h, k) perpendicular to 
the chord is (y-k) h^h = a^k (x - h). We require that the latter 
straight line shall be a tangent to the ellipse ; the necessary condi- 
tion may be found by comparing this equation with the equation 
y — mx+J{m^a^ + V); thus we shall obtain for the condition 
>fcV + A*6« = A'A;' (a" - by. 48. a» (/ + 2yk) + b^ («» + 2xh) = 0. 
51. Transferring the origin to the vertex of the ellipse the equa- 
tion becomes 

y =w(a5-a)+^(mV+&") = wa!J-«ia + wMjM + — ^ j 
= mx-ma + 7na\ \ + - — g-^f > where c = (l-e)a. 
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Expand the square root by the Binomial Theorem; then ulti- 
mately when e = 1 and a is infinite, we have y = mx H — . 

52. An ellipse. 53. The locus is an ellipse ; if ^ be 

the origin, AB the axis of x, each of the co-ordinates of the focus 

is equal to half the radius of the circle. 54. — ^. 55. Put 

a cos ^ for x and 5 sin ^ for y in the preceding result (Art. 168); 

then the greatest value is ^^. 57. Let P denote a point on 

the ellipse, and Q the centre of the circle inscribed in the triangle 

SPH'y then if y' be the ordinate of P it may be shewn that the 

,. - ., . - , . , area of triangle /S'P^ ej/ ^, . 

radius of the circle which = : ; ° , . =- = -=-^— : this 

semiperimeter of triangle 1 + e 

is the ordinate of Q, , Let x be the abscissa of P, then it may 
be shewn that the abscissa of Q is ex] thus it will be found that 
the required locus is an ellipse. 58. Find the point at which 

SZ meets the normal at P; also find the point at -which HZ* 
meets the normal at P) it will then appear that the points coin- 
cide. 60. See Example 12 of Chapter vii. 

CHAPTER X. 

1. aj& (bx - ay') + ya (at/ + hx) = a*6". 2. Befer tlie elKpse 
to the diameter and its conjugate as axes. 3. See Art. 11. 
8. r (a* sin' ^ + 6* cos* 0) = 2a6" cos ^. 9 and 1 0. Use the re- 

sult of 8. 12. Result the same as that in Ex. 11. 13. They 

intersect when tf = and when = -^, 14. llie equations to 

the tangents at the ends of the latera recta are (Art. 205) 

r(eco8 6 + sin 6) = a (1 - e') ; r (sin ^ - e cos ^) = a (1 + e*) ; 

r (e cos ^ - sin ^) = a (1 — e*); r (sin $ + e cos ^) = — a (1 + 6*). 

The equations to the tangents at the ends of the minor axis are 
r sin tf = 6 ; r sin 5 = — 6. 15. A straight line through S. 

See Art. 205. 17. cos 6 = -4—^, , r = a (1 + ee'). 18. Be- 

X "T" 6o 
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h ft. 

tween - and ^ • 20. See Art. 208. 22. The sine of tli'e 

a 

angle between the radius vector from the centre and the tangent 
is - , where p' (a' ■{■b*—r^ = aV by Art. 196 ; then the least value 

of -^ may be shewn to be when Sr'sa* + 6*. 29. It may be 

shewn that the axis of the parabola must coincide with one 

of the axes of the ellipse, hence the latus rectum will be either 

2a* 26' 

^^ "~7 — 5 — n\ ' ^^' -^ ellipse. 32. An ellipse. 



35. Use the polar equations to FQ and pq ; se^ Art. 205, 
38. Two of the sides of the parallelogram are determined by the 

OS \i 

equations — cos <^ + ^sin^ = *l, and the other two by the 

M* Of 

equations - cos ^' + ^ sin ^' = «fe 1 ; see Example 22 of Chap. ix. 

It may be shewn that the diagonals of the parallelogram inter- 
sect at the centre of the ellipse ; then if the' centre of the ellipse 
be joined with two adjacent comers of the parallelogram the 
triangle thus formed is one fourth of the parallelogram ; and 
the area of the triangle is known by Example 7 of Chap. i. 

41. The abscissa is 7—=-- , and the ordinate — . 42. The 

a 

co-ordinates of the intersection of the tangents are found in 

Ex. 41 ; call them h and k, then use the second form given in. 

Ex. 35 of Chap. ix. 44. The greatest value may 

be found by substituting for a' and y' their values from Art. 168 ; 

it is a6 {J 2 — 1). 48. An ellipse referred to its 

equal conjugate diameters. 61. This may be solved by means 

of Ex. 50. Or we may take the usual axes, then if x\ y be the 

1. . /. T^ .t i. 1^ Mil a (ax* + by') .hiaaf-^W) 

co-ordinates of P those of M will be , — ri-^-^ and ^ — j^ ; 

,. « ,, ,„ . a (ax —by') , b(by^'-ax') -.^ ., , 

those of iv will be — ^-^ — j-—-^ and — > f ,, \ Hence the solu- 

a +6 a + 6' 

tion can be completed. 52. See Art. 208. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

1. y' - Sic* -= — 3a*. 2. A straight line. 7. See 

Arts. 178 and 228. 

CHAPTER XIL 

3. Let a straight line be drawn through the focus meeting the 

hyperbola at P and p and the asymptotes at Q and q ; then it may 

- - ., . T> 2a(e'-l) 2a sin' a ^ 2a sin a sin ^ 

be shewn that i^? = .j — 4 — ^^ — ^ a-2,, Qq = — | ^^, 

^ l-ecoarO cos a — cos^ ^ cos'a-cos^' 

and the required length is half the difference of Pp and Qq, 

4. Take the centre of the circle as the origin, AB as the axis 

of X, and a diameter parallel to PQ as the axis. of y ; then the 

locus is given by the equation y^ = x' — a', and is therefore a 

rectangular hyperbola referred to conjugate diameters. 9. By 

Example 53 of Chapter viii. we shall obtain tan a = "^^ "" ^ ; 

h + a 

thus (h + ay tan* a = A:* - Aah ; therefore (h + a)* sec* a = ^* + (A — a)". 
10. Both the diameters must meet the curve; it will be found 
that this requires the conjugate axis to be greater than the trans- 
verse axis. 

CHAPTER XIIL 

1. The equation may be written (x — 2y) {x-2i/- 2a) = 0, and 
therefore represents two parallel straight lines; a straight line par- 
allel to them, and midway between them, will be a line of centres. 

b G 

2. ^ = o> ^=o« 3. Two parallel straight lines. 4. A 

parabola. 5. An hyperbola if the angle A is less than - , 

tF IF 

an ellipse if it is greater than ^ , a straight line if it is equal to - . 

6. The equation to the hyperbola is a*y* = a*6* - iaVx + 36 V ; the 
asymptotes are determined by the equations ay = ^lx--~\ 6^3. 
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8. The locus is then a straight line which coincides with the 

equal axes. 10. Use Art. 205. 11. ^->^. 13. Tan'^T^ 
^ 4 6 

14. {ay + X J(PP)Y - 2app:x - a' {fi + /S") y + aW = 0. 

17. (1) A circle about the other focus of the given ellipse as 
centre; (2) an ellipse about the other focus of the given ellipse 
as focus, and having the same excentricity as the given ellipse. 

18. The equation is (y — So? + 1) (y — 2a; + 4) = 0, and therefore 
represents two straight lines. -24. Use the result given in 

Example 56 of Chap, yiii, 26. The equation may be written 

{af + y' + xy J 2 - a") («" + y' -xy J2^a') = 0. 

27. Take AB and AG bs axes of x and y. Let the angle 
PBA ^d the angle PC A be each equal to a, and the angle 
BAC= (I). Let X and y be the co-ordinates of P; then 



PB=V$^, P0 = 



X9>va<a 



sin a sin a 

And BC^ = BP^ + CP^ - 2BP . OP cos BPG. 28. Take the 

given point as the origin, the common tangent at that point as 
the axis of y, and the diameter through that point as the axis of 
X. Then the equation to the parabola will be of the form y' = Acx, 

and the equation to the other tangent y = mx + — , where m is con- 
stant for all the parabolas. Whatever be the value of c the point 
of contact is on the locus y' = 4xm (y — mx), which is obtained 
by eliminating c ; that is on the locus {y - 2mxy = 0. 29. We 

may take for the equation to the ellipse y* ^ — {2ax — x^. Let 
(x, y') be a point on it ; then the equation to one of the straight 

lines is y + 2h = ^^ — t—^] W^ y = % ^^^^ a?= ^.26 ' *^^ ^^^^ 
the length of one segment. The length of tlie segment at the 

other end of the major axis will be — -, — ^^ : and therefore 

" y ■\' 2iO 

the length of the third segment -r^^ . 30. Take one of 

® ** y + 26 
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the ellipses, and refer it to its equal conjugate diameters as axes, 
the axis of x being that which passes through the fixed point. 
Let G be the centre of the ellipse, F the point of contact of the 
tangent from the fixed point, FM the ordinate of F: then it 
may be shewn that Jf is a fixed point and MF & constant l^igtk. 

7TP FF! 
*^^ no ~ ~oW^ ^^ '^^* ^^^* ^^' ^^®^ *'^® ellipse to rect- 

angular axes with F as origin and FK as the axis of x. The 
equation will be of the form aaj' + 6a;y + cy" + c?a; + ey = 0. Then 
the equations to FQ and FR will be of the form y = wwc and 
y ss - mx. The equation to QR can now be obtained j it will be 
found to be 

X {ehm* — cdm? - da) + y{ea-hd-\- ecm') + e*m" — ei" = 0. 

This may be written in the form 

{a; {eh -cd) + yec + e'} m' — {xda + y (bd- ea) + d'} = 0, 
so that the straight line always passes through the point de- 
termined by x{eb-cd) +yec + 6' = 8Jidxda + y{bd-ea)-hd^=sO. 
See Art. 77, 



CHAPTER XIV. 

2. Each locus is an ellipse. 4, 5, 6. Use the equation: 
in Art. 294. 7. The equation to the ellipse is -, + ^ = 1 ; 

the equation to the chord of contact is — 5 + ^ = 1 ; hence the 

oj* i|** sen liK 
equation -5 + tj = — 5 + ^t represents some locus passing through 

the points of contact. 10. The equation to the hyperbola 

ia {y-k) Vx = (ac — A) a*y. 12. Let y\ y" denote the two ordi- 
nates which correspond to the same abscissa a;'; then 
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The equations to the normals are, by Art. 284, 

(y - y') {ax' + hy') = {7/ + hx) {x - a;'), and 

{y-y''){c^ + hy")=^(y" + hx') (x^a/) ; 

by addition (a - h') x' (y + 2bx) + 6/= . . .(1) ; 

by subtraction h(y + hx') — (a - 6*) 03' = a; — x\ 

therefore a^ {l + W -a) = x-hy,„\ (2). 

Substitute the value of x^ from (2) in (1) and the required equa- 
tion will be obtained. The locus is an hyperbola. 13. Locus 
a conic section, which passes through H and i?, and through the 
intersection of the fixed straight lines. 18. A circle having its 
centre on the straight line joining the two points. 19. Two 
loci, an ellipse, and a parabola. 20. A circle. 23. See 
Art. 293. 26. Use the equation to the parabola given in 
Art. 294, and the equation to the circle given in Example 21 to 

Chap. VI. 29. r sin 2^ = c. 30. x^y^ + y^x^ = a\ 32. See 
Example 30 to Chap. x. 35. An ellipse. 37. In the first case 
the locus is a circle ; in the second it is a straight line. 38. A 

circle having its centre at H. 44. —^ + fj = 1. 46. The 

a* 

X 11 

equation is ^ ^^ 4a (a; - 8a). 50. The straight line — t = ^* 

bisects the chord of contact, and is therefore parallel to the axis 
of the parabola; if through the point (a, 0) a straight line be 
drawn making the same angle with the tangent at that point 
as the axis makes, the focus must be in this straight line : 
y{a-\-2h cos <o) + 6 (cc — a) = is the equation to this straight line. 
Similarly we can draw a straight line through the point (0, V) 
which will also contain the focus. 52, We may take for the 
equation to one normal y = mx — cmi — am^, and for the other 
x^mfy-amf— am'^ ; also m'^-m. Then by addition y+x=m(x-y)^ 
Substitute for m in the first equation and reduce ; thus we obtain 
2a (x + y) = {x'- yy, 53. We have to eliminate m between 

mia'-V) , mia'-V) 
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Square and add ; we shall obtain after reduction 



;«\a 



,..«. — f'^y-^''' (.). 

Also (y - mxf (a* + m*V) = {my + oj)* (wV + 6^) ; 
by reduction we obtain 

<ay-6V)('m-^)=-2ajy(a* + 6») (2). 

From (1) and (2) 

{a' + V) (c^ + y') {ay + 6V)* = {a' - 6^ (ay - 5 V)». 

54. Suppose the figure in Art. 192 to represent the ellipse 
and the conjugate diameters. Take the equation in Example 23 
of Chapter ix. for the equation to the normal at P, and an ana- 
logous equation for the equation to the normal at J), Let Q 
denote the point of intersection of these normals, and x, y its co- 
ordinates. Then it will be found that 

000= {a'- 6") sin ^ cos <^ (sin <f> — cos <^), 

hy = (6* — a*) sin ^ cos <f> (sin ^ + cos <[>), 

Similarly we can determine the co-ordinates of the point of inter- 
section of the normals at P' and D; denote this point by H, Then 
express the area of the triangle CQB^ which is on^-fourth of the 
required area. 

55. Take the centre of the square as the origin, and the axes 
parallel to the sides of the square. Then for the equation to the 
circle take of + y^ = 2a', and for the equation to the conic take 
y''-a' = \ (x' — a*). The equation to the tangent to the circle at 
the point (a^, y^ is asc^ + yyy^ = 2a*, The equation to the tangent 
to the conic at the point («', y') is yy' — Xaa;' = a' (1 — X). These 
equations must represent the same straight line. Hence elimi- 
nating X and Xi and y^ we shall arrive at an equation which deter- 
mines the required locus. It will be found that this equation 
may be written {(a/* + 2/* - 2a')} {a' {x'' + y') - 2x'' y") = 0. 

56. The former part follows from Art. 288. For the latter 
part proceed thus ; Let a perpendicular bo drawn from H on 



J 
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tke tangent TQ, and let E denote the intersection of this per- 
pendicular with SQ produced. Then SB = JSQ + QR = 2a ; and 
TH = Tlf, We have to find the value of the perpendicular from 
T on SH ; denote it by r ; then r2a = twice the area of the tri- 
angle TSE. Let TS=c^y and TB or Tff=c^; then by using the 
known expression for the area of a tnangle in terms of its sides, 
we have 4m = ^/(2c, V + 8a V + 8a V - c* - c,* - 1 6a*). This will 
lead to the required result. Or thus : Let <f> denote the angle 

between HP and TF; then we shall have r = ^P sin <^ = TP x ^^ , 

where CD is conjugate to CF ; see Arts. 181 and 193, And it 

58. Determine the co-ordinates of the points of intersection 
of the tangents by Art. 288 ; it will be seen that they satisfy the 
given equation, 

CHAPTER XV. 

6. ^a + JP + Jy = 0. 10. The equation to the conic sec- 

tion being Ifiy + mya + nafi = 0, that to A'B ia (m + n) a + ly = 0, 
that to -4'C is {m + n) a + Ifi = 0, and that to A'B' is 
(w+w)a+(^ + w)^-wy = 0. 13. lmn + l=0. 

a a 

J{\^ml) J{l^m,') V(l + OV(l+0 ^' 



or 



(l+m/)[y-m^x-^j(y''m^-.^^ 



24. Suppose the focus aS^ is to lie on the straight line 
/a -I- w)8 + wy = 0. Let a\ jS', y denote the values of a, p, y re- 
spectively for the other focus H of one of the ellipses. Then, by 
Art. 181, aa!=pp!= yy' = the square of the semi-axis minor. Hence, 

substituting in the given equation we obtain _+-- + _ = 0, that 

a ^ y 

is, ip^y + my a! •\- ndp = 0. This shews that the locus of IT is a 

conic section passing through the angular points of the triangle. 

T. c. s. 23 
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25. It will be found that the conic sections may be repre- 
sented by the equations 

(1) J8y-a»=0, (2) ya-iS'=0, (3) a/?-/ = 0. 

Now, (1) may be written j8 (y + /3 - 2a) - (a - fiy = 0, 

(2) may be written y (a + y - 2)8) - (/8 - y)* = 0, 

(3) may be wi-itten a (j3 + a - 2y) - (y - a)* = ; 

this shews that the tangents to the conic sections at the common 
point are given by 

y + )8-2a = 0, a+y-2^ = 0, ^+a-2y=0; 

these three straight lines intersect respectively the straight lines 

a=0, ^-0, y=0, 

at tliree points which all lie on the straight line a + )8 + y=0. 
Again, (1) may be written )8 (y + 4a + 4^) - (a + 2^)* = 0, and (2) 
may be written a (y + 4a + 4)8) — (fi + 2a)' = 0; and this shews that 
y + 4a + 4j3 = 0isa common tangent of (1) and (2), and this com- 
mon tangent meets y = at the point where ^ + a — 2y == meets 
it. And so on. 

A 

2Q, The equation to the first hyperbola is )8y = -4-4'"sin' — ; 

similarly for the others. 27. See -^jH;. 274. 

28 and 29. These may be solved by taking oblique axes coin- 
ciding with the sides of the triangle. For instance, consider 29. 
We have aa + 6)8 + cy = — a5 sin (7. Thus the equation may be 
written cnaj8 - {Ifi + ma) {ab sin C + aa + b^) = ; and taking CA 
for the axis of a;, and CB for the axis of y, we have a = x sin C, 
P = y sin C, Substitute for a and )8 and then to the equation in 
X and y we may apply the ordinary test; see Arts. 272 and 278. 




A 

30. S = g {aa + bfi + cy)', where S denotes a* cos* — + 

see Art. 334. 

31. u [mn - m*n) = v (nV - nl) = w {Im' - I'm), 
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32. Let /Si = be the equation to the inscribed circle, S^^O 
the equation to the circumscribed circle, these equations not being 
necessarily in their simplest forms ; see Art. 110. Then, if ^ be 
a suitable constant, /Si — kS^ = will represent the straight line 
required. In this way we shall have 

a* cos* o + i^ ^^^* 2" "*■ "y* ^^* 9 "■ ^^y ^^^ ^ ^^' 9 

^ 2ya cos* ^ cos' ^ - 2aj8 cos* ^ cos' ^ 

— k (j8y sin ul + ya sin -ff + aj^sin C) 
= (aa + 6jS + cy) (la + m^ + ny), 

where I, w, n, are to be found. Then by comparing like terms we 
can find I, m, n, 

33. It may be shewn that the equation — ± = -2L^ — 

a 

represents a diameter ; for this equation represents a straight line 

passing through the intersection of the tangents at A and B, and 

through the middle point of AB, Hence the centre of the conic 

• i X • J 1- nB-\-my ly + na ma + 13 . , ^, 

section IS determined by -^- '- = -^ — = : and then 

''a c 

the required equation can be found. It is 

P _ y 



m{al — bm + en) n{(U + bm — en) ' 

34. Assume for the required equation y = constant, that is 
y = k (aa + 6)3 + cy). Then by applying the result of Art. 322 we 
shall obtain for the required equation (lb + ma) (aa + bfi) — na^y = 0. 

36. It may be shewn that the equation to the conic section is 

— + j- + — = : then apply the condition given in Example 29. 

37. The Example depends chiefly on the fact that a straight line 
can be drawn through the intersection of PB and Q/S so as to bisect 
both PQ and BS. 38. It may be diewn that the equation 



356 ANSWERS TO THE EXAMPLES. CHAPTERS XV. XVI. 

to the secant through the points {t\ u\ v, w') and («'', u", t/', «?") 
is («-0 {u-u')'-{v-v^{w-w") = tu-vwi from this we can ob- 
tain the equation to the tangent. 39. Since the conic 
section touches a ss 0, ^ = 0, and y = 0, we may assume for its 
equation J{^)+ fj(nil3)+ J{ny) = ; then apply the conditions 
given in Art. 322 under which the conic section touches the other 
sides. 40. It may be shewn that the expression for the 
length of the perpendicular on BB from the point (a, )8, y) is 

a sin A + 3 sin B — y sin (7 tt ., x* j_ xi. x • i.^ 

"-rr—. — 7= — . Hence the equation to the straight 

2 sm C ^ ® 

line which bisects the angle EBF is 

a sin -4 + jS sin J5 - y sin C _ a sin -4 — )S sin j5 + y sin C7 
2sinC' 2sin^ * 

41. J(aa) + s/{hP) + fj(<^) = ^« ^^' The equation to the conic 
section may be taken to be a^ = ^y'; and the equation to the 
straight line FQ will be a — ^ = 0. The equation to the chord 
wUl be a-P^lefy. Thus k{a-py = h''ap wiU represent the 
straight lines joining P with the points of intersection of the chord 
and the conic section. From the symmetrical form of the last 
equation we infer that one straight line makes the same angle 
with the sti-aight line a = which the other makes with the 
straight line )8 = 0. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

1. See Example 35 of Chapter xiv. 2. Suppose the conic 
section to be an ellipse. Let S denote the point of contact of the 
plane with the sphere which is between the plane and the vertex 
of the cone ; and let H denote the point of contact of the plane 
with the sphere which is on the other side of the plane. Join any 
point F of the conic section with S and H and with the vertex : 
then we shall shew that SF + FH is constant. Since all tan- 
gents to a sphere from a given point are of equal length, FS is 
equal to that portion of FO which is between F and that 
point of FO which is common to the smaller sphere and the cone. 
Similarly Fff is equal to that portion oi OF produced which is 
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between P and that point of OP produced which is common to 
the larger sphere and the cone. Thus SP + PH is equal to the part 
of a generating line of the cone which is terminated by the two 
spheres, and is therefore constant. 

Next, let A be that vertex of the ellipse which is the nearer to 
S. Let T be the point * in OA where the cone is touched by the 
smaller sphere, X the intersection of SA produced with the plane 
of contact of the smaller sphere and cone. Then AS and AT are 
equal, being tangents from A to the sphere. And with the 

A V 1 

notation of Art. 344 we have -rjn = t tr = ~ • There- 

AT cos (a + 6^) 6 

AS 
fore AX = — . Thus X is the intersection of the axis of the conic 
e 

section with the directrix corresponding to aSI In a similar man^ 

ner the other directrix is determined. 

If the conic section is an hyperbola the demonstration remains 

substantially the same. For the history of this theorem see 

Hutton's Course of Mathematics by T. S. Davies, Vol. ii. page 208. 

3. In Art. 344 if the section be a parabola, it will be found 
that the latus rectum varies as OA, Hence so long as we keep to 
sections perpendicular to the same plane OBO, the required locus 
consists of two straight lines passing through 0, Thus on the 
whole the locus is the surface of a certain right cone which has 
the same axis aad vertex as the given cone. 

6. /Jycosil +yacosjB + a/?cos(7=0. 7. Take the figure of 
Art. 292. Let u = denote AOy v — denote BD, w = denote 
JSF: then we may assume lu-\'mv = as the equation to FGy 
and lu-hmv + nw = as the equation to FA, Then by Arts. 358 
and 359, the equation to FB is lu +mt? — nw = 0. It may now be 
shewn that lu — mv + nw = denotes FCy and that mv + nw — lu = 
denotes FB, 

CHAPTER XVII. 

2. It is easily seen that the triangle KCL is the projection 
of a triangle of constant area in a circle. Since the area of a 
tiiangle is half the product of the base into the perpendicular 
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from the vertex on the base, the result may be put in this form : 
the length of the perpendicular from C on PD varies inversely as 
the semidiameter parallel to PD, 8. This is to be considered 
in the first place with respect to concentric circles and rectomglea. 
Let G denote the centre of the circles, L a comer of the in- 
scribed rectangle, so that 2/ is on the circumference of the inner 
circle. Let r be the radius of this circle, and R the radius of the 
outer circle ; let x and y be the co-ordinates of L, Draw through 
L a straight line parallel to the axis of x meeting the outer 
circumference at My and a straight line parallel to the axis of y 
meeting the outer circumference at N, Complete the rectangle 
of which LM and LN are adjacent sides ; and let P denote the 
other comer of this rectangle. Then the abscissa of M is 
J{B^ - y^)y and the ordinate of iV is J{R^ — x*) ; and these are 
the co-ordinates of P. Thus CP* = /2* - aj« + jB* - y» = 2^' - r* ; so 
that the locus of P is a concentric circle, the radius of which 
is independent of the original rectangle. 



THE END. 
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